Lesson 8

People Who Care
Scripture: 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27; 2:18-19, 26
Lesson Focus: God gives us people who care for us.
Memory Verse: God will meet all your needs. Philippians 4:19
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TODAY IS
MOTHER’S DAY.

Some students may not
have a mother who is
present in their lives.
Adapt the lesson as needed
to fit the various
family situations in
your class.

Getting Ready for the Bible

To help children relate their own experiences with the Bible story, children
will act out ways people care for them.
•  Opening Activity: No materials needed
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story Time: 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27; 2:18-19, 26
The children will learn who cared for Samuel.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 13 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•  Bible Story Review: Teaching Aid 13 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

The Bible and Me

The children will use what they have learned in the Bible story, from
1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26, by exploring activity centers.
•   Mother’s Day Card: Page and stickers for Lesson 8 (from Preschool
Make-It/Take-It), crayons or washable markers
•  Care Relay: No materials needed
•   Tabernacle Building: Blocks, small figures of people, scraps of cloth

Going Home with the Bible

 e children will thank God for people who care for them.
Th
•  Lesson 7 pattern (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It), Bible, construction
paper, glue, crayons, My Sunday Pictures Lesson 8 and Family Card C
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
Elkanah [el-KAY-nuh] and Hannah lived in Ramah, a
town in the hill country of Ephraim. Three times a year
Elkanah would take his family to Shiloh, 16 miles east of
Ramah, to offer sacrifices and worship God according to
the requirements for Israelite men (Exod. 34:23; Deut.
16:16-17). Shiloh was where the tabernacle and the ark
of the covenant resided (Josh. 18:1; 1 Sam. 4:3-4).
After Samuel was born, Hannah stayed behind
while Elkanah made his yearly trips. She took care of
Samuel until he was weaned (1 Sam. 1:22). Children at
that time usually were breast-fed for about three years.
Before Samuel was born, Hannah made a vow to
God. If God would give her a son, she would dedicate
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his life to serving God (1 Sam. 1:11). This made the child
a Nazirite, a person dedicated to God (Num. 6:1-8).
When Samuel was brought to Shiloh to fulfill
Hannah’s vow, he was in the care of Eli, the chief priest.
Eli was also a leader of Israel for 40 years (1 Sam. 4:18).
While Samuel was under Eli’s care, Hannah
continued to show her love and care. Every year, on the
trip to Shiloh, Hannah would bring a new coat that she
had made for Samuel. This was a sleeveless, knee-length
coat worn under an ephod. An ephod was usually a hip
length, sleeveless pullover made from linen. It was worn
by those who served God at His sanctuary (1 Sam. 22:18;
2 Sam. 6:14).

Lesson 8 Focus: God gives us people who care for us.

Teacher

Devotional
When Hannah brought Samuel
to the tabernacle to serve God,
she trusted that he would be
cared for and loved. She knew
God would keep him in the
care of others like Eli.
God meets your needs by
giving you people who care for
you. Think about the people
God has given you in your life
to care for you. Take a moment
to thank God for those people.
The children in your
class need a caring, loving
environment just as Samuel
did. You have the blessing of
being one of the caring adults
in their lives. Each week, your
classroom can be an oasis of
love and care as you show
God’s love to your children.
Plan different ways you can
show love and care to these
children this week.
Pray for your students
this week and pray that the
children in your class will feel
loved within the walls of your
classroom.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Set out the blocks. Ask the children to create people shapes out of the
blocks. This activity helps them begin thinking about people. These
thoughts will help them relate to today’s Lesson Focus.

Projects

Bring in several articles of clothing. Let children sort them by type of
clothing, color, and size. Sorting the clothing will help them become
involved with today’s Bible story, where Hannah brought a new coat to
Samuel each year.

Table Play

Put the dolls, stuffed animals, blankets, and bottles in a corner. We will
learn about a boy who was cared for by different adults. Can you care for
the dolls and stuffed animals? Have the children care for the toys just as
the adults in today’s Bible story cared for Samuel.

Teacher Tip

Many preschoolers are cared for by adults other than parents throughout
the week. Become familiar with each child’s home situation and include
the different adults in their family when talking about home. Find out what
each child participates in during the week. When you talk about school or
other activities, mention the adults they are with during the week such as
grandparents, neighbors, and teachers who care for them.

