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Emotional and
Spiritual Safety
Meeting a standard for children’s and youth physical safety
is not only a good thing; it is also required by law! (Be sure
to know and practice your church’s protection policy.)
Safety in the emotional and spiritual realms is equally
important, but it may be overlooked, assumed, or minimized—even at church. For the church, emotional and
spiritual safety should be a priority, for it is an integral part
of helping students know Jesus and grow in Him.
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THE MESSAGE

Emotional and spiritual safety sends a message: every student who participates
in a children’s or youth ministry deserves and needs to know that he or she is
valued, loved, and protected.
Everything we say and do as leaders should communicate that message. Our
goal is not only for children and youth to gain book knowledge, but also that
their lives be transformed through understanding God’s Word and applying it
to their daily lives. Because we have the world’s highest goal, we must be sure
that our behavior delivers the world’s highest message—a biblical message of
love and care.

CORE BELIEFS

When adults hold the following core beliefs, they are ready to foster emotional
and spiritual safety for children and youth:
• Servanthood. Believing that we are all here to love and help each other.
• Value. Believing that each child is valuable as a person, both to God and
to us. Children will know they matter to God only when they see that they
matter to us.
• Faith. Believing that every child can have a bright future in God’s family.
Children need for us to see their spiritual potential.
• Trustworthiness. Believing that a student’s trust is a delicate gift that must
be treated with care.
• Honor. Believing that when we honor a student, we honor Jesus.
Our students’ daily lives can be hurried, complicated, and confusing. They may
come to our programs carrying far greater burdens than we can imagine! The
church should be a place where it is emotionally safe for children and youth to
talk about what is going on in their lives. And the church should be a place where
it is spiritually safe for them to ask hard questions and be heard, acknowledged,
and answered.
Actions that nurture emotional and spiritual safety include: (1) listening with interest to what a student has to say and (2) making sure no student ever receives
a negative label but does receive words of love, encouragement, and blessing.
Beyond just knowing the material to be taught, Christian teachers are called to
live in ways that genuinely display Christlike character and concern.
Adapted from Teacher Training Smart Pages © 2006.

Materials for Your Preschool Class
Preschool Teacher’s Guide

In every lesson you’ll find Bible background
information, tips on understanding and teaching
preschoolers, and the Bible story complete with
review questions and activities. In addition, you’ll
find meaningful activities for early arrivers and
extra class time. Need one per class.

Preschool Creative Teaching Aids

This packet equips you with a quarterly
attendance chart, posters, manipulatives, Bible
figures, games, and PraisePac CD to enhance
your teaching. Each PraisePac CD contains three

original worship songs that correlate with each
unit. Also included on your PraisePac CD are
downloadable song sheets, lyric sheets, and
postcards. Need one per class.

Preschool Make-It/Take-It

With simple classroom supplies, the craft pages
in this book become books, story puppets and
action figures, pop-up cards, puzzles, and lesson
reminders to help the Bible lessons learned at
church be meaningful throughout the week at
home. Need one per student.

Bring the Bible to Life for Kids

1

Step 1:
Bible
Readiness

Scripture makes it clear that God is relational
(1 John 3:1; 4:9-10). Our goal is to help students
see this part of God’s nature by interacting with
you and one another. Your goal in Step 1 is to help
your preschoolers build relationships with you and
one another. This step gives your children a chance
to share about themselves and their lives, and be
active participants in your classroom. You’ll be able to
guide students to see the connection between their
lives and what happens at Sunday school. These
conversations will flow naturally into Step 2, your
Bible lesson.

2

Step 2:
Bible Story

God teaches us through His written Word how to
live and relate with Him and one another (Hebrews
4:12; 2 Timothy 3:16). Through Step 2, your class
will learn a Bible story and then review it together.
You’ll lead the class with relevant questions that
guide your children to not only understand what
they’ve just read, but begin to connect it to their lives.
Your class will also have an opportunity to learn the
memory verse for the day. Through this step, you’ll
be able to make sure your preschoolers engage in a
fruitful conversation about the Bible at their age level.

Bible Cr
Activitieaft
Preschools for

Jesus lives forever.
Hebrews 7:24
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OOL
Spring
2020

My Sunday Pictures

These take-home cards connect the Bible stories and
lessons taught in church to each child’s home. Each
card presents the Bible story and family activities
to incorporate the Bible lesson at home during the
week. Need one per student.
For the Noah’s Park Children’s
Church that correlates with
Bible-in-Life, visit our website at
DavidCCook.org

Online Teacher Training!
To Learn more about teaching and using the resources
in a lesson, visit BibleinLife.com
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Step 3:
Bible Activity
Choices

God asks us to internalize His Word so we can grow
in relationship with Him (Psalm 1:2; 119:97). Step 3
turns your class into a laboratory, giving you a chance
to guide your preschoolers to a deeper understanding
of the Bible story they’ve just learned. Activity options
including science, drama, games, crafts, and more
allow students to explore the Bible story at their
own levels, and with their own interests so that they
can comprehend and implement God’s Word into
their lives in age-appropriate ways. Your children
can actively work through the Bible story, finding the
tangible treasure in the text for themselves.

4

Step 4:
Bible
Response

The Bible makes it clear that our faith is much more
than a list of beliefs. It’s also what we do—how we
live out what we say we believe. Step 4 is a way for
you to encourage life application with your students.
Together you’ll go over what you’ve learned and help
your children carry the Sunday school lesson into the
rest of their week. You’ll be able to provide them with
practical suggestions for ways to live out their faith in
real life so that they can be doers of the Word, not
just hearers (Luke 11:28; James 1:22-25).
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Palm Sunday

Praises for the King
Scripture: Luke 19:29-38; John 12:12-13
Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!
Memory Verse: Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24

1

Getting Ready for the Bible

sson

PALM SUN on
DAY,
APRIL 5,

as indicate
d in the
Table of Co
ntents.
See page 2
9 for
the first le
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this quarte
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Playing and sharing about kings will help the children relate what they
know to today’s Bible story that Jesus is King.
•   Opening Activity: Paper crown
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story Time: Luke 19:29-38; John 12:12-13

3

The Bible and Me

4

Use this le

Children will hear about when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 3 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•   Bible Story Review: Teaching Aid 2 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids); optional: real or paper palm branches
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

 o begin to understand that Jesus is King, the children will explore activity
T
centers.
•  Bible Coloring Page: Page for Palm Sunday (from Preschool Make-It/TakeIt), crayons; optional: glue, yarn, green paper
•  A Donkey for Jesus: Teaching Aid 2 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids)
•   Bible Story Puppets: Teaching Aid 3 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids); optional: shallow pan or box, rice or sand

Going Home with the Bible

Create a reminder to help children remember that Jesus is King.
•  Bible, green construction paper, My Sunday Pictures Palm Sunday
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
Jesus’ royal entry into Jerusalem occurred at the beginning
of His last week of earthly ministry. Jesus and His followers
traveled toward Jerusalem on the Jericho road. When
they arrived near Bethany and Bethphage [BETH-fuhjee], Jesus sent two of His disciples for a colt. Bethany
was located about two miles from Jerusalem. Bethphage
probably was a suburb of Jerusalem east of the city.
The colt was a donkey, the common beast of
burden for the poor people of Palestine (Matt. 21:2).
This one was tied, waiting, and had never been ridden.
Horses were ridden by wealthy people. Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem on the donkey was a sign of His humility.
In addition, riding on a donkey sometimes signified
that the rider was on a peaceful mission.

8
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It was also a fulfillment of the prophecy that the
Messiah, the King of kings, would arrive on a lowly
donkey (Zech. 9:9; John 12:14-15). Jesus was not bringing
earthly peace, but peace between God and His people.
The crowd thought Jesus would claim His messianic
throne in Jerusalem at Passover. They sang God’s praises
and chanted messianic statements (Ps. 118:26; Luke
19:38). The people thought Jesus would be a political
deliverer. Instead, He was a spiritual deliverer—“the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).
Jesus could not be happy over this excited crowd.
He wept as He came near the city, because He knew
that Jerusalem’s leaders would reject Him, and that
Jerusalem would eventually be destroyed.

Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Teacher

Devotional
Jesus is King! The Passover
crowd in Jerusalem proclaimed
Jesus as their King. They praised
Him, thinking He would save
them from the tyranny of the
Roman Empire.
Jesus is your King too! He
comes to you triumphant in
His victory over death. He has
conquered sin, death, and the
power of the devil to give you
eternal life.
Ask the Lord to show you
areas of your life where Jesus is
not King. Then ask Him to help
you change those parts of your
life.
The crowd in Jerusalem
praised their King:
Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord (Psalm
118:26).
Take a moment to thank and
praise Jesus for being the King
of your life.
Your children will enjoy
praising Jesus their King during
this lesson. Help them know
how wonderful and awesome it
is that Jesus is their King.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Play the song “God Gives Us His Special Son” from
the PraisePac CD. Invite the children to play rhythm
instruments, sing, and move with the music. The song and
movement will help the children begin thinking about
praising Jesus as King in today’s Lesson Focus.

Projects

Hide pictures of coats in a shallow pan filled with sand or rice for children
to find. This searching activity will help the children begin thinking about
coats. In today’s Bible story, people put coats on the street to show love for
Jesus.

Table Play

In today’s Bible story, Jesus entered Jerusalem. Invite the children to build
a city with blocks. This activity helps them begin thinking about cities.
Making a connection between the block city and the Bible story will help
the children understand where Jesus was traveling.

Teacher Tip

Help your preschoolers learn to praise God by naming things in the
classroom you can thank Jesus for, then pause to let children praise Him for
them. Lead the children in songs of praise. Model your enthusiasm rather
than worrying about being a good musician.

Worship Time
Before you begin today’s lesson, you may want
to have a short worship time.
•  Have the children sit in a circle while the class
sings a familiar song such as “Jesus Loves Me.”
•  Have a child helper collect offerings. Dear
Jesus, our offerings are one way we can show
You that we love You. We praise You for all You
have done for us. In Your name. Amen.
•  Play the song, “God Gives Us His
Special Son” from the PraisePac
CD in your Creative Teaching
Aids packet. After the children
have heard the song once, repeat

it again. Encourage the
children to try singing the
words to the chorus. While
the children will not be
able to sing all the words,
encourage them to sing
what they can.
•  Some of the children
may repeat the following prayer after you. Say a
few words at a time, speaking slowly. Dear God,
we know that You sent Your Son, Jesus, to us.
We love You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Palm Sunday – Preschool
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Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

1

Getting Ready for the Bible
Playing and sharing about kings will help the children relate what
they know to today’s Bible story that Jesus is King.
NN 

Materials: Paper crown

Attention
Grabber

If the children need to be gathered
together into a group or you need
to focus their attention back to you,
ask them to “mirror” your actions in
a game of “Copy Me.” Be sure to do
the actions without talking. Pause
after each action to give the children
time to do each action. Do what I
do as you copy me.
Clap hands three times.
Turn around.
Sit down.
Clap hands three times.
Fold your hands and
set them in your lap.

Opening Activity
Make a simple paper crown before class. When the children
are seated in a circle and ready to listen, introduce the activity.
Pretending to be kings and talking about kings helps children
connect to the Bible story from Luke 19:29-38 and John 12:12-13.
Let’s play a pretending game. Each of us will take turns
pretending to be a king. As a king, you can choose what you want,
then act it out. What are some things you might want to do as king?
(Children will have a variety of ideas. They may range from flying to
the moon to getting a new ball. Accept all their ideas.)
I’ll begin. (Set the paper crown on your head.) If I were a king,
I would make sure everyone had a new ball to play with. (Act out
bouncing a ball.) When you are king, everyone must follow you.
Give the crown to a child sitting next to you. That child should
put on the crown and tell what he or she would do as a king.
Encourage the children to act out the idea. Pass the crown around
the circle. Be sure to give each child a turn to say and show what
he or she would do. Set the paper crown to one side when all the
children are done.
There are a lot of things we would do if we were kings! People
would follow us because kings are leaders. Let’s talk more about
kings.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, allow time for each
child to say something. This gives every child an
opportunity to connect to the Bible story through
his or her own experience.

NNWhat is a king? If the children are having a

difficult time, help them by naming some kings
from fairy tales. A simple definition you could give
is: A king is a man who is in charge of a country.
What are the names of kings that you know?
Some children may talk about kings in nursery

NN
10

Palm Sunday – Preschool

rhymes like Old King Cole. Others may describe a
king in a fairy tale. Still others may name kings from
Bible stories like King David. Accept all answers.
What are some things kings can do? Most
children have been exposed to kings through stories
and videos. Answers may include ride horses, wear
a crown, tell people what to do, do whatever they
want, or fight a bad person for their kingdom.

NN

We talked about different kings. Today we’re
going to learn Jesus is King! In our Bible story, we
will hear about Jesus riding into Jerusalem. The
people were very happy that He had come. Listen
to hear what the people shouted to Jesus.

Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

2

Bible Story Time
Luke 19:29-38; John 12:12-13
Children will hear about when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.
Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aids 2 and 3, Bible;
NN 
optional: real or paper palm branches

Bible Story
Punch out the stand-up figures from Teaching Aid 3.
Fold the side tabs back on the dotted lines and place
the figures in the order you will use them.
The children should still be seated in a circle
ready for the story. Open your Bible to Luke 19 to
begin. Our story today comes from the Bible. It is
in two books of the Bible. These books are called
Luke and John. (Show the children where Luke 19
is in your Bible. You
may want to show the
children the Book of
John. Keep your Bible
open to Luke 19 as you
tell the story. If you
showed the children
John 12, also put a
bookmark there.)
Teaching Aid 3
(Move Jesus and
the disciples, Figures 1 and 2, slowly as if they were
walking along a road. Have the children quietly pat
their knees.) Jesus and His helpers were on their
way to the city of Jerusalem. It was almost time
for the Passover Feast. The Passover Feast was a
special holiday when people worshiped God. Many
of God’s people met in Jerusalem for Passover.
They worshiped God, ate special food, and thanked
God for taking good care of them.
Jesus and His helpers walked a long way. When
they were finally near Jerusalem, Jesus stopped
by a small town. (Have the children stop patting
their knees. Turn the figures to face one another.) He
told two of His helpers, “Go into the town. You will
find a donkey that has never been ridden. Untie it
and bring it back to Me. If anyone asks you what
you are doing, tell him Jesus needs the donkey.”
(Remove Figure 1.)
The helpers went into the town. (Move the
disciples as if walking and then add the donkey,
Figure 3.) They found the donkey and untied it as
Jesus told them. The owner came out and asked,
“Why are you untying my donkey?” They told the
man, “Jesus needs your donkey.”
The owner let them take the donkey to Jesus.
Jesus’ helpers laid their coats over the donkey

because there was no saddle or
blanket. Now the donkey was ready
for Jesus to ride.
(Place Figure 1 behind the donkey.
Have the children pat their knees.) Clip,
clop. Jesus rode on the donkey to the
city of Jerusalem. (Move the figures
slowly.)
Clip, clop. The people in
Jerusalem were excited to see Jesus
coming. (Add Figures 4 and 5. Ask the
children to stop patting their knees.)
Some people had seen Jesus do
wonderful things. Others had heard
about all the good things Jesus had
said and done. To show their love
for Jesus, the people put their coats
on the street. (Pretend to take off a
coat and lay it on the ground.) Other
people cut palm branches off of palm
trees to wave. (Have the children wave
their arms above their heads.)
People shouted, “Hosanna!
Jesus is the King! Hosanna!” (Ask the
children to repeat the words after you.)
The people were happy God had sent
His Son, Jesus, to be their King! Jesus
is our King too!

Bible Story
Questions

NN Who rode into Jerusalem on a
donkey? Jesus
NN What did the people shout?
Hosanna! Jesus is the King! Hosanna!
NN What would you do if Jesus came to
your town? Children may talk about
waving palm branches as in the story.
Others may answer, “I don’t know.”
Challenge the children to come up
with a variety of responses.
NN Who is our King? Jesus is King!
Palm Sunday – Preschool
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Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Bible Story Review Activity
Using the Shaggy Donkey puppet, Teaching Aid 2 in your Creative
Teaching Aids packet, helps the children actively review the Bible story
from Luke 19:29-38 and John 12:12-13. Let’s use Shaggy to help us act
out our Bible story about Jesus is King.
Choose one child to hold Shaggy Donkey, another to be Jesus, and
two others to be His helpers.
What did Jesus ask His helpers to do? Have Jesus send His two
helpers to get the donkey. Let the helpers bring back the child who has
Shaggy Donkey. Where did Jesus go when He rode on the donkey?
Have Jesus pretend to ride Shaggy into Jerusalem. The rest of us can
be the crowd. Line the rest of the children up in two lines so Jesus can
walk down the middle. Show me what
Teaching Aid 2
the people said and did when they saw
Jesus. The “crowd” should wave their
arms. If you are using palm branches, the children can wave
those. Encourage children to yell “Hosanna!”
Repeat this until everyone has had a turn acting out all the
parts they want to.

Bible Memory Verse
Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice or the
rhyme, or both.

Practice

Say the Bible memory verse to the children and have them repeat it.
Setting words to music helps preschoolers remember them longer. Sing the following words with
the children to the tune of “This Old Man.” If children know the song well, divide the children into
two groups. Have the groups sing the song to each other.
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

In the Book of Hebrews, 7:24.
(Hold hands open like a book.)
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse is in the third line of the rhyme. Review the rhyme and actions with the children.
Then say and do the rhyme slowly. Repeat two or three more times, doing the rhyme faster each
time it is repeated. Jesus, our King, lives forever. Say our Bible rhyme with me.
Morning sun is shining bright,
(Touch fingertips overhead.)
Wear a smile this happy day!
(Point to smile.)

12
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We know that Jesus lives forever,
(Clap hands together.)
So let’s all say, “Hooray!”
(Jump on the word “Hooray.”)

Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

3

The Bible and Me
To begin to understand that Jesus is King, the children will explore activity centers.
Today’s Bible story from Luke 19:29-38 and John 12:12-13 taught your class that Jesus entered
Jerusalem on a donkey. To help the children review that Jesus is King, choose one or more of the
following activities. Before you let the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you
have chosen. This week A Donkey for Jesus center needs the most teacher supervision.
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When you are ready to close this step, have
the children clean up the centers and gather in
a big group. You could use the following rhyme
to help attract their attention.
Picking up is fun to do.
I can do it—Mary can too!
Repeat this rhyme using each child’s name
as you and the children continue to clean up.
Palm Sunday – Preschool
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4

Going Home with the Bible
Create a reminder to help children remember that Jesus is King.
NN Materials: Bible, green construction paper

After cleaning up, have the children either sit in a circle
on the floor or on chairs around a table. Use this time to
help the children create a reminder that Jesus is King.
Show the children once again where Luke 19 can
be found in the Bible. You may also want to review
where John 12 is. Today we heard the story of Jesus
riding the donkey into Jerusalem. When the people
saw Jesus, they put their coats on the street. Others
cut palm branches to wave. The people shouted,
“Hosanna! Jesus is King!”
Let’s make branches to praise Jesus as our King.
Give a piece of green paper to each child. Show the
children how to cut or tear off pieces of the green paper
to make palm branches.
Invite the children to sit in a circle and hold their
branches. Our branches can help us remember that
Jesus is King. Where can you put your branch to
help you remember that Jesus is King? (Children will
name a variety of places. Some may mention in their
room, next to their bed, on the refrigerator door, or in a
special place to put projects at home.)
Choose one place to put your palm branch when
you get home. Give the children time to quietly think of
where to put the palm branches.
Let each child share where he or she will put the
palm branch as a reminder that Jesus is King. You may

want to model this for the children. I am going to put
my branch ___________ so that I can remember that
Jesus is King.
Close with a short prayer after all the children have
shared. Dear Jesus, we praise You. You are King! In
Your name. Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
This short musical game gives the children another
opportunity to praise Jesus as King! Have the children
stand in a circle to play the game. Each child will need
a palm branch.
Our Bible story showed us that Jesus is King!
Let’s play a game praising Jesus as King. I am going
to play a song. Walk when you hear the music begin.
When you don’t hear the music, stop and wave your
branches. As the song continues, start walking again.
Be sure to stop each time you don’t
hear the music.
Play the song “God Gives Us His
Special Son” from your PraisePac CD.
You may need to remind the children
when to stop and when to walk.

Time to Go Home

•  Let the children play with their palm branches until their
parents come for them.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of
the Lesson Focus: Jesus is King!

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Palm Sunday
NN Make-It/Take-It for Palm Sunday
NN Palm branches
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Easter

Jesus Is Alive!
Scripture: Matthew 27:50, 57-60; John 20:11-18
Lesson Focus: Jesus is alive!
Memory Verse: Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24

1
2
3
4

Use this less

on on

EASTER SUN
DAY,
APRIL 12,
as indicated
in the
Table of Con
tents.

Getting Ready for the Bible

To relate the children’s own experiences with the Bible story of Jesus’
resurrection, children will talk about things that are alive.
•  Opening Activity: No materials needed
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story Time: Matthew 27:50, 57-60;
John 20:11-18

Children will learn from the Bible story that Jesus is alive!
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 4 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•  Bible Story Review: Optional: Bible-time clothes
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

The Bible and Me

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

The children will explore activity centers to help them understand that Jesus
is alive.
•  
Bible Painting: Page for Easter (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It),
colored pencils, chenille wires, vegetable oil, cotton balls; optional:
watercolor paints, water containers, paint shirts
•  
Exploring Spices: Small jars, different kinds of spices such as cinnamon,
nutmeg, cloves, curry, orange or lemon peel, foil; optional: colored dots
•  “Where Is Jesus?” Game: No materials needed

Going Home with the Bible

Children will choose a way to celebrate the resurrection.
•  
PraisePac CD (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), CD player, Bible,
paper squares, My Sunday Pictures Easter
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
Jesus died at about three o’clock in the afternoon, or
about three hours before sundown. Jews interpreted Old
Testament laws to mean that dead crucifixion victims
should be buried by nightfall (Deut. 21:22-23). Therefore
it was important to bury Jesus before sundown, when the
Passover Sabbath would begin. Jews avoided burying a
corpse on the Sabbath.
A secret follower of Jesus, Joseph of Arimathea [airih-muh-THEE-uh], received permission from Pontius
Pilate to remove Jesus’ body from the cross and give it a
proper burial (John 19:38). Joseph was a member of the
Sanhedrin (Luke 23:50). He was helped by Nicodemus,
another member of the Jewish ruling council who also
followed Jesus (John 3:1). Joseph and Nicodemus carefully
wrapped Jesus’ body with strips of linen and 75 pounds of

myrrh and aloes, according to Jewish custom of the time
(John 19:39-40). They laid the body in a new tomb owned
by Joseph.
On Sunday, following the Sabbath, Mary Magdalene
and Mary the wife of Clopas (John 19:25) returned to Jesus’
tomb in order to prepare His body for permanent burial.
In her happiness over finding Jesus in the garden,
Mary’s first impulse was to touch Jesus. But Jesus said,
“Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the
Father” (John 20:17). Jesus was telling Mary that their
relationship had changed, for the better, of course. He
had risen and belonged to the heavenly realm. Jesus’ new
relationship with His friends would be lived through faith
in the life of the Spirit.
Preschool – Easter
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Lesson Focus: Jesus is alive!

Teacher

Devotional
As you read the Bible passages
for today’s lesson, they may
seem very familiar to you,
especially if you have read
and heard this story since you
were a young child. Reread
the verses from Matthew. Take
a moment to reflect on the
grief and sadness that Joseph
of Arimathea might have felt
at the death of his friend. You,
too, may have experienced the
death of a friend and can relate
to Joseph’s grief.
Now reread the passage from
John. Jesus reached through
Mary’s grief and sorrow to fill
her with joy. He is alive! He is
alive now! He conquered sin
and death so that you need
never be separated from the
God who loves you.
Though you may have times
of grief and sorrow in your life,
you can rejoice in the hope and
joy that is yours through Jesus’
resurrection. Jesus is alive!
Bring that hope and joy into
your classroom as you teach
your children the amazing truth
that Jesus is alive.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Invite children to play a passing game by standing in a single file line and
pass a beanbag through their legs to the back of the line. Then, they pass
it back to the front over their heads. This game will help them understand
what it means to pass something. In today’s Bible story, Mary will pass on
the good news that Jesus is alive.

Projects

Remove the Spring pattern from the Make-It/Take-It books. Let the
children color the pieces. Then, insert a paper fastener through the Xs on
the egg and chick pieces to create a pop-up chick. Artificial grass can be
added too.

Table Play

To help children make a connection to the Lesson Focus, “Jesus is alive!,”
set out an empty egg carton and jelly beans or different-color squares of
paper. Let children sort the beans or paper in the carton.

Teacher Tip

As you teach about Jesus’ death and resurrection, some preschoolers may
have an idea of what death is. Give them time to discuss their feelings and
to talk about death. Share with your class your own feelings of joy that Jesus
is alive again.

Worship Time
You may want to have a short
worship time before you begin
teaching today’s lesson.
•  Gather the children to worship by
playing the song “God Gives Us His Special Son”
from your PraisePac CD in your Creative Teaching
Aids packet.
•  Ask a child to collect the offerings. Dear God,
thank You for all the things You give us. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Today is Easter. The words in our song tell
us that Jesus died, but now He is alive! Teach the
following words to the tune “Old MacDonald Had
a Farm.” Clap your hands and stamp your feet as
indicated in the song.
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Wake up early! Shout
and sing. Jesus is alive!
Flowers bloom, and bells all
ring. Jesus is alive!
So clap your hands; stomp
your feet.
Here a clap, there a clap;
everywhere a clap, clap.
Wake up early! Shout and sing. Jesus is alive!
•  Close with a short prayer. You may need to
remind the children to bow their heads and close
their eyes as the class prays. Dear God, thank You
for Your Son, Jesus. He died but came back to
life again. We love You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Lesson Focus: Jesus is alive!

