Palm Sunday

Praises for the King
Scripture: Luke 19:29-38; John 12:12-13
Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!
Memory Verse: Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24
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Playing and sharing about kings will help the children relate what they
know to today’s Bible story that Jesus is King.
•   Opening Activity: Paper crown
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed
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Bible Story Time: Luke 19:29-38; John 12:12-13
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The Bible and Me
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Use this le

Children will hear about when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 3 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•   Bible Story Review: Teaching Aid 2 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids); optional: real or paper palm branches
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

 o begin to understand that Jesus is King, the children will explore activity
T
centers.
•  Bible Coloring Page: Page for Palm Sunday (from Preschool Make-It/TakeIt), crayons; optional: glue, yarn, green paper
•  A Donkey for Jesus: Teaching Aid 2 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids)
•   Bible Story Puppets: Teaching Aid 3 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids); optional: shallow pan or box, rice or sand

Going Home with the Bible

Create a reminder to help children remember that Jesus is King.
•  Bible, green construction paper, My Sunday Pictures Palm Sunday
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
Jesus’ royal entry into Jerusalem occurred at the beginning
of His last week of earthly ministry. Jesus and His followers
traveled toward Jerusalem on the Jericho road. When
they arrived near Bethany and Bethphage [BETH-fuhjee], Jesus sent two of His disciples for a colt. Bethany
was located about two miles from Jerusalem. Bethphage
probably was a suburb of Jerusalem east of the city.
The colt was a donkey, the common beast of
burden for the poor people of Palestine (Matt. 21:2).
This one was tied, waiting, and had never been ridden.
Horses were ridden by wealthy people. Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem on the donkey was a sign of His humility.
In addition, riding on a donkey sometimes signified
that the rider was on a peaceful mission.
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It was also a fulfillment of the prophecy that the
Messiah, the King of kings, would arrive on a lowly
donkey (Zech. 9:9; John 12:14-15). Jesus was not bringing
earthly peace, but peace between God and His people.
The crowd thought Jesus would claim His messianic
throne in Jerusalem at Passover. They sang God’s praises
and chanted messianic statements (Ps. 118:26; Luke
19:38). The people thought Jesus would be a political
deliverer. Instead, He was a spiritual deliverer—“the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).
Jesus could not be happy over this excited crowd.
He wept as He came near the city, because He knew
that Jerusalem’s leaders would reject Him, and that
Jerusalem would eventually be destroyed.

Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Teacher

Devotional
Jesus is King! The Passover
crowd in Jerusalem proclaimed
Jesus as their King. They praised
Him, thinking He would save
them from the tyranny of the
Roman Empire.
Jesus is your King too! He
comes to you triumphant in
His victory over death. He has
conquered sin, death, and the
power of the devil to give you
eternal life.
Ask the Lord to show you
areas of your life where Jesus is
not King. Then ask Him to help
you change those parts of your
life.
The crowd in Jerusalem
praised their King:
Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord (Psalm
118:26).
Take a moment to thank and
praise Jesus for being the King
of your life.
Your children will enjoy
praising Jesus their King during
this lesson. Help them know
how wonderful and awesome it
is that Jesus is their King.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Play the song “God Gives Us His Special Son” from
the PraisePac CD. Invite the children to play rhythm
instruments, sing, and move with the music. The song and
movement will help the children begin thinking about
praising Jesus as King in today’s Lesson Focus.

Projects

Hide pictures of coats in a shallow pan filled with sand or rice for children
to find. This searching activity will help the children begin thinking about
coats. In today’s Bible story, people put coats on the street to show love for
Jesus.

Table Play

In today’s Bible story, Jesus entered Jerusalem. Invite the children to build
a city with blocks. This activity helps them begin thinking about cities.
Making a connection between the block city and the Bible story will help
the children understand where Jesus was traveling.

Teacher Tip

Help your preschoolers learn to praise God by naming things in the
classroom you can thank Jesus for, then pause to let children praise Him for
them. Lead the children in songs of praise. Model your enthusiasm rather
than worrying about being a good musician.

Worship Time
Before you begin today’s lesson, you may want
to have a short worship time.
•  Have the children sit in a circle while the class
sings a familiar song such as “Jesus Loves Me.”
•  Have a child helper collect offerings. Dear
Jesus, our offerings are one way we can show
You that we love You. We praise You for all You
have done for us. In Your name. Amen.
•  Play the song, “God Gives Us His
Special Son” from the PraisePac
CD in your Creative Teaching
Aids packet. After the children
have heard the song once, repeat

it again. Encourage the
children to try singing the
words to the chorus. While
the children will not be
able to sing all the words,
encourage them to sing
what they can.
•  Some of the children
may repeat the following prayer after you. Say a
few words at a time, speaking slowly. Dear God,
we know that You sent Your Son, Jesus, to us.
We love You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!
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Getting Ready for the Bible
Playing and sharing about kings will help the children relate what
they know to today’s Bible story that Jesus is King.
NN 

Materials: Paper crown

Attention
Grabber

If the children need to be gathered
together into a group or you need
to focus their attention back to you,
ask them to “mirror” your actions in
a game of “Copy Me.” Be sure to do
the actions without talking. Pause
after each action to give the children
time to do each action. Do what I
do as you copy me.
Clap hands three times.
Turn around.
Sit down.
Clap hands three times.
Fold your hands and
set them in your lap.

