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Emotional and
Spiritual Safety
Meeting a standard for children’s and youth physical safety
is not only a good thing; it is also required by law! (Be sure
to know and practice your church’s protection policy.)
Safety in the emotional and spiritual realms is equally
important, but it may be overlooked, assumed, or minimized—even at church. For the church, emotional and
spiritual safety should be a priority, for it is an integral part
of helping students know Jesus and grow in Him.

JUS
T
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THE MESSAGE

Emotional and spiritual safety sends a message: every student who participates
in a children’s or youth ministry deserves and needs to know that he or she is
valued, loved, and protected.
Everything we say and do as leaders should communicate that message. Our
goal is not only for children and youth to gain book knowledge, but also that
their lives be transformed through understanding God’s Word and applying it
to their daily lives. Because we have the world’s highest goal, we must be sure
that our behavior delivers the world’s highest message—a biblical message of
love and care.

CORE BELIEFS

When adults hold the following core beliefs, they are ready to foster emotional
and spiritual safety for children and youth:
• Servanthood. Believing that we are all here to love and help each other.
• Value. Believing that each child is valuable as a person, both to God and
to us. Children will know they matter to God only when they see that they
matter to us.
• Faith. Believing that every child can have a bright future in God’s family.
Children need for us to see their spiritual potential.
• Trustworthiness. Believing that a student’s trust is a delicate gift that must
be treated with care.
• Honor. Believing that when we honor a student, we honor Jesus.
Our students’ daily lives can be hurried, complicated, and confusing. They may
come to our programs carrying far greater burdens than we can imagine! The
church should be a place where it is emotionally safe for children and youth to
talk about what is going on in their lives. And the church should be a place where
it is spiritually safe for them to ask hard questions and be heard, acknowledged,
and answered.
Actions that nurture emotional and spiritual safety include: (1) listening with interest to what a student has to say and (2) making sure no student ever receives
a negative label but does receive words of love, encouragement, and blessing.
Beyond just knowing the material to be taught, Christian teachers are called to
live in ways that genuinely display Christlike character and concern.
Adapted from Teacher Training Smart Pages © 2006.

Teaching the Toddler/2 Child
Toddlers ages 18 to 36 months have brains that
are wired to “super absorb” information, but we
must be clear on how they learn. Their minds may
be sponges but they still have very short attention
spans. They use their senses to input information,
so they must look at, touch, smell, hear, or taste
things in order to learn. That’s why a toddler is
constantly moving, touching, experimenting, and
investigating.
Toddlers discover their world through play. Look
for moments to present the Word of God to these
children. Rather than stop the whole class for the
story, invite one or a few children to meet with
you to hear God’s Word. When they have finished,
they can return to exploring the room. Remember,
it only takes a minute or two to tell these toddler
versions of favorite Bible stories. This process is

repeated until all children have experienced the
Bible Step a couple of times throughout the class.
Repetition is crucial for young children to learn.
They can make the craft again at the Craft Step,
hear a story at the Bible and Bible Review Steps,
or sing a song time after time. As the teacher, you
can provide opportunities for children to participate in learning about the Bible story many times
in many ways.
A Toddler/2 lesson does not follow a straight path.
The events do not occur in a straight line and the
lesson parts do not happen only once during the
class time. A Toddler/2 lesson is more like a spiral
where the teacher presents the parts of the lesson
multiple times.

Olivia’s Sunday — A day in a toddler Sunday school class

Follow Olivia through a lesson. She is two years old. The order may vary every Sunday.
9:00 The teacher invites Olivia to join her and
other children to play with toys.
9:05 Olivia becomes comfortable with the classroom and begins to explore other activities.
9:15 The teacher uses a picture poster to encourage Olivia and her friend Daniel to discuss
what they see. This leads the teacher and
children directly into the interactive Bible
story—the Bible Step.
9:20 After the Bible Step, Olivia goes to play with
the dolls while the teacher uses the picture
poster to engage Daniel.
9:30 The teacher goes to Olivia and two friends
with story figures in the Bible Story Review.

		 Olivia shows the teacher what she 		
		 remembers and understands from the
		 Bible story. The three children move and
		 clap to the Music Time song.
9:35		 Olivia returns to play with the dolls.
9:40		 Olivia experiences the craft project by
		 exploring how the crayons make colors on
		 the paper. Her craft projects are set aside
		 for her to take home later.
9:55		 Olivia asks to hear the Bible story again.
		 Daniel joins Olivia, both doing the actions.
10:00		 Olivia’s parents arrive to pick her up. She’s
		 eager to share her craft project with them.
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Toddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids
Starting Steps
Bible
CD player
Small blanket or towel for Story Mat
Cardboard
Chalk – white and colored
Construction paper
Cookie cutters—animal shapes
Craft sticks
Crayons—some old and broken
Dishpan, soap, and paper towels
Drawing paper
Envelopes—optional
Foam meat trays
Glue and glue sticks - nontoxic
Magazines or catalogs
Margarine tubs
Markers—washable
Old newspapers
Old shower curtain to protect the floor
Paint—washable liquid tempera
Paint shirts
Paper clips
Paper plates
Plants—leaves, grass, or artificial flowers
Play dough—purchased or homemade
Scissors for the teacher
Sponges—fish shaped
String
Tape—clear and masking
Teacher craft smock
Water bottles (small)
Waxed paper—optional

Materials for Your
Toddler/2 Class
Toddler Teacher’s Guide

The easy-to-use lessons built around toddler
versions of favorite Bible stories help you set up
learning activities that provide ways to present
the Bible story while the children move around,
explore, and touch. Learning activities include the
Interactive Bible Step, the Bible Review Step, and
the Craft Step. Need one per class or teacher.

Toddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids

Toddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids provide you
with essential resources for teaching and reaching
toddlers: photo posters, story figures, story cards,
and a CD with new, fun songs and an audio
version of each week’s story. Need one per class.

Starting Steps

Starting Steps is a student take-home publication
that is like a family newsletter that includes a
short devotional for the busy parent, age-level tips,
an amusing anecdote, and the interactive Bible
story to be told over and over at home. Need one
per student.

Use this Lesson on PALM SUNDAY as indicated in the Table of
Contents. See page 16 for the first lesson this quarter.

Palm Sunday

Jesus Is King!
Bible Basis: Matthew 21:1-11
Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Teacher Devotional
Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 1
Bible Story Time
Matthew 21:1-11

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Story Figures 1, 4, 8-10, Palm Sunday
Story Card, Story Mat
Music Time
“JESUS IS THE KING”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
CD, CD player

Craft Step

Palm Branches
NNPaper plates, green construction paper,
glue sticks, paper clips
NNStarting Steps for Palm Sunday

Tip: At the beginning of each quarter, separate the
pages for Starting Steps and store them by lesson.
This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.
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Palm Sunday–Toddler

Read Matthew 21:1-11. The crowd in
Jerusalem was full of joy and anticipation.
When they saw Jesus approaching Jerusalem,
they enthusiastically shouted “Hosanna,”
praising God. Jesus did not reprove
the crowd or keep them from their joy.
Instead, He allowed them a time of noise
and celebration, and then built on their
understanding.
While you go through the lesson, keep in
mind that toddlers have a lot of energy and
are very spontaneous. What are some ways
that you can redirect their energy?
As you teach the children about Palm
Sunday and how the crowds cheered for
Jesus, let them experience the joy of the
people and of Jesus’ Kingship. Our God is a
God of joy!

Understanding the Bible

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem occurred while
many Jews had come to celebrate Passover.
Bethphage [BETH-fah-jee] was a village
1/2 mile east of Jerusalem. In fulfillment of
prophecy (Zech. 9:9), Jesus rode into Jerusalem
on a colt from that town (Mark 11:1-2). Jesus
entered like kings, such as Solomon, did years
before (1 Kings 1:33-44). The donkey may have
symbolized peace and humility.
The crowd spread garments on the road for
Jesus just as the people had spread garments
when Jehu was crowned king (2 Kings 9:13).
Palm branches, probably from Jericho,
were raised. The crowd shouted, “Hosanna,”
which means “save us.” The people wanted
to be saved from the Romans and probably
weren’t thinking of eternal salvation.

Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Your children

spend all of
their time in this
lesson moving, exploring,
choosing, and playing in
the learning environment.
The learning environment
is simply the books, toys,
blocks, music, stories, and
activities your children
interact with from the
moment they arrive until
they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group to
hear the Bible story from
Matthew 21:1-11. You
can also walk around the
room, visit the children at
different activities, and use
the story mat to present the
Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the
craft. For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Palm
Branches in the Craft Step, page 10.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite them to
the rug for the Bible Step, page 8. Today’s story is “Jesus Is King!”
from Matthew 21:1-11.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement and
the Music Time, page 9. Sing “Jesus Is the King” this week.
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play. Set out a small plastic horse or donkey. Have the children
build roads. They can “ride” the animal down the road to help them
relate to the Bible story, “Jesus Is King!” from Matthew 21:1-11.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of appropriate toys for toddlers.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, dishes, and utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life. Have the
children pretend to take the dolls to see Jesus ride into Jerusalem as a
way to help them understand today’s Bible story when Jesus rode into
Jerusalem.

In today’s Bible story “Jesus Is King,” from Matthew 21:1-11,
many people joined in praising Jesus as He rode into Jerusalem.
The need to join a group or crowd is not very developed in
young children. Some two year olds may hesitate to join other
children at an activity. Allow them time to observe before gently
encouraging them to participate.
Toddler–Palm Sunday
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Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 1
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children, especially happy
children. Help them connect to the Bible story, “Jesus Is King!” from
Matthew 21:1-11. Invite small groups (no more than four children) to the
rug for Talk Time. Use this rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!

Photo Poster 1

Show Photo Poster 1 to the children. Who can find the little boy in the
picture? Ask the children to point to the child in the poster. What does the boy
have in his hands? (Palm branches.) This boy is happy. He is waving
palm branches because he is happy. What do you do when you’re happy?
Some children may answer such things as laugh, give a hug, or smile.
Encourage all the children to tell what they do when they are happy.
Accept all answers, even if the answer is “nothing.” We can show we are
happy for many things. Today we are going to talk about people who were
happy that Jesus is King!

Bible Story Time
NNMatthew 21:1-11

Young children are just beginning to identify that people such
as kings are special. By teaching them that Jesus is King, you
are helping them realize how special Jesus is! Open your Bible
to Matthew 21. Our story today is from the Bible, God’s special
book.

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did the people
shout? (Hosanna)
2. Who is King? (Jesus)

8

Palm Sunday–Toddler

The Bible tells us many things about Jesus.
(Hold hands open like a book.)
One day Jesus rode a donkey. Jesus is King!
(Hold hands as if you are riding an animal.)
People saw Jesus riding on the donkey. Jesus is King!
(Point to the children.)
The people waved palm branches in the air to praise
Jesus. Jesus is King!
(Wave hands in air.)
They shouted, “Hosanna!”
(Shout “Hosanna!”)
Jesus is King!
(Wave hands.)
You can also read this story from The Toddler’s Bible (on the
CD in your CTA packet).

Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 1, 4, 8-10,
Palm Sunday Story Card, Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. Encourage the
children to interact with the figures of the woman (Figure 1), the man (Figure 4),
the donkey (Figure 8), Jesus (Figure 9), and the palm branch (Figure 10). As they
help, retell the Bible story “Jesus Is King!” from Matthew 21:1-11.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible Step.
Keep the small group you have already gathered at the rug or visit children at
different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.

Punch out any new figures for the lesson and the Palm Sunday
Story Card. Lay the story card next to the story mat.
Place the donkey (Figure 8) on the mat before beginning the story. Who
rode on a donkey? Jesus did. Ask a child to place Jesus (Figure 9) on
the donkey. Lots of people saw Jesus on the donkey. Have a child
add the woman and the man (Figures 1 and 4). The people waved
palm branches. Ask a child to put the palm branch (Figure 10) by the
people. Do you remember what the people shouted? (“Hosanna!”)
Jesus is King!
Whether you are telling the Bible Review Story to individual
children or a small group, be sure to repeat the story. The
children will remember the story if it is repeated.

Story Mat with Story Figures
1, 4, 8-10, and Story Card

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story from Matthew 21:1-11 that Jesus is King!
“JESUS IS THE KING”
The complete song is on track 5 on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The
words and movements can be found on page 72 of this teacher’s guide.
Repeating a song helps children learn and remember it. Repeat the song “Jesus Is the
King” after singing through it one time.

Toddler–Palm Sunday
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Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Craft Step
Palm Branches

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one Palm Branch as time
allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send all the crafts home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Paper plates
Green construction paper

Glue sticks
Paper clips

Before Class: 1. Cut the green construction paper into 1-inch wide strips of varying lengths. 2. Set
a paper plate at each place on the table.