1

Getting Ready for the Bible
To relate the children’s own experiences with the Bible story of Jesus’
resurrection, children will talk about things that are alive.
NN Materials: None needed

Attention
Grabber

If the children need to be gathered
together into a group or you need
to focus their attention back to you,
ask them to “mirror” your actions in
a game of “Copy Me.” Be sure to do
the actions without talking. Pause
after each action to give the children
time to do each action. Do what I
do as you copy me.
Clap hands three times.
Turn around.
Sit down.
Clap hands three times.
Fold your hands and
set them in your lap.

Opening Activity
When the children are seated in a circle and ready to listen,
introduce today’s activity. Playing a game and talking about things
that are alive allows the children to relate to today’s Bible story
where Jesus died and came back to life.
Today we are going to play a game called “I Can Be . . . .” This
game will help us learn about things that are alive. I will say, “I Can
Be...” and then I will name something. You pretend to be whatever
I named by acting it out.
The first one is: I can be a duck. (Encourage the children to walk
and quack like ducks.) You are good ducks.
Here’s another one. I can be a rock. (The children should curl up
in a ball and lie very still.)
Now I can be a flower that started as a little seed and grew.
(Children should act out a plant growing.)
This time I can be a chair. (Challenge children to be still as they
pretend to be chairs.)
If you have extra time, you could include some of the children’s
ideas at this point.
This is the last one. I can be a wall. (Have children stand straight
and still.)
Gather the children back into a circle. We acted out many
things. What things did we act out that are not alive? (Rock, wall,
and chair. Be sure to include other ideas the class acted out.) What
things did we act out that are alive? (Duck and flower. Again,
include any “alive” things the class chose to act out.) Let’s talk more
about things that are alive.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time for
each child to say something. This gives every child
an opportunity to connect to the Bible story and
Lesson Focus, “Jesus is alive!” through his or her
own experience.

NNName things that are alive. Encourage each

child to name at least one thing that is alive. The
children may name things others talked about.
Some responses may be a tree, any type of animal,
people, pets, and so forth.

NNHow do you know something is alive? The

children will have a variety of responses. They may
say something moves, it breathes, and it grows.
Accept all their answers even if it is “I don’t know.”
Keep in mind that this is a difficult question for
preschoolers. They can only give answers from their
own experiences, not the reasoning that adults use.
While their definition may not make sense to you at
first, think of it from their perspective.
Today we’re going to learn that Jesus is alive!
Listen to find out who first saw Jesus alive.

Preschool – Easter
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Lesson Focus: Jesus is alive!

Bible Story Time
Matthew 27:50, 57-60; John 20:11-18
Children will learn from the Bible story that Jesus is alive!
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 4, Bible; optional:
Bible-time clothes

Bible Story
The children should still be seated in a circle, ready
for the story. Open your Bible to Matthew 27 to
begin. You may also want to mark John 20. Our
story today comes from the Bible. It is in the book
of the Bible called Matthew. (Show the children
where Matthew is in your Bible. Keep your Bible
open to Matthew 27 as you tell the story.) Part of
our story also comes from the book of the Bible
called John. (If you marked where John 20 is, show
it to the children now.)
(Use a quiet, sad voice for the beginning part of
the story.) It was a very sad day one Friday. Some
people did not believe that Jesus was God’s Son.
They did not like Jesus. So they took Jesus, had
Him put on a cross, and He died. Jesus’ friends
thought they would never see Him alive again.
One of Jesus’ friends was named Joseph of
Arimathea. He took Jesus’ body down from the
cross, and laid Him in a cave. Joseph rolled a
huge rock in front of the hole to the cave and
sadly went home. (Roll your arms.)
Early on Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene,
another of Jesus’ friends, went to the cave where
Jesus’ body was. She was going to put spices on
Jesus body. That is what people did in Bible times.
When Mary got to the cave, the huge rock was
rolled away and the cave was open! Mary looked
inside the cave. But Jesus’ body was not inside!
(Pretend to look in the cave by putting your hand
above your eyes.)
Mary began to cry. (Pretend to cry.) She
looked in the cave again. This time she saw two
angels there.
The angels asked Mary, “Why are you
crying?”
Mary said,
“They have
taken Jesus
away. I don’t
know where
they have taken
Him.”
(Change
your
voice so it is
Teaching Aid 4
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less quiet.) Then Mary turned around
and saw a man standing there. (Show
Teaching Aid 4.) She thought it was
the gardener. A gardener is someone
who takes care of the different plants
and trees in a garden. The man asked
Mary, “Why are you crying? Who are
you looking for?”
Mary said, “Please tell me where
Jesus is.”
The man spoke in a soft voice and
said, “Mary!”
Mary said, “Jesus!” (Add more
excitement to your voice as the Bible
story continues.) It really was Jesus!
His body was not in the cave anymore
because He was alive again! (On the
poster, point to the cave and to Jesus.)
Now Mary understood how
special Jesus was. God’s Son, Jesus,
had died. But God brought His Son
back to life again!
Mary ran to find Jesus’ other
friends. She shouted the good news.
“Jesus is alive! Jesus is alive!” (Have
the children shout with you.)

Bible Story
Questions

NN What did Joseph do with Jesus’
body? Wrapped Him up and laid Him
in a cave.
NN What did Mary see at the cave? It
was empty, two angels, and Jesus.
NN How do you think the rock was
moved? Children may either have
no idea or say that someone moved
it. Lead them to see that God’s angel
moved the rock.
NN What did Mary run to tell Jesus’
friends? Jesus is alive!

Lesson Focus: Jesus is alive!

Bible Story Review Activity
The Bible story review activity helps the children review the Bible story from Matthew 27:50, 5760 and John 20:11-18 in an active way. For props, use the underside of a table to represent the
cave and a chair to be the rock. You may want to have children wear Bible-time clothes. Choose
children to play the parts of Joseph, the risen Jesus, Mary, and the two angels. Ask them to act
out what you say. They may want to repeat your words. The others can be the audience.
In today’s Bible story, some people had taken Jesus away from His friends. They put Jesus
on a cross. Show us Joseph rolling the rock in front of the cave where Jesus was. (Have a child
act out putting the chair “rock” in place.) Who went to the cave on Sunday morning? (Have
Mary walk to the table.) Show us who Mary found in the cave. (The two angels
should sit under the table.) Show us who Mary saw standing there. (Have the
child playing Jesus walk up to Mary.) Show us what Mary did to tell Jesus’ friends,
“Jesus is alive.” (Mary should walk quickly away from the table and chair, calling
out , “Jesus is alive!”)
Repeat until all the children have had an opportunity to play a part.

Bible Memory Verse
Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice or
the rhyme, or both.

Practice

This week’s practice uses a group “relay” activity to help the children learn the Bible verse. The
repetition, as well as changing the parts that are said, helps the children remember the verse. Divide
the children into four groups and teach each group their part of the memory verse. Because Jesus is
alive, He lives forever. Let’s say our Bible verse in our groups.
Group 1: “Jesus”
Group 2: “lives”

Group 3: “forever.”
Group 4: Hebrews 7:24

Have the groups say the memory verse in order. Change the groups so Group 2 becomes Group 1,
Group 3 becomes Group 2, Group 4 becomes Group 3, and Group 1 becomes Group 4. Have the
children say the verse again in their new groups.

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse, Hebrews 7:24, can be found in the third line of the rhyme. This week have the
children say the rhyme with you three times. The first time use a whisper voice, the second time a
normal voice, and a shouting voice the third time. Jesus died on the cross, He rose again. This
means that Jesus is alive, now and forever! Let’s say our Bible rhyme.
Morning sun is shining bright,
(Touch fingertips overhead.)
Wear a smile this happy day!
(Point to smile.)

We know that Jesus lives forever,
(Clap hands together.)
So let’s all say, “Hooray!”
(Jump on the word “Hooray.”)

Preschool – Easter
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3

The Bible and Me
The children will explore activity centers to help them understand that Jesus is alive.
Today’s Bible story from Matthew 27:50, 57-60 and John 20:11-18 taught your class that Jesus died
and then rose again. To help the children review that Jesus is alive, choose one or more of the
following activities. Before you let the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you
have chosen. This week the “Where Is Jesus?” Game needs the most teacher supervision.
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students may ha

When you are ready to close this step, have
the children clean up the centers and gather in
a big group. You could use the following rhyme
to help attract their attention.
Picking up is fun to do.
I can do it—Mary can too!
Repeat this rhyme using each child’s name
as you and the children continue to clean up.

Lesson Focus: Jesus is alive!

4

Going Home with the Bible

Children will choose a way to celebrate the resurrection.

NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—PraisePac CD, CD player, Bible, paper squares

Cut a simple butterfly for each child from the squares.
An easy method is to fold a square in half. Beginning at
the fold, cut a simple wing shape. End your cutting at
the fold. Unfold the square to see the entire shape.
After cleaning up, have the children sit in a circle
on the floor. Use this time to help the children choose
one way to celebrate Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Once again show the children where Matthew 27:50,
57-60 can be found in the Bible. If you showed them
where John 20:11-18 was before, show it here again.
Our Bible story today was about Jesus. Some people
took Jesus, had Him put on a cross, and He died.
Jesus’ friends thought they’d never see Him again.
Three days later, Mary went to the tomb. The tomb
was empty. Instead, she found Jesus. He was alive!
That is happy news!
Let’s shout together, Jesus is alive! That is one way
to celebrate that Jesus is alive. What are some other
ways to celebrate? (Give the children time to share
their ideas. Some suggestions to share if children are
having difficulty coming up with ideas are: clap hands,
sing a song, hug somebody, thank God.)
After all the children have shared, have a
celebration time. Let’s celebrate that Jesus is alive
right now! I will play a song. When you hear the
music stop, celebrate by clapping your hands,
shouting out “Jesus is alive!” or any other idea you
have. Play the song “God Gives Us His Special Son”

from the PraisePac CD in your Creative
Teaching Aids packet. Stop the music
after playing it 20 seconds to give the
children time to celebrate.
Gather the children back together.
Thanking God is one way to celebrate
that Jesus is alive. Every time you see a butterfly, you
can remember to thank God that Jesus is alive. Give
each child a paper butterfly. Close with a prayer. Dear
God, we feel happy and excited today because Your
Son, Jesus, came back to life. Thank You! In Jesus’
name. Amen. Let the children play a rhythm and
movement game.

If You Have Extra Time
You may want to use a rhythm instrument.
Have the children crouch down on the floor and
pretend to be tiny seeds in the ground. As you clap
your hands or play the rhythm instrument, have the
children pretend to grow into pretty flowers. Once they
are grown, they can shout, “Jesus is alive!” It makes us
happy to see pretty spring flowers grow. But the thing
that makes us happiest of all is knowing that Jesus is
alive.
Repeat as time permits using different tempos of
slow and fast. Have the children grow according to the
tempo you clap or play.

Time to Go Home

•  Until parents come to pick up their children, let them continue celebrating with
the music. For variety, you can play the track with the music only.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of the Lesson Focus: Jesus
is alive!

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Easter
NN Make-It/Take-It for Easter
NN Make-It/Take-It March Pattern
NN Paper Butterfly
NN Projects made at centers
Preschool – Easter
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Ascension

Jesus Loves Us
Scripture: Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:7-11; Matthew 28:20
Lesson Focus: Jesus always loves us.
Memory Verse: Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24

1

ION
RIL 19,

SUNDAY, AP

as indicated
in the
Table of Con
tents.

Getting Ready for the Bible

For children to relate their own experiences with the story of Jesus going
back to live in heaven, they will talk about people loving them.
•   Opening Activity: Teaching Aid 2 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids); optional: classroom helper
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story Time: Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:7-11;
Matthew 28:20

3

The Bible and Me

4

Use this less
on
on ASCENS

The children will learn how Jesus went back to live in heaven.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 5 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•  Bible Story Review: Teaching Aid 5 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

To better understand that Jesus always loves them, children will explore
activity centers.
•  Cloud Activity: Cotton balls
•  The Hug Game: PraisePac CD (from ), CD player, yarn
•  Bible Coloring Page: Page for Ascension (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It),
crayons; optional: cotton balls, glue

Going Home with the Bible

By choosing a place to put a heart symbolizing that Jesus always loves
them, the children will plan to remember the Bible story.
•   Paper hearts, Bible, My Sunday Pictures Ascension
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
Jesus’ ascension took place 40 days after His resurrection
(Acts 1:3). He led His disciples to the vicinity of Bethany
(Luke 24:50), a small town on the Mount of Olives. The
Mount of Olives was a ridge to the east of Jerusalem. He
chose to make His triumphal entry into heaven from the
same spot He had earlier made His triumphal entry into
Jerusalem.
After Jesus talked to His disciples, He was taken up
into the clouds. He was seated at the right hand of God
(Mark 16:19). The place of honor beside a king was at his
right hand (1 Kings 2:19). It was fitting that Jesus return to
that place (Heb. 1:3). At this time, many of the disciples
still believed Jesus would set up His kingdom on earth,
give them political independence, and establish them in
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a place of leadership. Jesus had explained that the power
would be spiritual rather than political. He told them to
wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit’s power (Acts 1:4-5).
They would receive an infusion of supernatural “power”
(Acts 1:8). The Greek word translated “power” is based
on the root dunamis [DOO-nuh-miss], from which we get
words such as dynamic and dynamite.
Acts, which was also written by Luke, chronicles
the spread of the Gospel in the geographical order Jesus
described. The disciples were first witnesses in Jerusalem
(Acts 1—7). Then they went to Judea and Samaria (Acts
8—9). Finally, they traveled throughout the world as they
knew it—Caesarea, Antioch, Asia Minor, Greece, and
Rome (Acts 10—28).

Lesson Focus: Jesus always loves us.

Teacher

Devotional
God the Father was in control
from the start. He sent His
Son, Jesus, to earth because
He loves us so much (1 John
4:10). When Jesus’ work was
completed, He lifted the Son
back to Himself. Jesus promised
that He would come back
someday. Only the Father
knows the day when the Son
will return (Matt. 24:36).
God didn’t leave the world
on its own after Jesus went
back to heaven. He is still in
control. You are part of His
plan. He has not simply set you
on earth and abandoned you.
Ephesians 1:5 talks about how
God has adopted you as His
child. He predestined believers
to be adopted as His sons and
daughters through Jesus Christ.
Your heavenly Father is in
control to help in times of stress
or difficulty. Praise God for His
love for you. Spend time in
prayer praising Him for having
chosen you as His child.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Create a simple ball by knotting a pair of rolled-up socks into the toe of
a knee-high stocking. As children toss the ball back and forth, they will
see the ball always falls. This will help them begin to understand how
miraculous it was that Jesus went up into the clouds in today’s Bible story.

Projects

Let children stamp cotton balls dipped in white paint on blue paper to
make pictures of the sky. This project will help the children relate to the
Bible story. You may want to have the children wear paint shirts. Wet wipes
can help clean up messy hands.

Table Play

Set out toy phones or blocks. Let children pretend to talk with each other
or a relative who lives far away. This play provides a background for
introducing today’s Lesson Focus, “Jesus always loves us.”

Teacher Tip

Preschoolers learn by asking lots of questions. Answer their questions by
connecting the answer with things they already know. This week, your
children may ask where heaven is and how Jesus got there. Explain that we
do not know exactly where heaven is located, but we do know that Jesus
went up and that God used His power to bring Jesus home to heaven.

Worship Time
You may want to have a short worship time
before you begin today’s lesson.
•  Call your students to worship by playing the
song “God Gives Us His Special Son” from the
PraisePac CD.
•  Let the children pass the offering container.
Lead the children in a prayer of thanksgiving. Dear
God, thank You for all You give us, including
offerings to help others who don’t know about
You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Even though we can’t see Jesus,
He does love us. Let me teach you
a song about what Jesus does for
us. Teach the following words to the

tune “Good Night, Ladies.”
Verse 1—Jesus loves us,
Jesus loves us,
Jesus loves us,
He loves us every day.
Verse 2—Jesus listens,
Jesus listens,
Jesus listens,
He listens when we pray.
•  Jesus is alive and living in heaven. We can
talk to Him by praying. He does hear us. Let’s
pray together right now. Dear Jesus, we know
that You are alive. Thank You for always loving
us. We love You, too. In Your name. Amen.
Preschool – Ascension
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1

Getting Ready for the Bible
For children to relate their own experiences with the story of Jesus
going back to live in heaven, they will talk about people loving them.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 2; optional: classroom helper

Attention
Grabber
If the children need to be gathered
together into a group or you need
to focus their attention back to you,
ask them to “mirror” your actions in
a game of “Copy Me.” Be sure to do
the actions without talking. Do what
I do as you copy me.
Clap hands three times.
Turn around.
Sit down.
Clap hands three times.
Fold your hands and
set them in your lap.

Opening Activity
When the children are seated in a circle and
ready to listen, introduce the puppet. Talking
about the puppet or someone who loves
them, then seeing the puppet or person leave
the room, helps the children understand
today’s Bible story where Jesus goes back to
live in heaven.
(Put Shaggy, Teaching Aid 2, on your
arm.) Hi Shaggy! We’re glad you came to
Sunday school today! (Let Shaggy whisper
in your ear.) Shaggy wants you to know that
Teaching Aid 2
he loves you. He loves (name a child in your
class). He loves (name another child in your
class). Continue until all the children have been named. Shaggy
always loves us. Now Shaggy is going to leave the room so we can’t
see him.
(Put Shaggy outside the door and return to the circle.) Shaggy
isn’t with our group right now. He isn’t even in the room. But
Shaggy still loves us. How do you know Shaggy loves us? (Accept
the children’s answers. They may range from a simple “because” to
“he said so.”) Even when we can’t see him, Shaggy loves us.
(Get Shaggy from outside the door, and return to your seat with
Shaggy on your arm.) Shaggy, did you love us when you couldn’t
see us? (Have Shaggy nod his head.) You love us when you are with
us and you love us when you can’t see us. Let’s talk about people
who love us.
You may choose to do this activity with a classroom helper. If
using the helper, have the helper tell each child in the class that he or
she is loved.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time for
each child to say something. This gives every child
an opportunity to connect to the Bible story and
Lesson Focus through his or her own experience.
You can encourage sharing by talking about people
who love you.

NNName someone who loves you but is far away.

Children will give a variety of answers. A child’s
definition of “far away” may range from not being
able to see someone to understanding that a person
has to travel hours or days to come see them. They
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may name a parent, grandparent, older brother
or sister, relative, or friend who has moved. Some
children will give specific names. Encourage all the
children to tell about at least one person.
How do you know they love you? There will be
many different answers. Depending on the age of
your children, they may talk about what a person
does for them; who sends them mail, packages, or
email; and who calls them on the telephone.

NN

Many people love us, even if we cannot see
them. Today we’re going to learn that Jesus always
loves us. In our Bible story today, Jesus goes back
to His home in heaven. As you hear the story,
listen to find out how Jesus went back to heaven.

Lesson Focus: Jesus always loves us.

2

Bible Story Time
Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:7-11; Matthew 28:20
The children will learn how Jesus went back to live in heaven.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 5, Bible

Bible Story
Assemble the moving parts of the poster according
to the directions on the back of Teaching Aid 5.
Open your Bible to Luke 24. Our story today
comes from the Bible. It is found in the book of the
Bible called Luke. (Show the children where Luke
24 is in your Bible. Keep your Bible open to Luke
as you tell the story.) You may also want to show
the children where Acts 1 and Matthew 28 are in
your Bible. Tell the children that these parts of the
Bible also tell about when Jesus went back to live in
heaven.
The Bible tells us about
Jesus. It tells us that after
Jesus came back to life,
He did many of the same
things He did before. He
walked with His helpers and
talked with them. He ate
with them and prayed with
them. (Pretend to eat, then
fold your hands as if you were
praying.) One day Jesus had
something very important to
tell His helpers. Pat, pat, pat.
Teaching Aid 5
(Pat your knees. Encourage
the children to pat their knees
and repeat the words, “pat, pat, pat.”) He led them to
a place outside the city of Jerusalem that was very
quiet. (Place the figure of Jesus in the slit of Teaching
Aid 5 so He appears to be talking to the disciples.
Show Teaching Aid 5.)
Jesus told His helpers, “I want you to tell the
people in Jerusalem about Me. Then I want you
to go to the places that are farther away. Tell the
people you meet all about Me. Keep going until
you have traveled around the whole world telling
everybody about Me. Tell them I came to show My
love. Tell them I died and came back to life. Tell
them that I love them.”
Then something wonderful happened. Jesus
began to rise up into the sky. Up, up, up. (Move the
figure of Jesus in the slit so He appears to go up into
the clouds.) He didn’t come back down. Instead,
He went higher and higher until He disappeared

into the clouds. His helpers could not
see Him anymore. They kept looking
up into the sky for Jesus. Then Jesus’
helpers saw two angels standing near
them. (Remove the figure of Jesus.
Place the figure of the angels in the slit
between the groups of disciples.)
The angels said, “Why are you
standing here looking up into the
sky? Jesus has gone back to His home
in heaven. But someday He will come
back through the clouds just like He
went up.”
(Remove the angels.) The helpers
were happy. They knew that Jesus
loved them. Pat, pat, pat. (Pat your
knees. Encourage the children to pat
their knees and repeat the words, “pat,
pat, pat.”) The helpers went back to
Jerusalem. They began to tell others
about Jesus and His love. Jesus always
loved His helpers. Jesus always loves
us, too.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What did Jesus tell His helpers to
do? Tell people about Jesus.
NN How did Jesus go back to heaven?
He rose up into the clouds.
NN Why were Jesus’ helpers happy after
the angels talked to them? They knew
that Jesus loved them.
NN What does Jesus always do? Jesus
always loves us.

Preschool – Ascension
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Bible Story Review Activity
This activity reviews the Bible story of Jesus going back to heaven to live. The children should be
seated in a circle. Lay Teaching Aid 5 in the middle of the circle. Have the figures of Jesus and
the angels separate from the poster.
Let’s play a game called “Show Me.” I’ll ask you to show me part
of the story. One of you will put the figure of Jesus or the figure of the
angels in the right place on the poster.
•  Show me Jesus talking to His helpers. He’s telling them to tell others
that He loves them. (Jesus by the disciples.)
•  Show me Jesus going up into the
clouds. (Jesus moving up to the
clouds.)
•  Show me the angels talking to the
helpers and telling them that Jesus
always loves them. (Angels by the
disciples.)
Repeat until all the children
Teaching Aid 5
have had an opportunity to move
the figures.

Bible Memory Verse
Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice
or the rhyme, or both.

Practice

This week have your class sing this song to the familiar tune “This Old Man.” The music helps the
children remember the words. Because Jesus lives forever, He always loves us. First, say our Bible
verse with me. Say the verse with the children. Now let’s sing our Bible verse together.
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

In the book of Hebrews 7:24.
(Hold hands open like a book.)
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse is found in the third line of the rhyme. After reviewing the rhyme, divide the children
into two groups. Have one group say the first line. The other group says the second line. Have the
groups repeat the process as they say the entire rhyme. Jesus told us not to forget that He always
loves us. Let’s say our Bible rhyme to each other.
Group One: Morning sun is shining bright,
(Touch fingertips overhead.)
Group Two: Wear a smile this happy day!
(Point to smile.)
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Group One: We know that Jesus lives
forever,
(Clap hands together.)
Group Two: So let’s all say, “Hooray!”
(Jump on the word “Hooray.”)

Lesson Focus: Jesus always loves us.

3

The Bible and Me
To better understand that Jesus always loves them,
children will explore activity centers.
In today’s Bible story, from Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:7-11; and Matthew 28:20, your class learned that
Jesus went back to live in heaven. To help the children understand that Jesus always loves them,
choose one or more of the following activities. This week the Cloud Activity requires the most
teacher supervision. If you choose not to do that activity, the Hug Game will require the most
supervision.
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When you are ready to move to the last
step in your lesson, have the children clean up
the centers and gather into a big group. You
may want to use this rhyme to help attract their
attention.
Clean up, clean up,
One, two, three.
Can you clean up
Just like me?
Preschool – Ascension
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4

Going Home with the Bible
By choosing a place to put a heart symbolizing that Jesus always loves them, the
children will plan to remember the Bible story.
NN Materials: Paper hearts, Bible

Cut out a paper heart for each child before class.
After cleaning up, have the children sit in a circle
either on chairs or on a rug on the floor. Show the
children once again where Luke 24:50-53 is in the Bible.
If you previously showed the children where Acts 1:711 and Matthew 28:20 are, show them those passages
also. Today our Bible story told us that Jesus went
back to heaven to live. Jesus rose into the sky until
He disappeared in the clouds. Two angels told His
helpers that Jesus loved them. Jesus always loves us.
Hold up one of the paper hearts. This heart is a
symbol of Jesus’ love for us. You can see the heart and
remember that Jesus always loves us. Hide the heart
behind your back. Now you can’t see the heart. Does
Jesus love us? (Yes.) Give children time to answer.
Jesus always loves us even though we can’t see the
heart.
Have the children hide the hearts in the classroom.
Gather the children back together. You all hid hearts
around the room. Find a heart that has been hidden
and come back to the circle. Give the children time to
find the hearts. It is okay if they do not find the heart
they hid. What did you find? (Hearts.) What do these
hearts help us remember? (Jesus always loves us.)
Where could you put the heart to help you
remember that Jesus always loves us? (Children
may talk about putting the heart in their room, in the
kitchen, in a play area, and so forth.) Choose a place
where you will put your heart.