Opening Activity
Make a simple paper crown before class. When the children
are seated in a circle and ready to listen, introduce the activity.
Pretending to be kings and talking about kings helps children
connect to the Bible story from Luke 19:29-38 and John 12:12-13.
Let’s play a pretending game. Each of us will take turns
pretending to be a king. As a king, you can choose what you want,
then act it out. What are some things you might want to do as king?
(Children will have a variety of ideas. They may range from flying to
the moon to getting a new ball. Accept all their ideas.)
I’ll begin. (Set the paper crown on your head.) If I were a king,
I would make sure everyone had a new ball to play with. (Act out
bouncing a ball.) When you are king, everyone must follow you.
Give the crown to a child sitting next to you. That child should
put on the crown and tell what he or she would do as a king.
Encourage the children to act out the idea. Pass the crown around
the circle. Be sure to give each child a turn to say and show what
he or she would do. Set the paper crown to one side when all the
children are done.
There are a lot of things we would do if we were kings! People
would follow us because kings are leaders. Let’s talk more about
kings.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, allow time for each
child to say something. This gives every child an
opportunity to connect to the Bible story through
his or her own experience.

NNWhat is a king? If the children are having a

difficult time, help them by naming some kings
from fairy tales. A simple definition you could give
is: A king is a man who is in charge of a country.
What are the names of kings that you know?
Some children may talk about kings in nursery

NN
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rhymes like Old King Cole. Others may describe a
king in a fairy tale. Still others may name kings from
Bible stories like King David. Accept all answers.
What are some things kings can do? Most
children have been exposed to kings through stories
and videos. Answers may include ride horses, wear
a crown, tell people what to do, do whatever they
want, or fight a bad person for their kingdom.

NN

We talked about different kings. Today we’re
going to learn Jesus is King! In our Bible story, we
will hear about Jesus riding into Jerusalem. The
people were very happy that He had come. Listen
to hear what the people shouted to Jesus.

Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!
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Bible Story Time
Luke 19:29-38; John 12:12-13
Children will hear about when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.
Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aids 2 and 3, Bible;
NN 
optional: real or paper palm branches

Bible Story
Punch out the stand-up figures from Teaching Aid 3.
Fold the side tabs back on the dotted lines and place
the figures in the order you will use them.
The children should still be seated in a circle
ready for the story. Open your Bible to Luke 19 to
begin. Our story today comes from the Bible. It is
in two books of the Bible. These books are called
Luke and John. (Show the children where Luke 19
is in your Bible. You
may want to show the
children the Book of
John. Keep your Bible
open to Luke 19 as you
tell the story. If you
showed the children
John 12, also put a
bookmark there.)
Teaching Aid 3
(Move Jesus and
the disciples, Figures 1 and 2, slowly as if they were
walking along a road. Have the children quietly pat
their knees.) Jesus and His helpers were on their
way to the city of Jerusalem. It was almost time
for the Passover Feast. The Passover Feast was a
special holiday when people worshiped God. Many
of God’s people met in Jerusalem for Passover.
They worshiped God, ate special food, and thanked
God for taking good care of them.
Jesus and His helpers walked a long way. When
they were finally near Jerusalem, Jesus stopped
by a small town. (Have the children stop patting
their knees. Turn the figures to face one another.) He
told two of His helpers, “Go into the town. You will
find a donkey that has never been ridden. Untie it
and bring it back to Me. If anyone asks you what
you are doing, tell him Jesus needs the donkey.”
(Remove Figure 1.)
The helpers went into the town. (Move the
disciples as if walking and then add the donkey,
Figure 3.) They found the donkey and untied it as
Jesus told them. The owner came out and asked,
“Why are you untying my donkey?” They told the
man, “Jesus needs your donkey.”
The owner let them take the donkey to Jesus.
Jesus’ helpers laid their coats over the donkey

because there was no saddle or
blanket. Now the donkey was ready
for Jesus to ride.
(Place Figure 1 behind the donkey.
Have the children pat their knees.) Clip,
clop. Jesus rode on the donkey to the
city of Jerusalem. (Move the figures
slowly.)
Clip, clop. The people in
Jerusalem were excited to see Jesus
coming. (Add Figures 4 and 5. Ask the
children to stop patting their knees.)
Some people had seen Jesus do
wonderful things. Others had heard
about all the good things Jesus had
said and done. To show their love
for Jesus, the people put their coats
on the street. (Pretend to take off a
coat and lay it on the ground.) Other
people cut palm branches off of palm
trees to wave. (Have the children wave
their arms above their heads.)
People shouted, “Hosanna!
Jesus is the King! Hosanna!” (Ask the
children to repeat the words after you.)
The people were happy God had sent
His Son, Jesus, to be their King! Jesus
is our King too!