Craft Time

Talk with the children about the Bible story from Matthew 21:1-11 and how Jesus is King!
Jesus rode on a donkey. People waved palm branches. People shouted, “Hosanna!” Jesus is King!
Let’s make our own branches. Ask each child to glue several green strips to the paper plate.
You may want to show the children how to put glue on one end of the strips so the rest of the
strips hang freely. Encourage the children to make more than one Palm Branch.
We can wave our branches and praise Jesus too like the people in our Bible story. We can shout,
“Jesus is King!” Let the children wave their paper plate Palm Branches and shout, “Jesus is King!”
You could also let children wave the Palm Branches while listening to the Music Time song.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, that you are
glad they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who is King?”
Send each child home with his or her very own Starting
Steps. One side connects each child’s family to today’s
lesson; the other side includes a devotional, parenting tips,
and an amusing anecdote.

10
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Use this Lesson on EASTER SUNDAY as indicated in the Table of
Contents. See page 16 for the first lesson this quarter.

Easter

Jesus Is Alive!
Bible Basis: Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8;
Luke 24:1-10
Lesson Focus: Jesus is alive!

Teacher Devotional
Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Photo
Poster 2
Bible Story Time
Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8;
Luke 24:1-10

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figures 1, 4, 9, Easter Story Card,
Story Mat
Music Time
“JESUS IS THE KING”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD,
CD player

Craft Step

Butterflies
NNConstruction paper; optional: envelopes,
glue sticks, crayons, tape
NNStarting Steps for Easter

This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.

Toddlers experience the freshness of new
life on a daily basis. Perhaps that’s why
they are ready to join the psalmist when he
writes: “Clap your hands, all you nations;
shout to God with cries of joy” (Ps. 47:1).
To be able to understand the newness
of life is to be given a gift of delight. Read
Matthew 28:1-10. What joy our new life in
the risen Jesus brings!
As you teach your class about Jesus’
resurrection, let the children help you
rediscover what new life means. Clap your
hands and shout because Jesus is alive!

Understanding the Bible

Joseph of Arimathea [air-uh-muh-THEE-uh]
was a religious leader who believed in Jesus
(Mark 15:43). He took Jesus’ body, bound it
in white linen strips with fragrant spices, and
laid it on a ledge in a tomb. A large circular
stone was rolled along a sloped groove to
close off the tomb’s entrance. Soldiers were
posted outside Jesus’ tomb and a seal was
put on the stone to keep the body from
being stolen (Matt. 27:66).
Early Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene
and another Mary went to the tomb to
anoint Jesus’ body (Mark 16:1). This
practice masked the odor of decay and was
an act of devotion.
Earlier that day, an angel of the Lord
had appeared and opened the tomb. This
permitted others to enter the tomb and see
for themselves that Jesus’ body was gone.
Jesus appeared to the women and the
disciples as He had promised (Matt. 26:32;
28:16-20).
Toddler–Easter
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Lesson Focus: Jesus is alive!

Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group to
hear the Bible story from
Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:18; and Luke 24:1-10. You
can also walk around the
room, visit the children at
different activities, and use
the story mat to present the
Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and
two year olds to play
independently, enabling
you to present the Bible
Step, Bible Review Step,
and Craft Step either to
individuals or to small
groups throughout the
class time.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…
12

Easter–Toddler

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Butterflies in
the Craft Step, page 15.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities. Invite them to the rug for the Bible Step, page 13.
Today’s story is “Jesus Is Alive,” from Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8;
and Luke 24:1-10.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement
and Music Time, page 14. This week sing “Jesus Is the King.”
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play. Let children hide and look for a block to help them
relate to Mary’s happiness when she found Jesus alive in today’s Bible
story from Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; and Luke 24:1-10.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, pots and pans,
and utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life.
Encourage the children to prepare a happy celebration. This will help
them relate to today’s Bible story, “Jesus Is Alive!”

In today’s Bible story, “Jesus Is Alive,” children are told of Jesus’
death and resurrection. Toddlers and two year olds can’t totally
grasp the concept of dead and alive. However, Jesus’ death and
resurrection is a basic principle of our Christian faith. Young
children are able to hear and learn from faith-building lessons
such as this one.

Lesson Focus: Jesus is alive!

Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 2
Toddlers love to look at photographs that show children. Seeing the contrast
between being sad and happy will help them connect to
the Bible story, “Jesus Is Alive,” from Matthew 28:1-10;
Mark 16:1-8; and Luke 24:1-10. Invite small groups (no
more than four children) to the rug for Talk Time. Use
this rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!
Show Photo Poster 2 to the children. Point to the child
with the sad face. This child is sad. When are you sad?
Encourage the children to talk about when they are sad.
Be sure to encourage each child to participate. Point to the
Photo Poster 2
child with the happy face. This child is happy. When are you
happy? Give each child an opportunity to tell about being happy even if it is just
a one word answer. I feel happy when I hear happy news. Today we are going to
hear the happy news that Jesus is alive!

Bible Story Time

NNMatthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-10
Young children are not equipped to talk about or hear about
death. They can, however, identify with emotions such as happy
and sad. Today’s Bible story tells of Jesus’ resurrection by connecting the events to emotions that toddlers can understand. Open
your Bible to Matthew 28. Our story today comes from God’s
special book, the Bible. The Bible tells us many things about Jesus.
Some people didn’t like Jesus.
(Shake head no.)
They hurt Jesus and took Him away.
Jesus died. His friends were sad.
They thought Jesus would never come back.
(Rub hands next to eyes as if crying.)
Then Mary saw Jesus alive and well.
(Wave hands in air.)
She told Jesus’ friends, “Jesus is alive!”
(Cup hands in front of mouth.)
Jesus’ friends were happy again. Jesus is alive!
(Have children shout, “Jesus is alive!”)
Repeat the Bible story to help the children learn and
remember. You can also read this story from The Toddler’s Bible
(on the CD in your CTA packet).

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1.Who saw Jesus was
alive? (Mary)
2. Who is alive? (Jesus)

Toddler–Easter
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Lesson Focus: Jesus is alive!

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 1, 4, 9, Easter Story Card,
Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. The children
in your class are not concerned if the same figure is used as different characters
throughout the quarter. It is more important that they are able to move the
figures around as you tell the Bible Review Story. This week the woman, Figure
1, will be Mary. Encourage the children to interact with the figures of Mary
(Figure 1), the man (Figure 4), and Jesus (Figure 9) as they help you retell the
Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible
Step. Either stay at the rug with the small group you have already gathered or
visit children at different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.
Punch out the Easter Story Card. Lay the story card next to the
story mat. Have the figures ready to use.
Place Figures 1, 4, and 9 on the floor before beginning the story. Ask
children to add the figures as instructed in the story.
Jesus’ friends were sad. They didn’t think they would see Jesus
again.
This is Mary. Have a child put Mary (Figure 1) on the mat. Who
did Mary see alive and well? (Jesus.) Have a child add Jesus (Figure
9) to the mat.
Who did Mary tell that “Jesus is alive”? (Jesus’ friends.) Have a
child place the man (Figure 4) on the mat.
Who is alive? Jesus is alive!
Story Mat with Story Figures
Be sure to repeat the Bible Story Review to each child or small
1, 4, 9, and Story Card
group. This will help the children remember the story.

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story from Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; and
Luke 24:1-10 where we find that Jesus is alive!
“JESUS IS THE KING”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 72 of this teacher’s guide.
Repeat the song “Jesus Is the King” after singing it with the children. Toddlers learn
music by listening to it over and over.
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Lesson Focus: Jesus is alive!

Craft Step
Butterflies

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one Butterfly. All the
things your children create are treasures; send them all home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Construction paper
Tape
Glue sticks
Optional: envelopes
Crayons
Before Class: 1. Cut some of the construction paper into medium-size triangles where two
adjacent sides are equal lengths. Glue two triangles together at the points to make a
butterfly shape. Make two or three butterflies for each child. 2. If you are using the
optional envelopes, cut the flaps off of two envelopes. Lick just the point of one flap.
Stick it to the point on the other flap to make a butterfly shape. Make two or three
butterfly shapes for each child.

Craft Time

Jesus is alive! Butterflies help people remember that Jesus is alive. Give each child a butterfly
shape. Encourage the children to color the butterfly using several different colors.
As the children work, talk about today’s Bible story, “Jesus Is Alive,” from Matthew 28:1-10;
Mark 16:1-8; and Luke 24:1-10. Some people had hurt Jesus and taken Him away. Jesus died. His
friends were sad. They thought Jesus would never come back. Then Mary saw Jesus alive and well!
His friends were happy. Jesus is alive!
Let the children color more than one butterfly. Tape each child’s butterflies to a piece of
construction paper.
Next week
you will teach
Lesson 6 on
page 41.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are glad
they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who is alive?” Send
each child home with his or her very own Starting Steps.
One side connects each child’s family to today’s lesson;
the other side includes a devotional, parenting tips, and an
amusing anecdote.
Toddler–Easter
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Lesson 1

God Gives Us
Clothes
Bible Basis: 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27; 2:18-19, 26
Lesson Focus: God gives us clothes.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 3
Bible Story Time
1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27; 2:18-19, 26

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figures 1-3, Story Card 1, Story Mat
Music Time
“YES, GOD GIVES US”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
CD, CD player

Craft Step

Clothes Collage
NNDrawing paper, teacher scissors,
magazines or catalogs, glue sticks;
optional: construction paper
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 1

This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.
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Teacher Devotional

Have you ever wanted something so badly
that it hurt? In 1 Samuel 1, Hannah wanted
a child. She endured various difficulties
while waiting for her need to be filled. Yet
she continued to trust in God.
Read 1 Samuel 1:26-27. This is Hannah’s
confession. God had blessed her trust.
It is hard to trust God while experiencing
discomfort or despair. However, remember
God can use challenge and discomfort to
draw you into a closer relationship with Him.
Be encouraged today—whatever life
struggles you are facing can produce deeper
intimacy with God. Ask God to help you start
the children in your class on a path that will
encourage them to trust God for all their
needs.

Understanding the Bible

First Samuel records the transition of Israel
from a theocracy (led by God through leaders called judges and priests) to a monarchy
(led by a king). Samuel, Israel’s last faithful
judge, was the one who anointed its first king
(Saul).
Samuel spent most of his childhood with
a priest named Eli, in service to the Lord.
This fulfilled a vow his mother, Hannah, had
made to God before Samuel was born
(1 Sam. 1:11).
Each year Hannah would bring Samuel a
new robe. This was a knee-length robe worn
under an ephod. An ephod was usually a hip
length, sleeveless pullover made from linen.
It was worn by those who served God at His
sanctuary (1 Sam. 22:18; 2 Sam. 6:14).

Lesson 1 Focus: God gives us clothes.

Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group to
hear the Bible story from
1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and
2:18-19, 26. You can also
walk around the room, visit
the children at different
activities, and use the story
mat to present the Bible
Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Clothes
Collage in the Craft Step, page 20.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small or whole
group activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite
them to the rug for the Bible Step, page 18. Today’s story is “God
Gives Us Clothes,” from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement and
Music Time, page 19. This week sing “Yes, God Gives Us.”
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Show the children how to wrap the blankets from the Home Living
area around the stuffed animals to make “clothes.” This will help
them relate to Hannah in today’s Bible story, “God Gives Us Clothes.”
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, and dishes for
children to imitate what they see in real life. Let children try on
different sizes of shirts as pretend coats. This exploratory play will
help them understand today’s Bible story from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27
and 2:18-19, 26.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…

In today’s Bible story from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26,
“God Gives Us Clothes,” Hannah made a new coat for Samuel each
year. While his clothes did not have zippers or buttons, he did have to
learn how to fasten them. Two year olds love to button and zip things.
Bring in clothes, such as old shirts, with buttons and zippers for the
children to practice fastening. This will make them more confident of
their skills as they learn to dress themselves.
Toddler–Lesson 1
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Lesson 1 Focus: God gives us clothes.

Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 3
Toddlers love to look at photographs that show children. Sharing what
they know about clothing helps them connect to the Bible story, “God
Gives Us Clothes,” from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26. Invite
small groups (no more than four children) to the rug for Talk Time.
Use this rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!

Photo Poster 3

Show Photo Poster 3. Point to the child. Here is a child. Point to the toddler’s coat. The child is wearing a coat. A coat is a type of clothes. What
kinds of clothes are you wearing? Encourage the children to point to
their clothes. Help them say the names of different pieces of clothing,
such as pants, shirts, shoes, etc. While some children may not be able to
verbalize names of clothing, many recognize what the name is labeling.
We all need clothes to wear. Today we’re going to learn that God gives
us clothes.