Give each child a turn to hold up his or her heart
and say where it will be put at home. You may want to
go first to show the children what to do. I’m going to
put my heart ______________ to remember that Jesus
always loves us.
Close the lesson with a class prayer. Dear Jesus,
help us remember that You always love us, even
though we can’t see You. In Your name. Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
This activity helps the children further explore the
Lesson Focus, “Jesus always loves us.” Have the
children make a circle. The person who is “it” chooses
and stands before a partner. They shake hands as the
class says:
“Goodbye, my friend,
I’m going away.
I’ll be back another day.”
“It” and the partner skip in opposite directions
around the circle, meeting where they began. The
group says:
“Hello, my friend.
It’s good to see you.
I love you and Jesus
does too.”
The partner becomes the new “it.” Repeat the game
until everyone has had a turn.

Time to Go Home

•  Until parents come to pick up the children, have
the children play the Hug Game from page 27.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or
her of the Lesson Focus: Jesus always loves us.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Ascension
NN Make-It/Take-It for Ascension
NN Projects from centers
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Next week,
April 26, use
lesson 6 found
on page 64.

Lesson 1

God’s Special Son
Scripture: Matthew 14:22-32
Lesson Focus: Jesus is God’s special Son.
Memory Verse: Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24

1

Getting Ready for the Bible

To help the children connect their own experiences with the Bible story
about Jesus as God’s special Son, they will talk about things that are special.
•   Opening Activity: Teaching Aid 2 (from Preschool Creative
Teaching Aids)
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story Time: Matthew 14:22-32

3

The Bible and Me

4

 hildren will learn that Jesus, God’s special Son, walked on water.
C
•   Bible Story: Teaching Aid 6 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids), Bible
•   Bible Story Review: Classroom chairs; optional: towel
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Children will explore activity centers to help them understand that
Jesus is God’s special Son.
•  Bible Story Picture: Page for Lesson 1 (from Preschool Make-It/TakeIt), crayons, tape; optional: blue paper scraps
•   Walking on Water: Dishpan with two inches of water, several towels
•  Storytelling: Teaching Aids 2 and 6 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids)

Going Home with the Bible

Children will make a reminder that Jesus is God’s special Son.
•   Bible, squares of blue construction paper, washable markers, My
Sunday Pictures Lesson 1 and Family Card A
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
Matthew, one of Jesus’ disciples and a former tax
collector, wrote for a Jewish audience. He wanted to
answer their questions concerning Jesus’ identity as the
Son of God.
After the miraculous feeding of the 5,000 (Matt.
14:13-21), Jesus strongly directed His disciples to get
into a boat without Him. Jesus was finally alone to pray
to His Father (Matt. 14:23). He also may have been
trying to avoid the people attempting to forcibly make
Him king (John 6:14-15).
Jesus had directed the disciples to cross to “the
other side” of the lake called the Sea of Galilee (Matt.
14:22). This probably meant the west side of the lake.
Once out into the middle of the lake, the disciples

encountered a strong head wind (Matt. 14:24). Strong
winds from the west are common in the area during
the rainy season. These rains occur in the late winter
and early spring. The grass around the Sea of Galilee
turns green during the rainy season. The Gospel of Mark
refers to the green grass at this time (Mark 6:39).
The Romans divided the night into four “watches”
or time periods. These periods were used by watchmen
to regulate their shifts. The fourth watch was from about
3:00 a.m. until about sunrise. It was during this time that
Jesus came to rescue His disciples from the strong wind
and waves. In doing this, Jesus showed His power as
God’s Son by overcoming the wind, waves, and gravity.
Preschool – Lesson 1
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Teacher

Devotional
The expression, “That’s so
special” is often heard by our
young children— even to the
point of being overused. What
makes something special?
Read Matthew 14:22-32.
The events are remarkable.
Read through the passage a
second time. Look specifically
for signs that Jesus is special.
Keep a running tally in your
mind of those signs. Jesus, as
God’s Son, had power over the
wind and seas. That is special.
Think about how you’ve
seen signs in your own life that
demonstrate that Jesus is God’s
special Son. Share some of
those with your students. Help
your children to be awed by
how special Jesus is.
Here is another example of
why Jesus is special. Later Jesus
triumphed over death for you.
He loved you enough to give
you the gift of eternal life. With
the disciples you can worship
Jesus and proclaim, “Truly you
are the Son of God” (Matt.
14:33).

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Some children may have never been on a boat. To help the children prepare
for the Bible story from Matthew 14:22-32, encourage them to build a boat
using blocks. As a building aid, you may want to make an outline of masking
tape or yarn on the floor. Children can put blocks on the outline.

Table Play

This activity introduces children to today’s Bible story. Set a dishpan filled
with a couple inches of water on a towel. Let children try different items to
see which ones sink or float. Always supervise water play.

Attendance Chart

Write the dates and children’s names on the Spring
Attendance Chart (Teaching Aid 1) found in your
Creative Teaching Aids packet. Put the chart on a wall
at the children’s height. Ask each child to put a sticker
in the appropriate spot before beginning another
activity.

Teacher Tip

Your preschoolers’ language skills are growing quickly
through what they hear and say. Take time to talk with the children, not just
at them. Time listening is well spent. Read Bible storybooks and take time
to show and ask questions about the illustrations.

Worship Time
Before you begin today’s lesson, you may wish
to have a short worship time.
•  Have the children sit down in a circle, either on
a rug or in chairs. Worship time is a time when
we tell God how much we love Him.
•  Choose a child to collect offerings. Dear God,
You give us many things. These offerings are
one way we say thank You. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.
•  Sing the following words to the tune “Mary
Had a Little Lamb.”
Jesus is God’s special Son.
Special Son, special Son.
Jesus is God’s special Son.
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I know that He loves
me.
Sing this song several
times substituting each
child’s name in place of
“me.” For example, “I know
that He loves John.”
•  Close with a short
prayer. Remind children to bow their heads and
close their eyes. Dear God, we’re so happy that
You sent Your special Son, Jesus. Help us learn
more about Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Lesson 1 Focus: Jesus is God’s special Son.

1

Getting Ready for the Bible
To help the children connect their own experiences with the Bible story about
Jesus as God’s special Son, they will talk about things that are special.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 2

Attention
Grabber
If the children need to be gathered
together into a group or you need
to focus their attention back to you,
ask them to “mirror” your actions in
a game of “Copy Me.” Be sure to do
the actions without talking. Pause
after each action to give the children
time to do each action. Do what I
do as you copy me.
Clap hands three times.
Turn around.
Sit down.
Clap hands three times.
Fold your hands and
set them in your lap.

Opening Activity
Before beginning the lesson, assemble
the Shaggy Donkey puppet, Teaching Aid 2,
from your Creative Teaching Aids packet.
Once the children are seated in a circle
and ready to listen, use the Shaggy Donkey
puppet to begin talking about special
things. Discussing what is special will help
the children understand the Bible story
where Jesus walks on water.
Teaching Aid 2
(Put the puppet, Teaching Aid 2, on your
arm.) Good morning, Shaggy. We’re glad you came to visit us in
Sunday school today! Let’s all wave hello to Shaggy Donkey. Give
the children time to greet Shaggy. Hee Haw. That’s Shaggy’s way to
say hello.
(Have Shaggy whisper in your ear.) Shaggy told me that he is
learning how to jump. Last month he learned how to jump over a
puddle. He can jump from one side to another without his hooves
touching the water. That’s very special, Shaggy.
(Let Shaggy whisper another time.) Shaggy said that last week
he learned to jump over a pile of sticks. He can leap over the pile
without touching one stick. That’s very special, Shaggy!
(Have Shaggy whisper again.) Shaggy said he would like to
know things you can do that are special.

Sharing Time
As your class talks, allow time for each child to say
something. This allows them to connect to the Bible
story through personal experience.

NNWhat can you do that is special? Children will

probably answer things they have been told like write
a name, or tie a shoe. Other children may mention
things such as make people laugh or love someone.
Affirm each child’s special ability.
What is something special someone else can
do, but you can’t? Because preschoolers are so
dependent on others, they might say the ability to
read, ride a bike, drive a car, etc., are special.

NN

NNWhat are things no one can do? This question

will help children start realizing there are things
people can’t do. Because preschoolers have a hard
time distinguishing between real and imaginary, this
may be difficult for them. One example is making the
rain stop.
(Let Shaggy whisper in your ear one last time.)
Shaggy said he learned we can do many special
things, but there are special things no one can do.
Today we’re going to learn Jesus is God’s special
Son. Our Bible story will tell us something special
that only God’s power could do. As you hear the
story, listen for what Jesus did that was special.
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Lesson 1 Focus: Jesus is God’s special Son.

Bible Story Time
Matthew 14:22-32
Children will learn that Jesus, God’s special Son, walked on water.
Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 6, Bible, classroom chairs;
NN 
optional: towel

Bible Story
Before telling the story, assemble Teaching Aid
6 by following the directions on the back of the
teaching aid.
The children should be gathered in a group
ready for the story. Have your Bible open to
Matthew 14:22-32. Today’s story comes from the
Bible. It is found in the book of the Bible called
Matthew. (Show the children where Matthew 14 is
in the Bible. Keep your Bible open to Matthew 14 as
you tell the story.)
One evening, Jesus told His helpers to get into
a boat and go to
the other side of
the Sea of Galilee.
The Sea of Galilee
is a very big lake.
While Jesus went
up on a mountain
to pray by Himself,
the helpers sailed
Teaching Aid 6
out onto the Sea of
Galilee. Splish, splash. (Have the children repeat
“Splish, splash.” Show Teaching Aid 6.)
When the boat was a long way from land, a
strong wind began to blow. (Rock Teaching Aid
6 side to side. Have children rock side to side.)
Whoosh-sh, whoosh-sh. The wind was blowing
hard and the waves were splashing against the
boat. The helpers had to work hard to move the
boat.
Early in the morning, Jesus went out to the
boat where His helpers were. He didn’t use
another boat. Instead, He walked on the water!
(“Walk” the Jesus figure in the slit toward the boat.)
When His helpers saw someone walking on
the water toward them, they were afraid. “It’s a
ghost!” they said.
Right away Jesus called to them, “You don’t
need to be afraid. It’s Me.”
Peter, one of Jesus’ helpers, said, “Jesus, if it is
You, tell me to walk to You on the water.”
“Come,” Jesus said.
So Peter got out of the boat and walked on
the water toward Jesus. (Place the Peter figure in
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the slit and “walk” it toward Jesus.)
Peter was really walking on the water!
But when Peter saw the waves, he was
afraid. He started to sink! (Move the
Peter figure down a little.) “Jesus, help
me!”
Jesus reached out His hand and
caught Peter. (Have Jesus’ hand touch
Peter and stand Peter back up.)
Jesus said, “Why didn’t you believe
that I would take care of you? Then
you wouldn’t have started to sink!”
Jesus and Peter climbed into the
boat. (Place the Jesus and Peter figures
in the boat.) Whoosh-sh-sh-sh. (Have
the children place a finger over their
mouths and say sh-sh-sh.) The wind
was quiet now. That was another
special thing that Jesus did.
The helpers worshiped Jesus.
They said, “You really are God’s Son!”
The Bible tells us that Jesus
walked on water. He helped Peter
to walk on water and kept him from
sinking. Jesus also stopped the strong
wind that was blowing. Only God’s
special Son could do those things.
Jesus is God’s special Son.

Bible Story
Questions
NN Where were Jesus’ helpers? They
were in a boat.
NN Who walked to them on the water?
Jesus
NN Why did Jesus walk on the water?
Children may answer that He wanted
to get to the boat. Guide them to see
that Jesus was showing His helpers that
He was God’s Son.
NN Who is God’s special Son? Jesus is
God’s special Son.

Lesson 1 Focus: Jesus is God’s special Son.

Bible Story Review Activity
Use the following activity to further review today’s Bible story from Matthew 14:22-32.
Place some classroom chairs together in a boat shape. Choose a child to be Peter and
another one to be Jesus. The rest of the children can sit in the boat as Jesus’ helpers. You
may want to have two children create waves by shaking or waving a towel
between them.
Ask the children to act out the Bible story. Encourage the waves to shake,
the helpers to rock in the boat, Jesus and Peter to walk on the water, and the
helpers to worship Jesus at the end.
Repeat until all the children have had an opportunity to play a part.

Bible Memory Verse
Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to understand and remember it.
Have the children do either the practice or the rhyme, or both.

Practice

Introduce this unit’s Bible verse to the children. Say the Bible memory verse to the children and have
them repeat it back to you.
Setting words to music helps preschoolers remember them longer. Sing the words with the
children to the tune of “This Old Man.” Teaching the actions with the words will help the children
learn the verse. Jesus is God’s special Son. Our Bible verse tells us something else about God’s
special Son.
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

In the Book of Hebrews 7:24.
(Hold hands open like a book.)
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse is in the third line of the rhyme. Teach the words and actions one line at a time.
Have the children repeat each line back to you. Our new Bible Memory Verse Rhyme helps us
remember that Jesus, God’s special Son, lives forever.
Morning sun is shining bright.
(Touch fingertips over head.)
Wear a smile this happy day.
(Point to smile.)

We know that Jesus lives forever.
(Clap hands together.)
Let’s all shout “Hooray!”
(Jump on the word “Hooray.”)
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The Bible and Me
Children will explore activity centers to help them understand that Jesus is God’s
special Son.
In today’s Bible story from Matthew 14:22-32, your class learned that Jesus walked on the water.
To help the children understand that Jesus is God’s special Son, choose one or more of the
following activities. Before you let the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you
have chosen. This week the Walking on Water Center needs the most teacher supervision.
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When you are ready to move to the last
step in your lesson, have the children clean up
the centers and gather into a big group. Here’s
a rhyme you can use to attract their attention.
Picking up is fun to do,
I can do it—Mary can too!
Repeat this rhyme using each child’s name
as you and the children continue to clean up.

Lesson 1 Focus: Jesus is God’s special Son.
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Going Home with the Bible
Children will make a reminder that Jesus is God’s special Son.
NN Materials: Bible, squares of blue construction paper, washable markers

Have one square of blue construction paper cut for
each child in your class.
After cleaning up, have the children sit on chairs
around a table. Use this time to help the children plan
to remember that Jesus is God’s special Son. Show the
children once again where Matthew 14:22-32 is in the
Bible. In today’s Bible story, Jesus walked on the water
to the boat where His helpers were. He had Peter
walk on water and kept him from sinking. Jesus also
stopped the strong wind that was blowing. Only God’s
special Son could do those things. Jesus is God’s
special Son.
Show the children one of the blue squares. Blue
can remind us of water. Jesus walked on water.
Today we’re going to decorate our squares. When
you look at your square during the week, it can help
you remember that Jesus walked on water and that
Jesus is God’s special Son. Where could you put your
square to help you remember that Jesus is God’s
special Son? (Children can mention various places at
home. They might choose a bedroom, play area, the
refrigerator door, the bathroom mirror, or in the car.)
Give each child a blue paper square. Decorate
your square to help you remember that Jesus is God’s
special Son. While you are working, choose a place to
put your square. Let the children decorate the squares.
For older children, you may want to show them how to
write the letter “J” on their cards.
Have the children sit in a circle on the floor. Let’s

tell each other where we’re going to put the square.
Give each child an opportunity to tell where he or she
will put the square as a reminder that Jesus is God’s
special Son. You may want to go first to model for the
children. I’m going to put my square ___________ to
remember that Jesus is God’s special Son.
Close with a prayer. Dear God, thank You for
sending Jesus, Your special Son. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
Birthdays are very important to preschoolers. Ask
parents for birth dates if you need a list.
You may choose to celebrate birthdays once a
month or once each quarter. If you only celebrate
birthdays once a quarter, include children born in April
and May. Be sure to name the month the child was
born.
Jesus is God’s special Son. Each one of you
is important to God, too. Several of you were
born in March. Have each child stand next to you.
____________ has a birthday this month. He/she will
be ____ years old! If you are including other months,
use the following: _________ has a birthday in (the
name of the month). As a class, sing “Happy Birthday”
to each child. Finish with a prayer. Dear God, thank
You for (children’s names). We’re glad they are in our
Sunday school class. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Time to Go Home

•  Until parents come to pick up their children, have the children play in the block
boat or chair boat from the Welcome Activities.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of the Lesson Focus: Jesus
is God’s special Son.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 1
NN Family Card A from My Sunday Pictures
NN Blue paper squares
NN Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 1

Preschool – Lesson 1
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Lesson 2

Jesus Prays for Me
Scripture: John 17:6-25; Hebrews 7:24-25
Lesson Focus: Jesus prays for us.
Memory Verse: Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24

1
2
3
4

Getting Ready for the Bible

To help connect children’s experiences with the story of Jesus praying for
us, children will talk about praying.
•  Opening Activity: Teaching Aid 2 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story Time: John 17:6-25; Hebrews 7:24-25

Children will discover that Jesus prayed for His disciples and all believers.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 7 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible,
two paper clips
•  Bible Story Review: No materials needed
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

The Bible and Me

The children will explore activity centers that help them understand that
Jesus prays for us.
•   Prayer Card: Page for Lesson 2 (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It),
crayons; optional: foil squares, glue sticks
•  Name Tag: No materials needed
•   Pretzel Necklace: Miniature knot pretzels, yarn, masking tape

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Going Home with the Bible

Children will make a mobile to remember that Jesus prays for them.
•   Teaching Aid 7 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible, yarn,
three-inch squares of construction paper, crayons, tape, hole punch, My
Sunday Pictures Lesson 2
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
After celebrating the Passover with His disciples for the
last time and heading toward the Mount of Olives, Jesus
prayed for His disciples and all believers (John 17:1-26).
The Mount of Olives is a ridge of hills, about two
miles long, east of Jerusalem. The terrain contained
both olive and pine trees.
Jesus’ destination after praying was a grove of
olive trees (John 18:1). This grove was Gethsemane
[geth-SEM-uh-nee], on the Mount of Olives. This was a
popular place for Jesus to go (Luke 22:39).
John 17 is Jesus’ longest recorded prayer. It can be
divided into three sections. In John 17:1-5, Jesus prayed
for God’s glory. It was time for the Father to glorify His
Son as Jesus glorified Him on the cross. In the second
section, Jesus prayed for His disciples (vs. 6-19). Jesus
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asked His Father to protect them by God’s name. Jesus
expressed His confidence in the disciples. Because
they no longer belonged to the world (John 17:14),
Jesus wanted them protected from Satan. In the final
section of the prayer, Jesus prayed for all who put their
faith in Him, including those who follow Christ today
(John 17:20-26). Jesus’ prayer for believers is that we be
unified in faith. This unity is one that binds believers
together in mutual love of God while preserving our
distinctiveness.
Hebrews 7:24-25 deals with Jesus’ role in believers’
prayers today. Christ intercedes for all those who come
to Him (Rom. 8:34). This intercession is through Christ’s
presence in heaven, seated at God’s right hand.

Lesson 2 Focus: Jesus prays for us.

Teacher

Devotional
Jesus’ prayer recorded for us in
John 17 is rooted in His love for
us, the world, and His care for
our relationship with the Father.
Consider your prayer life and
how much it reflects your love
for God and desire to have a
relationship with Him.
Read John 17:6-25, Hebrews
7:24-25, and Romans 8:34.
Even though Jesus was facing a
crisis of life and death, He cared
enough to lift His disciples
and future believers before His
Father in prayer.
Look carefully at the verses
listed below. Jesus showed His
love for us in His prayer.
John 17:21-22
John 17:24
John 17:25
Jesus wants believers today to
be unified in God’s love, to see
God’s glory, and to know God’s
love. That prayer is for you. It is
Jesus showing His love for you
through prayer.
Ask the Lord to remind you
that He prays for you, and to
seek to “pray continually” to
Him (1 Thess. 5:17).

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Set out two chairs as a gate, a length of yarn as a road, and a block as a rock.
To help the children begin thinking about today’s Bible story, have them
take a trip. They can walk through the “gate,” along the “road,” and hop over
the “rock.”

Projects

To help children relate to the Lesson Focus, Jesus prays for us, let the
children talk to each other on play telephones. It’s fun to talk to friends on
the phone. We talk to God when we pray.

Table Play

In today’s Bible story, Jesus may have prayed on the side of the Mount of
Olives. Set out play dough for the children. Jesus often went to the side of
a hill to pray. Can you make hills with the play dough? This activity helps
them picture where Jesus prayed.

Teacher Tip

Your class time is a great opportunity to show children how to pray.
Encourage children to think of things they can talk to God about and pray
spontaneously. Keep a prayer list in the room. Add items as the children
suggest them. Remind children God hears our prayers.

Worship Time
You may wish to have a short worship time
before you begin today’s lesson.
•  Have the children sit down in a circle.
•  Pass the offering container around the circle
to collect the children’s offerings. Dear God, You
give us many things. These offerings are one
way we say thank You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Let the children create actions for the song
“God Gives Us His Special Son” on the PraisePac
CD. God gives us many things. He cares for
us. What are some actions we can do while we
listen to a song about God giving us His special
Son? You may want to choose three words to put
actions to. When you hear these words in the

song, do the actions.
Play the song. Be sure you
do the actions as you and the
children listen to the song.
The children will follow your
example. Encourage children
to sing along as they learn
the song.
•  Close with a short prayer. Pause after every
three or four words for the children to repeat
them. Dear God, thank You for giving us so
many things. But most of all, thank You for
giving us Your Son, Jesus. (Add prayer requests
here.) In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Preschool – Lesson 2
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Getting Ready for the Bible
To help connect children’s experiences with the story of Jesus praying for us,
children will talk about praying.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 2

Attention
Grabber
If the children need to be gathered
together into a group or you need
to focus their attention back to you,
ask them to “mirror” your actions in
a game of “Copy Me.” Be sure to do
the actions without talking. Pause
after each action to give the children
time to do each action. Do what I
do as you copy me.
Clap hands three times.
Turn around.
Sit down.
Clap hands three times.
Fold your hands and
set them in your lap.

Opening Activity
When the children are seated in a circle
and ready to listen, introduce the Shaggy
Donkey puppet, Teaching Aid 2. Use the
puppet to begin a discussion about prayer.
Talking about prayer helps the children to
connect to the Bible story from John 17:6-25
and Hebrews 7:24-25 when Jesus prayed for
the disciples and believers.
(Put Shaggy Donkey, Teaching Aid 2, on
Teaching Aid 2
your arm.) Good morning, Shaggy! Have the
children greet Shaggy. How are you? (Have
the puppet whisper in your ear.) Shaggy says that he is doing fine,
but he knows that this week he will have to learn how to pull the
farmer’s wagon. He is scared that he won’t know what to do. (Have
Shaggy whisper again.) Shaggy wants to know if we can help him.
Do any of you know how to pull a wagon? Give the children
time to answer. You may need to define a wagon as a big cart that an
animal pulls rather than a toy. I know I don’t. (Have Shaggy whisper
one more time.) Shaggy wants to know if we can pray for the farmer
to be a good teacher.
What do you think Shaggy means by praying for the farmer?
(Encourage the children to talk about prayer. They may mention
talking to God and Jesus, having their heads bowed and hands
folded, saying something before they can eat, and so forth. Accept all
their answers.)
When we pray, we talk to God. We tell Him things, and we ask
Him for His help. (Put Shaggy to one side.) Let’s talk more about
prayer.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, allow time for each child
to say something. This gives them an opportunity to
connect to the Bible story and Lesson Focus, Jesus
prays for us, through personal experience.

NNWhen have you prayed? Encourage the

children to give answers unique to their own
situations. They may pray at mealtimes, bedtime, at
church, and at Sunday school.
Who do you pray for? Children may talk about
their family, friends, or themselves. Some children
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may have never prayed for someone.
Who prays for you? Depending on the home
situation, some children will readily answer their
parents and siblings. Encourage children to think
about grandparents and family members who live
far away. Some children may be in a home that
doesn’t practice prayer. Assure those children that
you are praying for them.

NN

When we pray, we talk to God. People pray
for us. Today we’re going to learn that Jesus
prays for us. Our Bible story tells us about Jesus
praying. As you hear the story, listen to find out
who Jesus prays for.