Bible Story
Questions

NN Who rode into Jerusalem on a
donkey? Jesus
NN What did the people shout?
Hosanna! Jesus is the King! Hosanna!
NN What would you do if Jesus came to
your town? Children may talk about
waving palm branches as in the story.
Others may answer, “I don’t know.”
Challenge the children to come up
with a variety of responses.
NN Who is our King? Jesus is King!
Palm Sunday – Preschool
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Bible Story Review Activity
Using the Shaggy Donkey puppet, Teaching Aid 2 in your Creative
Teaching Aids packet, helps the children actively review the Bible story
from Luke 19:29-38 and John 12:12-13. Let’s use Shaggy to help us act
out our Bible story about Jesus is King.
Choose one child to hold Shaggy Donkey, another to be Jesus, and
two others to be His helpers.
What did Jesus ask His helpers to do? Have Jesus send His two
helpers to get the donkey. Let the helpers bring back the child who has
Shaggy Donkey. Where did Jesus go when He rode on the donkey?
Have Jesus pretend to ride Shaggy into Jerusalem. The rest of us can
be the crowd. Line the rest of the children up in two lines so Jesus can
walk down the middle. Show me what
Teaching Aid 2
the people said and did when they saw
Jesus. The “crowd” should wave their
arms. If you are using palm branches, the children can wave
those. Encourage children to yell “Hosanna!”
Repeat this until everyone has had a turn acting out all the
parts they want to.

Bible Memory Verse
Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice or the
rhyme, or both.

Practice

Say the Bible memory verse to the children and have them repeat it.
Setting words to music helps preschoolers remember them longer. Sing the following words with
the children to the tune of “This Old Man.” If children know the song well, divide the children into
two groups. Have the groups sing the song to each other.
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

In the Book of Hebrews, 7:24.
(Hold hands open like a book.)
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse is in the third line of the rhyme. Review the rhyme and actions with the children.
Then say and do the rhyme slowly. Repeat two or three more times, doing the rhyme faster each
time it is repeated. Jesus, our King, lives forever. Say our Bible rhyme with me.
Morning sun is shining bright,
(Touch fingertips overhead.)
Wear a smile this happy day!
(Point to smile.)
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We know that Jesus lives forever,
(Clap hands together.)
So let’s all say, “Hooray!”
(Jump on the word “Hooray.”)

Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!
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The Bible and Me
To begin to understand that Jesus is King, the children will explore activity centers.
Today’s Bible story from Luke 19:29-38 and John 12:12-13 taught your class that Jesus entered
Jerusalem on a donkey. To help the children review that Jesus is King, choose one or more of the
following activities. Before you let the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you
have chosen. This week A Donkey for Jesus center needs the most teacher supervision.
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When you are ready to close this step, have
the children clean up the centers and gather in
a big group. You could use the following rhyme
to help attract their attention.
Picking up is fun to do.
I can do it—Mary can too!
Repeat this rhyme using each child’s name
as you and the children continue to clean up.
Palm Sunday – Preschool
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Going Home with the Bible
Create a reminder to help children remember that Jesus is King.
NN Materials: Bible, green construction paper

After cleaning up, have the children either sit in a circle
on the floor or on chairs around a table. Use this time to
help the children create a reminder that Jesus is King.
Show the children once again where Luke 19 can
be found in the Bible. You may also want to review
where John 12 is. Today we heard the story of Jesus
riding the donkey into Jerusalem. When the people
saw Jesus, they put their coats on the street. Others
cut palm branches to wave. The people shouted,
“Hosanna! Jesus is King!”
Let’s make branches to praise Jesus as our King.
Give a piece of green paper to each child. Show the
children how to cut or tear off pieces of the green paper
to make palm branches.
Invite the children to sit in a circle and hold their
branches. Our branches can help us remember that
Jesus is King. Where can you put your branch to
help you remember that Jesus is King? (Children will
name a variety of places. Some may mention in their
room, next to their bed, on the refrigerator door, or in a
special place to put projects at home.)
Choose one place to put your palm branch when
you get home. Give the children time to quietly think of
where to put the palm branches.
Let each child share where he or she will put the
palm branch as a reminder that Jesus is King. You may

want to model this for the children. I am going to put
my branch ___________ so that I can remember that
Jesus is King.
Close with a short prayer after all the children have
shared. Dear Jesus, we praise You. You are King! In
Your name. Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
This short musical game gives the children another
opportunity to praise Jesus as King! Have the children
stand in a circle to play the game. Each child will need
a palm branch.
Our Bible story showed us that Jesus is King!
Let’s play a game praising Jesus as King. I am going
to play a song. Walk when you hear the music begin.
When you don’t hear the music, stop and wave your
branches. As the song continues, start walking again.
Be sure to stop each time you don’t
hear the music.
Play the song “God Gives Us His
Special Son” from your PraisePac CD.
You may need to remind the children
when to stop and when to walk.

Time to Go Home

•  Let the children play with their palm branches until their
parents come for them.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of
the Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Palm Sunday
NN Make-It/Take-It for Palm Sunday
NN Palm branches
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