Bible Story Time

NN1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27; 2:18-19, 26
Although they do not realize it yet, having their basic
needs met—like clothing—is one way young children build
confidence and a sense of security. It’s good to teach them God
meets our needs. In today’s Bible story, they hear God gives us
clothes. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 1. Our story today is from
the Bible, God’s special book. Hannah’s story is in the Bible.
Hannah might tell her story like this:

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did Hannah make
for Samuel? (A coat)
2. Who gives us clothes?
(God)
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My name is Hannah. I had a baby named Samuel.
(Pretend to rock a baby.)
And I loved him very much. Samuel grew and grew.
(Hug self; stretch up.)
Every year I made a new coat for Samuel.
(Pretend to put on a coat.)
God helped me care for Samuel.
(Point up.)
God gave Samuel clothes.
God gives us clothes.
(Point to your own clothes.)
Whether you are telling the story to one child or a small
group, repeat the Bible story and actions several times.

Lesson 1 Focus: God gives us clothes.

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 1-3,
Story Card 1; Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. The children in
your class aren’t concerned if the same figure is used as different characters throughout the quarter. It is more important that they are able to move the figures around
as you tell the Bible Review Story. This week the woman (Figure 1) will be Hannah
and the boy (Figure 2) will be Samuel. Encourage the children to interact with the
figures of Hannah (Figure 1), Samuel (Figure 2), and the coat (Figure 3) as they
help you retell the Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible Step.
Keep the small group you have at the rug or visit children at different activities and
tell the Bible Review Story.
Before class, find a story mat to use to review the stories.
A small towel or blanket will work well as a story mat.
Arrange the figures in the order you will use them. Lay
Story Card 1 next to the story mat. Present the story to each small
group.
Place Hannah and Samuel (Figures 1 and 2) on the story mat. God
gave Hannah a boy named Samuel. Samuel grew and grew. What
does Samuel need? Hold up the coat (Figure 3). Every year Hannah
made a new coat for Samuel. Ask a child to place the coat on Samuel.
God gave Samuel clothes. God gives us clothes.
Repeat the story to each group of children or individuals.

Story Mat with Story Figures
1-3, and Story Card 1

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD; CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26,
where God gave Samuel clothes through Hannah.
“YES, GOD GIVES US”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 71 of this teacher’s guide.
Repeat “Yes, God Gives Us” to help your toddlers and two year olds learn and
remember it.

Toddler–Lesson
Lesson 1
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Lesson 1 Focus: God gives us clothes.

Craft Step
Clothes Collage

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one Clothes Collage, as
time allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send them all home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Drawing paper
Teacher scissors
Magazines or catalogs
Glue sticks
Optional: construction paper
Before Class: 1. Cut several clothing items from magazines or catalogs. Optional: cut several tops,
pants, dresses, and hats out of construction paper. 2. Set a piece of paper at each place on the
table.

Craft Time

Hannah made a new coat for Samuel each year. You can glue pictures of clothes. Give
each child a glue stick and several magazine or construction paper clothes.
Let the children put glue all over the papers and press the clothes pictures onto the glue.
Some older children may prefer to put the glue on each piece and then press it down on the
paper. Have each child work with the method that is most comfortable for him or her.
As the children work, talk about the Bible story, “God Gives Us Clothes,” from 1 Samuel 1:20,
26-27 and 2:18-19, 26. God gave Hannah a boy named Samuel. He grew. Every year Hannah made
Samuel a coat. God gave Samuel clothes. God gives us clothes.
Encourage each child to make more than one Clothes Collage.

Goodbye Time
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As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are
glad they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who gives us
clothes?” Send home the cover of Starting Steps today.
Families can enjoy the calendar activities. Send each child
home with his or her very own Starting Steps. One side
connects each child’s family to today’s lesson; the other
side includes a devotional, parenting tips, and an amusing
anecdote.

Lesson 2

God Gives
Us Food
Bible Basis: Exodus 16:11-18
Lesson Focus: God gives us food.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 4
Bible Story Time
Exodus 16:11-18

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Story Figures 1, 2, 4, 5, Story Card 2,
Story Mat
Music Time
“YES, GOD GIVES US”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD,
CD player

Craft Step

String Painting
NNDrawing paper, string, craft sticks,
masking tape, washable tempera paint,
margarine tubs, paint shirts, newspapers;
optional: craft smock for teacher
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 2
This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.

Teacher Devotional

In Exodus 3:7, God states, “I have indeed
seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I
have heard them crying out because of their
slave drivers, and I am concerned about
their suffering.” Three of the phrases in this
verse—“I have seen,” “I have heard,” “I am
concerned”—describe God’s character.
Read Exodus 16:11-18. These are
examples of God’s character. He responded
to the Israelites’ hunger by literally raining
down food from heaven.
God sees our circumstances. He listens to
our prayers and our cries for help. He feels
compassion for our suffering. Pray about a
situation in your life. Know that God will see,
hear, and understand your prayer.

Understanding the Bible

A month and a half after God had delivered
the Israelites from Egypt, they found themselves without food on the Sinai peninsula
(Exod. 16:1).
God’s response to their hunger and
grumbling was to rain down bread from
heaven. It would satisfy the Israelites’ hunger
as well as remind them to rely on God.
This bread that came each morning
was called “manna,” which means “What is
it?” Manna is described “like frost” (Exod.
16:14) and “like wafers made with honey”
(vs. 31). Six mornings a week they were to
gather one omer (about two quarts) for
each person. On Friday a double portion
was gathered for the Sabbath.
The manna continued until the Israelites
celebrated their first Passover in Canaan
(Josh. 5:10-12).
Toddler–Lesson 2
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Lesson 2 Focus: God gives us food.

Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group to
hear the Bible story from
Exodus 16:11-18. You
can also walk around the
room, visit the children at
different activities, and use
the story mat to present the
Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see String
Painting in the Craft Step, page 25.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small or whole
group activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite
them to the rug for the Bible Step, page 23. Today’s story is “God
Gives Us Food,” from Exodus 16:11-18.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement
and Music Time, page 24. Sing “Yes, God Gives Us” this week.
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words. Let children
quietly look through books that picture food. These pictures will help the
children relate to today’s Bible story, “God Gives Us Food.”
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play. Let children pick up blocks and put them in a basket.
Ask them to pretend that the blocks are pieces of the bread God sent
from heaven in today’s Bible story from Exodus 16:11-18.
Toys—
Encouarge play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, and dishes for
children to imitate what they see in real life. Ask the children to
make pretend meals. As they work, talk about how God gives us food.
This type of play will help them remember the Bible story.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…
22

Lesson 2–Toddler

In today’s Bible story “God Gives Us Food,” from Exodus 16:1118, the Israelites learned to trust in God to provide food for them.
Eventually they became tired of the manna. Young children have
already developed definite food preferences. These preferences may
change quite often. If you provide snacks for your children, try to
offer a variety of healthy foods. Be sure to ask parents about any
food allergies their child may have.

Lesson 2 Focus: God gives us food.

Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 4
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children. Sharing what
they know about food will help them connect to the Bible story,
“God Gives Us Food,” from Exodus 16:11-18. Invite small groups
(of four children or less) to the rug for Talk Time. Use this rhyme
to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!
Show Photo Poster 4. Point to the toddler. Here is a girl. Point to each
Photo Poster 4
food in the picture individually. What is this? (Apples, cheese, and
crackers.) Apples, cheese, and crackers are all types of food. What kind of food
do you like? Be prepared to tell about your favorite food to begin the sharing
time. Encourage all the children to share answers even if an answer is only one
word. Some of the children will repeat answers that others give. That’s okay.
There are many different foods. Today we are going to learn that God gives us
food.

Bible Story Time
NNExodus 16:11-18

Food is another basic need that all children have. But it also
can be a source of enjoyment for your toddlers and two year
olds. In today’s Bible story, they will learn that God is the
source and giver of food. Open your Bible to Exodus 16. Our
story today is from God’s special book, the Bible.
Some people were hungry.
(Rub your tummy.)
They didn’t have any food to eat.
(Shake your head no.)
God gave the people special bread to eat.
(Pat your tummy.)
Every day the bread came from the sky.
(Wiggle fingers to represent rain falling.)
God gave the people food.
(Pretend to eat.)
God gives us food.
(Clap and say, “Thank You, God.”)
Repeat the Bible story to help children remember. You can
also read this story from The Toddler’s Bible (on the CD in your
CTA packet).

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did God give the
people? (Food)
2. Who gives us food?
(God)

Toddler–Lesson 2
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Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 1, 2, 4, 5, Story Card 2,
Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. The children
in your class aren’t concerned if the same figure is used as different characters
throughout the quarter. It is more important that they are able to move the figures around as you tell the Bible Review Story. This week, the woman (Figure
1), the boy (Figure 2), and the man (Figure 4) will help represent a group of
people. Encourage the children to interact with the woman, the boy, and the
man (Figures 1, 2, and 4) and the bread (Figure 5) as they help you retell the
Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible Step.
Either stay at the rug with the small group you have already gathered or
visit children at different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.
Punch out any new figures for the lesson and Story Card 2. Lay
the story card next to the story mat.
Arrange the figures on the floor for children to choose the
figure needed in the story. Ask a child to put the woman, the boy, and
the man (Figures 1, 2, and 4) on the mat. These people were hungry.
They didn’t have food to eat. God gave the people special bread
to eat. Ask a child to put the bread (Figure 5) on the mat. God gave the
people food. God gives us food.
Whether you are telling the Bible Review Story to an individual
or a small group, be sure to repeat the story. The children will
remember the story when it is repeated.

Story Mat with Story Figures
1, 2, 4, 5, and Story Card 2

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reviews today’s Bible story from Exodus 16:11-18 where God provided
food for the Israelites in the wilderness.
“YES, GOD GIVES US”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 71 of this teacher’s guide.
Repeat the song “Yes, God Gives Us.” Young children need to hear a song over and
over as they learn it.

24

Lesson 2–Toddler

Lesson 2 Focus: God gives us food.

Craft Step
String Painting

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one String Painting as time
allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send them all home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Drawing paper
String
Craft sticks
Masking tape
Washable tempera paint
Margarine tubs
Paint shirts
Newspapers
Optional: cut drawing paper into shapes of favorite food (popsicle, banana, pizza slice,
etc.). Use a craft smock for teacher (an oversized shirt, large apron, or lab coat can work).
Before Class: 1. Tape a piece of string, 6 inches long, to the end of each craft stick.
2. Pour the paint into the tubs and place them on the table. 3. Cover the table with newspapers before setting a piece of paper at each place.

Craft Time

This week’s craft could be messy. Help the children put on paint shirts. You may want to wear a
smock to protect your clothes.
Show the children how to hold the craft sticks as handles. After dipping a piece of string into
paint, have each child lay it on the paper to make designs. Let them experiment with other pieces
of string to add more colors. Encourage children to make more than one painting.
As the children work, talk about today’s Bible story, “God Gives Us Food.” Some people were
very hungry. They didn’t have any food to eat. God gave the people special bread to eat. God gave
the people food. God gives us food.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are glad
they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who gives us food?”
Send each child home with his or her very own Starting
Steps. One side connects each child’s family to today’s
lesson; the other side includes a devotional, parenting tip,
and an amusing anecdote.
Toddler–Lesson 2
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Lesson 3

God Gives Us
Water
Bible Basis: Exodus 15:22—17:6
Lesson Focus: God gives us water.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 5
Bible Story Time
Exodus 15:22—17:6

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Story Figures 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, Story Card 3,
Story Mat
Music Time
“YES, GOD GIVES US”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD,
CD player

Craft Step

“Painting” with Water Bottles
NNDrawing paper, tempera paint,
foam meat trays, paint shirts,
water bottles, paper towels;
optional: teacher’s smock, dishpan, soap
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 3
This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.
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Teacher Devotional

In Exodus 3, God called Moses to lead the
Israelites. Moses’ first response to God was not
“Yes.” It was basically, “Why me?” But God still
used Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.
Read Exodus 15:22—17:6. The
Israelites complained and did not trust
God when times were hard. Despite all
these complaints, God used Moses and the
Israelites to carry out His will.
Sometimes we complain when God calls
us to carry out His will. But God still uses us.
God is using you as you teach and care
for the children in your class. Look beyond
frustrations that tempt you to complain, and
be open to what He wants to do through you.

Understanding the Bible

Moses led the people south from the Desert
of Sin to make camp at Rephidim (Exod.
17:1). The people complained to Moses when
they discovered there was no water at this site.
The Israelites seemingly complained
against Moses and Aaron whenever there
was a crisis. In actuality, this was a quarrel
with God (Exod. 16:8). This constant testing
of God showed their lack of faith in Him.
God instructed Moses to go with the elders
away from the crowds and strike his staff
against a specific rock in nearby Horeb. Moses
had previously encountered the burning bush
at Horeb (Exod. 3:1-2).
God kept His word to provide water.
The event was celebrated by later writers
(Ps. 78:15-16; 105:41; 114:8). Moses,
however, named the site Massah, meaning
“testing,” and Meribah which means
“quarreling.”

Lesson 3 Focus: God gives us water.

Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group to
hear the Bible story from
Exodus 15:22—17:6. You
can also walk around the
room, visit the children at
different activities, and use
the story mat to present the
Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see “Painting
with Water Bottles” in the Craft Step, page 30.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities. Invite them to the rug for the Bible Step, page 28.
Today’s Bible story is “God Gives Us Water,” from Exodus 15:22—17:6.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement
and Music Time, page 29. This week sing “Yes, God Gives Us.”
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Set out a plastic tub filled with an inch of water on a towel and toys
for water play. This supervised water play will help the children relate
to the Bible story, “God Gives Us Water,” from Exodus 15:22—17:6.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, pots and pans,
and utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life.
Encourage children to give the dolls pretend water to drink to
help them understand the thirsty people in today’s Bible story from
Exodus 15:22—17:6.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…

In today’s Bible story from Exodus 15:22—17:6, the Israelites were
going through a stressful time. They needed to learn to relax and
trust in God. Some children arriving in your class may have just
gone through the “Hurry! We’re late for church!” routine. These
children may come stressed or in a hurry to explore every object.
Playing calming music may help them relax and slow down.
Toddler–Lesson 3
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Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 5
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children. Sharing what they know
about water helps them connect to the Bible story, “God Gives Us Water,”
from Exodus 15:22—17:6. Invite small groups (four children or less) to
the rug for Talk Time. Use this rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!

Photo Poster 5

Show Photo Poster 5. Who can find the child in the picture? Have
the children point to the little girl. Here is a girl. Point to the water. Here is
some water. The girl is drinking the water. What do we do with water?
Encourage all the children to share. Be prepared to give some ideas such
as drink and take a bath. Expect that some of the children will simply
repeat the ideas you give. Children with more advanced verbal skills will
give longer answers. We can do many things with water. Today we’re going
to learn that God gives us water.

Bible Story Time
NNExodus 15:22—17:6

Toddlers have experience with how water tastes and feels.
Today’s Bible story connects what they know about water to
who gives them water. Open your Bible to Exodus 15. Our
story for today is from God’s special book, the Bible. Moses’
story is in the Bible. Moses might tell his story like this:

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did God give the
people? (Water)
2. Who gives us water?
(God)
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My name is Moses. I went on a long trip with some people.
(Pretend to be walking.)
We became very thirsty. But there was no water.
We wanted water to drink.
(Point to your mouth. Then shake your head no.)
God told me to hit a rock with my stick.
(Put your fist in the palm of your other hand.)
God made water come out of the rock.
(Move hands outward and say “Swish” with the children.)
God gave me and the people water to drink.
(Lift hands up in praise.)
God gives us water.
(Pretend to drink a glass of water.)
Repeat the story to help the children learn and remember.

Lesson 3–Toddler

Lesson 3 Focus: God gives us water.

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 1, 2, 4, 6, 7,
Story Card 3, Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. Encourage the
children to interact with the figures of the woman (Figure 1), the boy (Figure 2), the
man (Figure 4), the rock (Figure 6), and the stream (Figure 7) as they help you retell
the Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible Step.
Keep the small group you have already gathered together at the rug or visit children
at different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.
Punch out any new figures for the lesson and Story Card
3. Lay the story card next to the story mat.
Arrange the figures on the floor so the children can
choose the figure needed in the story. Ask a child to put the woman,
the boy, and the man (Figures 1, 2, and 4) on the mat. These people
were thirsty. They needed a drink of water. But they had no water.
God made water come out of the rock. Ask a child to put the water
coming out of the rock (Figures 6 and 7) on the mat. God gave the
people water. God gives us water.
Repeat this story with each group of children—no matter how
small. Toddlers and two year olds need to hear and do things
more than one time to remember them.
Story Mat with Story Figures
1, 2, 4, 6, 7, and Story Card 3

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story from Exodus 15:22—17:6 where God gave
water to Israel in the wilderness.
“YES, GOD GIVES US”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 71 of this teacher’s guide.
Toddlers and two year olds love to hear songs over and over. Repeat the song “Yes,
God Gives Us” to help the children remember it.

Toddler–Lesson 3
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Lesson 3 Focus: God gives us water.

Craft Step
“Painting” with Water Bottles

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one “Painting” as time
allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send them all home.
Where: At the table
Materials:
Drawing paper
Water bottles (small)
Tempera paint
Foam meat trays Paint shirts
Optional: teacher’s smock (see page 25), dishpan, soap, paper towels
Before Class: 1. Set out color stations for the children with 3 to 4 colors of tempera paint each
poured into a foam meat tray. 2. Set out a water bottle at each color station (which serves as the
“paint brush” for the children to “paint” with). Quick Teacher Tip: For quick cleanup,
have a dishpan of soapy water and paper towels nearby to wash children’s hands.

Craft Time

Help each child put on a paint shirt. You may want to wear a craft smock to protect your clothes.
Give each child a piece of drawing paper. Ask them to select which color they want to
“paint” with and help them dip the bottom of the water bottle in the tray of paint and
then use it as a “stamp” to make circles on their paper. Let each child make more than
one “Painting.”
As the children work, talk about the Bible story from Exodus 15:22—17:6. Some people were
very thirsty. They didn’t have any water to drink. God made water come out of a rock. God gave the
people water. God gives us water.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are
glad they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who gives
us water?” Send each child home with his or her very
own Starting Steps. One side connects each child’s family
to today’s lesson; the other side includes a devotional,
parenting tip, and an amusing anecdote.
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Lesson 4

Jesus
Is Special
Bible Basis: Matthew 7:7-11; 28:20;
Romans 8:35
Lesson Focus: Jesus is special.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Photo
Poster 6
Bible Story Time
Matthew 7:7-11; 28:20; Romans 8:35

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figures 9, 11, Story Card 4, Story Mat
Music Time
“JESUS IS THE KING”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD,
CD player

Craft Step

Musical Hearts
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD,
CD player, construction paper, washable
markers
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 4

This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.

Teacher Devotional

When a two year old is frightened or scared, he
or she clings to someone, preferably a parent,
for shelter, protection, and love. As adults, we
may feel the same need to cling to someone.
When you are scared or frightened,
where do you turn first? Jesus is there for
you and longs to meet your needs.
Jesus promises in Matthew 28:20, “And
surely I am with you always, to the very end
of the age.” What a promise of comfort!
Jesus is always there for you to cling to in
times of both joy and trials. Nothing can
separate you from that love (Rom. 8:38-39).
This week, cling to God and His love.

Understanding the Bible

The Bible passages for today’s lesson help
us understand Jesus and His love for each
one of us. Jesus is Immanuel—“God with us”
(Matt. 1:23). Jesus expands this in Matthew
28:20. The adverb “always” in this case
may include “the whole part of every day.”
Therefore, Jesus promises His believers that
He is with them every part of every day for
now and eternity.
Believers can confidently pray to God.
God hears and answers those requests. They
are not rejected or ignored (Matt. 7:7-8).
In Romans, Paul further expands on how
close believers are to God. As an answer to
questions Paul asks of believers, he assures
them that though they may have difficulties
and suffering, nothing separates them from
the love of Jesus.

Toddler–Lesson 4
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Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus is special.

Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group to
hear the Bible story from
Matthew 7:7-11; 28:20; and
Romans 8:35. You can also
walk around the room, visit
the children at different
activities, and use the story
mat to present the Bible
Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Musical
Hearts in the Craft Step, page 35.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small or whole
group activities depending on the size of your group. Invite them
to the rug for the Bible Step, page 33. Today’s Bible story is “Jesus Is
Special” from Matthew 7:7-11; 28:20; and Romans 8:35.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement and
Music Time, page 34. Sing the song, “Jesus Is the King,” this week.
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words. Set out
story books and Bible books about Jesus. As you read to the children,
point out different things Jesus is doing in the pictures. Identifying
Jesus over and over will help the children understand the Bible story of
Jesus being special from Matthew 7:7-11; 28:20; and Romans 8:35.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play.
Toys—
Encouarge play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, dishes, and utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life. Encourage
the children to play with the dolls. Have them show love to the dolls to
help them relate to today’s Bible story, “Jesus Is Special.”

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…
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In today’s Bible story, “Jesus Is Special,” from Matthew 7:7-11;
28:20; and Romans 8:35, children learn about Jesus’ love for
them. This new information can be the beginning of a personal
relationship. Young children build relationships with people they
can trust and who love and care for them. As you teach about
Jesus’ love, you are helping to prepare them to have a personal
relationship with Him.

Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus is special.

Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 6
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children. Sharing what they know about
adults loving children helps them connect to the Bible story, “Jesus Is Special,”
from Matthew 7:7-11; 28:20; and Romans 8:35. Invite small groups
(no more than four children) to the rug for Talk Time. Use this
rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!
Show Photo Poster 6. Point to the child. Here is a girl. Where is her
mommy? Ask a child to point to the mommy. What are the girl and
mommy doing? (Hugging each other.) When people hug each
other they show they love each other. What are things people do
Photo Poster 6
to show you they love you? (Children may suggest hugging, kissing, holding, or
talking to a child.) Encourage children to share ways they know they are loved.
Children with advanced verbal skills will give more complete answers. Jesus loves
us too. Today we are going to learn that Jesus is special.

Bible Story Time

NNMatthew 7:7-11; 28:20; Romans 8:35
Toddlers and two year olds build personal relationships with
people who love them. They can also start to see Jesus as someone who loves them. Today’s Bible story teaches about Jesus’
special love. Open your Bible to Matthew 7. Our story this
week comes from the Bible, God’s special book.
The Bible tells us that Jesus is special. He loves us.
(Hug yourself.)
He is always with us.
(Nod head up and down.)
Jesus is special, and He loves us.
(Hug yourself.)
We can always talk to Him.
(Move your hands as if you were talking.)
Jesus is special, and He loves us.
(Hug yourself.)
Jesus is special!
(Point up.)
Whether you are telling the story to one child or a small
group, repeat the Bible story. Repeating the actions with you
will help the children learn and remember.

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. Who loves us? (Jesus)
2. Who is special? (Jesus)

Toddler–Lesson 4
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Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus is special.

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 9, 11, Story Card 4, Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. Encourage
the children to interact with the figures of Jesus (Figure 9) and the heart
(Figure 11) as they help you retell the Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible
Step. Either stay at the rug with the small group you have already gathered or
visit children at different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.

Punch out any new figures for the lesson and Story Card 4. Lay
the story card next to the story mat.
Place Jesus (Figure 9) on the mat. This is Jesus. Jesus is special.
He loves us. Have a child put the heart (Figure 11) on the mat. Have a
child cover Jesus with his or her hand. You may need to show the child how
to do this. Even when we can’t see Jesus, He is always with us. Have
the child remove his or her hand to reveal Jesus again. We can always
talk to Jesus. Have children fold their hands. Jesus is special!
Even if you tell the story to just one child at a time, repeat it
to each child or small group. Toddlers and two year olds need to
hear and do things more than once.
Story Mat with Story Figures
9, 11, and Story Card 4

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story from Matthew 7:7-11; Matthew 28:20; and
Romans 8:35 about how Jesus is special.
“JESUS IS THE KING”
The complete song is found on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words
and movements can be found on page 72 of this teacher’s guide.
Toddlers love to hear the same song repeatedly. Be sure to repeat the song “Jesus Is the
King” as children learn it.
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Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus is special.

Craft Step
Musical Hearts

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. They discover how markers work by coloring with them. Encourage
each child to create more than one Musical Heart drawing as time allows. All the things your
children create are treasures. You can send them all home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—CD
Construction paper

CD player
Washable markers

Before Class: 1. Draw a heart on each piece of construction paper.
2. Place the CD player, with the CD, near the table.

Craft Time

Give each child a piece of paper with a heart drawn on it. Your paper has a heart shape on it. A
heart reminds us of love. Jesus loves us. Ask each child to pick up a marker. Begin playing the
CD. Be sure to play “Jesus Is the King” as well as a variety of other songs. Have the children color
as they listen to the music. Some of them will color to the beat. If the beat is fast, the children
will color fast. Encourage the children to change colors of markers as they color. Let the children
make more than one drawing.
Before the children finish the craft time, talk about today’s Bible story from Matthew and
Romans. Jesus loves us. He is always with us, even when we can’t see Him. We can always talk to
Jesus. Jesus is special.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are glad
they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who is special?”
Send each child home with his or her very own Starting
Steps. One side connects each child’s family to today’s
lesson; the other side includes a devotional, parenting tips,
and an amusing anecdote.
Toddler–Lesson 4
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Lesson 5

God Made
Daytime and
Nighttime
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:3-5, 14-19
Lesson Focus: God made daytime and
nighttime.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Posters 3 and 7
Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:3-5, 14-19

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figures 12, 13, Story Card 5, Story Mat
Music Time
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
CD, CD player

Craft Step

Nighttime Pictures
NNBlack construction paper, white or
yellow chalk; optional: damp paper towels
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 5

This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.
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Teacher Devotional

Two year olds seem to have their own agenda.
Each waking moment is filled with many
different plans. At times, we wonder if their
plans ever match up with ours! God’s purpose
from the beginning was for us to know His
plan. The unfolding of creation helps us to
know our Designer.
Read Psalm 139. As you teach about
creation, think about how God created
you. Get to know the Master Designer by
spending time reading His Word. Find some
time that you can spend reading God’s Word
each week—every day if possible.
You can rest in the fact that He has a perfect
plan for your life and His plan is good!