Lesson 2 Focus: Jesus prays for us.
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Bible Story Time
John 17:6-25; Hebrews 7:24-25
Children will discover that Jesus prayed for His disciples and all believers.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 7, Bible, two paper clips

Bible Story
Before telling the story, assemble Teaching Aid
7 according to the directions on the back of the
teaching aid.
The children should still be gathered in a group
ready for the story. Have your Bible open to John
17. Place a bookmark in Hebrews 7. Today’s story
comes from the Bible. It comes from the book of
the Bible called John. (Show the children where
John 17 is in your Bible.) Our Bible story also comes
from the book of the Bible called Hebrews. (Keep
your Bible open to John 17 as you tell the story. Show
the children where you have placed a bookmark in
Hebrews 7.)
One night, Jesus ate supper with His helpers.
Later He went to a quiet spot to pray. (Show Picture
1 from Teaching Aid 7, Jesus praying.)
Jesus prayed a special prayer to God, His Father
in heaven. (Have children fold their hands as if
praying.) He knew God heard His prayers and would
answer them. (Cup
your hands around
your ears.)
Jesus prayed
for His helpers, the
disciples. (Have
the children fold
their hands as if
praying.) Jesus
thanked God for
Teaching Aid 7
His helpers. He
was glad they believed in Him and helped Him
wherever they went. But Jesus also knew that He
would soon be leaving to go back to His Father in
heaven. His helpers would need to be safe when
Jesus wasn’t with them anymore. So He asked God
to keep His helpers safe as they told people about
Jesus. Jesus also wanted His helpers to be happy.
He knew that there would be times when they
would worry or be sad. He asked God to give them
joy. Jesus showed He loved His helpers by praying
for them.
Next, Jesus prayed for all the people in Bible
times who loved Him and believed in Him. (Show
Picture 2, the Bible-time family. Have the children

fold their hands as if praying.) Jesus
wanted all the believers to love each
other. He didn’t want them to fight.
Then others would see how they acted
and would learn about God’s love.
Jesus showed He loved the Bible-time
people who loved Him, by praying for
them.
Jesus also prayed for the people
who love Him and believe in Him
today! (Show Picture 3, the modernday family. Have the children fold their
hands as if praying.) That means you
and me. (Point to children, then to self.)
Jesus prayed that all people who love
Him would be safe, have joy, and get
along with each other.
Jesus lives in heaven now. The
Bible tells us that Jesus still shows He
loves us by praying for us. (Have the
children fold their hands as if praying.)
Jesus prays that we will get along with
each other. Jesus prays for us because
He loves us. Jesus prays for us.

Bible Story
Questions
NN Who did Jesus pray to? God, His
Father.
NN Who did Jesus pray for? His helpers,
people in Bible times who believed in
Him, and people who believe in Him
today—us.
NN Why did Jesus pray for us? This
question may be difficult to answer.
Encourage them to answer with ideas
from the story such as He loves us, He
wants us to get along, He wants us to
be safe.
NN What does Jesus do for us? Jesus
prays for us.
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39

Lesson 2 Focus: Jesus prays for us.

Bible Story Review Activity
Use the following activity to further review today’s Bible story from John 17:6-25 and Hebrews
7:24-25.
Gather the children in a circle and have them hold hands. Have the children walk in a circle
as they sing the following words to the tune “Mulberry Bush.” On the last line, have them stop
and fold their hands. If you have younger children, they may have difficulty holding hands and
walking in a circle. Don’t expect them to hold hands for this activity.
Tell me someone that Jesus prayed for,
Jesus prayed for,
Jesus prayed for,
Tell me someone that Jesus prayed for,
He prayed for His helpers.
Repeat the song two more times. The first time you repeat
the song, use the following words for the last line: “He prayed
for people who love Him.” Instead of folding their hands, have
the children give themselves a hug.
The last time the song is sung helps the children review the
concept of Jesus praying for them. Use these words for the last
line: “He prays for you and me.” The action for this line is to
point to someone else, and then point to oneself.

Bible Memory Verse
Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
remember it. Have the children do either the practice or the rhyme, or both.

Practice

This week’s practice uses a whispering activity to reinforce the Bible verse.
Sit in a circle with the children. I am going to whisper a secret in the ear
of (the child’s name sitting next to you). Then (child’s name mentioned before) will whisper the
same secret to his/her neighbor. We will keep whispering the secret to each other. The last one
whispers the secret to me.
Whisper the memory verse into your neighbor’s ear, making sure you say it slowly and clearly.
Encourage the children to pass the secret around the circle, saying the verse slowly and clearly. The
last child will whisper the memory verse to you.
Let’s say our secret aloud together. “Jesus lives forever” Hebrews 7:24.
If you have time, repeat the activity starting with a different child. Repeating the Bible verse over
and over helps the children remember it.

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse, Hebrews 7:24, is in the third line of the Bible rhyme. Teach the words and actions a
line at a time. Have the children repeat each line back to you. Our memory verse rhyme helps us
learn our memory verse from Hebrews 7:24.
Morning sun is shining bright,
(Touch fingertips overhead.)
Wear a smile this happy day!
(Point to smile.)
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We know that Jesus lives forever,
(Clap hands together.)
So let’s all say, “Hooray!”
(Jump on the word “Hooray.”)
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The Bible and Me
The children will explore activity centers that help them understand
that Jesus prays for us.
In today’s Bible story, from John 17:6-25 and Hebrew 7:24-25, your class learned that Jesus
prayed for His disciples and us. To understand that Jesus prays for us, choose one or more of the
following activities. Before you let the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you
have chosen. This week the Pretzel Necklace needs the most teacher supervision.
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When you are ready to move to the last
step in your lesson, have the children clean up
the centers and gather into a big group. Here’s
a rhyme you can use to attract their attention.
Picking up is fun to do,
I can do it—Mary can too!
Repeat this rhyme using each child’s name
as you and the children continue to clean up.
Preschool – Lesson 2
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4

Going Home with the Bible
Children will make a mobile to remember that Jesus prays for them.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 7, Bible, yarn, three-inch squares
of construction paper, crayons, tape, hole punch

Before class, cut a three-inch construction paper
square and an eight-inch piece of yarn for each child.
You will also need to cut three pieces of yarn 18 inches
long and punch the holes marked on Teaching Aid 7.
After cleaning up, have the children sit on chairs
around the table. Use this time to make a class mobile
as a reminder that Jesus prays for us. Show the children
once again where John is in the Bible. You may also
want to review the location of the Book of Hebrews.
(Show each picture on Teaching Aid 7 as you talk
about it.) In today’s
Bible story, Jesus
prayed that His helpers
would be safe and full of
joy. Then He prayed for
the Bible-time people
who loved Him. Jesus
also prayed for people
Teaching Aid 7
today who love Him. He
prayed that all people
who love Him would be safe, have joy, and get along
with each other.
Today we’re going to make a mobile for our room
to help us remember that Jesus prays for us. Show
a paper square to the children. Each of you will get a
square. Draw your face on your square. While children
are drawing, have a leader put their names on their
papers while you assemble the mobile following the
picture and the directions on the back of Teaching Aid 7.
Tie an end of a long piece of yarn to each hole at

the top of the teaching aid. I need you to help me put
your pictures on the mobile. Tie each child’s drawing
onto the mobil.
After the mobile is put together, gather the children
into a circle. Read each section of the mobile to the
children. We will hang the mobile in our room to help
us remember that Jesus prays for us. Have the children
help you choose a place to hang the mobile in your
class. Hang it in a visible place.
Close with a prayer. Dear Jesus, You love us very
much. Thank You for praying for us. In Your name.
Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
Preschoolers are at a good age for learning to pray. Use
this time to pray for the needs of the children in your
classroom.
Our Bible story tells us that Jesus prays for us.
Let’s have a special prayer today. What are some
things you would like us to pray about? Encourage
children to share any prayer requests. You may want to
share a prayer request you have.
Let’s fold our hands, close our eyes, and bow our
heads in prayer. Then pray: Dear God, thank You for
loving all of us. (Include prayer requests here.) Please
hear our prayers just as You hear Jesus when He prays
for us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Time to Go Home

•  Until parents come to pick up their children, have the children play “Prayer
Tag.”
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of the Lesson Focus: Jesus
prays for us.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 2
NN Make-It/Take-It card for Lesson 2
NN Projects made at centers

42

Lesson 2 – Preschool

Lesson 3

God Made Plants
Scripture: Genesis 1:11-12; 2:9; Deuteronomy 8:7-8; Ecclesiastes 3:11
Lesson Focus: God made plants.
Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4

1
2
3
4

Getting Ready for the Bible

To help the children relate their own experiences to the Bible story of when
God made plants, they will play a game of “I Spy.”
•  
Opening Activity: Teaching Aid 8 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story Time: Genesis 1:11-12; 2:9;
Deuteronomy 8:7-8; Ecclesiastes 3:11
The children will hear about the different plants God made.
•  
Bible Story: Teaching Aid 9 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids),
Bible, craft sticks, tape
•  Bible Story Review: No materials needed
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

The Bible and Me

The children will explore activity centers that will help them understand that
God made plants.
•  
Painting: Page for Lesson 3 (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It), crayons;
optional: watercolors, small containers of water, cotton swabs, paint shirts
•  Hide and Seek: Teaching Aid 9 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•  
Planting Seeds: Resealable plastic bags, paper towels, masking tape,
bean seeds, water

Going Home with the Bible

The children will make a reminder that God made plants.
•  Lesson 3 pattern (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It), Bible, crayons, My
Sunday Pictures Lesson 3 and Family Card B
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
The Garden of Eden may have been located in
Mesopotamia (Gen. 2:8). The name Eden could
either be a Hebrew word meaning “delight” or a
Mesopotamian word meaning “a plain.”
The author of Genesis meant for his readers to
understand that Eden was a real place. He provided
many geographic details. He named the rivers that
flowed from Eden’s river, along with lands watered by
those rivers. Two of the rivers, the Tigris and Euphrates,
meet in modern southern Iraq. However, since “Cush”
(in Africa; Gen. 2:13) is mentioned, the garden might
refer to the entire Middle East.
The actual Garden of Eden has never been found.
Some people believe that it withered and died when

Adam and Eve disobeyed God and were sent out of the
garden. Other people believe that the remnants of that
garden may have been destroyed by the great Flood.
In this place of glorious beauty, God planted a
bountiful garden filled with magnificent trees and
plants. A variety of plants was probably typical of that
area. Scientists believe that there are now more than
400,000 species of plants. A large number of these are
mentioned in the Bible, including numerous types of
cereal plants, fruit trees, and vegetables. Whatever grew
in the garden was beautiful and provided delicious food
for Adam and Eve. Genesis 2:9 states: “And the Lord
God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—
trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food.”
Preschool – Lesson 3
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Teacher

Devotional
In the fast-paced world we live
in, it’s easy to allow ourselves
to take nature’s beauty for
granted.
Children, however, have
a way of making you notice
everything in nature. They can
help you appreciate the blue
sky and beautiful flowers.
Take a walk with a child and
watch how the appreciation
of nature comes so naturally.
Everything captivates a child,
including the puddles they
jump in and the rocks they pick
up and place in their pockets.
As you look for signs of
spring and the many beautiful
plants God has given us to
enjoy. Echo the writer of the
Song of Songs:
See! The winter is past;
the rains are over
and gone.
Flowers appear on
the earth;
the season of
singing has come.
Song of Songs 2:11-12

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

To help children begin thinking about dirt and plants, set out a dishpan of
dirt or planting soil with spoons, cups, or toy cars. Invite them to measure
and drive in the dirt. This play provides background for today’s Bible story
about God making plants.

Projects

Encourage children to tear or cut pictures of flowers and trees from
magazines and glue them on a piece of paper. This activity helps the
children identify plants that will be talked about in today’s Bible story.

Table Play

Ask children to create flowers, fruits, or vegetables using play dough. Using
their experience of plants to create play dough sculptures will help the
children to relate to today’s Lesson Focus, God made plants.

Teacher Tip

Encourage children to tell what they know about plants and bring God
into the discussion. For example: “I love the pink flowers on the trees too.
I’m glad God made pink flowers.” Let children explore dirt, leaves, flowers,
tree bark, etc. with their senses. Realize that some of your preschoolers will
want to explore by tasting these things
as well.

Worship Time
Before you begin today’s lesson, you may want
to have a short worship time.
•  Have the children sit in a circle. Worship time
is a time to tell God how much we love Him
by giving any offerings we brought, singing a
song, and talking to God through prayer.
•  Choose a child to collect offerings. Dear God,
You give us all that we need. We give You our
offering money to show You that we are glad
for the things You give us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Sing the following words to the tune “Row,
Row, Row Your Boat.” Teach the motions at the
same time as you teach the words.
I’m glad God made plants,
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Pretty, pretty plants.
(Pretend to pick a flower.)
I’m glad God made
the tall oak tree, (Stand
up tall with arms above
head.)
And that God made me.
(Point to self.)
Repeat this song using the word “flowers” in
place of plants.
•  Close with a short prayer. Dear God, You
made all the plants in our world. Thank You
for all the things we get from plants. In Jesus’
name. Amen.

Lesson 3 Focus: God made plants.

1

Getting Ready for the Bible
To help the children relate their own experiences to the Bible story
of when God made plants, they will play a game of “I Spy.”
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 8

Attention
Grabber
If you have not already gathered the
children into a group or you need to
focus their attention back to you, ask
them to copy your actions and words
as you sing this rhyme to the tune
“Mulberry Bush.” Do the actions as
you say them aloud.
This is the way I
stand up tall,
shrink down low,
turn around.
This is the way I
fold my hands,
and listen at
Sunday school.

Opening Activity
Once the children are seated in a circle and ready to listen, play a
game to begin talking about plants. Identifying what is a plant helps
the children understand today’s Bible story about when God made
plants.
Set the poster, Teaching Aid
8, in front of you so that all the
children can see it. Today we are
going to play a game called “I
Spy.” I will give you a clue about
something on the poster. Raise
your hand if you know what I spy.
When I call on you, you can point
Teaching Aid 8
to what it is.
I spy something that is white or
purple and can be picked. (Flowers) Let the children take turns
guessing or pointing to what you spy. If children point to the object,
say its name: “Karen pointed to the white and purple flowers.” Other
clues you could give are:
I spy something tall with green leaves. (Tree)
I spy something green to walk on. (Grass)
I spy something with dirt and plants. (Cornfield)
I spy something orange that horses like to eat. (Carrot)
(Point to each plant on the poster as you name it.) Flowers, trees,
grass, and carrots are all plants. You did a wonderful job finding
different plants in the poster. Let’s talk more about plants. (Set the
poster, Teaching Aid 8, to the side.)

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, allow time for each
child to say something. This gives every child an
opportunity to connect to the Bible story through
his or her own experience. Sharing what you know
may help the children begin the discussion.

NNWhat do you know about plants? This

open-ended question allows for a wide variety of
responses like: “They grow,” or naming parts of a
plant such as a stem or leaves.
What kinds of plants do you have at your

NN

house? Children will have a wide variety of answers.
Some answers may include trees, flowers, cacti, silk
plants, or even just plants.
Fruits and vegetables come from plants. What
are your favorite fruits and vegetables? Children
will name types of fruits or vegetables. Encourage
children who don’t care for fruits and vegetables to
simply name one.

NN

There are many types of plants. Today we are
going to learn that God made plants. The Bible
talks about many different plants that God made.
As you hear the Bible story, listen for the names
of different plants.
Preschool – Lesson 3
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Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:11-12; 2:9; Deuteronomy 8:7-8; Ecclesiastes 3:11
The children will hear about the different plants God made.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 9, Bible, craft sticks,
tape

Bible Story
Before telling the
story, punch out
the pencil puppets
from Teaching Aid
9. Tape a craft stick
or unsharpened
pencil to the back of
each figure.
The children
Teaching Aid 9
should still be
gathered in a group ready for the story. Have your
Bible open to Genesis 1 to begin. Today’s story
comes from the Bible. It comes from three books
of the Bible called Genesis, Deuteronomy, and
Ecclesiastes. (Show the children where Genesis 1 is in
your Bible. You may want to show the children where
Deuteronomy 8 and Ecclesiastes 3 are also. Keep your
Bible open to Genesis 1 as you tell the story. If you
showed the children Deuteronomy and Ecclesiastes,
put bookmarks in those books.)
(Hold up the Bible.) In the Bible, God tells us
about everything He made. The Bible says in the
Book of Genesis, “And the Lord God made all
kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that
were pleasing to the eye and good for food”
(Gen. 2:9).
Trees are one type of plant God made. He made
all kinds of trees. (Hold up the evergreen tree, Puppet
5.) This type of tree is called an evergreen. (Have
the children repeat the plant name.) The evergreen
tree is always green. Its leaves, called needles,
don’t change color. This tree has pinecones on
it. Who can find the pinecones? (Ask a child to
point to the pinecones on Puppet 5.) The pinecones
have seeds in them. When the seeds are put in the
ground, they grow into more trees. The seeds also
help feed birds, squirrels, and other animals.
All the plants God made are nice to look at,
especially colorful flowers. (Set down Puppet 5.
Hold up the tulip and lilac puppets, Puppets 1 and
2.) These plants, tulips and lilacs, bloom in spring.
What color are the tulips? (Red and yellow) What
color are the lilacs? (Purple) Many flowers also
have a wonderful smell!
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God made some plants that are
good to eat. Some of those plants
grow fruit. (Set down Puppets 1 and 2.
Hold up the strawberry puppet, Puppet
4.) God made this plant to grow white
flowers. When the flowers are done
blooming, sweet, red strawberries
grow on the plant. (Ask the children
to point to the blossoms and the
strawberries.)
Some of the plants God made for
us to eat grow in a garden. (Set down
Puppet 4. Hold up the seedlings, Puppet
3A.) Here someone planted seeds in
a garden. As the garden was watered,
the seeds grew into little plants. Over
time with sunlight and water, the
plants grew up to make vegetables to
eat. (Hold up the corn plants, Puppet
3B.) What is this vegetable that grew
on a plant? (Corn)
God made trees, plants like
flowers that are nice to look at, and
plants that are good to eat such as
fruits and vegetables. God made
plants.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What did God make? Trees, plants
that are nice to look at, and plants that
are good to eat.
NN What were the names of some of the
plants in the story? Evergreen trees,
tulips, lilacs, strawberries, corn.
NN Why do plants need seeds? Some
possible answers the children may give
are: to make more plants or to feed
birds and other animals.
NN Who made plants? God made
plants.

Lesson 3 Focus: God made plants.

Bible Story Review Activity
This activity uses dramatic and creative actions to review today’s Bible story about when God
made plants.
Our Bible story taught us that God made plants. We’re going to play a game about plants.
Let’s pretend to be apple trees. Act out what I say to do. Give children time to act out each line.
Encourage them to use their own actions.
•  Show me an apple seed that God made.
•  God sent rain and sunshine to help plants grow. Show me a plant
growing.
•  Stand like a tree that God made.
•  Show me a tree that God made with apples on it.
God made other plants. What other plants did He make? Encourage the
children to act out each plant they name. You can extend the activity by having
them act out either the seeds or grown plants.

Bible Memory Verse
Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice or
the rhyme, or both.

Practice

Say the verse to the children and have them repeat it back to you.
Practicing words set to music with actions is one way preschoolers remember words longer. This
week, sing the words with the children to the tune of “The Mulberry Bush.”
Everything God created is good.
(Open arms wide.)
Everything God created is good.
(Point up.)

Everything God created is good.
(Nod yes.)
First Timothy four verse four.
(Hold hands open like a book.)

Bible Rhyme Time

In Bible Rhyme Time, the verse is in the last line of the rhyme. This unit, a new verse is added to the
rhyme each week. Teach the words and actions a line at a time. Have the children repeat each line
back to you. Our Bible verse tells us God made many plants. Let’s say the words together.
Plants to eat.
(Pretend to pick a plant.)
Strawberries sweet.

Everything God created is good.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

You could extend the Bible Rhyme Time by substituting different plant names. Some suggestions for
other plants to use are oranges, cucumbers, and the children’s ideas.

Preschool – Lesson 3

47

Lesson 3 Focus: God made plants.

3

The Bible and Me
The children will explore activity centers that will help them understand
that God made plants.
In today’s Bible story, your class learned that God made many different plants. To help children
understand that God made plants, choose one or more of the following activities. Before you let
the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you have chosen. This week Planting
Seeds needs the most teacher supervision.
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When you are ready to close this step, have
the children clean up the centers and gather
into a big group. You could use this activity to
attract their attention. Divide the children into
four animal groups. Give each group a special
area to clean up.
Kangaroos, hop over to . . .
Fly like birds to . . .
Swim, little fish, to . . .
Roar like lions as you . . .

Lesson 3 Focus: God made plants.

4

Going Home with the Bible

The children will make a reminder that God made plants.

NN Materials: Make-It/Take-It Lesson 3 pattern, Bible, crayons

Before class, punch out the Lesson 3 pattern, the
doorknob flower, from page 31 of the Make-It/Take-It
books. Remove the centers of the flowers.
After cleaning up, have the children sit on chairs
around a table. Use this time
to help the children create a
reminder that God made plants.
Show the children once again
where Genesis 1 is in the Bible.
You may also want to review
where Deuteronomy 8 and
Ecclesiastes 3 are found. In
today’s Bible story, God made
Lesson 3 Pattern
plants. God made trees such
as apple trees, flowers such as
tulips, and plants such as corn that are good to eat.
Show the children one of the Make-It/Take-It
flowers. This is a doorknob flower. It can be put
around a doorknob or hung on a wall. (If you have a
door in your classroom, put the flower on the doorknob
to show the children how it works.)
Where could you put a doorknob flower to help
you remember that God made plants? (Some possible
answers children may give are on a bedroom door, on
the door going outside, on the bathroom mirror, or any
other place in the house.)

Give each child a doorknob flower to color. As you
color your flower, choose a place to put it to help you
remember that God made plants.
When the children are done coloring, gather them
in a circle on the floor. Let each child share how he or
she is going to use the flower. You may want to model
the sharing time for the children. I am going to put my
doorknob flower on (name where you have chosen)
to help me remember that God made plants. Give
each child a turn to tell where he or she will put the
doorknob flower.
Close with a circle prayer. Let’s close with a prayer.
When it is your turn, name a plant that God has made.
Dear God, You made plants. Thank You for making
(let children name plants that God made). We praise
You, God, that You made plants. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
If you have extra time, let your preschoolers play the
Hide and Seek game from Step 3. Expand the game by
letting them search for plants in books, posters, and
other pictures around your room.

Time to Go Home

•  Let children play the “Hide and Seek” game on page 48 until their parents pick
them up.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of
the Lesson Focus: God made plants.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 3 and Family Card B
NN Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 3
NN Make-It/Take-It Doorknob Flower
NN Projects made at centers
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Lesson 4

God’s Plan for Seasons
Scripture: Genesis 1:14; Psalm 147:15-18; Song of Songs 2:11-13
Lesson Focus: God made seasons.
Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4

1
2
3
4

Getting Ready for the Bible

To relate the children’s experiences to the Bible story of God’s creation of
seasons, they will talk about types of weather.
•  Opening Activity: No materials needed
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story Time: Genesis 1:14;
Psalm 147:15-18; Song of Songs 2:11-13

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

The children will learn that God made seasons.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 10 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•  Bible Story Review: Teaching Aid 10 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids), beanbag
•  Bible Memory Verse: Teaching Aid 10 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)

The Bible and Me

The children will explore activity centers that will help them understand
that God made seasons.
•  Seasons Book: Page for Lesson 4 (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It),
crayons or washable markers; optional: colored paper scraps, glue
•  Four Seasons Game: Teaching Aid 10 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•   Signs of Spring: Optional: old magazines

Going Home with the Bible

The children will thank God for the seasons.
•  Teaching Aid 10 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible, My
Sunday Pictures Lesson 4
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
God had a purpose for everything He made. The
Hebrew word bara [bah-RAH] means to “create” and
signifies the forming of something unique that had
not existed before. It is used three times in the Genesis
account of Creation: at the creation of the universe, the
creation of animals, and the creation of human beings.
God set everything in place according to His divine
blueprint to carry out His plan.
God created the stars, sun, and moon on the
fourth day. Their purpose is to distinguish day from
night as well as to show the time for various seasonal
changes (Gen. 1:14, 17-18). The sun and moon are to be
appreciated as signs of God’s creative work (Isa. 40:26).
Time is measured according to the rhythm of day
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and night. The sun and moon mark these. Each season
has its own rhythm in relation to the sun.
The changing seasons are also part of God’s plan.
They reassure us that life is predictable and that God
is in control of His plan. God also designed the kind of
weather that is needed to help the plants and vegetation
grow and produce in all the different areas of the world
(Ps. 147:15-18).
God is a God of order. Days, weeks, months, and
seasons are all part of God’s order.
At the end of the fourth day, we are told that God
saw that His work was “good” (Gen. 1:18). God was
satisfied with His work.

Lesson 4 Focus: God made seasons.

Teacher

Devotional
Ecclesiastes chapter 3 begins
with “There is a time for
everything, and a season for
every activity under heaven.” It
continues for seven verses with
different “seasons” of life.
God governs all these
seasons. He also governs
the seasons of your life.
Analyze what “season” you
might be in for each of these
areas: physical, spiritual, and
relational.
Think about changes you
would like to make in any of
these seasons. Perhaps you
have been wanting to spend
more time in Bible study and
prayer. Or maybe there’s a
friend you need to talk to,
or a relationship that needs
mending.
Close with a prayer, thanking
God for bringing the change of
seasons. Ask Him to grant you
the strength to make or accept
changes in your life.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Play “Wind in the Trees.” Children stand in a circle, pretending to be trees.
The “wind” moves in and out of the trees making a blowing sound as the
trees bend. Have the wind trade places with a tree. This active game helps
children think about trees. In today’s Bible story, a tree will be used to help
them understand God made seasons.

Projects

Put crayons, paper, glue sticks, and cotton balls on the table. Invite children
to make two trees—one in summer and one in winter. These pictures will
help the children relate what they know about seasons to today’s Bible
story.

Table Play

Set out seasonal clothing you gathered from the home living center or
brought from home. Have the children sort clothes by what to wear when
it is cold, hot, rainy, and so forth. The sorting will help them relate to the
Lesson Focus, God made seasons.

Teacher Tip

One way preschoolers learn about the world is through observation.
They observe when sorting or classifying objects into different groups.
Encourage them to sort by color, size, shape, or other characteristics of the
groups of objects you provide.

