Use this Lesson on PALM SUNDAY as indicated in the Table of
Contents. See page 16 for the first lesson this quarter.

Palm Sunday

Jesus Is King!
Bible Basis: Matthew 21:1-11
Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Teacher Devotional
Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 1
Bible Story Time
Matthew 21:1-11

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Story Figures 1, 4, 8-10, Palm Sunday
Story Card, Story Mat
Music Time
“JESUS IS THE KING”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
CD, CD player

Craft Step

Palm Branches
NNPaper plates, green construction paper,
glue sticks, paper clips
NNStarting Steps for Palm Sunday

Tip: At the beginning of each quarter, separate the
pages for Starting Steps and store them by lesson.
This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.
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Read Matthew 21:1-11. The crowd in
Jerusalem was full of joy and anticipation.
When they saw Jesus approaching Jerusalem,
they enthusiastically shouted “Hosanna,”
praising God. Jesus did not reprove
the crowd or keep them from their joy.
Instead, He allowed them a time of noise
and celebration, and then built on their
understanding.
While you go through the lesson, keep in
mind that toddlers have a lot of energy and
are very spontaneous. What are some ways
that you can redirect their energy?
As you teach the children about Palm
Sunday and how the crowds cheered for
Jesus, let them experience the joy of the
people and of Jesus’ Kingship. Our God is a
God of joy!

Understanding the Bible

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem occurred while
many Jews had come to celebrate Passover.
Bethphage [BETH-fah-jee] was a village
1/2 mile east of Jerusalem. In fulfillment of
prophecy (Zech. 9:9), Jesus rode into Jerusalem
on a colt from that town (Mark 11:1-2). Jesus
entered like kings, such as Solomon, did years
before (1 Kings 1:33-44). The donkey may have
symbolized peace and humility.
The crowd spread garments on the road for
Jesus just as the people had spread garments
when Jehu was crowned king (2 Kings 9:13).
Palm branches, probably from Jericho,
were raised. The crowd shouted, “Hosanna,”
which means “save us.” The people wanted
to be saved from the Romans and probably
weren’t thinking of eternal salvation.

Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Your children

spend all of
their time in this
lesson moving, exploring,
choosing, and playing in
the learning environment.
The learning environment
is simply the books, toys,
blocks, music, stories, and
activities your children
interact with from the
moment they arrive until
they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group to
hear the Bible story from
Matthew 21:1-11. You
can also walk around the
room, visit the children at
different activities, and use
the story mat to present the
Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the
craft. For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Palm
Branches in the Craft Step, page 10.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite them to
the rug for the Bible Step, page 8. Today’s story is “Jesus Is King!”
from Matthew 21:1-11.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement and
the Music Time, page 9. Sing “Jesus Is the King” this week.
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play. Set out a small plastic horse or donkey. Have the children
build roads. They can “ride” the animal down the road to help them
relate to the Bible story, “Jesus Is King!” from Matthew 21:1-11.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of appropriate toys for toddlers.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, dishes, and utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life. Have the
children pretend to take the dolls to see Jesus ride into Jerusalem as a
way to help them understand today’s Bible story when Jesus rode into
Jerusalem.

In today’s Bible story “Jesus Is King,” from Matthew 21:1-11,
many people joined in praising Jesus as He rode into Jerusalem.
The need to join a group or crowd is not very developed in
young children. Some two year olds may hesitate to join other
children at an activity. Allow them time to observe before gently
encouraging them to participate.
Toddler–Palm Sunday
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Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 1
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children, especially happy
children. Help them connect to the Bible story, “Jesus Is King!” from
Matthew 21:1-11. Invite small groups (no more than four children) to the
rug for Talk Time. Use this rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!

Photo Poster 1

Show Photo Poster 1 to the children. Who can find the little boy in the
picture? Ask the children to point to the child in the poster. What does the boy
have in his hands? (Palm branches.) This boy is happy. He is waving
palm branches because he is happy. What do you do when you’re happy?
Some children may answer such things as laugh, give a hug, or smile.
Encourage all the children to tell what they do when they are happy.
Accept all answers, even if the answer is “nothing.” We can show we are
happy for many things. Today we are going to talk about people who were
happy that Jesus is King!

Bible Story Time
NNMatthew 21:1-11

Young children are just beginning to identify that people such
as kings are special. By teaching them that Jesus is King, you
are helping them realize how special Jesus is! Open your Bible
to Matthew 21. Our story today is from the Bible, God’s special
book.

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did the people
shout? (Hosanna)
2. Who is King? (Jesus)
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The Bible tells us many things about Jesus.
(Hold hands open like a book.)
One day Jesus rode a donkey. Jesus is King!
(Hold hands as if you are riding an animal.)
People saw Jesus riding on the donkey. Jesus is King!
(Point to the children.)
The people waved palm branches in the air to praise
Jesus. Jesus is King!
(Wave hands in air.)
They shouted, “Hosanna!”
(Shout “Hosanna!”)
Jesus is King!
(Wave hands.)
You can also read this story from The Toddler’s Bible (on the
CD in your CTA packet).

Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 1, 4, 8-10,
Palm Sunday Story Card, Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. Encourage the
children to interact with the figures of the woman (Figure 1), the man (Figure 4),
the donkey (Figure 8), Jesus (Figure 9), and the palm branch (Figure 10). As they
help, retell the Bible story “Jesus Is King!” from Matthew 21:1-11.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible Step.
Keep the small group you have already gathered at the rug or visit children at
different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.

Punch out any new figures for the lesson and the Palm Sunday
Story Card. Lay the story card next to the story mat.
Place the donkey (Figure 8) on the mat before beginning the story. Who
rode on a donkey? Jesus did. Ask a child to place Jesus (Figure 9) on
the donkey. Lots of people saw Jesus on the donkey. Have a child
add the woman and the man (Figures 1 and 4). The people waved
palm branches. Ask a child to put the palm branch (Figure 10) by the
people. Do you remember what the people shouted? (“Hosanna!”)
Jesus is King!
Whether you are telling the Bible Review Story to individual
children or a small group, be sure to repeat the story. The
children will remember the story if it is repeated.

Story Mat with Story Figures
1, 4, 8-10, and Story Card

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story from Matthew 21:1-11 that Jesus is King!
“JESUS IS THE KING”
The complete song is on track 5 on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The
words and movements can be found on page 72 of this teacher’s guide.
Repeating a song helps children learn and remember it. Repeat the song “Jesus Is the
King” after singing through it one time.

Toddler–Palm Sunday
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Craft Step
Palm Branches

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one Palm Branch as time
allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send all the crafts home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Paper plates
Green construction paper

Glue sticks
Paper clips

Before Class: 1. Cut the green construction paper into 1-inch wide strips of varying lengths. 2. Set
a paper plate at each place on the table.

Craft Time

Talk with the children about the Bible story from Matthew 21:1-11 and how Jesus is King!
Jesus rode on a donkey. People waved palm branches. People shouted, “Hosanna!” Jesus is King!
Let’s make our own branches. Ask each child to glue several green strips to the paper plate.
You may want to show the children how to put glue on one end of the strips so the rest of the
strips hang freely. Encourage the children to make more than one Palm Branch.
We can wave our branches and praise Jesus too like the people in our Bible story. We can shout,
“Jesus is King!” Let the children wave their paper plate Palm Branches and shout, “Jesus is King!”
You could also let children wave the Palm Branches while listening to the Music Time song.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, that you are
glad they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who is King?”
Send each child home with his or her very own Starting
Steps. One side connects each child’s family to today’s
lesson; the other side includes a devotional, parenting tips,
and an amusing anecdote.
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