Understanding the Bible

Creation was developed from God’s very
own words (Gen. 1:3). It displayed God’s
awesome and beautiful plan. God created
the entire Creation out of nothing (Heb.
11:3). This concept is introduced in Genesis
1:1. The Hebrew word for “God” in this
verse is Elohim. This word is a plural word
form which may emphasize God’s power and
might.
One of God’s first miracles of Creation
was the appearance of light and darkness just
by His voice. God in His sovereignty named
the light three days before the appearance of
the sun and moon (Gen. 1:3, 14).
God also showed His greatness by
dividing day from night. This gives us time
to work and rest each day as well as enjoy the
natural distinction of seasons and changes of
weather.

Lesson 1 Focus: God made daytime and nighttime.

Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group to
hear the Bible story from
Genesis 1:3-5 and 14-19.
You can also walk around
the room, visit the children
at different activities, and
use the story mat to present
the Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Nighttime
Pictures in the Craft Step, page 40.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite them to
the rug for the Bible Step, page 38. Today’s story is “God Made
Daytime and Nighttime” from Genesis 1:3-5 and 14-19.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement
and the Music Time, page 39. Sing “God Made the World.”
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words. There are
many excellent books about creation available. Put out picture books
of stars and moons.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Challenge children to find toys they use during the daytime to help
them become involved with the Bible story “God Made Daytime and
Nighttime.”
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, dishes, and utensils
for children to imitate what they see in real life. Encourage children
to put the dolls to bed to help them relate to the Bible story.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…

In today’s Bible story, from Genesis 1:3-5 and 14-19, the children
hear that God made daytime and nighttime. As you play with
children in the Home Living area, you can help to reinforce the
concept of daytime and nighttime. Help them match a time with
an appropriate action such as, “It’s nighttime. Can you put the
dolly in her bed?”
Toddler–Lesson 5
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Lesson 5 Focus: God made daytime and nighttime.

Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Posters 3 and 7
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children. Sharing what they know
about being awake and sleeping helps them connect to the Bible story
“God Made Daytime and Nighttime” from Genesis 1:3-5 and 14-19. Invite
small groups (four children or less) to the rug for Talk Time. Use this
rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!
Photo Poster 7

Show Photo Poster 3 to the children. Here is a boy who is awake. When
you are awake it’s daytime. What do you do when you are awake?
Encourage those children with undeveloped verbal skills to point
or act out what they do in the daytime. Be sure to give each child an
opportunity to share.
Show Photo Poster 7. Point to the sleeping girl. Here is a girl who is
sleeping. When you sleep it’s often nighttime. When do you sleep?
Again have the children share ideas. They may talk about bedtime
and naps. God made daytime to play and nighttime to sleep.

Photo Poster 3

Bible Story Time
NNGenesis 1:3-5, 14-19

Daytime and nighttime are a part of every toddler’s daily
routine or experience. By teaching about God’s creation using
what they know, the children will be more likely to understand
and remember that God made daytime and nighttime. Open
your Bible to Genesis 1. Our story today comes from God’s
special book, the Bible.

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did God make?
(Daytime and nighttime)
2. Who made daytime
and nighttime? (God)
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The Bible tells us that God made daytime.
(Point up.)
The sun shines in the daytime.
(Make a circle above your head with your arms.)
We play in the daytime.
(Run in place.)
The Bible tells us that God made nighttime.
(Point up.)
We see the moon and the stars at nighttime.
We sleep at nighttime.
(Rest head on hands.)
God made daytime and nighttime.
Whether you are telling the story to one child or a small
group, repeat the Bible story to help the children learn. You can
also read this story from The Toddler’s Bible (on the CD in your
CTA packet).

Lesson 5 Focus: God made daytime and nighttime.

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 12, 13, Story
Card 5, Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. Encourage the
children to handle the figures of the daytime scene (Figure 12) and the nighttime
scene (Figure 13) as they help you retell the Bible story.
Anytime after you have done the Bible Step, you can do the Bible Review Step.
Keep the small group you have at the rug or visit children at different activities and
tell the Bible Review Story.
Punch out the new figures for the lesson and Story Card 5. Lay
the story card next to the story mat.
Place the daytime scene (Figure 12) on the story mat. Who can find
the sun? Have a child point to the sun. Give each child an opportunity
to point to the sun on Figure 12. The sun shines during the daytime.
God made daytime.
Place the nighttime scene (Figure 13) on the mat. Who can find
the moon? Have a child point to the moon. Who can find the stars?
Have a child point to the stars. Again, let all the children point to the
stars. We see the moon and stars during the nighttime. God made
nighttime. God made daytime and nighttime.
Even if you tell the story to just one child at a time, repeat it
to each child or small group. Toddlers and two year olds need to
hear and do things more than once.

Story Mat with Story Figures
12, 13, and Story Card 5

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD and song sheet, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story, from Genesis 1:3-5 and 14-19, that God made
daytime and nighttime.
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
The complete song is found on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words
and movements can be found on page 73 of this teacher’s guide.
Children like to sing a song many times. Repeat “God Made the World” to help your
class begin to learn the music.

Toddler–Lesson 5
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Lesson 5 Focus: God made daytime and nighttime.

Craft Step
Nighttime Pictures

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one Nighttime Picture as
time allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send them all home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Black construction paper
White or yellow chalk
Optional: damp paper towels
Before Class: Set a piece of black construction paper and a piece of white or yellow chalk at each
place at the table.
Quick Teacher Tip: Because chalk rubs off easily, provide damp paper towels for quick
cleanup.

Craft Time

Our Bible story told us that God made daytime and nighttime. We see the moon and stars at nighttime when it’s dark. Our paper is dark like nighttime. Use the chalk to make the moon and stars
on your paper. Let the children color with the chalk on the dark paper. Some children may want
to rub the chalk. Encourage the children to rub, dot, or use other techniques.
While the children work, talk about the Bible story from Genesis 1:3-5 and 14-19. God made
daytime. The sun shines in the daytime. God made nighttime. We see the moon and stars at nighttime. God made daytime and nighttime.

Next week you
will teach the Palm
Sunday lesson found
on page 6.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are glad
they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who made daytime
and nighttime?” Send each child home with his or her very
own Starting Steps. One side connects each child’s family
to today’s lesson; the other side includes a devotional,
parenting tips, and an amusing anecdote.
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Lesson 6

God Made Trees
and Flowers
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:11-13
Lesson Focus: God made trees and flowers.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 8
Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:11-13

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NToddler/2
N
Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figures 14, 15, Story Card 6, Story Mat
Music Time
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
CD, CD player

Craft Step

Plant Rubbings
NNDrawing paper, old or broken crayons,
masking tape, cardboard, plants such
as leaves, grass, artificial flowers, or
cardboard cutouts of flowers
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 6

This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.

Teacher Devotional

Providing for the needs of two year olds
can be very challenging. About the time
we figure out how to meet their needs, the
needs change!
What about your needs? Who do you
look to when you have a need? Philippians
4:19 states, “My God will meet all your needs
according to the riches of his glory in Christ
Jesus.” God knows how to meet your needs.
He knows what is best for your life!
Read Genesis 1:11-13. Think about the
needs God filled by creating vegetation. As
you teach the children about God’s provision on earth, take time to thank God for
His provision for specific needs in your own
life. Write a thank-you note to God for a
need which He has recently supplied!

Understanding the Bible

On the third day of His creative work, the
phrase “God said” appears twice. First, God
ordered dry ground to appear (Gen. 1:9).
Perhaps He elevated the land portions of the
earth above the level of the water, separating
land and water.
Having provided the necessary condition
for vegetation, God created it at His word:
grass appeared and covered the soil; plants
and shrubs added color and aroma; trees provided fruit, nuts, and shade (Gen. 1:11). These
plants would later become food (Gen. 1:30).
All this vegetation was given an innate fertility. Each plant was able to reproduce after
its kind. This reproduction has occurred
throughout time. Scientists believe there are
more than 350,000 species of plants.
Toddler–Lesson 6
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Lesson 6 Focus: God made trees and flowers.

Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group
to hear the Bible story
from Genesis 1:11-13. You
can also walk around the
room, visit the children at
different activities, and use
the story mat to present the
Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the
craft. For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Plant
Rubbings in the Craft Step, page 45.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite them to
the rug for the Bible Step, page 43. Today’s story is “God Made
Trees and Flowers” from Genesis 1:11-13.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement and
the Music Time, page 44. This week sing “God Made the World.”
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words. Two year
olds love to look at pictures of plants. Set out plant picture books
to help children understand the Bible story from Genesis 1:11-13,“God
Made Trees and Flowers.”
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play. Try to stack the blocks high like a tree. Trying to understand that trees are tall will help children relate to Genesis 1:11-13
when God made trees and flowers.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, pots and pans,
and utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2’s…
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The trees and flowers that God made in today’s Bible story, from
Genesis 1:11-13, are like a special art display from God. Children
love to see special art displayed, especially at their eye level. Hang
the Photo Posters, from your Creative Teaching Aids packet, in
your room for the children to enjoy. You could also display some
of the children’s crafts, if they choose to let you do so.

Lesson 6 Focus: God made trees and flowers.

Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 8
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children. Sharing what they know about
trees and flowers helps them connect to the Bible story “God
Made Trees and Flowers” from Genesis 1:11-13. Invite small
groups (no more than four children) to the rug for Talk
Time. Use this rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!
Show Photo Poster 8. Point to the girl with the trees. Here is a
girl. Point to the tree. What is this? (A tree) Point to the girl with
the flowers. Here is another girl. Point to the flowers. What are
Photo Poster 8
these? (Flowers) Do you have trees and flowers at your house?
Encourage each child to talk about trees and flowers. Give all
children a time to talk. Be prepared to give examples of times when you have seen
trees and flowers. I’m glad God made trees and plants. Today we are going to talk
about the trees and flowers that God made.

Bible Story Time
NNGenesis 1:11-13

Young children are attracted to flowers because of their colors and
scents. They are fascinated with the size and variety of trees. Every
child has had some experience with God’s creation in the form of
trees and flowers. Today’s Bible story tells the children about God’s
creation of trees and flowers. Open your Bible to Genesis 1:11-13.
Today’s story is from God’s special book, the Bible.
The Bible tells us that God made trees and flowers.
Trees and flowers grow in the ground.
(Pat the ground.)
Flowers smell pretty. They come in many colors.
(Pretend to smell a flower.)
Trees grow strong and tall.
(Stretch up tall.)
God made the trees and flowers to have seeds.
God made them all.
(Point up.)
Only God could make the trees and the flowers.
God made trees and flowers.

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did God make?
(Trees and flowers)
2. Who made trees and
flowers? (God)

Repeat the Bible story to help the children learn and remember.
You can also read this story from The Toddler’s Bible (on the CD in
your CTA packet).
Toddler–Lesson 6
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Lesson 6 Focus: God made trees and flowers.

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 14, 15, Story Card 6,
Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. Encourage
the children to interact with the figures of the flowers (Figure 14) and the tree
(Figure 15) as they help you retell the Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible
Step. Keep the small group you have already gathered at the rug or visit
children at different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.

Punch out the new figures for the lesson and Story Card 6. Lay
the story card next to the story mat.
The Bible tells us that God made flowers. Who can find the
flowers? Ask a child to put the flowers (Figure 14) on the mat. Flowers
smell good.
God made trees. Who can find the tree? Ask a child to put the tree
(Figure 15) on the mat. Trees grow strong and tall. God made flowers and trees.
Even if you tell the story to just one child at a time, repeat it
to each child or small group. Toddlers and two year olds need to
hear and do things more than once.
Story Mat with Story Figures
14, 15, and Story Card 6

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story, from Genesis 1:11-13, that God made trees
and flowers.
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 73 of this teacher’s guide.
Repeat the song “God Made the World” after singing it through one time. While the
children may be able to sing part of the song this week, they need to hear it again to
remember it.
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Lesson 6 Focus: God made trees and flowers.

Craft Step
Plant Rubbings

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one Plant Rubbing as time
allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send them all home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Cardboard
Drawing paper
Masking tape
Old or broken crayons
Plants such as leaves, grass, artificial flowers, or cardboard cutouts of flowers
Before Class: 1. Collect plants for use in class and mount with tape on pieces of cardboard. Make
the plants as flat as possible. 2. Peel the paper off some old crayons. (Hint: Wider crayons will be
easier for the children to hold.) 3. Tape a piece of cardboard with mounted flowers to
the table. Tape a piece of drawing paper on top of a cardboard sheet for each child to
use.