Worship Time
You may want to have a short worship time
before beginning today’s lesson.
•  Gather the children to worship. Sing the
following words to the tune of “Go In and Out the
Window.” Let’s worship God together (sing three
times), And offerings gladly bring.
•  Ask a child helper to collect offerings. Lead the
children in a prayer of thanksgiving. Dear God,
thank You for giving us so much. We give You
these offerings to show You we love You. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Add the following verse to the song taught last
week to the tune “Row, Row, Row Your Boat.”

Verse 2: I’m glad God
made spring,
Pretty, pretty spring.
(Pretend to pick a flower.)
I’m glad God made the
rain we see,
(Wiggle fingers down like
raindrops falling.)
And that God made me.
(Point to self.)
•  Close with a prayer: Dear God, You give us
all kinds of weather. Thank You for the warm
weather, the cold weather, the rain, and the
sunshine. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Preschool – Lesson 4
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1

Getting Ready for the Bible
To relate the children’s experiences to the Bible story of God’s creation
of seasons, they will talk about types of weather.
NN Materials: None needed

Attention
Grabber
If you have not already gathered the
children into a group or you need to
focus their attention back to you, ask
them to copy your actions and words
as you sing this rhyme to the tune
“Mulberry Bush.” Do the actions as
you say them aloud.
This is the way I
stand up tall,
shrink down low,
turn around.
This is the way I
fold my hands,
and listen at
Sunday school.

Opening Activity
When the children are seated in a circle and ready to listen,
introduce the activity “Let’s Pretend.” Acting out types of weather
and discussing seasons helps the children relate to the Bible story
from Genesis 1:14; Psalm 147:15-18; and Song of Songs 2:11-13.
Today we’re going to play a game called “Let’s Pretend.” I’ll tell
you something about the weather. Then we’ll all pretend different
things about that type of weather.
Let’s pretend that the flowers are starting to bloom. It’s
raining out. What should we wear? (Raincoats and umbrellas will
be popular answers.) Let’s pretend to put those things on. (Act out
putting on the mentioned items. Encourage the children to pretend
with you.) It can be rainy in spring.
Let’s pretend again. It is very hot and sunny out. What should
we wear? (Encourage children to talk about wearing warm weather
clothes such as shorts and T-shirts.) Let’s pretend to put those on.
(Pretend to put on the clothes. Have the children pretend with you.) It
is often hot in summer.
Let’s pretend it is cooler outside. The leaves are falling from
the trees. What should we wear? (Accept reasonable answers. They
may range from long pants to a warm jacket.) Let’s put on those
things. (Give children time to pretend.) Fall comes after summer.
Let’s pretend one last time. It’s very cold and snowy outside.
What would we wear? (Children will probably mention a coat,
boots, a hat, and mittens. If you live in a warm climate, accept
answers about what is worn in your area.) Let’s pretend we’re
putting on those things. (Encourage the children to help you act out
putting on winter clothes.) It’s often cold in the winter.
Gather children back into a circle. We dressed for the different
seasons—winter, spring, summer, and fall. Let’s talk about the
seasons.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time for
each child to say something. This gives every child
an opportunity to connect to the Bible story and
Lesson Focus, “God Made Seasons,” through his or
her own experience.

NNWhat is your favorite season? Children will talk

about winter, spring, summer, or fall. Some children
may talk about the weather at a certain time of year.
Name the season they discuss. For example, “You
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like summer, when it is hot.” Other children may
not have a favorite.
What do you like about your favorite season?
Try to get the children to give details about their
favorite seasons. “I don’t know” is a fine answer too.

NN

The seasons are spring, summer, fall, and
winter. Today we’re going to learn that God
made seasons. The Bible tells us that God made
the seasons. As you hear the Bible story, listen for
the different seasons.

Lesson 4 Focus: God made seasons.

2

Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:14; Psalm 147:15-18; Song of Songs 2:11-13
The children will learn that God made seasons.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 10, Bible, beanbag

Bible Story
Separate the picture cards from Teaching Aid 10, and
put them in numerical order.
Make sure that the children are still gathered in
a group ready for the story. Have your Bible open to
Genesis 1 to begin. Today’s story comes from the
Bible. It is found in the book of the Bible called
Genesis. You may also want to include the other
books in the Scripture reference, Psalms and Song of
Songs. Parts of the story are also found in the books
of Psalms and Song of Songs. (Show the children
where Genesis 1 is in your Bible. Keep your Bible
open to Genesis 1 as you tell
the story. If you talked about
Psalms and Song of Songs,
show the children where those
books are and mark them with
bookmarks.)
God had a great plan
when He made the world.
God planned growing times
and resting times for the
plants He made. Part of His
plan was to make different
seasons of the year. Those
Teaching Aid 10
seasons are spring, summer,
fall, and winter.
One way we know the different seasons is with
the help of the sun, moon, and stars. Not only do
they show us when it is day and night, but they also
show us the different seasons. The plants God made
can also give us clues as to which season we are in.
(Show Picture Card 1, the spring card.) It is
springtime for this apple tree! God has sent rain
in the spring. (Make rain come down with fingers.)
The rain has helped the tree grow. God made new
leaves and blossoms grow on the tree. The Bible
tells us that flowers begin to bloom in the spring.
(Show Picture Card 2, the summer card.) As
the daylight lasts longer, the days get warmer. The
long and warm days let us know God has changed
spring into summer. The leaves on the apple tree
have grown big. Little green apples have begun
growing on the tree. (Ask a child to find the green
apples on the card.)

(Show Picture Card 3, the fall
card.) When the days become cooler
and shorter, God has changed
summer to fall. On the apple tree, the
apples have turned from green to red.
The leaves have turned bright colors
and fallen to the ground. (Pretend to
bite into an apple.)
(Show Picture Card 4, the winter
card.) We know that God has changed
fall to winter when days are short and
cold. In some parts of the world, it
snows in the winter. (Say “Brr” and
rub arms.) The Bible tells us about
God sending snow. The apple tree
has lost all its leaves. It is waiting for
spring to come.
God made four seasons: spring,
summer, fall, and winter. (Hold
up one finger for each season.) The
seasons God made are all part of His
wonderful world. God made seasons.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What are the names of the seasons
God made? Spring, summer, fall,
winter.
NN How did the apple tree change each
season? Had blossoms, grew leaves
and apples, apples turned red and the
leaves fell, the tree is bare.
NN What would happen to the tree if
every season was cold? The children
may mention that it wouldn’t have
leaves, flowers, or apples. They may
also say, “I don’t know.”
NN Who made seasons? God made
seasons.
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Bible Story Review Activity
To review today’s Bible story of God’s creation of seasons, encourage the children to play a
beanbag game.
Have the children sit in a circle. Place the four cards from Teaching
Aid 10 on the floor inside the circle. Ask a child to throw the beanbag
toward the picture cards. What season is the beanbag on? After the child
names the season, ask “Who made (the name of the season the child
named)?” The children should answer, “God made (the name of the
season).”
Give the beanbag to another child and repeat until all the children
have had a turn. For a more active game, have the children stand behind
a line to throw the beanbag.

Teaching Aid 10

Bible Memory Verse
Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice or the
rhyme, or both.

Practice

Place one of the four picture cards from Teaching Aid 10 in each corner of
your room. The movement in this activity will help the preschoolers in your
class remember the verse.
Walk your class to the spring picture, Card 1. God made spring. Let’s say our Bible verse.
“Everything God created is good” 1 Timothy 4:4.
Summer follows spring. Walk to Card 2. God made summer. Say our Bible verse with me.
“Everything God created is good” 1 Timothy 4:4.
Move to the fall picture, Card 3. God made the fall. Say our Bible verse with me again.
“Everything God created is good” 1 Timothy 4:4.
Finally, walk to the winter card, Card 4. And God made winter. Let’s shout our Bible verse.
“Everything God created is good” 1 Timothy 4:4.

Bible Rhyme Time
The verse is in the last line of the Bible rhyme. This week adds a verse that reinforces today’s Bible
story. Say the words and do the actions with the children. When they can say the rhyme on their
own, clap a beat as the children say the rhyme. God made the plants and seasons. Our Bible
rhyme helps us remember our Bible verse, “Everything God created is good.”
Plants to eat.
Strawberries sweet.
Everything God created is good.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
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Summer, fall.
Winter, spring.
Everything God created is good.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

Lesson 4 Focus: God made seasons.

3

The Bible and Me
The children will explore activity centers that will help them understand that God
made seasons.
In today’s Bible story, your class learned that God made seasons. To help the children understand
the lesson, choose one or more of the following activities. Demonstrate each activity before the
children begin. Signs of Spring needs the most teacher supervision this week.
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When you are ready to close this step, have
the children put away the activities and gather
into a big group. You could use this activity to
attract their attention. Divide the children into
four animal groups. Give each group a special
area to clean up.
Kangaroos, hop over to . . .
Fly like birds to . . .
Swim, little fish, to . . .
Roar like lions as you . . .
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4

Going Home with the Bible
The children will thank God for the seasons.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 10, Bible

After cleaning up, have the children sit in a circle either
on chairs or on a rug. Use this time to help the children
celebrate that God made seasons.
Show the children once again where Genesis 1 is in
the Bible. If you previously showed the children where
Psalm 147 and Song of Songs are in the Bible, review
those places also.
In today’s Bible story, we
learned that God made seasons.
(Hold up each card from
Teaching Aid 10. Encourage the
children to complete the sentence
for each card.) God made
(whatever season is pictured on
the card: spring, summer, fall,
winter). Repeat for all four cards.
We can thank God that He
made seasons. Think of your
favorite season: spring, summer,
Teaching Aid 10
fall, or winter. What do you want to
thank God for about that season?
Maybe it’s because flowers grow in spring, snow falls
in winter, or your birthday is in the summer. Choose
what you want to thank God for about your season.
Give the children time to think.
Let’s spend time thanking God for our favorite
seasons. Each of you will get a turn to thank God for
seasons. Go around the circle giving each child an
opportunity to say a short prayer. Begin with yourself.

Dear God, thank You for making (name of season)
because (flowers grow, I like snow, that’s when my
birthday is, etc.). Encourage each child to pray. Close
the prayer after each child has had a turn. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
Close with a celebration time. Hold up each card
from Teaching Aid 10 one at a time. Ask the children
to tell the name of the season pictured on the card.
After each card, lead the children in a cheer: God made
seasons. Thank You, God!

If You Have Extra Time
Use the song “God Made It All” on the PraisePac CD to
play a musical game. This musical game
helps reinforce today’s Bible story
where God made seasons.
In today’s Bible story, we learned
that God made seasons. Move
around the room while the music is
playing. When I stop the music, shout out
one season that God made. Play the song from the
PraisePac CD in your Creative Teaching Aids packet.
Stop the music after about 15 seconds. Let the children
shout out the seasons that God made.
Repeat playing and stopping the song three
more times. If a child repeats another child’s
answer, that’s okay.

Time to Go Home

•  Until parents come to pick up the children, let
the children play the “Four Seasons” game on page 55.
•  As the children leave, remind them of the Lesson Focus
as you say goodbye: God made seasons.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 4
NN Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 4
NN Projects from centers
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Lesson 5

God’s Amazing Animals
Scripture: Genesis 1:20-25
Lesson Focus: God made animals.
Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4

1

Getting Ready for the Bible

To connect children’s experiences to the Bible story of God’s creation of
animals, they will play a game and talk about animals.
•  
Opening Activity: Teaching Aid 2 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids); optional: animal stickers
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story Time: Genesis 1:20-25

3

The Bible and Me

4

By listening to the Bible story from Genesis 1:20-25, the children will discover
that God made animals.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 11 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids),
flannel board, Bible
•  Bible Story Review: Teaching Aid 11 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids), flannel board
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

To help them understand that God made animals, the children will explore
activity centers.
•   Animal Picture: Page for Lesson 5 (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It),
crayons; optional: chenille wires, twigs and leaves, glue
•  Follow the Animal: No materials needed
•  
Animal Visitor: Pet and owner; optional: old animal homes such as
shells or insect nests, magnifying glasses

Going Home with the Bible

The children will thank God for the animals.
•  Bible, beanbag or soft foam ball, My Sunday Pictures Lesson 5
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
Genesis 1 tells us everything that God created. We see
a progression in what was made during the six days of
Creation. The first three days were days of God’s forming
the earth; the second three, days of His filling what He
had formed. On Day 3, God separated dry ground and
surface water, making land and seas. He also made
vegetation (Gen. 1:9-13). On Day 6, God created animals
that live on land and eat vegetation. The creation of
animals in Genesis 1:20-25 was the first example of God’s
power to give the gift of life. God created a variety of
animals to fill the earth. At God’s command the waters
were filled with living things and every kind of bird was
created. These animals were blessed by God and told to

“be fruitful and increase in number” (Gen. 1:22).
On the sixth day of creation, God created three
kinds of animals: “livestock, creatures that move along
the ground, and wild animals” (Gen. 1:24).
The biblical term “kind,” the Hebrew word min, is
not equivalent to the term “species” used by biologists.
Usually two forms of life belong to the same species if
they are able to interbreed and produce fertile offspring.
According to this definition, new species have been
produced in both nature and in laboratories. However,
while new “species” can arise, new “kinds” cannot.
As God looked over the animal kingdom, He was
completely satisfied with all He had made.
Preschool – Lesson 5
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Teacher

Devotional
When a little boy visits the zoo,
he likes to watch the monkeys
swing. His sister, though, likes
to watch the hippo and her calf
in the water.
As you read Genesis 1:20-25,
picture various living creatures,
like gibbons and hippos, in
your mind.
God’s creation of animals
can help us see our Creator as
one who is very creative. He
did not use just one “mold.”
The variety of colors, patterns,
and shapes of living things is
amazing to behold!
God is also a caring God. He
cared enough to develop ways
for different kinds of animals to
live together, provided food for
them, and established ways for
them to continue reproducing.
Spend time in prayer praising
God for all of the wonderful
living things He created.
During your lesson, include
praise for the many animals
your children love. Help them
appreciate God’s creation of
animals.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Invite children to play “Animal Keeper” to help them begin thinking about
animals. The children follow a leader. When the leader names an animal,
the children freeze in a position like the animal that was called. The next
child in line becomes the new leader.

Projects

To help the children become involved with today’s Bible story, tape Figures
1, 2, and 6 from Teaching Aid 11 to sheets of large paper. Place the sheets of
paper near a wall. Set out crayons for children to create animal murals.

Table Play

Have the children make simple bird feeders. Let the children string
unsweetened, O-shaped cereal on two-foot lengths of yarn. Tie the ends
together and hang outside. (Taping one end of the yarn to the table and
wrapping the other end with tape will help children.)

Teacher Tip

In today’s lesson, some children may bring up some animals they are
scared of, or a bad experience with an animal. Acknowledge a child’s fear.
Give a fact about the animal to help the child see it as part of God’s special
creation. As you talk about creation, reinforce how God saw what He made
was good.

Worship Time
You may want to have a short worship time
before beginning today’s lesson.
•  Have the children sit in a circle. Let’s worship
God by singing, praying, and telling Him how
much we love Him.
•  Choose one of the children to collect the
offerings. Let’s thank God for all He gives us.
Dear God, thank You for loving us and caring
for us. Use our offerings to help others know of
Your love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Sing the following verses to the tune of “Good
Night, Ladies.”
Verse 1: God made green trees. (Sing 3x.)
I’m glad God made the trees.
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Verse 2: God made brown
dogs. (Sing 3x.)
I’m glad God made the
dogs.
Extend this song by having
children suggest other plants
or animals for the verse. Some
ideas could be God made big
whales; God made red flowers; etc.
•  Pray with the children. Pause after every three
or four words for them to repeat after you. Dear
God, thank You for being so great. You made
everything and You love us. We love You, too!
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Lesson 5 Focus: God made animals.

1

Getting Ready for the Bible
To connect children’s experiences to the Bible story of God’s creation
of animals, they will play a game and talk about animals.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 2; optional: animal stickers

Attention
Grabber
If you have not already gathered the
children into a group or you need to
focus their attention back to you, ask
them to copy your words and actions
as you sing this rhyme to the tune
“Mulberry Bush.” Do the actions as
you say them aloud.
This is the way I
stand up tall,
shrink down low,
turn around.
This is the way I
fold my hands,
and listen at
Sunday school.

Opening Activity
When the children are seated in a circle and
ready to listen, introduce the Shaggy Donkey
puppet, Teaching Aid 2. Using the puppet
and talking about animals helps the children
connect to the Bible story about God’s
creation of animals.
(Hold up the Shaggy Donkey puppet.)
Hi, Shaggy! (Encourage the children to greet
Shaggy.) What kind of an animal is Shaggy?
Teaching Aid 2
(A donkey.) (Have Shaggy whisper in your
ear.) What sound do you think Shaggy just
made? (Hee-haw.) (Put Shaggy aside.)
Let’s talk about other animal sounds. What does a cat say?
(Meow.) What does a duck say? (Quack.) And what does a cow say?
(Moo.)
Let’s use those animal sounds to play a game. I’ll tell you the
name of an animal. When I say “start” you make your sound. Try
to find any other kids making that same sound.
Whisper the word cat, dog, or cow into each child’s ear. Start!
Have each make the animal sound, then find others making the
same sound. You may put a sticker on each child’s hand to help him
or her remember the group. For small classes, use only two animals.
After all the children have found their animal group, gather them
back into one large group. It is fun to make animal sounds. Let’s
talk about animals.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, allow time for each
child to say something. This gives every child an
opportunity to connect to the Bible story through
his or her own experience.

NNWhat is your favorite animal? Children will

answer using their own experiences. Some may
answer different pets or zoo animals. Others may
talk about favorite stuffed toys. “I don’t have a
favorite animal” is also an acceptable answer.
Where do you see animals? Because of the

NN

different places to observe animals, children may
have many answers. These may be at home,
outside, at a friend’s house, at a zoo, on television,
even on the computer or Internet.
How many different animals can we name?
Let the children name all the animals they can,
including fish, birds, insects, and reptiles. The
purpose of the question is to help the children think
about the different animals God created.

NN

There are a lot of animals. Today we’re going
to learn from the Bible that God made animals.
As you hear the Bible story, listen for the names
of animals that God made.
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Lesson 5 Focus: God made animals.

Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:20-25
By listening to the Bible story from Genesis 1:20-25, the children will
discover that God made animals.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 11, flannel board, Bible

Bible Story

Punch out the Bible figures from Teaching Aid 11.
Add velcro, found in your teaching aids packet, to
the back of the figures. Put the figures in the order
they will be used.
The children should still be seated in a circle ready
for the story. Open your Bible to Genesis 1 to begin.
Our story today comes from God’s Word, the Bible.
It is in the book of the Bible called Genesis. Show the
children where Genesis 1 is in your Bible. Keep your
Bible open to Genesis 1 as you tell the story.
The Bible tells us that God made many things.
God made many beautiful plants. He made trees,
flowers, and plants that make good food for us to
eat. The Bible also tells us
that God made the seasons—
spring, summer, fall, and
winter—with different kinds
of weather.
In Genesis 1 (point to
Bible), the Bible also tells us
that God made animals.
God said, “Let the waters
fill up with living things.”
(Place the fish, Figure 1, on
the flannel board.) Slish,
slosh. There were big fish
Teaching Aid 11
like whales, and small fish
like goldfish. God also made
every kind of animal that lives in the water like
jellyfish and eels. (Have children make swimming
motions while repeating the words “slish, slosh.”)
Then God said, “Let birds fly above the earth
across the sky.” (Place the birds, Figure 2, on the
board.) And that’s just what happened! Flip, flop.
There were big birds like eagles and small, colorful
birds like bluebirds that flew in the air. (Have
children move their arms as if they were flying.)
God made birds and fish. He saw that it was very
good. But God was not finished making animals yet.
God said, “Let the land produce all sorts of
living creatures.” Creature is another word for
animal. (Place the bear, Figure 3, on the board.)
There were wild animals such as bears. (Have the
children pretend to growl like bears.) God made all
the wild animals, even lions and giraffes. What
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other wild animals can you think of?
(Give the children time to answer. They
may name animals like tigers, zebras,
and elephants.)
There were small animals such
as ducks. (Place the ducks, Figure 4,
on the board. Have the children make
swimming motions with their hands.)
God made all the small animals
including frogs and squirrels. What
other small animals can you think
of? (Pause to give the children time
to name small animals such as cats,
different insects, and mice.)
God made animals that live on
farms, too. (Place the farm animals,
Figure 5, on the board.)
Let’s name the animals in the
picture. (Have the children identify the
different animals as you point to them.)
God made animals that live with us.
We call them pets. (Place the pets,
Figure 6, on the board.) What are some
pets you have? (Let the children name
the types of pets they have.)
God saw that everything He made
was good. God was pleased with all the
animals He made. God made animals.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What kind of animals did God make
first? Fish and birds.
NN What did God make after He made
birds and fish? Wild animals, small
animals, farm animals, pets.
NN Why did God make animals? Many
children may answer “I don’t know” or
say it was part of God’s creation. Help
them see that animals were part of
God’s plan for His creation.
NN Who made animals? God made
animals.

Lesson 5 Focus: God made animals.

Bible Story Review Activity
This game allows the children to use their whole bodies to review the Bible story from Genesis
1:20-25.
Before you begin the game, display all the figures from Teaching Aid 11 on the flannel
board. This may help children to think of animals during the activity.
Let’s play a game about the animals that God made. It’s called
“Animal Charades.” One of you will act out an animal without making
any sounds. The rest of us will try to guess the animal. When you think
you know the animal, say, “God made” and the name of the animal you
think is being acted.
Choose one child to act like an animal without making
sounds. Have the rest of the class take turns guessing which
animal it is.
Repeat the game until all the children have had at least
one opportunity to act out an animal.

Teaching Aid 11

Bible Memory Verse
Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice or
the rhyme, or both.

Practice

This week’s activity uses animal actions. Saying the Bible verse while doing actions helps preschoolers
remember it.
God made little animals like frogs. Let’s pretend to be frogs. (Crouch down. Put your hands on
the ground in front of you.) Frogs hop. Let’s say our Bible verse as we hop like frogs. (Encourage the
children to hop with you.) “Everything God created is good” 1 Timothy 4:4.
God made big animals like elephants. Let’s pretend to be elephants. (Bend over at the waist.
Put your hands together and swing your arms from side to side.) Elephants walk. Let’s say our Bible
verse as we walk like elephants. (Walk slowly as you swing your arms.) “Everything God created is
good” 1 Timothy 4:4.
Extend this activity by letting children choose animals. Say the Bible verse for each animal.

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse can be found in the last line of each verse of the rhyme. This week’s verses talk about
God’s creation of animals. You may want to add verses from previous lessons. Our Bible rhyme tells
us God made everything—including animals.
Birds that fly. (Wave arms in the air.)
Fish that swim. (Move hands as if swimming.)
Everything God created is good.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

Animals big. (Stretch up tall.)
Animals small. (Curl up in a ball.)
Everything God created is good.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
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The Bible and Me
To help them understand that God made animals, the children will explore activity centers.
Today’s Bible story from Genesis 1:20-25 taught your class that God made animals. To help
the children explore the concept that God made animals, choose one or more of the following
activities. Before you let the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you have
chosen. This week the Animal Visitor center needs the most teacher supervision.
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have.

When you are ready to close this step, have
the children put away the activities and gather
into a big group. You could use this activity to
attract their attention. Divide the children into
four animal groups. Give each group a special
area to clean up.
Kangaroos, hop over to . . .
Fly like birds to . . .
Swim, little fish, to . . .
Roar like lions as you . . .

Lesson 5 Focus: God made animals.
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Going Home with the Bible
The children will thank God for the animals.
NN Materials: Bible, beanbag or soft foam ball

After cleaning up, have the children sit in a circle on the
floor. Use this time to help the children thank God for
making animals.
Once again show the children where Genesis 1:2025 can be found in the Bible. What did we learn about
today that God made? (God made animals.) God made
the fish and every kind of animal that lives in the
water. He made the birds. God also made all the wild
animals, small animals, farm animals, and animals
that are pets.
What are some animals that God made? (Children
will probably say the animals mentioned in the lesson
such as fish, bears, dogs, and cats. Encourage them to
talk about other animals too.)
Let’s thank God that He made animals. Think of
your favorite animal. Give each child time to think of
an animal.
Show the beanbag or ball. We’re going to use
this ball to thank God for animals. My animal is an
elephant. I’m going to toss the ball to (a child in the
circle). Toss the ball to the child. What is your animal?
Give the child a chance to say his or her animal. Let’s
thank God for these animals.
You made elephants and (the animal the child
named). Thank You, God!
Give the beanbag or ball to a child. (Child’s name)
will toss the ball to another child. They will both
tell us their animal. Have the class say the thank-You

prayer using the two animals named. Continue until all
the children have had a turn.
Let’s stand and say a big thank You to God.
Encourage the children to shout “Thank You, God”
when you count to three. Dear God, You made many
wonderful animals. One, two, three—thank You, God!
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
One way preschoolers can worship is through prayer.
Prayers of thanks are simple prayers that children this
age can easily pray. This week use this time as a class
prayer time.
We just thanked God for different animals that He
made. What are some other things we can thank God
for? Encourage children to share any prayer requests.
Tell a thanks that you have to help them begin sharing.
If a child has a prayer request, include that too.
Let’s fold our hands, close our eyes, and bow
our heads in prayer.
Then pray: Dear God,
You love us so much.
Please hear our thanks.
(Include prayer requests
here.) We love You. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.
Next week you will

Looking
Ahead

teach the PALM
SUNDAY lesson
found on page 8.

Time to Go Home

•  Have the children play one of the animal games played during
the lesson until parents pick them up.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of the
Lesson Focus: God made animals.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 5
NN Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 5
NN Projects made at centers
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Lesson 6

God’s Special Creation
Scripture: Genesis 1:26-31; 2:18-22
Lesson Focus: God made people.
Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4

1

Getting Ready for the Bible

For children to relate their own experiences with the Bible story of God’s
creating people, they will share what they know about people.
•  
Opening Activity: Teaching Aid 8 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids);
optional: three picture signs of plants, animals, people
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Story Time: Genesis 1:26-31; 2:18-22

3

The Bible and Me

4

 e children will learn that God created people.
Th
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 12 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•  Bible Story Review: Teaching Aid 11 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

To help the children understand that God made people, they will explore
activity centers.
•  
Bible Painting Page: Page for Lesson 6 (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It),
markers; optional: cotton-tipped swabs, small containers of water, watercolor
paints, paint shirts
•  Self-Portraits: Butcher paper cut in four-foot lengths, crayons
•  
Sorting Activity: Old magazines, children’s scissors; optional: butcher
paper, glue sticks

Going Home with the Bible

The children will thank God for making them.
•  
PraisePac CD (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), CD player, Bible,
My Sunday Pictures Lesson 6; optional: handheld mirror, foil, glue stick,
construction paper
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
God created a beautiful world and filled it with plants
and animals. The stage was set for the climax of God’s
creative activity—the creation of human beings.
The actual act of creating people comes after the
words “Let us make mankind in our image” (Gen. 1:26).
The plural hints that the three persons of the Godhead
worked together to create human beings. The full power
and wisdom of the Godhead was involved (John 1:1).
Man and woman were made distinctly different
from animals. While they were made in God’s likeness,
they were not physical replicas of God. They had
the power to think, feel, communicate with others,
discern, and make choices, including the choice of
disobeying God (Gen. 2:17). Man and woman also
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had characteristics such as righteousness, holiness,
and knowledge (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10). They enjoyed a
communion with God that no other living being had,
and were capable of loving and worshiping God by their
words and actions.
The image of God in humans was defaced through
sin. But Genesis 9:6 and James 3:9 suggest that all
people still bear God’s image to some degree. Paul wrote
that believers are having the image of God restored in
them as they become more and more Christlike (2 Cor.
3:18; Eph. 4:22-24; Col. 3:9-10). Christ bears the image of
God perfectly (Heb. 1:3).
God loved the first people, prepared a place for them to
live, and provided for all of their physical and spiritual needs.

Lesson 6 Focus: God made people.

Teacher

Devotional
People are God’s unique,
special creation. His creative
power and love shine through
us. In Genesis 1:27-28, the
Bible tells us that God created
people in His image. After
creating people, God blessed
them.
God’s special creation did
not stop with Adam and Eve.
It continues today. Read Psalm
139:13-16. What does this
passage say about God’s love
for you?
You are God’s special
creation. He created you. He
knows all about you—both the
good and the bad. He loves
you. Accept His love for you.
Think of the children in your
class. Each one is God’s special
creation too. Pray for each child
that he or she will feel loved
by God. Pray that God will use
you to extend His love to the
children in your class.
As you interact with your
class this week, pray a prayer
of thanks specifically for each
child. It can be a short, silent
prayer just between you and
God.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Put the figures from Teaching Aid 11 in a basket. Have the children choose
a piece at a time, then act out the animal that is chosen. Acting out different
animals reviews last week’s lesson and helps them relate to today’s Lesson
Focus, God made people.

Projects

Set out a hand mirror, paper, and crayons so children can look in the mirror
and draw self-portraits. Drawing a picture of themselves will help them
become involved with today’s story, God made people.

Table Play

Invite children to make different animals, plants, and people with play
dough, cookie cutters, and other utensils. Making these objects will help
the children review the past few lessons as well as start them thinking about
the Lesson Focus, God made people.

Teacher Tip

You are important to the children. Build relationships with the children and
their families. Greet each child, give hugs, send the children home with a
special comment, and contact families whose children are absent. If you
make a mistake, admit it to your children. They will still accept and love
you.

Worship Time
You may want to have a short worship time
before you begin today’s lesson.
•  Gather the children for worship by singing a
favorite song such as “Jesus Loves Me.” Have them
sit in a circle, either on a rug or in chairs.
•  Choose a helper to collect the offerings. Giving
offering money is one way to thank God for
making us and to let Him know we love Him. Let’s
pray together. Dear God, You are great. Thank
You for all You give us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Build on last week’s song that was sung to the
tune “Good Night, Ladies.” You might divide the
children into two sections. Have one group sing the
first line three times and the other sing the second

line. Each group could stand
while singing its part.
Verse 1: God made
people. (Sing three times.)
I’m glad that God made
me.
Verse 2: God made all
things. (Sing three times.)
I’m glad that God made me.
You may want to include the two verses sung
last week (see page 58).
•  Pray with the children. Dear God, thank You for
making the plants and animals. But most of all,
thank You for making us! In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Preschool – Lesson 6
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1

Getting Ready for the Bible
For children to relate their own experiences with the Bible story of God’s
creating people, they will share what they know about people.
NN 
Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 8; optional: three picture
signs of plants, animals, people

Attention
Grabber
If you have not already gathered the
children into a group or you need to
focus their attention back to you, ask
them to copy your actions and words
as you sing this rhyme to the tune
“Mulberry Bush.” Do the actions as
you say them aloud.
This is the way I
stand up tall,
shrink down low,
turn around.
This is the way I
fold my hands,
and listen at
Sunday school.

Opening Activity
When the children are seated in a circle and ready to listen,
introduce the activity about animals, plants, and people. Talking
about these things helps the children get ready for the Bible story
from Genesis 1:26-31 and 2:18-22.
Show the children the poster, Teaching Aid 8. There are many
things on this poster that God
made. It shows plants, animals,
and people. We’re going to use the
poster to find them.
Choose three spots in your
room to represent plants, animals,
and people. You may want to use
picture signs to mark these for the
children. This is the plant spot.
This is the animal spot. Over here
Teaching Aid 8
is the people spot.
Now it’s time to play. When I point to a plant on the poster,
go stand in the plant spot. If I point to an animal, stand in the
animal spot. If I point to a person, go to the people spot. Let’s try
one together. (Point to the tree.) This is a tree. Is a tree a plant, an
animal, or a person? Go stand in the spot that matches “tree.”
Continue the activity, pointing at the different plants, animals,
and people in the poster. You may want to label the item as a plant,
animal, or person. The children should move to the spot of what was
pointed to.
You did a wonderful job showing me what was a plant, animal,
or person. Let’s talk more about plants, animals, and people.

Sharing Time

NNHow do you know something is a plant? The

Encourage all the children to respond. They may talk
about animals having feathers or fur, they often live
outside, they make different sounds, or even “I don’t
know.”
What makes people different from plants?
from animals? Children may give a variety of
answers. Some possible answers are: people don’t
have leaves or roots, they don’t have wings, they
walk on two legs, or they wear clothes.

NN

We’ve learned that God made plants and
animals. God made everything. Today we’re
going to learn that God made people. In today’s
story, listen for God’s special creation of people.

As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time for
each child to say something. This gives every child
an opportunity to connect to the Bible story and
Lesson Focus, “God made people,” through his or
her own experience.
children may name that it is green, it has leaves or
flowers, or other characteristics of plants. Encourage
a variety of responses.
How do you know something is an animal?
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2

Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:26-31; 2:18-22
The children will learn that God created people.
NN 

Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aids 12 and 11, Bible

Bible Story
Fold Teaching Aid 12 so that the smaller picture,
Picture 1, is showing.
The children should still be seated in a circle,
ready for the story. Open your Bible to Genesis 1.
Our story today comes from the Bible. It is found in
the part, or book, of the Bible called Genesis. (Show
the children where Genesis 1 is in your Bible. Keep
your Bible open to Genesis 1 as you tell the story.)
God made our
beautiful world.
(Show the smaller
picture on Teaching
Aid 12. Let the
children find the
different items as
you name them.)
God made plants
Teaching Aid 12
with flowers and
plants that give us fruits and vegetables. (Have the
children point to the trees, bushes, and flowers.) He
made fish to swim in the water and birds to fly in
the air. (Point to the fish and birds in the picture as
you name them. Have the children make swimming
and flying motions.) God also made many different
animals to walk on the ground. (Ask the children to
point to each animal as you say its name.) God made
the giraffe, horse, bear, squirrel, raccoon, and all
the other animals.
God looked at everything that He made, and
saw that it was good. But God wasn’t finished yet.
He still had something special to create.
God’s special creation didn’t live in the sea, so
it wasn’t a fish. This creation didn’t fly through the
air or have wings, so it wasn’t a bird. God didn’t
make it to have a mane and say “neigh,” so it wasn’t
a horse. It didn’t have spots and a long neck, so it
wasn’t a giraffe.
But God’s special creation did have two legs
and two arms. (Hold up two fingers each time you
say “two.”) It had two eyes that could see God’s
beautiful creation. It had two ears to hear the birds
singing and all the different animal sounds. It had
one nose to smell the beautiful flowers. (Hold up
one finger each time you say “one.”) It had one mouth

to eat the fruit that grew on the trees
and bushes God made. God made this
special creation to think and talk.
What do you think was God’s
special creation? (People) (Open
up Teaching Aid 12 to show the large
picture.) That’s right! God made
people. God made the first person.
He was a man. (Point to the man.)
God called the man Adam. God gave
Adam an important job. Adam named
all the birds. And he named all the
animals that walked on the ground.
But Adam was lonely. He needed
someone to be his helper. So God
made a woman. (Point to the woman.)
Adam named her Eve.
Now God was finished. He had
made people, His special creation.
God thought all He made was very
good. God made people.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What was God’s special creation?
People were God’s special creation.
NN What were the names of the first
people God made? Adam and Eve.
NN How were people different from
the rest of God’s creation? They could
think and talk. Encourage the children
to tell other ways they think people
were different.
NN Who made people? God made
people.
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Bible Story Review Activity
This activity provides an active review of the Bible story from Genesis 1:26-31 and 2:18-22.
Reviewing the concept over and over by playing a scavenger hunt game helps the children
understand and remember the Bible story about God’s creation of people.
Scatter the animal figures from Teaching Aid 11 around the room so
the children can find them. The children will need to be able to reach the
figures.
I will send each of you on an animal hunt. When you find one of
the animal figures, bring it back to the circle. Choose one child at a
time to find a figure and bring it back to the circle. When the child has
been seated, ask the group to name the animal. To name it, have the
class say together, What did God make? God made (the name of the
animal) and God made people, too.
Play until all the children have
found an animal. You may want to hide
the figures in more difficult places as
the activity progresses.
Teaching Aid 11

Bible Memory Verse
Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice
or the rhyme, or both.

Practice

We have learned that God made plants, the seasons, animals, and
people. Let’s say our verse together about God’s creation.
As a review of the verse, sing the following words to the tune of “The Mulberry Bush.” This is the
same song that was taught in Lesson 3. The musical setting will help your preschoolers remember
the words.
Everything God created is good.
Everything God created is good.
(Nod yes.)
(Open arms wide.)
First Timothy four verse four.
Everything God created is good.
(Hold hands open like a book.)
(Point up.)

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse is in the last line of each verse of the rhyme. You could have the children say each line
of the rhyme back to you as an echo. God made so many things—plants, animals, and people.
Say our Bible rhyme with me.
Birds that fly.
(Wave arms.)
Fish that swim.
(Make swimming motions.)
Everything God created is good.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
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Adam and Eve.
(Put pointer fingers next to each other.)
You and me.
(Point to a friend, then to self.)
Everything God created is good.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

Lesson 6 Focus: God made people.
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The Bible and Me
To help the children understand that God made people,
they will explore activity centers.
In today’s Bible story, your class learned that God made people. To help the children
understand and remember the Bible story that God made people, choose one or more of the
following activities. Demonstrate each activity you have chosen before letting the children
begin them. The Self-Portraits center requires the most teacher supervision this week.
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Materials: Old magaz
ines, children’s sciss
ors;
optional: butcher pa
per, glue sticks
Today’s activity help
s the children work
with the
Lesson Focus, “God
made people.”
Have children look
through old magazin
es
and cut out pictures
of people. Have them
sort the
pictures of people in
to different groups by
age.
Encourage the child
ren to make up othe
r ways to sort
the pictures.
If desired, you could
have the children us
e the
pictures to create a
mural. Write the Le
sson Focus,
“God made people,”
at the top of a piece
of butcher
paper. Have the child
ren glue the picture
s onto the
paper and hang it on
the wall.
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When you are ready to close this step, have
the children put away the activities and gather
into a big group. You could use this activity to
attract their attention. Divide the children into
four animal groups. Give each group a special
area to clean up.
Kangaroos, hop over to . . .
Fly like birds to . . .
Swim, little fish, to . . .
Roar like lions as you . . .
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4

Going Home with the Bible
The children will thank God for making them.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—PraisePac CD, CD player, Bible; optional:
handheld mirror or foil, glue stick, construction paper

If you are making the optional mirror, glue a piece of
foil to construction paper. Glue the dull side to the
paper so that the shiny side shows.
After cleaning up, have the children sit in a circle,
either on chairs or on a rug. Use this time to help the
children thank God for making people.
Show the children once again where Genesis 1:2631 is in the Bible. Over the past few weeks we have
learned that God made plants, seasons, and animals.
Today we learned that God made His special creation.
God made people. First He made a man. Then God
made a woman. They were called Adam and Eve.
God made all people. Each person is special. God
made each of you. You are all different. What are some
ways that you are different from each other? (The
children may talk about boys and girls, different-colored
hair, different eyes, or even the freckles some have.)
When it is your turn, tell us one thing about
yourself that you want to thank God for: It could be
your eyes, your ears, your hair, or even the freckles on
your nose. Give each child a turn to respond.
If you are using the mirror, pass it around the circle
now, giving each child a turn to look in the mirror.
Remind the children to tell one thing about themselves
for which they want to thank God.

Have a prayer time. Model the prayer first for the
children. Let’s thank God that He made people. When
it is your turn, say: God made people. God made my
_______________. Thank You, God. In Jesus’ name.
Amen. Give each child a chance to thank
God for making him or her special.
Finish by playing the song “God
Made It All” on the PraisePac CD in
your Creative Teaching Aids packet.

If You Have Extra Time
Your class has learned many things that God created. This
activity helps the children review God’s creative work.
Have the children sit in a circle to play a short ball
game. You will need a soft ball for this activity.
Our Bible story showed us that God made people.
We’ve also learned that God made plants, seasons,
and animals. Let’s play a game about what God made.
Roll the ball back and forth. When you catch the
ball, tell us one thing God made, then roll the ball to
someone else.
Be sure that each child has at least one turn
touching the ball. If the children repeat each other’s
answers, that is fine.

Time to Go Home

•  Let children draw their favorite animals or people until their parents pick
them up.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of the Lesson
Focus: God made people.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 6
NN Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 6
NN Projects made at centers
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Lesson 7

God Gives Food
Scripture: Exodus 16:11-18; Numbers 11:7-8
Lesson Focus: God gives us food.
Memory Verse: God will meet all your needs. Philippians 4:19

1

Getting Ready for the Bible

To help the children relate their own experiences with the Bible story of
God giving food, they will talk about food.
•   Opening Activity: Small paper bag and four pictures of food per child;
optional: play food
•   Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story Time: Exodus 16:11-18;
Numbers 11:7-8

3

The Bible and Me

4

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

The children will learn how God gave food to the Israelites.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 14 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•   Bible Story Review: Small crackers or paper squares; optional: plastic
sandwich bags
•   Bible Memory Verse: Seven magazine pictures of food, paper plate

To help the children understand that God gives us food, they will explore
activity centers.
•   Place Mat: Page for Lesson 7 (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It), crayons
or washable markers; optional: clear self-adhesive paper
•   Pretend Picnic: Tablecloth or blanket and toy dishes from the home living area
•   Make a Snack: Small rice cakes, honey or peanut butter, dried fruit, craft
sticks, napkins

Going Home with the Bible

 e children will thank God for giving them food.
Th
•  Bible; optional: snack from Step 3, My Sunday Pictures Lesson 7
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
About a month and a half after their exodus from
Egypt, the Israelites found themselves in the Wilderness
of Shur, a barren, waterless desert on the Sinai Peninsula
(Exod. 15:22). They stopped looking toward the land that
God had promised them and looked back at Egypt. They
reached the first of many crises and told Moses they were
not happy with him (Exod. 15:24).
God provided for their needs. He made the waters of
Marah sweet for drinking (Exod. 15:22-25). When they
complained about food (Exod. 16:3), God sent manna
and quail.
“Manna,” or “What is it?” was a flakelike substance
that was probably similar to white coriander seed. It
tasted like wafers made with honey. It could be boiled,

ground, or made into cakes. The manna fell at night. Six
mornings a week they were to gather one omer (about
two quarts) for each person. On Friday, a double portion
was gathered for the Sabbath. The manna fell every
morning, except on the weekly day of rest, until they
crossed the Jordan 40 years later (Josh. 5:12).
To provide meat, God sent quail, a migratory bird.
Quail, considered a delicacy by ancient peoples, travel in
vast numbers. Once they settle on the ground, they are
easily captured by hand. They probably were sent once as
a gift (Exod. 16:13-18), not daily as manna was. Quail are
also mentioned in Numbers 11. Two years after leaving
Egypt, God sent a plague with the quail to the people who
were tired of manna and craved meat (Num. 11:31-34).
Preschool – Lesson 1
7
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Teacher

Devotional
If someone asked you what you
needed each day, what would
you say?
In Exodus 16, God daily
cared for the Israelites by
sending manna for food. He
also used it to show them
when to take a day of rest.
The Israelites needed these
reminders to leave behind
their slave mentality and live as
God’s chosen people.
It is easy for us to become
slaves to our jobs, money, and
commitments. We also need
reminders that we are God’s
people through Jesus’ death
and resurrection.
Just as God daily cared for
the Israelites, He cares for you.
He gives you what you need,
even time to rest in Him.
Read John 5:32, 35, 48-51.
Our daily needs include food
and water, work, and rest.
However, Jesus reminds us that
He is the Bread of Life. He has
provided Himself for you. When
you fill your body with daily
food remember to make time
for your spiritual food. Feed on
Jesus, your Bread of Life.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Before class, cut out four pictures of food for each child. Ask a few children
to hide the pictures. They could hide play food from the home living area
instead of pictures. Please hide these pictures of food in our classroom.
You will hunt for them later. Helping you allows the children to be involved
in today’s Lesson Focus, God gives us food.

Projects

Set out pieces of paper and markers. Ask the children to use markers to
draw pictures of their favorite foods on a piece of paper. This drawing
project helps the children relate to today’s Bible story where God provided
food for the Israelites in the wilderness.

Table Play

In today’s Bible story, God provided food for the Israelites. Set out play
dough and toy plates. To help the children begin thinking about food, invite
them to create food out of the play dough.

Teacher Tip

Many preschoolers may think food just comes from a grocery store. Let
children know stores get fruits, vegetables, meat, and milk from different
farmers. God makes everything grow. Talk about how the food God provides
helps children grow strong and healthy.

Worship Time
You may want to have a short worship time
before beginning today’s lesson.
•  Have the children join you as a “train.” Take
the train to where you will have worship time.
•  Ask a child to collect any offerings children
brought. Dear God, these offerings are a way of
saying thank You for all You give us. Use them
to let others know about Your love. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
•  Teach the following song to the tune of “He’s
Got the Whole World in His Hands.”
God gives us everything we need;
thank You, God!
God gives us everything we need;
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thank You, God!
God gives us everything we
need; thank You, God!
He gives us all the things 		
we need.
You may want to add the
following verse: God gives us
food and water. If children
know the song well, divide them into two groups.
Have the first group sing the “God gives . . .” line.
The other group replies “thank You, God.”
•  Pray with your class. Dear God, thank You
for giving us good food to eat. We love You. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Lesson 7 Focus: God gives us food.

1

Getting Ready for the Bible
To help the children relate their own experiences with the Bible story
of God giving food, they will talk about food.
NN 

Materials: Paper bag and four pictures of food per child; optional: play food

Attention
Grabber
If the children need to be gathered
together into a group or you need
to focus their attention back to you,
ask them to silently do the following
finger play as you say the words.
Doing the actions as you say the
words will help the children know
what to do.
Hands up high,
Wave them all around.
Hands down low,
Put them on the ground.
Shake them, fold them,
And set them in your
lap.

Opening Activity
Hide the pictures before class if you did not have children hide the
pictures or play food during the Welcome Time Activities.
When the children are seated in a circle and ready to listen,
introduce the sorting activity. Sorting pictures and talking about
food helps the children begin to relate to the Bible story where God
gave the Israelites food in the wilderness.
Today we’re going to play a seeking game. Some pictures of
food have been hidden in the room. Can you please find them?
Give each child a small paper bag (such as a lunch bag). Look
around the room. When you find a picture, put it in your bag.
When you have found four pictures, you can sit on the floor. Give
the children time to find the pictures before gathering them back in
a circle. You may need to give the children “clues” to finding wellhidden pictures.
Take the pictures out of your bag. Look through your pictures.
What types of food did you find? (Give each child time to tell about
one picture he or she found.) Look through all of your pictures.
You may even want to sort them into piles of food you like and
foods you don’t like. Give children time to sort and talk about their
pictures as the children in the picture are doing. Hold up the picture
of the food you like the best. Have children hold up pictures. Put
your pictures back in your bag. Collect the bags or have the children
put them with their things to go home.
There are many kinds of food. We like some foods. We may not
like some foods. Let’s talk more about food.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time for
each child to say something. This gives every child
an opportunity to connect to the Bible story and
Lesson Focus, “God gives us food,” through his or
her own experience.

NNWhat is your favorite food? Children will have

a variety of answers. Give each child an opportunity
to name a food. Answers may range from macaroni
and cheese, hot dogs, and candy to bananas or
carrots.

NNWhere does food come from? This may be a

difficult question for the children. They may answer
the grocery store or my parents make it. Some
children may answer that it grows. “I don’t know”
is also an acceptable answer. See the Teacher Tip
on page 72 for help explaining where food comes
from.
We all need food. We get food from many
places but God made the plants and animals that
are food for us. Our Bible story tells us about
people who were very hungry. God knew they
were hungry. He gave them food to eat. As you
hear the story, listen for the foods they ate.

Preschool – Lesson 1
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2

Bible Story Time

Exodus 16:11-18; Numbers 11:7-8
The children will learn how God gave food to the Israelites.
Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 14, Bible, small
NN 
snack crackers* or paper squares; optional: plastic sandwich bags,
seven magazine pictures of food, paper plate

Bible Story

Fold Teaching Aid 14 on the dotted line and show
where indicated in the Bible story.
Make sure that the children are still gathered in
a group ready for the story. Have your Bible open to
Exodus 16 to begin. Today’s story comes from the
Bible. It is found in two books of the Bible called
Exodus and Numbers. (Show the children where
Exodus 16 is in your Bible. You may want to show
the children where Numbers is also. Keep your Bible
open to Exodus 16 as you tell the story. If you showed
the children the Book of Numbers, put a bookmark in
Numbers 11.)
The Bible tells us about some people named
the Israelites [IZZ-ree-ah-lights]. The Israelites were
traveling to a new land. They walked across a hot,
dry desert. (Stand up and walk in place. Pretend to
fan your face, then wipe your brow. Have the children
repeat your actions, then sit down.) They ate all the
food they had brought with them. (Have the children
pretend to eat and rub stomachs.) There was no food
around to eat. (Shake your head no.) The people
whined to Moses, their leader, “We’re hungry! We
want food to eat!” (Have children use whiny voices
to repeat the words, “We’re hungry! We want food to
eat!”) Moses didn’t have any food to give them. He
didn’t even have any for himself. (Shake heads no.)
God heard what the Israelites were saying. He
told Moses that He would give them food. He knew
that the people were hungry. He would give them
food to show that He was their God.
That night God sent some birds called quail.
Quail are small birds that people can eat. They
came and covered the land. (Show the picture with
the quail on it from Teaching Aid 14.) That night the
people ate quail meat for dinner. Their stomachs
were full. (Have
the children rub
their stomachs.)
It was good to eat
that food.
When the
people woke up
the next morning,
there were fine
Teaching Aid 14
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white flakes on the ground. (Show
the picture with manna from Teaching
Aid 14.) It looked like white crackers.
“What is this?” they asked Moses. He
said, “It is the bread God has given
you to eat. It is called manna.”
The people picked up the manna
and put it in their baskets. (Pretend to
pick up manna.) Some of the people
ground the manna. (Pretend to grind
by moving a fist against the palm of the
other hand.) Some people made cakes
with the manna. (Pat hands together as
if making a cake.) Some people cooked
the manna. (Pretend to stir something
in a pot.) Everyone had enough to eat.
Each morning the Israelites found
manna on the ground to gather. There
was enough food for that day. God
sent manna for the Israelites to eat
every morning until they got to their
new land. God gave the people food
to eat day by day. God gives us food.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What did the Israelites need? Food.
NN What foods did God send for them
to eat? Quail and manna.
NN What would you think if you woke
up and found crackers all over the
ground? Children may say that they
would be surprised, eat it, or they may
not know. Others may talk about it
being just like the Bible story.
NN Who gives us food? God gives us
food.