Craft Time

Today as you rub your crayon over the paper you will see something. Show the children how to
hold the crayon sideways to rub across the paper. Encourage them to use different colors. When
you rub the paper, you see flowers and leaves.
While the children work, talk about the Bible story from Genesis 1:11-13. God made trees.
Trees grow strong and tall. God made flowers. They come in many colors. God made trees and
flowers.
Change the papers on the cardboard so the children can make more than one craft.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are glad
they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who made trees and
flowers?” Send each child home with his or her very own
Starting Steps. One side connects each family to today’s
lesson; the other side includes a devotional, parenting tips,
and an amusing anecdote.
Toddler–Lesson 6
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Lesson 7

God Made
Birds
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:20-23
Lesson Focus: God made birds.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 9
Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:20-23

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figure 16, Story Card 7, Story Mat
Music Time
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD,
CD player

Craft Step

Cluster Drawings
NNBlue construction paper, crayons,
rubber bands
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 7

This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.
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Teacher Devotional

Toddlers love hugs. The security of being in
loving arms is wonderful. They also love to
snuggle with a blanket or hold a soft toy for
security and warmth many times throughout
the day.
Psalm 91:4 says, “He will cover you with
his feathers, and under his wings you will
find refuge; his faithfulness will be your
shield and rampart.”
Read Genesis 1:20-23. Concentrate on
the specifics mentioned about birds. As you
teach your children that God made birds,
think about the comfort and refuge you can
take under our Lord’s spiritual wings. Go
to Him today knowing you can rest in His
faithfulness.
Write a prayer thanking God for His
shelter and faithfulness.

Understanding the Bible

Genesis through Deuteronomy is called the
“Pentateuch” (more literally, “five-volumed
book”). This group, or book, was referred to
by Jesus (John 7:19).
The first five books are called “the Law
of Moses” (Luke 24:44). Moses probably
listened to stories that had been passed
down orally through generations. He may
have had access to records the Hebrew
community had kept in Egypt, and perhaps
even looked at documents from Pharaoh’s
archives (see Acts 7:22).
More importantly, God’s Spirit guided
Moses to write only what is true. Indeed,
since Moses was a man with whom God
spoke directly and plainly (Num. 12:8), he
received direct revelation.

Lesson 7 Focus: God made birds.

Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group
to hear the Bible story
from Genesis 1:20-23. You
can also walk around the
room, visit the children at
different activities, and use
the story mat to present the
Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Cluster
Drawings in the Craft Step, page 50.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite them to
the rug for the Bible Step, page 48. Today’s story is “God Made
Birds” from Genesis 1:20-23.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement
and the Music Time, page 49. Sing “God Made the World” this
week.
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words. Let children look at books of birds to help them connect to what God created
in today’s Bible story from Genesis 1:20-23.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play. Have children build block tower “trees,” then pretend
to fly around them. Pretending to be birds will reinforce the Bible
story, “God Made Birds,” from Genesis 1:20-23.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, dishes, and utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…

In today’s Bible story, from Genesis 1:20-23, God made birds. God
created them with just His words. Your words have power and
force behind them in the classroom. Toddlers and two year olds
enjoy words put into finger plays and rhymes. Use the rhymes
from this and previous quarters, or the CDs from the Music Time,
to help engage the child.
Toddler–Lesson 7
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Lesson 7 Focus: God made birds.

Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 9
Toddlers love to look at photographs that show children. Sharing what
they know about birds helps them connect to the Bible story “God
Made Birds” from Genesis 1:20-23. Invite small groups (four
children or less) to the rug for Talk Time. Use this rhyme to help
capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!

Photo Poster 9

Show Photo Poster 9. Who can find the little child in the picture?
Have a child point to the child. Here is a bird. Point to the bird. Where
do you see birds? (Children may answer outside, in the sky, in
a tree, or even at a store.) What do birds like to do? Encourage
the children to share what they know about birds. Children with
more advanced verbal skills will have more to say. Be sure to give
opportunities for children with one-word answers to participate
too. Today we are going to learn that God made birds.

Bible Story Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 9
Toddlers and two year olds can recognize birds flying and
chirping. Today’s Bible story teaches that God made birds.
Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Our story today is from the
Bible, God’s special book.

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1.What did God make?
(Birds)
2. Who made birds? (God)
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The Bible tells us that God made birds.
(Flap arms like a bird.)
God made big birds and small birds.
(Use arms and hands to show big and small.)
God made birds. Birds like to chirp.
(Chirp like a bird.)
God made birds. Birds like to fly.
(Flap arms like a bird.)
God made them all.
(Point up.)
Only God could make birds.
God made birds.
Whether you are telling the story to one child or a small
group, repeat the Bible story. You can also read this story from
The Toddler’s Bible (on the CD in your CTA packet).

Lesson 7–Toddler

Lesson 7 Focus: God made birds.

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figure 16, Story Card 7, Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. Encourage the
children to interact with the birds (Figure 16) as they help you retell the Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible Step.
Keep the small group you have already gathered with you at the rug or visit children
at different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.

Punch out the new figure for the lesson and Story Card 7.
Lay the story card next to the story mat.
Place the birds (Figure 16) on the story mat. God made birds.
Who can find the birds on the mat? Ask a child to point to the
birds. God made birds to fly. Can you move your arms like a
bird? Flap your arms like a bird. God made birds to chirp. Can
you chirp like a bird? Chirp like a bird.
Who else can find the birds on the mat? Have another child
point to Figure 16. Give each child an opportunity to point to
the birds. God made birds.
Toddlers and two year olds need to hear and do things
more than one time. Be sure to repeat the Bible story with
each group of children no matter how small the groups are.

Story Mat with Story Figure 16
and Story Card 7

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story from Genesis 1:20-23 about when God made
birds.
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 73 of this teacher’s guide.
Toddlers and two year olds love to repeat songs over and over. Repeat “God Made the
World” for the children to learn the song.

Toddler–Lesson 7
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Craft Step
Cluster Drawings

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one Cluster Drawing
picture as time allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send them all
home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Blue construction paper
Rubber bands

Crayons

Before Class: 1. Make several crayon clusters. Gather four to five crayons together. Tightly wrap a
rubber band around each set of crayons. You could use tape instead of a rubber band. 2.
Set paper at each place at the table.

Craft Time

God made birds. Birds fly in the sky. Let’s make birds on our blue paper. Give each child a crayon
cluster. Let the children color on the papers. Encourage them to explore different ways to hold
the crayon clusters. You may also want to show the children how twisting the crayon clusters can
change the colors on the paper. The drawings will probably not look like birds. The important
part of this craft is experimentation with the crayon clusters.
As the children work, talk about the Bible story, “God Made Birds,” from Genesis 1:20-23. God
made big birds and little birds. God made birds to fly. God made birds that chirp. God made
birds.
Let each child make as many Cluster Drawings as he or she wants.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are glad
they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who made birds?”
Send each child home with his or her very own Starting
Steps. One side connects each child’s family to today’s
lesson; the other side includes a devotional, parenting tips,
and an amusing anecdote.
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Lesson 8

God Made
Fish
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:20-23
Lesson Focus: God made fish.

Teacher Devotional
Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Photo
Poster 10
Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:20-23

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figure 17, Story Card 8, Story Mat
Music Time
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD,
CD player

Craft Step

Fish Print
NNDrawing paper, washable tempera
paints, sponge shapes cut like fish, foam
meat trays, newspapers, paint shirts,
dishpan of soapy water, paper towels;
optional: teacher’s craft smock
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 8
This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.

Read Genesis 1:20-23. God not only created
fish, He also provided the entire ecosystem for
their survival. God’s creation is very complex.
God also created people to be very
complex. Each person is made up differently
with an individual personality and character
traits evident at an early age.
Psalm 139:14 tells us, “I praise you
because I am fearfully and wonderfully
made; your works are wonderful, I know
that full well.” He gave you special gifts
and talents that can be used in special ways
each day. Think about the gifts or character
strengths God has given you.
Give thanks to God for the wonderful
way He designed you!

Understanding the Bible

The account of how God made marine life,
birds, and fowl on the fifth day is in Genesis
1:20-23. At His command, the waters of the
earth were made to swarm with every kind
of marine life. Also at His command, the sky
was filled with birds and fowl in a variety of
sizes and colors.
God also made the numerous species
able to reproduce after their kind. This giving of new life is part of God’s blessing. Such
blessing occurs with God’s creation of living
beings (Gen. 1:22).
God gave them the food they would need
(Gen. 1:30). He also created them with natural
instincts to tell them who their enemies are
and what they need for food.
Toddler–Lesson 8
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Lesson 8 Focus: God made fish.

Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group
to hear the Bible story
from Genesis 1:20-23. You
can also walk around the
room, visit the children at
different activities, and use
the story mat to present the
Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Fish Prints
in the Craft Step, page 55.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite them to
the rug for the Bible Step, page 53. Today’s Bible story is “God
Made Fish” from Genesis 1:20-23.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement
and the Music Time, page 54. This week sing “God Made the
World.”
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words. Point out
pictures of fish to children as you read books about God’s creation.
Looking at fish will help children understand today’s Bible story.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play. Put an inch of water in a dishpan. Let children float
plastic, interlocking blocks as fish in the water. Be sure to supervise
this activity. As the children explore and experience this activity, they
will relate to today’s Bible story, “God Made Fish,” from 		
Genesis 1:20-23.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, dishes, and utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…
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When God created fish in today’s Bible story from Genesis 1:20-23,
He created a vast variety of different shapes and sizes. The children
in your class are not concerned about naming a specific fish such as
a shark or a goldfish. Young children build their vocabulary by adults
modeling simple labeling. By pointing to a picture and saying “This
is a fish,” you help the children understand what God made.

Lesson 8 Focus: God made fish.

Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 10
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children. Sharing what they know about
fish helps them connect to today’s Bible story “God Made Fish” from Genesis 1:2023. Invite small groups (no more than four children) to the rug for
Talk Time. Use this rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!
Show Photo Poster 10 to the children. Who can find the child in
this picture? Ask a child to point to the boy. Point to the fish. Here is
a fish swimming in a bowl. Have you ever seen a fish before? Be
prepared to share about times you have seen a fish. What did the
Photo Poster 10
fish look like? Encourage the children to talk about fish they have
seen in books or real life. Be sure to give all the children a chance to
participate. There are many different colors and sizes of fish. Today we’re going
to learn that God made fish.

Bible Story Time

NNGenesis 1:20-23

Young children enjoy watching fish. Most fish are smaller than
they are. Today’s Bible story teaches about when God made
fish. Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Today’s story is from the
Bible, God’s special book.
The Bible tells us that God made fish.
(With palms together, swim hands back and forth.)
God made fish to swim in the water.
(Move arms as if swimming.)
God made big fish and little fish.
(Use arms and hands to show big and little.)
God made some fish with pretty colors.
(Put hand above eyes as if looking for something.)
God made them all.
(Point up.)
Only God could make fish.
God made fish.
Repeat the Bible story to help the children learn and
remember. You can also read this story from The Toddler’s Bible
(on the CD in your CTA packet).

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did God make?
(Fish)
2. Who made fish? (God)

Toddler–Lesson 8
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Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figure 17, Story Card 8, Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. Encourage
the children to interact with the fish (Figure 17) as they help you retell the
Bible story.
Anytime after you have done the Bible Step, you can do the Bible Review
Step. Either stay at the rug with the small group you have already gathered or
visit children at different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.

Punch out the new figure for the lesson and Story Card 8. Lay the
story card next to the story mat.
Place the fish (Figure 17) on the mat at the beginning of the story.
God made fish. Who can find the fish? Ask a child to point to the fish.
God made fish to swim in water. God made big fish and little fish.
Who else can find the fish? Have another child point to the fish.
Give each child the opportunity to point to it. God made some
very pretty fish. God made fish.
Repeat this story with each group of children even if it is a
group of one. Toddlers and two year olds need to hear and do
things more than one time.
Story Mat with Story Figure 17
and Story Card 8

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story from Genesis 1:20-23 that tells about when
God made fish.
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 73 of this teacher’s guide or in the song sheet in the
Creative Teaching Aids packet.
Repeating a song helps children learn it. Repeat this week’s song, “God Made the
World” at least once for each group.
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Lesson 8 Focus: God made fish.

Craft Step
Fish Print

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one Fish Print as time
allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send them all home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Drawing paper
Washable tempera paints
Sponge shapes cut like fish Foam meat trays
Newspapers
Dishpan of soapy water
Paint shirts
Paper towels
Optional: craft smock for teacher (see page 25)
Before Class: 1. Pour a small amount of paint into the foam meat trays. 2. Lay a piece of paper
on newspaper at each place at the table. 3. Set a dishpan of soapy water and paper towels near the
table for quick cleanup.