Lesson 7 Focus: God gives us food.

Bible Story Review Activity
You can use either small crackers* or paper squares for this activity. This dramatic play activity
reviews the Bible story where God fed the Israelites manna and quail.
Have the children sit around the table. Let’s pretend to be the Israelites. It’s evening. God
sent us food. He sent us quail. Can you pretend to catch quail? Have the children pretend to
chase a quail on the ground and catch it. Now it’s time to sit around the table and pretend
to go to sleep. Choose a child. Ask the rest of the children to put their heads on the table, as if
asleep. Have the child put a cracker or paper square near each “sleeping” child.
When all the crackers or paper squares are in place, have the child say, “Wake up. God
has given us food.” Have the children gather the cracker or paper square nearest them.
Continue until each child has a turn to put out crackers or paper squares while the rest of
the class is “sleeping.” Extra crackers can be sent home in
plastic sandwich bags.
*Check with parents for any food allergies students may have.

Bible Memory Verse
God will meet all your needs. Philippians 4:19
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they
will be able to understand and remember it. Have the
children do either the practice or the rhyme, or both.

Practice

Before beginning the activity, cut out seven pictures of food from an old magazine.
This week uses a movement and paper activity to introduce the verse to the children. Relating the
Bible verse to a movement and pictures will help preschoolers remember the verse. Put the paper
plate in front of you.
God gives us food. We need food. Our Bible verse talks about God giving us what we need.
Let’s say our verse together.
As the class says the verse, “God will meet all your needs” Philippians 4:19, put a food picture
on the plate for each word. Repeat the verse several times. Give each child a turn to put the pictures
on the plate as the words are said by the class. If you have a large class, do the activity in two groups,
with a helper leading one of the groups.

Bible Rhyme Time
The verse is found in the last line of the rhyme. Say the words and do the actions with the children.
When you feel they can do the actions on their own, try to clap a beat as the children speak. God
gave the Israelites food. God gives us food. Can you say our Bible rhyme with me?
Someone holds you when you’re afraid,
Someone feeds you every day,
(Wrap your arms around yourself.)
(Pretend to eat.)
For God will meet all your needs.
Someone teaches you to pray.
(Clap hands above your head.)
(Fold hands as if praying.)

Preschool – Lesson 7
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The Bible and Me
To help the children understand that God gives us food, they will explore activity
centers.
In today’s Bible story, your class learned that God gave food to the Israelites in the wilderness.
To help the children understand that God gives us food, choose one or more of the following
activities. Demonstrate each activity you have chosen before allowing the children to begin.
Make a Snack requires the most teacher supervision this week.
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When you are ready to close this step, have
the children clean up the activities and gather
into a big group. You may want to use this
cheer to help attract their attention.
Clean the table!
Clean the floor!
Pick up! Pick up!
More and more!

Lesson 7 Focus: God gives us food.

4

Going Home with the Bible
The children will thank God for giving them food.
NN Materials: Bible; optional: snack from Step 3

Show the children once again where Exodus 16 is in
the Bible. If you previously showed the children where
Numbers 11 is, review that also.
Today we learned about the Israelites. God sent
manna and quail to feed the Israelites. God gave them
food. What does God give us? (God gives us food.)
How does God give us food? (Children may answer
their parents, at the store, or they grow it.)
What are some foods you thank God for?
(Children will have a variety of favorite foods. They may
mention different fruits, snacks, and so on.)
When can you thank God for food? (Many
children will answer, at mealtimes. Try to show them
they can thank God at specific meals, snack times, or
even at bedtimes.) Choose a food you can thank God
for. Then think of a time during the week when you
will thank God for that food. Give the children time to
quietly think.
Let’s tell each other when we will thank God for
food during the week. Give each child an opportunity
to share when he or she will thank God for food. You
could model for the children. I will thank God for
giving me (a specific food like bananas) at (a special
time such as breakfast).
Let’s thank God together with a prayer. You may
want to teach the prayer on the Make-It/Take-It page:

For everything You’ve given me—
(Spread arms wide.)
Food to eat,
(Pretend to eat from your hand.)
Things to drink,
(Make a fist and pretend to drink.)
Thank You, God.
(Fold hands in prayer.)
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
This is a good Sunday to celebrate May birthdays.
Another activity is included if you talk about birthdays
once a quarter.
God gives us many things—even birthdays. Some
of you were born in May. Have each birthday child
stand next to you. ____ has a birthday this month.
He/She will be ____ years old! As a class, sing “Happy
Birthday” to each child. Finish with a prayer. Dear God,
thank You for (children’s names). We’re glad they are
in our Sunday school class. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
If you aren’t celebrating birthdays today, gather the
children in a circle. Have them roll a ball back and forth
to each other. When a child catches a ball, he or she
names a favorite food.

Time to Go Home

•  Until parents come to pick up the children, have the
children play with their pretend picnic.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her
of the Lesson Focus: God gives us food.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 7 and Family Card C
NN Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 7
NN Projects from centers
NN Lunch bags with food pictures
NN Bag of crackers
Preschool – Lesson 7
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Lesson 8

People Who Care
Scripture: 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27; 2:18-19, 26
Lesson Focus: God gives us people who care for us.
Memory Verse: God will meet all your needs. Philippians 4:19

1
2
3
4

TODAY IS
MOTHER’S DAY.

Some students may not
have a mother who is
present in their lives.
Adapt the lesson as needed
to fit the various
family situations in
your class.

Getting Ready for the Bible

To help children relate their own experiences with the Bible story, children
will act out ways people care for them.
•  Opening Activity: No materials needed
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story Time: 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27; 2:18-19, 26
The children will learn who cared for Samuel.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 13 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•  Bible Story Review: Teaching Aid 13 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

The Bible and Me

The children will use what they have learned in the Bible story, from
1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26, by exploring activity centers.
•   Mother’s Day Card: Page and stickers for Lesson 8 (from Preschool
Make-It/Take-It), crayons or washable markers
•  Care Relay: No materials needed
•   Tabernacle Building: Blocks, small figures of people, scraps of cloth

Going Home with the Bible

 e children will thank God for people who care for them.
Th
•  Lesson 7 pattern (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It), Bible, construction
paper, glue, crayons, My Sunday Pictures Lesson 8 and Family Card C
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
Elkanah [el-KAY-nuh] and Hannah lived in Ramah, a
town in the hill country of Ephraim. Three times a year
Elkanah would take his family to Shiloh, 16 miles east of
Ramah, to offer sacrifices and worship God according to
the requirements for Israelite men (Exod. 34:23; Deut.
16:16-17). Shiloh was where the tabernacle and the ark
of the covenant resided (Josh. 18:1; 1 Sam. 4:3-4).
After Samuel was born, Hannah stayed behind
while Elkanah made his yearly trips. She took care of
Samuel until he was weaned (1 Sam. 1:22). Children at
that time usually were breast-fed for about three years.
Before Samuel was born, Hannah made a vow to
God. If God would give her a son, she would dedicate
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his life to serving God (1 Sam. 1:11). This made the child
a Nazirite, a person dedicated to God (Num. 6:1-8).
When Samuel was brought to Shiloh to fulfill
Hannah’s vow, he was in the care of Eli, the chief priest.
Eli was also a leader of Israel for 40 years (1 Sam. 4:18).
While Samuel was under Eli’s care, Hannah
continued to show her love and care. Every year, on the
trip to Shiloh, Hannah would bring a new coat that she
had made for Samuel. This was a sleeveless, knee-length
coat worn under an ephod. An ephod was usually a hip
length, sleeveless pullover made from linen. It was worn
by those who served God at His sanctuary (1 Sam. 22:18;
2 Sam. 6:14).

Lesson 8 Focus: God gives us people who care for us.

Teacher

Devotional
When Hannah brought Samuel
to the tabernacle to serve God,
she trusted that he would be
cared for and loved. She knew
God would keep him in the
care of others like Eli.
God meets your needs by
giving you people who care for
you. Think about the people
God has given you in your life
to care for you. Take a moment
to thank God for those people.
The children in your
class need a caring, loving
environment just as Samuel
did. You have the blessing of
being one of the caring adults
in their lives. Each week, your
classroom can be an oasis of
love and care as you show
God’s love to your children.
Plan different ways you can
show love and care to these
children this week.
Pray for your students
this week and pray that the
children in your class will feel
loved within the walls of your
classroom.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Set out the blocks. Ask the children to create people shapes out of the
blocks. This activity helps them begin thinking about people. These
thoughts will help them relate to today’s Lesson Focus.

Projects

Bring in several articles of clothing. Let children sort them by type of
clothing, color, and size. Sorting the clothing will help them become
involved with today’s Bible story, where Hannah brought a new coat to
Samuel each year.

Table Play

Put the dolls, stuffed animals, blankets, and bottles in a corner. We will
learn about a boy who was cared for by different adults. Can you care for
the dolls and stuffed animals? Have the children care for the toys just as
the adults in today’s Bible story cared for Samuel.

Teacher Tip

Many preschoolers are cared for by adults other than parents throughout
the week. Become familiar with each child’s home situation and include
the different adults in their family when talking about home. Find out what
each child participates in during the week. When you talk about school or
other activities, mention the adults they are with during the week such as
grandparents, neighbors, and teachers who care for them.

Worship Time
Before you begin today’s lesson, you may want
to have a short worship time.
•  Have the children sit down in a circle. Let’s
worship God. Worship is one way we can tell
God how much we love Him.
•  Collect offerings. Giving offerings is one way
we worship God. Dear God, thank You for all
that You give us. These offerings are a way of
saying thank You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Review the following song to the tune of “He’s
Got the Whole World in His Hands” from last
week. Have the children clap as they sing.
God gives us everything we need;
thank You, God!

God gives us everything we
need; thank You, God!
God gives us everything we
need; thank You, God!
He gives us all the things
we need.
Make up additional verses
about people who care for us.
Some suggestions are: God gives us mommies
and daddies; God gives us friends and families.
•  Lead the children in a simple prayer. Dear
God, You gave us people who care for us. Thank
You for all You do for us. We love You. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
Preschool – Lesson 8
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1

Getting Ready for the Bible
To help children relate their own experiences with the Bible story,
children will act out ways people care for them.
NN Materials: None needed

Attention
Grabber
If you have not already gathered the
children into a group or you need
to focus their attention back to you,
ask them to silently do the following
finger play as you say the words.
Doing the actions as you say the
words will help the children know
what to do.
Hands up high,
Wave them all around.
Hands down low,
Put them on the ground.
Shake them, fold them,
And set them in
your lap.

Opening Activity
Once the children are seated in a circle and ready to listen, introduce
the pantomiming activity to begin a discussion about people who
care for them. Discussing caring people will help the children
understand the Bible story from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26
where caring adults raised Samuel.
Lots of people take care of us: mommies, daddies, grandmas
and grandpas, even babysitters and teachers. Let’s play a game
about how some of these people take care of us. First we’ll talk
about different ways a person cares for us. Then we’ll act out one
of those ways.
Mommies take care of us. How does a mommy take care of us?
(Encourage a variety of answers. These may include feeds me, ties
my shoes, loves me, holds me when I’m sick or scared, etc.) Show
me ways a mommy cares for you. Give the children time to act out
an idea like tying shoes. Ask the children to sit down.
Daddies take care of us. How does a daddy take care of us?
(Children will have many ideas. These could include he plays with
me, he keeps me safe, he makes my breakfast, and so forth.) Show
me ways a daddy cares for you. Again give the children time to act
out their ideas. Then ask the children to sit down.
If you have time, repeat the activity for grandparents, babysitters, and teachers. Grandparents may give children clothes, food,
and love. Babysitters may play with children, and teachers may care
for children by teaching.
Let’s talk more about the people who care for us.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time for
each child to say something. This gives every child
an opportunity to connect to the Bible story and
Lesson Focus through his or her own experience.
Sharing about people who care for you may help
the children begin the discussion.

NN

Who cares for you? Children will have a variety of
answers that may include parents, brothers or sisters,
other relatives, friends, babysitters, neighbors, and
other people they know. Be aware that the different
answers will reflect different family circumstances.
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NNHow do they care for you? Since preschoolers

are so dependent on others, you will get a large
variety of answers. Some will repeat answers from
the activity. Try to have each child give at least one
way they are cared for.
There are many different people who care for
us. Today we’re going to learn that God gives us
people who care for us. Our Bible story tells us
about a little boy who had people who cared for
him. As you hear the story, listen for the name of
the child and the people who took care of him.

Lesson 8 Focus: God gives us people who care for us.

2

Bible Story Time
1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27; 2:18-19, 26
The children will learn who cared for Samuel.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 13, Bible

Bible Story
The children should still be gathered in a group
ready for the story. Have your Bible open to 1
Samuel 1. Today’s story comes from the Bible. It
is found in the book of the Bible called 1 Samuel.
(Show the children where 1 Samuel is in your Bible.
Keep your Bible open to 1 Samuel 1 as you tell the
story.)
Long ago there lived a woman named
Hannah who prayed for a baby. (Pretend to rock
a baby. Have the children pretend to rock babies.)
Hannah promised God if He
gave her a baby boy, she would
have the boy serve God. God
heard her prayer and gave her
a baby boy named Samuel.
(Have the children repeat the
name Samuel.)
Hannah and her husband,
Elkanah [el-KAY-nuh], took
good care of Samuel. They
gave him food. (Pretend to eat.)
They gave him clothes to wear.
(Pretend to dress.) They loved
Teaching Aid 13
their baby very much.
Baby Samuel grew tall.
(Have children raise hands to show Samuel
growing.) One day he traveled with his family to
worship God. They probably had to travel for two
days to get to the place where they worshiped
God. (Have children pat their knees.) Elkanah,
Hannah, and Samuel worshiped God at the
tabernacle. The tabernacle [TAB-uhr-NACK-uhl]
was like a church building. This church building
was different from our church buildings. The
tabernacle was a very big tent. (Show Teaching
Aid 13 and point to the tabernacle.) Eli was a
priest. A priest was a man who worked for God.
(Point to Eli.) Eli lived by the tent and took care of
the tabernacle.
After Hannah, Elkanah, and Samuel were
done worshiping God, they introduced Samuel
to Eli. Hannah told Eli, “I prayed for a baby.
God heard my prayer, and He gave me this boy,

Samuel. I promised God Samuel
would help you in the tabernacle.”
Eli said, “Thank you. Samuel can
serve God and help me take care of
the tabernacle. I will take care of him
and help him learn more about God.”
So Samuel lived with Eli. He
helped Eli in the tabernacle. (Put
fingertips together to form a tent.) Eli
took care of Samuel and taught him
many things about God.
Samuel was happy. He grew
and grew. (Smile and raise hands for
growing.) Every year Hannah and
Elkanah would visit Samuel and give
him a new coat. Hannah made the
new coats for Samuel because she
loved him. It was one way that she
cared for Samuel.
God gave Samuel people to care
for him. His mother, Hannah, took
good care of him. Eli also took good
care of him. Just like Samuel, God
gives us people who care for us too.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What was the name of the baby God
gave Hannah? Samuel.
NN Who cared for Samuel? Hannah,
Elkanah, and Eli.
NN What did Samuel do in the
tabernacle? He helped Eli and learned
many things about God.
NN Who gives us people to care for us?
God gives us people who care for us.

Preschool – Lesson 8
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Bible Story Review Activity
Use this activity to further review today’s Bible story where Hannah, Elkanah,
and Eli took care of Samuel. Gather the children in a group to play a guessing
game to review the story.
Let’s play a game about our Bible story. I will give you a clue and do an
action. You tell me the answer. Here are clues and answers you can do. You
may want to point to part of the poster, Teaching Aid 13, to give the children
another clue.
There was a woman named Hannah who (Rock a baby.) Answer: prayed
for a baby.
Hannah gave Samuel (Pretend to eat.) Answer: food to
eat.
She also gave him (Pretend to dress.) Answer: clothes to
wear.
Baby Samuel grew (Raise your hands.) Answer: tall.
Samuel helped Eli at the (Put fingertips together.)
Answer: tabernacle.
God gave Samuel people to Answer: care for him.

Teaching Aid 13

Bible Memory Verse
God will meet all your needs. Philippians 4:19
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will
be able to understand and remember it. Have the children do
either the practice or the rhyme, or both.

Practice

God gave Samuel people to care for him. God gives us people who care for us. Our new Bible
verse tell us about that. Say the verse with the children.
This week uses a song to review the verse with the children. Putting the Bible verse to music helps
preschoolers remember the words. Teach the actions and the words to the children using the tune
“Looby Loo.”
God will meet all your needs.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
God will meet all your needs.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

God will meet all your needs.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
Philippians 4:19
(Hold hands open like a book.)

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse is found in the last line of the rhyme. Teach the words and actions a line at a time.
Have the children repeat each line back to you. Our Bible rhyme helps us remember our memory
verse from Philippians 4:19. Listen for the different ways God gives us what we need.
Someone feeds you every day.
(Pretend to eat.)
Someone teaches you to pray.
(Fold hands as if praying.)
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Someone holds you when you’re afraid.
(Wrap your arms around yourself.)
For God will meet all your needs.
(Clap hands above your head.)

Lesson 8 Focus: God gives us people who care for us.
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The Bible and Me
The children will use what they have learned in the Bible story,
from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26 by exploring activity centers.
In today’s Bible story, your class learned that different people cared for Samuel. To help children
understand that God gives us people who care for us, choose one or more of the following
activities. Before you let the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you have
chosen. The Care Relay requires the most teacher supervision this week.
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When you are ready to close this step, have
the children clean up the activities and gather
into a big group. You may want to use this
cheer to help attract their attention.
Clean the table!
Clean the floor!
Pick up! Pick up!
More and more!
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83

Lesson 8 Focus: God gives us people who care for us.

4

Going Home with the Bible
The children will thank God for people who care for them.
NN Materials: Make-It/Take-It Lesson 8 pattern, Bible, construction paper, glue,
crayons

Before class, remove the Lesson 8 pattern, page 31,
from the Make-It/Take-It books. Glue a pattern in the
center of each sheet of construction
paper.
After cleaning up, have the children
sit in chairs around the table. Use this
time to help the children thank God for
people who care for them. Show the
children once again where 1 Samuel is in
the Bible.
In today’s Bible story, Hannah and
Elkanah took care of Samuel. When he was older,
Samuel stayed at the tabernacle to serve God. Eli took
care of him there. God gave Samuel people who cared
for him.
God gives us people who care for us. Who are
some of the people God gives us who care for us? (The
children will probably have many different answers,
depending on each one’s circumstances. These answers
may include parents, grandparents, teachers, and babysitters.)
Show the children one of the pieces of paper on
which you have glued a Make-It/Take-It pattern. This
child is praying. We can pray too. When we pray, we
can thank God for the people He gives us to take care
of us. Think of the people who care for you. Give each
child a piece of paper with a pattern glued to it and a
crayon. Draw a picture of someone who cares for you
on the piece of paper. Give the children time to draw

their pictures. Younger children will draw one person.
If you have older preschoolers, have them draw more
people who care for them.
Gather the children in a circle. Be sure that each
child has his or her drawing at the circle. Let’s thank
God for giving us people who care for us. Choose
one person on your picture to pray about. Model
the prayer time by going first. Thank You, God, for
giving me __________ to care for me. In Jesus’ name.
Amen. Give each child an opportunity to thank God for
someone who cares for him/her.

If You Have Extra Time
Today is Mother’s Day. Mothers and other significant
females are special people who care for the children in
your class. Let the children draw a special picture as a
Mother’s Day present.
Set out crayons and drawing paper at the table. God
gives us people who care for us. Today is Mother’s
Day. Mothers and grandmothers are people who care
for us. On your piece of paper, draw a picture of your
mother. If children are hesitant to draw a picture of
their mother, have them draw a picture they think their
mother would like. If a child doesn’t live with a mother,
he or she could draw a picture of a grandmother, foster
mother, or other significant woman.

Time to Go Home

•  Until parents come to pick up their children, have the
children play with the tabernacle built out of blocks and the
figures of people.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of
the Lesson Focus: God gives us people who care for us.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 8
NN Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 8
NN Prayer sheets
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Lesson 9

Water to Drink
Scripture: Exodus 17:1-6
Lesson Focus: God gives us water.
Memory Verse: God will meet all your needs. Philippians 4:19

1
2
3
4

Getting Ready for the Bible

To help children relate their own experiences to the Bible story from
Exodus 17:1-6, they will do an activity and talk about being thirsty.
•   Opening Activity: Paper cups, a rock, and a stick
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story Time: Exodus 17:1-6

The children will hear how God gave the Israelites water.
•   Bible Story: Teaching Aid 15 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•  Bible Story Review: No materials needed
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

The Bible and Me

To help them begin to understand that God gives us water, children will
explore activity centers.
•  Bible Coloring Page: Page for Lesson 9 (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It),
crayons or washable markers
•   Water Exploration: Dishpan, water, different sizes of containers
•   Balancing Water Cups: Masking tape, paper cups half filled with water

Going Home with the Bible

The children will make cups to help them remember that God gives us
water.
•  Bible, paper cups or pieces of blue construction paper, washable markers,
stickers, My Sunday Pictures Lesson 9
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
The Israelites wandered from the plateau of the
Wilderness of Sin to the Valley of Rephidim (Exod. 17:1).
This may be what is called Wadi Feiran today. While the
exact location is unknown, it is thought that it was in the
southern part of the Sinai Peninsula.
When the Israelites could not find water, their
unbelief even caused them to question God’s
faithfulness. They wondered if God was really among
them (Exod. 17:7).
God told Moses to strike the rock on or near a
mountain called Horeb, or Sinai. Moses had previously
encountered the burning bush at Horeb (Exod. 3:1).
This incident is different from the one recorded
in Numbers 20:8-13. The second incident occurred 40

years later and was an act of disobedience by Moses. At
that time God’s instructions were not to hit the rock, but
to speak to it.
Some people have tried to say that water came from
the rock in a natural way, because there are limestone
rocks in the area with water behind them. A blow from
a hard object could shatter a rock. The result would be
water pouring out of the rock. Even if that were the case,
it would take a miracle to provide enough water for over
a million people!
The event of God provision was celebrated later (Ps.
78:15-16; 105:41; 114:8). Moses, however, named the site
Massah, meaning “testing,” and Meribah, which means
“quarreling.”
Preschool – Lesson 9
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Teacher

Devotional
In Exodus 17:1-6, God gives
the Israelites water in an
unusual way. He quenched
their thirst from a rock. He used
Moses, a rock, and a staff to do
this.
Read John 4:13-14. Jesus
talks about “living water.”
Reflect on the ways God’s living
water quenches your thirst for
spiritual truth.
As a teacher, you have
volunteered to be used by God,
just as God used Moses. You
are leading a young group of
children closer to Him. Through
your actions, His Word, and
activities, His spring of living
water will begin to quench
their thirst for eternity.
Think of different ways you
can continue to quench your
thirst by drinking of God’s
living water. Maybe you can
memorize a Bible verse, listen
to a song that speaks of God’s
love, or pray continually
throughout your day.
This week, pray for new eyes
to see how God gives you and
the children in your class His
living water.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Set up a water table by filling a dishpan with two inches of water. Invite
children to play with different containers in the water. This activity helps
them understand the water God gave the people in today’s Bible story. This
activity should be closely supervised.

Projects

Set out glue sticks, old magazines, and a length of butcher paper. Ask
children to create a water mural by gluing pictures of water to the paper.
This craft will help the children begin to think about the water in the Bible
story.

Table Play

Preschoolers like to play in water puddles. Lay a doll blanket on the floor
as a pretend puddle. Let children try to hop, jump, and walk across the
“puddle.” This activity helps them relate to the Lesson Focus, God gives us
water.

Teacher Tip

Preschoolers not only need water, they love to play in water. Always
supervise water play. Do water play outside, if possible. Put towels around
and under tubs of water. Have children roll up their sleeves and use plastic
aprons. Demonstrate how to keep water toys over the water. Keep extra
towels and mops nearby. Remember that water dries. Even if there is a
mess, it will dry.

Worship Time
You may want to have a short worship time
before beginning today’s lesson.
•  Have the children sit in a circle. When we
worship God, we sing, pray, and tell Him how
much we love Him.
•  Have a child collect the offering. Dear God,
thank You for all You give us. These offerings
are one way we can tell You that we love You.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Sing the following words to the tune of “The
Farmer in the Dell.” Sing one line at a time. Have
the children repeat what you sing.
Verse 1: I’m glad God gives to me
A home where I can play.
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I’ll thank Him for my family
That cares for me each day.
Verse 2: I’m glad God gives
to me
Good water to drink each
day.
I’ll thank Him for the gifts
He gives
Each time I sing or pray.
•  Thank God for giving us what we need. Dear
God, we know that You give us people to care
for us. You also give us good food to eat and
water to drink. Thank You for caring for us. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Lesson 9 Focus: God gives us water.

1

Getting Ready for the Bible
To help children relate their own experiences to the Bible story from
Exodus 17:1-6, they will do an activity and talk about being thirsty.
NN Materials: Paper cups, a rock, a stick

Attention
Grabber

If you have not already gathered the
children into a group or you need
to focus their attention back to you,
ask them to silently do the following
finger play as you say the words.
Doing the actions as you say the
words will help the children know
what to do.
Hands up high,
Wave them all around.
Hands down low,
Put them on the ground.
Shake them, fold them,
And set them in
your lap.

Opening Activity
Before class, set the paper cups and rock on the table. If you don’t
have these items, pretend they are at each stop. Carry the stick with
you.
When the children are seated in a circle and ready to listen,
introduce the activity. Doing an activity and talking about being
thirsty helps the children begin to relate to the Bible story from
Exodus 17:1-6.
Today we’re going to play a pretending game. Follow me
around the room. I’m going to use this stick to help me walk. Have
the children line up behind you. The more you can dramatize your
words, the easier the children will pretend.
Let’s pretend it’s a very hot day. We’ve been playing at the
playground, and we’re very thirsty. Follow me as we look for some
water. Have children follow you as you walk around the room.
Stop by the rock and paper cups set on the table. Look! Here
are some cups. There must be water here. I’m thirsty. Are you?
(Have the children nod yes.) I see a rock. Let me squeeze the rock to
put water in the cups so we can get a drink. (Pretend to squeeze the
rock.) Did that work? (No) What if you try? Let a few volunteers try
to squeeze water from the rock.
I’m getting more thirsty. Let’s keep looking. (Walk around the
room and stop at the table again.) I know! I can hit the rock with a
stick. Will that work? (Accept the children’s predictions.) (Hit the
rock with the stick. Have the children watch what happens.)
Let’s sit back down. Lead the children back to a circle. You did
a good job pretending. We couldn’t get any water from the rock.
Where could we get water? (Let the children give their own ideas.
Accept all of them, no matter how outlandish they seem.) Let’s talk
about water.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time for
each child to say something. This gives every child
an opportunity to connect to the Bible story and
Lesson Focus through his or her own experience.

NNWhat things can you do with water? Children
will probably mention drink, swim, bathe, play, go
to a water park, and so forth.

NNWho needs water? Let children give a variety of
answers. Some may talk about people, plants, and
animals.

When we’re thirsty, we need water. Today
we’re going to learn that God gives us water. Our
Bible story tells us about many people who were
thirsty. God told Moses to do something so they
would know God could give them water to drink.
As you hear the story, listen for what God told
Moses to do.
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2

Bible Story Time
Exodus 17:1-6
The children will hear how God gave the Israelites water.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 15, Bible

Bible Story
Before telling the Bible story, assemble Teaching Aid
15 as indicated on the back of the poster.
The children should still be seated in a circle
ready for the story. Open your Bible to Exodus 17 to
begin. Our story today comes from the Bible. It is
in the book of the Bible called Exodus. (Show the
children where Exodus 17 is in your Bible. Keep your
Bible open to Exodus
17 as you tell the
story.)
The Bible tells
us about the people
called the Israelites.
God loved the
Israelites. He
wanted them to live
Teaching Aid 15
in a special place.
The Israelites had to
leave the land of Egypt where they lived. They had
to walk for many days to get to this new land.
God gave the Israelites a leader named Moses.
Moses led the way from Egypt to the new land.
The Israelites had to walk across dry, hot
ground. This land was a desert. A desert has very
little water. The sun shines most of the day. It can
be very hot.
One night the Israelites were very hot and
very thirsty from walking all day. (Put hand on
forehead.) They wanted something to drink.
(Pretend to drink from a cup.) But there was
nothing to drink. (Shake head no.) Not even a drop
of water. This made the people very angry. Some of
the Israelites wanted to go back to Egypt.
(Use an angry voice.) The angry people told
Moses, “We’re thirsty. Give us water to drink.”
The Bible tells us that Moses asked them, “Why
are you mad at me? Why are you angry at God?”
But the Israelites wouldn’t answer Moses.
They just complained even more. (Use a whiney
voice and put your hands on your hips.) “We should
have stayed in Egypt. We are going to die out here
without water.”
So Moses prayed to God. (Fold hands as if
praying.) Moses was afraid that the people would
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try to hurt him if they did not have
water soon.
God told Moses to take his
walking stick and walk ahead of the
people. He was to take some of the
other leaders and go to a certain rock.
God said, “I will be with you. Hit the
rock and water will come out.”
So Moses and some of the people
found the rock. (Show the poster.)
Moses hit the rock with his stick.
(Bring the bottom of the water strip
forward through Slit A; slowly pull it
down and back through Slit B.) Out
came water! God made the water
come out of the rock so the Israelites
could have the water they needed.
The people drank and drank
until they weren’t thirsty. (Have your
children pretend to drink and say “glug,
glug.”) God gave the Israelites water.
God gives us water.

Bible Story
Questions
NN Who did God use to give the
Israelites water? Moses.
NN What did God ask Moses to do with
his stick? Hit the rock.
NN How did the Israelites feel when
they didn’t have water? Let the
children give a variety of answers.
They may say they were angry and
complaining.
NN Who gives us water? God gives us
water.

Lesson 9 Focus: God gives us water.

Bible Story Review Activity
This finger play reviews the Bible story from Exodus 17:1-6. Be sure all the children are sitting in
a circle so they can see you. Teach the following finger play to your class to help review the Bible
story. You may want to teach a line with the actions and have the children repeat it back to you.
The Israelites walked and walked.
(Walk in place.)
Through the hot, dry desert.
(Wipe forehead as if hot.)
Though they were very thirsty,
(Put fingers by throat.)
There was not a drop to drink.
(Shake head no.)
God told Moses to hit a rock.
(Hit open palm with fist.)
And water came out for all to drink.
(Pretend to drink.)
Repeat the finger rhyme to help the children learn the actions
and words. To extend the activity, say each line without the action.
Pause after each line. Challenge the children to do the action that
matches the words you said.

Bible Memory Verse
God will meet all your needs. Philippians 4:19
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will
be able to understand and remember it. Have the children
do either the practice or the rhyme, or both.

Practice

In this week’s practice, children move to different parts of the room as they practice the verse. This
movement will help them remember the verse.
Let’s pretend to be the Israelites traveling to a new land. God sent quail. Let’s say our Bible
verse together as we pretend to catch the quail. (Bend down as you say the verse.)
Now we can travel some more. (Walk the class to the other side of the room.) Every day God sent
manna to eat. Say our verse with me as we pretend to put manna in a basket. (Crouch down and
move your arms as if picking something up from the ground while saying the verse.)
We have to keep traveling. (Go back to where you told the Bible story.) God gave us water to
drink. Let’s say our verse one last time. (Have the children sit down and pretend to drink.)

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse is in the last line of the rhyme. Review the words and actions with the children. Once
the children have remembered the rhyme, you may want to make a train. Walk around the room
repeating the verse over and over. God gave the Israelites water to drink. He gives us water too.
Can you say our Bible rhyme with me?
Someone feeds you every day,
(Pretend to eat.)
Someone teaches you to pray,
(Fold hands as if praying.)

Someone holds you when you’re afraid,
(Wrap your arms around yourself.)
For God will meet all your needs.
(Clap hands above your head.)
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3

The Bible and Me
To help them begin to understand that God gives us water,
children will explore activity centers.
Today’s story from Exodus 17:1-6 taught your class that God gave the Israelites water in the
wilderness. To help the children learn that God gives us water, choose one or more of the
following activities. Before you let the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you
have chosen. This week the Water Exploration requires the most teacher supervision.
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When you are ready to close this step, have
the children clean up the activities and gather
into a big group. You may want to use this
cheer to help attract their attention.
Clean the table!
Clean the floor!
Pick up! Pick up!
More and more!

Lesson 9 Focus: God gives us water.

4

Going Home with the Bible
The children will make cups to help them remember that God gives us water.
NN Materials: Bible, paper cups or pieces of blue construction paper, washable
markers, stickers

If you are using paper instead of cups, write the Lesson
Focus, “God gives us water,” on each piece.
After cleaning up, have the children sit on chairs
at a table. Use this time to help children remember
that God gives us water. Show the children once again
where Exodus 17 is in the Bible.
In today’s Bible story, the Israelites needed water.
God had Moses hit a rock with his stick. Water came
out of the rock.
We need water too. What do we do with water?
(Expect the children to answer the different things
mentioned in class. These may be drinking, playing,
washing, and so forth.) Who gives us water? (God gives
us water.)
Hold up a cup or piece of paper. What do you do
with a cup? (Drink) Today we’re going to decorate
cups (or papers) to take home. Where could you put
your cup (or paper) to help you remember that God
gives us water? (Have children answer from their own
home settings. They could put their cup in their room,
next to their bed, in the kitchen, in the bathroom.) As
you decorate your cup (or paper), think of a place
where you can set it to help you remember that God
gives us water. Give children time to decorate the cups
or papers with markers and stickers. Have them plan
where they will put their cups as a reminder that God
gives us water.
Gather the children back together away from the
table. Have the children share where they will put their

reminder cups. You may want to model this time by
going first. I’m going to put my cup _________ to help
me remember that God gives us water. Give each child
an opportunity to share his or her plan.
Close with a short prayer: Dear God, Help us
remember that You give us the water we need. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
Singing a song from the PraisePac CD
will reinforce today’s Lesson Focus,
“God gives us water.” Have the children
learn a sign as they listen to the song
“God Will Take Care of Me” from the
PraisePac CD found in your Creative
Teaching Aids packet.
God gives us what we need: people who care for
us, food, and water. Let me teach you a special action
for the word “God.” Teach them to do the American
Sign Language sign for the name God. Point with your
index finger of your right hand. Move that hand up and
then back down. Each time you hear the word “God,”
make that sign. As you play the song, do the action
yourself. Encourage the children to sing along if they
have learned the words.

Time to Go Home

•  Until parents come to pick up the children, let the children
continue to play on the “balance beam.”
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of the
Lesson Focus: God gives us water.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 9
NN Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 9

Preschool – Lesson 9
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Lesson 10

God Gives
Scripture: Genesis 1:29; 2:8-10, 15, 18; 3:20-21
Lesson Focus: God gives us what we need.
Memory Verse: God will meet all your needs. Philippians 4:19

1

Getting Ready for the Bible

To help the children connect their own experiences to the Bible story of God
providing for our needs (Gen. 1, 2, and 3), they will talk about what they need.
•  Opening Activity: Teaching Aid 2 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story Time: Genesis 1:29; 2:8-10, 15,
18; 3:20-21

3

The Bible and Me

4

The children will discover how God met Adam and Eve’s needs.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 16 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible,
flannel board
•  Bible Story Review: Teaching Aid 16 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

 o help the children understand that God gives us what we need, they will
T
explore activity centers.
•  
Card to Color: Page for Lesson 10 (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It),
crayons; optional: glue, green paper scraps
•  
Play Shopping: Play food, empty food containers, grocery bags, clothes
from the home living area
•  Bible Figures Stories: Teaching Aid 16 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids), flannel board

Going Home with the Bible

The children will show they are glad God gives them what they need.
•  Teaching Aid 16 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), flannel board,
Bible, My Sunday Pictures Lesson 10
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
When God made the world, He not only thought of
everything people could possibly need, He also provided
everything they needed.
In the beautiful Garden of Eden, plants and trees
provided food. Rivers flowed through the garden to
provide water so living things could grow and thrive.
God gave Adam work to do. He put Adam in charge
of the garden and the animals. The Wycliffe Bible
Commentary states, “Man’s work in that garden was to
exercise dominion while serving—a good combination.”
God also gave Adam some rules so that he would know
how to live happily, as well as the freedom to make
choices.
God provided for Adam’s emotional needs for love
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and companionship along with his mental, physical, and
spiritual needs. Knowing that Adam would be lonely by
himself, God created a “suitable helper” (Gen. 2:20-23).
This phrase more literally means “a help as opposite him.”
In most parts of the Old Testament, the same word for
“helper” is applied to the Lord (Ps. 33:20). The man and
woman complemented and completed each other.
The woman was formed from a part of Adam himself.
She was fully a part of the human race God had started.
She, along with Adam, bore the image of God (Gen. 1:27).
God later blessed Adam and Eve with several children.
God loved Adam and Eve even when their world
was no longer perfect. While He was saddened by their
disobedience, God continued to provide for their needs.

Lesson 10 Focus: God gives us what we need.

Teacher

Devotional
Read Genesis 1:29; 2:8-10, 15,
18; 3:20-21. Genesis 1 reminds
us that God made the world for
Adam and Eve before He made
them. Through His creative
work, God also provided for
their needs.
God also knew our needs
before we were born. He daily
meets your physical, emotional,
and spiritual needs—often
before you even are aware of
the need.
As a Sunday school teacher
you prepare for your children
before you know who will be in
your classroom. You try to think
ahead and meet children’s
physical, emotional, and
spiritual needs during the time
they are in your care.
Think about some specific
needs of the children in your
classroom. Ask God to help you
know how to respond well and
also be aware of needs you are
not yet recognizing.
He knows what you need. Go
ahead, ask Him, and be ready
to receive all you need.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Set out rhythm instruments. Play the Unit 9 song on the
PraisePac CD. Let children play and sing to the music. This
song will begin to get the children involved in the concept
of God filling our needs.

Projects

Have the children take care of baby dolls in the home living area using
clothes, blankets, and bottles. Through this dramatic play, the children will
take care of the dolls’ needs. This helps them relate to the Bible story when
God provided for Adam and Eve’s needs.

Table Play

Have children draw a picture of what they had for breakfast. We need food.
We know God gives us food. Making a connection between what they
had for breakfast and what is talked about in Sunday school will give the
children an understanding of the Lesson Focus.

Teacher Tip

Your children may not completely understand how God provides for their
needs such as a home, food, and love, but they can thank Him for all they
have. Thank God throughout the lesson for items that meet children’s
needs during class. Talk about how God provides water when they’re thirsty
and a sweater when they’re cold.

Worship Time
You may want to have a short
worship time before you begin
today’s lesson.
•  Gather the children for worship
by playing the song “God Will Take
Care of Me” on the PraisePac CD from
the Creative Teaching Aids packet. Have them sit
in a circle, either on a rug or in chairs.
•  Pass the offering container to the children who
brought offerings. Pray a prayer of thanks. Dear
God, You give us so many things. We give You
this money as a way of thanking You. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
•  Let the children “lead” part of today’s worship

time. Have them choose
their favorite songs to sing
from the quarter. If they
do not have any ideas,
you could use the song on
pages 72 and 79. Children
could make up their own
verses to sing about how
God gives us what we need.
•  Lead the children in a short prayer. Dear God,
You give us all the things we need. We have
food, clothes, water, and people who care for
us. Thank You for all of these special things. We
love You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Preschool – Lesson 10
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1

Getting Ready for the Bible
To help the children connect their own experiences to the Bible story of God
providing for our needs (Gen. 1, 2, and 3), they will talk about what they need.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 2

Attention
Grabber
If the children need to be gathered
together into a group or you need
to focus their attention back to you,
ask them to silently do the following
finger play as you say the words.
Doing the actions as you say the
words will help the children know
what to do.
Hands up high,
Wave them all around.
Hands down low,
Put them on the ground.
Shake them, fold them,
And set them in
your lap.

Opening Activity
When the children are seated in a circle
and ready to listen, introduce the puppet
and discussion of needs. Interacting with a
puppet and talking of their own needs helps
the children relate to today’s Bible story
when God provides for the needs of Adam
and Eve.
(Set the Shaggy Donkey puppet, Teaching
Aid 2, on your arm.) Shaggy came to visit
us today. He looks really great, doesn’t he?
Teaching Aid 2
That’s because Shaggy gets the things he
needs to live, grow, and be happy.
What do you think Shaggy eats? (Hay and water.) Is that right,
Shaggy? (Have Shaggy nod.) Shaggy likes special treats just like
we do, but he doesn’t need them. Shaggy needs food and water to
grow big and strong.
Shaggy also needs a place to rest. Where do you think Shaggy
sleeps? (In a stable.) Is that right, Shaggy? (Have Shaggy nod.)
Shaggy sleeps in his home, a stable. That’s where he rests and
sleeps.
Shaggy also needs to feel loved. Shaggy’s family helps him feel
loved. His family and owner take care of Shaggy. They give him
what he needs. (Set Shaggy to the side as you begin the next part of
the lesson.)
We learned that Shaggy needs some things to live, grow, and
be happy. He needs food, water, a place to rest, and someone to
take care of him. We also need some things for us to live, grow, and
be happy. Let’s talk about things that we need.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time
for each child to say something. This gives every
child an opportunity to connect to the Bible story
and Lesson Focus, “God gives us what we need,”
through his or her own experience.

NN

What things do you need to live, grow, and
be happy? Most children will talk about things they
want such as a new toy. Others may talk about the
same needs Shaggy has. As they talk, try to get the
children to think about what they really need to be
healthy and happy such as different foods and water.
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NNWho gives you the things you need? Children
this age are very dependent on others to provide
their needs. They will probably talk about parents,
grandparents, or caregivers giving them what they
need.

We need many things to live, grow, and be
happy. Many people give us what we need. Today
we are learning that God gives us what we need.
Our Bible story tells us about two people. God
made a special place for them and gave them
everything they needed to live. As you hear the
story, listen for the names of these two people.

Lesson 10 Focus: God gives us what we need.

2

Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:29; 2:8-10, 15, 18; 3:20-21
The children will discover how God met Adam and Eve’s needs.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 16, Bible, flannel board

Bible Story
Before telling the story, punch out the Bible figures
from Teaching Aid 16. Add velcro, found in your
teaching aids packet, to the back of the figures. Put
the figures in the order you will use them.
Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Our story today
comes from the Bible. It is found in the book of
the Bible called Genesis. Show the children where
Genesis 1 is in
your Bible. Keep
your Bible open to
Genesis 1 as you
tell the story.
The Bible
tells us about the
first people that
God made. (Place
Teaching Aid 16
Adam, Figure 1, on
the flannel board.)
This is Adam. Adam was the first person that God
made. God also made the garden where Adam
lived. This garden was called the Garden of Eden.
(Place the trees, Figure 2, and the grapevines,
Figure 3, on the left side of the flannel board.) The
garden was full of many wonderful plants for Adam
to eat and enjoy. Some of the plants were very big
trees. (Have the children raise their arms over their
heads.) Some of the plants were very small bushes.
(Have the children put their hands down low.)
Some of the trees and bushes had good fruit on
them. God told Adam, “I give you every plant and
tree with seeds. They will be your food.” Crunch,
crunch. (Pretend to bite into a piece of food.) Adam
could eat the fruit whenever he was hungry. God
gave Adam the food he needed to live and be strong.
(Place the river, Figure 4, on the right side of the
board.) Ripple, ripple, ripple. (Have the children
repeat “ripple, ripple, ripple” and move their hands
as if water is flowing.) A river flowed through the
Garden of Eden. Ripple, ripple, ripple. The water
in the river was clean, fresh, and good to drink.
Sip, sip, sip. (Have children repeat “sip, sip, sip” and
pretend to drink from a glass.) Adam could drink the
water from the river when he was thirsty. He could
use the water from the river to wash when he was

dirty. God gave Adam the water he
needed.
Adam had the food he needed to
eat and the water he needed to drink.
But he was all alone. He needed
something else.
God said, “It is not good for Adam
to be alone. I will make a helper who
is just right for him.” So God made
another person. (Place Eve, Figure
5, on the board next to Adam.) Her
name was Eve. Eve would be able to
help Adam. Adam had the friend he
needed to help him in the garden.
God gave Adam the person he
needed to love him.
God gave Adam and Eve food to
eat. (Pretend to eat.) He gave Adam
and Eve water to drink. (Pretend to
drink.) God also gave Adam a friend
named Eve.
Later, when Adam and Eve left the
garden, God also gave them special
clothes.
God gave Adam and Eve what
they needed. We need things like
food, water, people, and clothes too.
God gives us what we need.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What were the names of the two
people who lived in the garden?
Adam and Eve.
NN What did God give Adam and Eve?
Food, water, clothes.
NN Besides food and water, how did God
give Adam what he needed? God made
another person. He made Eve.
NN Who gives us what we need? God
gives us what we need.

Preschool – Lesson 10

95

Lesson 10 Focus: God gives us what we need.

Bible Story Review Activity
You can use this activity to further review the Bible story from Genesis 1:29; 2:8-10, 15, 18; 3:2021. Ask the children to put their heads down. Hide the Bible figures from Teaching Aid 16 in the
room. Then have the children uncover their eyes.
I hid the Bible figures around the room. Can you find the figures and bring them back?
Then we can play a game of “Show Me.” Have the children find the figures.
Gather the children back into a circle. If you have the figure I am talking about, put it on
the flannel board.
Show me something God gave for food.
(The trees and the grapevines, Figures 2 and 3.)
Show me something God gave to drink.
(The river, Figure 4.)
Show me who God gave Adam as a friend.
(Eve, Figure 5.)
Show me who God gave Eve as a friend.
(Adam, Figure 1.)
Repeat the activity until all the children
have found and shown a figure.

Bible Memory Verse
God will meet all your needs. Philippians 4:19
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will
be able to understand and remember it. Have the children do
either the practice or the rhyme, or both.

Practice

We have learned that God gives us what we need: people
who care for us, food, water, and everything else. Our Bible verse tells us that. Say our verse
with me. Say the verse with the children.
As a final review of the unit verse, sing the following words to the tune of “Looby Loo.” This is the
same song that was taught in Lesson 7. The musical setting will help your preschoolers remember
the words.
God will meet all your needs.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
God will meet all your needs.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

God will meet all your needs.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
Philippians 4:19
(Hold hands open like a book.)

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse is in the last line of the rhyme. Have the children review the rhyme by echoing each
line back to you. This week say the rhyme while curled in a ball one time, standing up the second
time, and sitting a third time. God gave Adam and Eve what they needed. God gives us what we
need. Say our Bible rhyme with me.
Someone feeds you every day,
(Pretend to eat.)
Someone teaches you to pray,
(Fold hands as if praying.)
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Someone holds you when you’re afraid,
(Wrap your arms around yourself.)
For God will meet all your needs.
(Clap hands above your head.)

Lesson 10 Focus: God gives us what we need.

3

The Bible and Me
To help the children understand that God gives us what we need, they will explore
activity centers.
In today’s Bible story, your class learned that God gave Adam and Eve all they needed. To help
the children relate the Bible story to how God provides for their needs, choose one or more of the
following activities. Demonstrate each activity you have chosen before letting the children begin.
This week Play Shopping requires the most teacher supervision.
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When you are ready to close this step, have
the children clean up the activities and gather
into a big group. You may want to use this
cheer to help attract their attention.
Clean the table!
Clean the floor!
Pick up! Pick up!
More and more!
Preschool – Lesson 10
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Going Home with the Bible
The children will show they are glad God gives them what they need.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 16, flannel board, Bible

After cleaning up,
have the children sit
in a circle either on
chairs or on a rug.
Show the children
once again where
Genesis 1 is in the
Bible. (Put Adam,
Teaching Aid 16
Figure 1, on the
board.) In today’s
Bible story, we learned that God gave Adam and Eve
everything they needed. What did God give Adam?
(Put the figures on the board as the children name them:
plants, the river, and Eve. Remove the figures.) God gave
food, water, and Eve to Adam. God gave Adam what
he needed.
What did God give Eve? (Again put the figures on
the board as the children name them: the plants, the
river, and Adam.) God gave food, water, and Adam to
Eve. God gave Eve what she needed.
We need things too. Who gives us what we need?
(God gives us what we need.) God does give us what
we need. What are some things you think we need?
(Children will probably respond with answers such as
food, water, family, and friends. Accept other answers
the children give if they deal with needs instead of
wants.)
Think of one thing you need that you are glad God
has given you. Let children think.

After each child shares something they are glad
God has given him or her, all the children should
respond in a cheer. Let’s show God we’re glad He gives
us what we need. When it is your turn, stand up and
shout, “God gives me _________.” The rest of us will
cheer, “Thank You, God!” You may want to go first to
model the activity. Allow enough time for each child to
have a turn. After the last cheer, let the class conclude
with “God gives us what we need.”

If You Have Extra Time
Play this game to tie into the Lesson Focus, “God gives
us what we need.” Children act out what God gives
them. God gives us what we need. God gives us food.
The children should pretend to eat. God gives us what
we need. God gives us water. Children should pretend
to drink. God gives us what we need. God gives us
friends. Children should hug a friend.
Repeat the statements at different speeds and
sequences.

Time to Go Home

•  Until parents come to pick up the children, let the children shop
in the store.
•  As the children leave, remind them of the Lesson Focus as you
say goodbye: God gives us what we need.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 10
NN Make-It/Take-It Card from Lesson 10
NN Projects from centers
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Coming Next Quarter
God Loves Us

In June, the children will study different ways God
shows love to us.
Scripture: Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, and 1 Kings
Value: Unselfishness

We Love God

July lessons focus on how children show love to God.
Scripture: Genesis, Deuteronomy, 2 Chronicles, and
Nehemiah
Value: Obedience

We Love Others

August concludes the quarter with learning to love others.
Scripture: Matthew and Luke
Value: Appreciation

Recipe for Play Dough
• 2 c. flour
• 1 c. salt
• 4 T. cream of tartar
• 1 pkg. unsweetened dry drink mix for scent and color
• 2 c. warm water
• 2 T. cooking oil
Stir over medium heat until mixture pulls away from sides
to form a ball. Store in airtight container.
(For eight to ten children.)

SPARK YOUR HEART.
IGNITE YOUR MINISTRY.
FUEL UP FOR YOUR MISSION.
The most important work in the world is ministry: helping people of all ages come to know, love, and follow
Jesus. And, ministry is hard work. That’s why we’ve created a go-to place for ideas and inspiration.
By and for people serving on the front lines of the local church, MinistrySpark.com offers free ministry
resources, valuable insights from trusted practitioners, and the latest kidmin trends.

Download your free guides from MinistrySpark.com/resources.
Let’s spark something awesome today!
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