Craft Time

This craft could be messy. You may want to wear a craft smock to protect your clothing. Help each
child put on a paint shirt.
Show the children how to dip a sponge fish into the paint and press the sponge onto the
paper. Let children try different colors. Have the children use more than one piece of paper to
create Fish Print pictures.
As the children create, talk about the Bible story, “God Made Fish,” from Genesis 1:20-23. Our
sponges look like fish. God made big fish and little fish. God made fish to swim in the water. God
made fish.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are glad
they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who made fish?”
Send each child home with his or her very own Starting
Steps. One side connects each child’s family to today’s
lesson; the other side includes a devotional, parenting tip,
and an amusing anecdote.
Toddler–Lesson 8
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Today is Mother’s Day. Some students may not have a mother who is present in their
lives. Adapt the lesson as needed to fit the various family situations in your class.

Lesson 9

God Made Big
Animals
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:24-25
Lesson Focus: God made big animals.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 11
Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:24-25

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NToddler/2
N
Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figures 18, 19, Story Card 9, Story Mat
Music Time
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
CD, CD player

Craft Step

Animal Creations
NNDrawing paper, construction paper,
margarine tubs, glue sticks, washable
markers
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 9

This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.
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Teacher Devotional

Everything is constantly changing. Life
moves at a fast pace. Families grow and
change. People mature intellectually and
spiritually. How has your life changed in the
past year?
In Malachi 3:6 we are told: “I the Lord
do not change.” Hebrews 13:8 says, “Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever.” As you teach your changing children about the world God made, you can
rest in the fact that God will never change.
We can trust in His faithfulness to care for
us as we go through changes on our life’s
journey.
What are some ways you might express
your thanks to God for the unchanging love
He has shown you?

Understanding the Bible

The sixth day of God’s creative work began
with the creation of three classes of land
animals: “livestock, creatures that move
along the ground, and wild animals” (Gen.
1:24). Creatures that move along the ground
would be reptiles, insects, and very small
animals with four feet. Like the fish and the
birds, these creatures were given the power
of reproduction.
The biblical term “kind” (Hebrew min)
is not necessarily the equivalent of the term
“species” that biologists use. Two forms of
life are considered as belonging to the same
species if they can interbreed and produce
fertile offspring. Using this definition, new
species have arisen both in nature and the
laboratory. However, while new “species” can
arise, new “kinds” cannot.

Lesson 9 Focus: God made big animals.

Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group
to hear the Bible story
from Genesis 1:24-25. You
can also walk around the
room, visit the children at
different activities, and use
the story mat to present the
Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Animal
Creations in the Craft Step, page 60.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite them to
the rug for the Bible Step, page 58. Today’s story is “God Made
Big Animals” from Genesis 1:24-25. This is also a good place for
sharing stories or movement and the Music Time, page 59. This
week’s song is “God Made the World.”
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play. Encourage the children to build and compare big and
little block towers. Distinguishing between big and little will help them
relate to today’s Bible story, “God Made Big Animals,” from
Genesis 1:24-25.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Encourage the children to play “hide and seek” with the largest stuffed
animals to help them understand big animals in today’s Bible story
from Genesis 1:24-25.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, pots and pans,
and utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…

In today’s Bible story from Genesis 1:24-25, God made big
animals. Toddlers like to compare big and little things. They also
enjoy seeing how they have grown as they are growing so quickly!
Provide a growth chart in the room on which you can label each
child’s height. Measure the children periodically to show them
how they are growing.
Toddler–Lesson 9
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Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 11
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children. Sharing what they know
about big animals helps them connect to the Bible story “God Made Big
Animals” from Genesis 1:24-25. Invite small groups to the rug for
Talk Time. Use this rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!

Photo Poster 11

Show Photo Poster 11. Point to the boy. Here is a boy. Point to the
elephant. Here is an elephant. The elephant is big. What is your
favorite big animal? Encourage all the children to talk about their
favorite big animal. Some children may feel more comfortable
showing a toy of that animal rather than talking. Be prepared to
help them with names of animals if they ask. There are many big
animals. Today we are going to learn that God made big animals.

Bible Story Time
NNGenesis 1:24-25

Toddlers and two year olds like to look at pictures of big animals. It is easy to recognize some of the different features such
as an elephant’s trunk or a giraffe’s long neck. Today’s Bible
story teaches that God made big animals. Open your Bible to
Genesis 1. Our story today is from God’s special book, the
Bible.

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did God make?
(Big animals)
2. Who made big
animals? (God)

The Bible tells us that God made big animals.
(Stretch up tall.)
God made the big, gray elephant that swings its trunk.
(Put arms together and swing them like a trunk.)
God made the big giraffe with the long, long neck.
(Point to your neck.)
God made big animals like the horse who says, “Neigh.”
(Whinny like a horse.)
God made them all.
(Point up.)
Only God could make the big animals.
God made big animals.
Repeat the Bible story to help the children learn and
remember. You can also read this story from The Toddler’s Bible
(on the CD in your CTA packet).
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Lesson 9 Focus: God made big animals.

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 18, 19,
Story Card 9, Story Mat
Touching and moving things is a good way for toddlers to learn. Encourage the children to interact with the figures of the giraffe (Figure 18) and the elephant (Figure
19) as they help you retell the Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible Step.
Either stay at the rug with the small group you have already gathered or visit
children at different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.
Punch out the new figures for the lesson and Story Card 9.
Lay the story card next to the story mat.
Arrange the figures faceup on the ground for the
children to pick up during the story.
God made big animals. Find the animal that is very tall
and big. Ask a child to put the giraffe (Figure 18) on the mat.
This animal is a giraffe.
Find the animal that is big and gray. Ask a child to put the
elephant (Figure 19) on the mat. This animal is an elephant.
God made big animals like giraffes and elephants. God
made big animals.
Repeat this story with each group of children even if
there is only one child. Be sure each child has an opportunity to touch and move a figure.

Story Mat with Story Figures
18, 19, and Story Card 9

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story, from Genesis 1:24-25, that God made big
animals.
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 73 of this teacher’s guide.
Children like to hear a song over and over. Repeat the song “God Made the World” to
help your class learn the words.

Toddler–Lesson 9
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Craft Step
Animal Creations

The process of doing a craft is one way toddlers and two year olds learn.
Encourage each child to create more than one Animal Creation as time
allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send them all home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Drawing paper
Margarine tubs
Washable markers

Different colors of construction paper
Glue sticks

Before Class: 1. Cut each color of construction paper into a different shape such as triangles,
squares, rectangles, and circles. Cut different sizes. Put shapes in the margarine tubs. 2. Set a piece
of paper at each place at the table.

Craft Time

Invite the children to choose three to five shapes from the margarine tubs. Put your shapes together
to make an animal. Let the children freely create. Their animals may not be at all recognizable. That’s
okay. They are still creating. Ask the children to glue their animals to the paper. Let each child add
eyes and a mouth with markers to his or her “animal.” If the children name their animals, you could
print each name on the corner of the papers.
As the children create, talk about today’s Bible story from Genesis 1:24-25. We’re making paper
animals. God made the big, gray elephant that swings its trunk. God made the giraffe with the
long, long neck. God made all the big animals. God made big animals.
Encourage the children to make more than one picture.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are
glad they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who made
big animals?” Send each child home with his or her very
own Starting Steps. One side connects each child’s family
to today’s lesson; the other side includes a devotional,
parenting tips, and an amusing anecdote.
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Lesson 10

God Made Little
Animals
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:24-25
Lesson Focus: God made little animals.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 12
Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:24-25

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figures 20, 21, Story Card 10, Story Mat
Music Time
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD,
CD player

Craft Step

Animal Creations
NNPlay dough (purchased or homemade),
cookie cutters in animal shapes, paper
plates; optional: gallon-size, resealable
plastic bags
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 10

This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.

Teacher Devotional

Toddlers and two year olds enjoy seeing a
familiar face each week in Sunday school. It
gives them confidence to know where they
belong and where they are welcome.
As adults, we tend to be the same way.
We like knowing where we belong and feel
welcome. Where are some places you feel
welcome? Deuteronomy 26:18 states, “The
Lord has declared this day that you are his
people, his treasured possession.” You can
take comfort in belonging to God. You are
His treasure and can come with confidence
before Him knowing you are welcome just as
He promised.
Think about the joy you have in knowing
you belong to God. Share that joy with your
children as you greet them this week.

Understanding the Bible

Genesis presents two accounts of Creation. In
Chapter 1, God created everything. The next
chapter explains that God formed the man
from the dust of the ground (2:7). He then
brought the animals to Adam to name (vs. 19).
These two accounts show a harmonious
and continuous story of God’s creative act.
Genesis 1 helps us see God’s overall pattern.
Genesis 2 gives us a close-up view of God’s plan
for humans. It focuses on the first humans and
the special place God prepared for them.
God’s name differs in the two accounts.
In chapter 1 God was called Elohim—showing God’s majesty and power. Chapter 2 uses
Yahweh Elohim, translated “Lord God.” This
name shows a God who is also in relationship to humanity.
Toddler–Lesson 10
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Your children will

spend most of their
time during class moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities with
which the children will
interact from their arrival
to their departure.
While the children are
busy exploring and playing, you can gather a small
group to hear the Bible
story from Genesis 1:24-25.
You can also walk around
the room, visit the children
at different activities, and
use the felt board to present the Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently. This enables you
to present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Play Dough
Animals in the Craft Step, page 65.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite them to
the rug for the Bible Step, page 63. Today’s story is “God Made
Little Animals” from Genesis 1:24-25.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement
and the Music Time, page 64. Sing “God Made the World” this
week.
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
A choice of books to explore pictures and words. Invite the children to look through books about animals to relate to the Bible story
from Genesis 1:24-25, “God Made Little Animals.”
Blocks—
Blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and creative play.
Toys—
A variety of toys appropriate for two year olds to encourage
play. Ask the children to take care of the stuffed animals, especially
any dogs and cats. Pretending to care for the animals will help the
children understand today’s Bible story, “God Made Little Animals,”
from Genesis 1:24-25.
Home Living—
Several baby dolls, blankets, play food, dishes, and utensils for
children to imitate what they see in real life.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2’s…
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In today’s Bible story, from Genesis 1:24-25, God made little
animals. Young children know what it is like to feel little. They are
surrounded by many things that are bigger than they are! At this
age, children feel you care when you talk eye-to-eye with them.
Sit, kneel, or squat down at a child’s level when greeting them
and talking with them.

Lesson 10 Focus: God made little animals.

Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 12
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children. Talking about little animals
helps them connect to the Bible story “God Made Little Animals” from Genesis
1:24-25. Invite small groups to the rug for Talk Time. Use this rhyme to help
capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!
Show Photo Poster 12 to the children. Point to the girl. Here is a girl. Point to
the boy. Here is a boy. Point to the bunny. What is this? (A bunny) This bunny
is a little animal. What other animals are little? Encourage each child to
name a little animal. If an animal is repeated, that’s okay. Be prepared to
give examples to help them begin talking. There are many different little
animals. Today we are going to learn that God made little animals.
Photo Poster 12

Bible Story Time
NNGenesis 1:24-25

Today’s Bible story teaches about when God made little animals. Because toddlers relate well to little things, this is an
engaging Bible story for children of this age. Open your Bible
to Genesis 1. Today’s story comes from God’s special book, the
Bible.
The Bible tells us that God made little animals.
(Curl up as small as you can.)
God made the little mouse who squeaks and runs very fast.
(Run in place.)
God made the little cat who cuddles and says, “meow.”
(Say “meow.”)
God made the little butterfly who flies around the sky.
(Move arms as if flying.)
God made them all.
(Point up.)
Only God could make the little animals.
God made little animals.
Whether you are telling the story to one child or a small
group, repeat the Bible story to help the children learn and
remember. You can also read this story from The Toddler’s Bible
(on the CD in your CTA packet).

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did God make?
(Little animals)
2. Who made little
animals? (God)

Toddler–Lesson 10
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Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 20, 21, Story Card 10,
Story Mat
Touching and moving things is a good way for toddlers to learn. Encourage
the children to interact with the figures of the mouse (Figure 20) and the cat
(Figure 21) as they help you retell the Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible
Step. Either stay at the rug with the small group you have already gathered or
visit children at different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.

Story Mat with Story Figures
20, 21, and Story Card 10

Punch out the new figures for the lesson and Story Card 10.
Lay the story card next to the story mat.
Arrange the figures on the ground for the children to
pick up during the story.
God made little animals. Find the animal that is little and
goes “squeak.” Ask a child to put the mouse (Figure 20) on the
mat. This little animal is a mouse.
Find the animal that is little and says, “meow.” Ask a child
to put the cat (Figure 21) on the mat. This little animal is a cat.
God made all the little animals like the mouse and the cat.
God made little animals.
Repeat this story with each group of children or with
individual children. Moving the figures and repeating the
story will help the children understand and remember the
Bible story from Genesis 1:24-25.

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story from Genesis 1:24-25 where God made little
animals.
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 73 of this teacher’s guide.
Repeat the song to help your toddlers and two year olds remember “God Made the
World.”
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Lesson 10 Focus: God made little animals.

Craft Step
Play Dough Animals

The process of doing a craft is one way toddlers learn. They discover how
clay works by pressing it. Encourage each child to create many Play Dough
Animals as time allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send all the play
dough home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Play dough (purchased or homemade)
Cookie cutters in animal shapes		

Paper plates
Optional: gallon-size, resealable plastic bags

Before Class: 1. If you do not use purchased play dough, make play dough according to the
following recipe. Play Dough Recipe: 2 c. flour, 1 c. salt, 4 T. cream of tartar, 1 package
dry beverage mix for color and scent in 2 c. warm water, 2 T. cooking oil. Stir over
medium heat until mixture pulls away from sides of pan to form a ball. Store in airtight
container (enough for 8 children). 2. Put about a quarter cup of play dough on each plate.

Craft Time

Give each child a paper plate with play dough on it. Give the children time to press and touch
the play dough. For children who have never touched play dough, you may need to guide them
as they explore and experiment with the dough. Encourage them to press the play dough into a
pancake shape, then press cookie cutters into the dough to make animal shapes.
While the children are working, talk about today’s Bible story, “God Made Little Animals.”
God made the mouse who runs and says “squeak.” God made the little cat who cuddles and says
“meow.” God made all the little animals. God made little animals.
You may need to show the children how to put the dough back into a ball to press and cut
shapes again. Optional: You may want to put each plate in a gallon-size, resealable plastic bag for a
child to bring home.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are
glad they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who made
little animals?” Send each child home with his or her very
own Starting Steps. One side connects each child’s family
to today’s lesson; the other side includes a devotional,
parenting tip, and an amusing anecdote.
Toddler–Lesson 10
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Lesson 11

God Made
People
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:26-31
Lesson Focus: God made people.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 13
Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:26-31

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figures 1, 2, 4, Story Card 11, Story Mat
Music Time
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD,
CD player

Craft Step

Chalk and water drawing
NNConstruction paper, colored chalk,
margarine tubs; optional: paint shirts
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 11

This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.
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Teacher Devotional

While you teach your toddlers and two year
olds each week, you, too, are being taught.
The children in your class, life events, people
around you, and God’s Word constantly show
you many new things.
What are some new things you have
learned about God recently?
Proverbs 3:1-2 says, “Do not forget my
teaching, but keep my commands in your
heart, for they will prolong your life many
years and bring you peace and prosperity.”
Keep in mind what God has taught you
so far and thank Him for what He will continue to show you.

Understanding the Bible

As God created the world, He was preparing
for His final act of creation—people.
People were different from the rest of
creation because they were made in God’s
likeness (Gen. 1:26). The three persons
of the Godhead worked together to create people. God gave people the power to
think, feel, communicate with others, and
make choices which would even include the
choice of disobeying God (Gen 2:17).
The image of God in humans was
defaced through sin. The apostle Paul wrote
that all believers have the image of God
restored in them as they become more and
more Christlike (Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18;
Eph. 4:22-24). Jesus, however, bears the
image of God perfectly.

Lesson 11 Focus: God made people.

Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group
to hear the Bible story
from Genesis 1:26-31. You
can also walk around the
room, visit the children at
different activities, and use
the story mat to present the
Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Chalk and
Water Drawing in the Craft Step, page 70.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite them to the
rug for the Bible Step, page 68. Today’s Bible story is “God Made
People” from Genesis 1:26-31.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement and
the Music Time, page 69. Sing the song, “God Made the World,” this
week.
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books–
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words. Lay your
story mat in this area. Set out Figures 12–21 from your Creative
Teaching Aids packet. Placing the figures on the mat will help children
understand the things God made in the stories they have been learning.
Blocks–
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for creative play.
Toys–
Encourage play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers. Set
out plastic animal and people figures for children to explore. Playing
with figures that represent what God made will help them relate to
today’s Bible story from Genesis 1:26-31.
Home Living–
Several baby dolls, blankets, play food, pots and pans, and utensils
for children to imitate what they see in real life.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…

The past few lessons have talked about different things God
made. As one reads Genesis 1, the phrase “And God saw that it
was good” repeatedly tells what God thought of His creation.
Toddlers and two year olds also need repetition. They like to
repeat actions over and over. They feel secure in a predictable
environment. Allow for repetition and predictability in your class.
Toddler–Lesson 11
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Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 13
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children and other people.
Sharing what they know about people helps them connect with the Bible
story, “God Made People” from Genesis 1:26-31. Invite small groups (no
more than four children) to the rug for Talk Time. Use this rhyme to
help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!

Photo Poster 13

Show Photo Poster 13. There is a little boy in this picture. Can
you find the little boy? Have a child point to the child. Point to another
person in the picture. Who is this? This picture shows different
people. Who are people that you know? Encourage the children
to talk about the people they know. Be aware of the children’s
different family backgrounds. Some children may not have both
parents at home or grandparents that live close enough to see
them often. There are many different people. Today we’re going to talk
about the people God made.

Bible Story Time
NNGenesis 1:26-31

Toddlers and two year olds recognize the different people in
their lives. After learning that God created plants and animals,
today’s lesson teaches about how God made people. Open your
Bible to Genesis 1:26-31. Show the Bible to the children. Our
story today comes from God’s book, the Bible.

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did God make?
(People)
2. Who made people?
(God)
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The Bible tells us that God made people.
(Open arms wide.)
God made the first man. His name was Adam.
(Hold up the first finger of your left hand.)
God made the first woman. Her name was Eve.
(Hold up the first finger of your right hand.)
God made more people.
God made mommies and daddies who care for us.
(Hug yourself.)
God made you and God made me.
(Point to a child and then yourself.)
God made people.
Repeat the Bible story to help the children learn and
remember. You can also read this story from The Toddler’s Bible
(on the CD in your CTA packet).

Lesson 11 Focus: God made people.

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NMaterials:
N
Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 1, 2, 4,
Story Card 11, Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. The children
in your class aren’t concerned if the same figure is used as different characters
throughout the quarter. It is important that they are able to move the figures around
as you tell the Bible Review Story. This week the woman (Figure 1) will be Eve and
the man (Figure 4) will be Adam. Encourage the children to interact with the figures
of Eve, Adam, and the boy (Figure 2) as they help you retell the Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible Step.
Keep the small group you have already gathered at the rug or visit children at
different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.
Punch out Story Card 11. Lay the story card next to the story mat.
Arrange the figures on the floor for the children to pick up
during the story.
God made people. Find the man that God made. Ask a child to
place Adam (Figure 4) on the mat. His name was Adam.
Find the woman that God made. Ask a child to put Eve (Figure 1)
on the mat. Her name was Eve.
God made more people. Have a child put the boy (Figure 2) on the
mat. God made you. God made me. Point to yourself.
God made people.
Repeat this story with each child or group of children.
Story Mat with Story Figures
1, 2, 4, and Story Card 11

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with energy and action is perfect for toddlers. They learn
the way they like best—using their whole bodies and energy. This song
reinforces the Bible story from Genesis 1:26-31 about how God made
people.
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 73 of this teacher’s guide.
Toddlers love to hear the same song repeatedly. Be sure to repeat the song “God Made
the World” as children learn it.

Toddler–Lesson 11
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Craft Step
Chalk and Water Drawings

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one Chalk and Water
Drawing as time allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send them all
home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Colored chalk
Margarine tubs
		

Construction paper
(cut into the shape of a 		
person)

Optional: paint shirts		

Before Class: 1. Fill the containers with a small amount of water. 2. Place a piece of paper at each
spot at the table.

Craft Time

This craft could be messy. You may want to have the children wear paint shirts. Place a container
of water near each child. Let the children dip the chalk in the water and then color on the paper.
Dipping the chalk in water will make the colors more vibrant.
Encourage the children to use different colors. Talk about how bright the colors look.
As the children work, talk about today’s Bible story, “God Made People” from Genesis 1:26-31.
The Bible tells us that God made the first man named Adam. God made the first woman named
Eve. God made mommies, daddies, you, and me. God made people.
Encourage each child to make more than one Chalk and Water Drawing.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are glad
they came. To remind them of the Lesson Focus ask, “Who
made people?” Send each child home with his or her very
own Starting Steps. One side connects each child’s family
to today’s lesson; the other side includes a devotional,
parenting tip, and an amusing anecdote.
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Lesson 11–Toddler

Toddler/2 Songs
Spring 2020

Yes, God Gives Us
Verse 1
In God’s Book there is a story about a boy named Samuel.
(Hold hands open like a book. Point to a boy.)
And God helped Samuel’s mom to make him clothes that kept him warm and well.
(Touch clothes. Hug self.)
Chorus
Yes, God loves us
(Point up. Cross arms over chest.)
Yes, God gives us everything we need to live.
(Point up. Hold hands out to the side.)
Yes, God loves us
(Point up. Cross arms over chest.)
Yes, God gives us everything we need to live.
(Point up. Hold hands out to the side.)
Verse 2
In God’s Book there is a story about God’s people who were fed.
(Hold hands open like a book. Rub tummy.)
They didn’t have any food to eat so special bread came from the sky.
(Shake head “no.” Reach hands up and wiggle fingers as you bring you hands down.)
Chorus
Verse 3
In God’s Book there is a story about God’s people hot and dry.
(Hold hands open like a book. Put hands on cheeks.)
Water came out from a rock when God heard all His people cry.
(Wiggle fingers as a spring of water. Rub eyes.)
Chorus

Song

1

Track 1

Yes, God Gives Us by: DeWayne Adcock
© 2012 Music Precedent, Ltd. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
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Song

2

Track 5

Jesus Is the King
Chorus
Jesus is the King, Jesus is the King!
(Point up, then pretend to place crown on head.)
We will give Him everything.
(Point to self, then open arms outward.)
Jesus is alive, Jesus is alive!
(Point up, then flick out fingers on hands.)
He’s alive today.
Verse 1
Jesus always gives everything we need.
(Point up, then push hands outward.)
He will never, ever leave.
(Shake head “no.”)
Jesus is God’s Son, He’s the special one.
(Point up, then point up again.)
That is why we sing… (chorus)
Verse 2
Jesus came to us, as a gentle King.
(Point up, to self, then pretend to put crown on.)
Many people bowed to sing,
(Bow head.)
“Jesus You’re the one, You’re the only King!”
(Point up, then point up again, pretend to put crown on.)
That is why we sing… (chorus)
Verse 3
After Jesus died, God made Him come alive.
(Point up and tap finger. Flick out fingers.)
Now He lives and we live, too.
(Point up and then to self.)
He takes away our sin. With Jesus we will win.
(Spread hands apart. Point up and smile.)
That is why we sing... (chorus)
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Jesus Is the King by: Ryan Hunt
© 2012 Music Precedent, Ltd. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.

iStockArt © Kateyna Davydenko

God Made the World
God made the world, Let’s shout, “Hooray!”
(Point up. Make a circle with your hands overhead.)
Let’s clap our hands for everything He made.
(Hold hands out wide.)
He made the sun.
(Clap twice.)
He made the moon.
(Clap twice.)
He made the stars and trees.
(Clap after “stars” and “trees.”)
The fish and birds and bees
(Pause.)
He made the great big elephants
(Hold arms out wide and pretend to be an elephant.)
And little bitty bugs you see.
(Hold finger and thumb to show really tiny bugs.)
And He made you
(Clap twice.)
and He made me.
(Clap twice.)

Song
Track 9

God Made the World by: Rachel Harvey
© 2012 Music Precedent, Ltd. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
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Use this notes section to record prayer
requests, what God has been teaching you,
substitute contact information, or notes and
helpful hints you’d like to remember.

Notes

Birthdays
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Coming Next Quarter
God Loves Families

These June lessons teach about the families God has
given your children.
Scripture: Genesis, Ruth, and 1 Samuel
Value: Love

God Made Us

July introduces your children to God’s world through
their senses.
Scripture: Genesis, Job, Psalms, Proverbs
Value: Awe

At Church

Finish the quarter with these lessons that have your
children discovering worship for two year olds.
Scripture: Psalms, Mark, Acts, 2 Corinthians, Ephesians,
and Colossians
Value: Worshipfulness

Recipe for Play Dough
• 2 c. flour
• 1 c. salt
• 4 T. cream of tartar
• 1 pkg. unsweetened dry drink mix for scent and color
• 2 c. warm water
• 2 T. cooking oil
Stir over medium heat until mixture pulls away
from sides to form a ball. Store in airtight container.
(For eight to ten children.)

SPARK YOUR HEART.
IGNITE YOUR MINISTRY.
FUEL UP FOR YOUR MISSION.
The most important work in the world is ministry: helping people of all ages come to know, love, and follow
Jesus. And, ministry is hard work. That’s why we’ve created a go-to place for ideas and inspiration.
By and for people serving on the front lines of the local church, MinistrySpark.com offers free ministry
resources, valuable insights from trusted practitioners, and the latest kidmin trends.

Download your free guides from MinistrySpark.com/resources.
Let’s spark something awesome today!
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