Worship Time
Before you begin today’s lesson, you may want
to have a short worship time.
•  Have the children sit down in a circle. Let’s
worship God. Worship is one way we can tell
God how much we love Him.
•  Collect offerings. Giving offerings is one way
we worship God. Dear God, thank You for all
that You give us. These offerings are a way of
saying thank You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Review the following song to the tune of “He’s
Got the Whole World in His Hands” from last
week. Have the children clap as they sing.
God gives us everything we need;
thank You, God!

God gives us everything we
need; thank You, God!
God gives us everything we
need; thank You, God!
He gives us all the things
we need.
Make up additional verses
about people who care for us.
Some suggestions are: God gives us mommies
and daddies; God gives us friends and families.
•  Lead the children in a simple prayer. Dear
God, You gave us people who care for us. Thank
You for all You do for us. We love You. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
Preschool – Lesson 8
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Getting Ready for the Bible
To help children relate their own experiences with the Bible story,
children will act out ways people care for them.
NN Materials: None needed

Attention
Grabber
If you have not already gathered the
children into a group or you need
to focus their attention back to you,
ask them to silently do the following
finger play as you say the words.
Doing the actions as you say the
words will help the children know
what to do.
Hands up high,
Wave them all around.
Hands down low,
Put them on the ground.
Shake them, fold them,
And set them in
your lap.

Opening Activity
Once the children are seated in a circle and ready to listen, introduce
the pantomiming activity to begin a discussion about people who
care for them. Discussing caring people will help the children
understand the Bible story from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26
where caring adults raised Samuel.
Lots of people take care of us: mommies, daddies, grandmas
and grandpas, even babysitters and teachers. Let’s play a game
about how some of these people take care of us. First we’ll talk
about different ways a person cares for us. Then we’ll act out one
of those ways.
Mommies take care of us. How does a mommy take care of us?
(Encourage a variety of answers. These may include feeds me, ties
my shoes, loves me, holds me when I’m sick or scared, etc.) Show
me ways a mommy cares for you. Give the children time to act out
an idea like tying shoes. Ask the children to sit down.
Daddies take care of us. How does a daddy take care of us?
(Children will have many ideas. These could include he plays with
me, he keeps me safe, he makes my breakfast, and so forth.) Show
me ways a daddy cares for you. Again give the children time to act
out their ideas. Then ask the children to sit down.
If you have time, repeat the activity for grandparents, babysitters, and teachers. Grandparents may give children clothes, food,
and love. Babysitters may play with children, and teachers may care
for children by teaching.
Let’s talk more about the people who care for us.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time for
each child to say something. This gives every child
an opportunity to connect to the Bible story and
Lesson Focus through his or her own experience.
Sharing about people who care for you may help
the children begin the discussion.

NN

Who cares for you? Children will have a variety of
answers that may include parents, brothers or sisters,
other relatives, friends, babysitters, neighbors, and
other people they know. Be aware that the different
answers will reflect different family circumstances.
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NNHow do they care for you? Since preschoolers

are so dependent on others, you will get a large
variety of answers. Some will repeat answers from
the activity. Try to have each child give at least one
way they are cared for.
There are many different people who care for
us. Today we’re going to learn that God gives us
people who care for us. Our Bible story tells us
about a little boy who had people who cared for
him. As you hear the story, listen for the name of
the child and the people who took care of him.

Lesson 8 Focus: God gives us people who care for us.
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Bible Story Time
1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27; 2:18-19, 26
The children will learn who cared for Samuel.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 13, Bible

Bible Story
The children should still be gathered in a group
ready for the story. Have your Bible open to 1
Samuel 1. Today’s story comes from the Bible. It
is found in the book of the Bible called 1 Samuel.
(Show the children where 1 Samuel is in your Bible.
Keep your Bible open to 1 Samuel 1 as you tell the
story.)
Long ago there lived a woman named
Hannah who prayed for a baby. (Pretend to rock
a baby. Have the children pretend to rock babies.)
Hannah promised God if He
gave her a baby boy, she would
have the boy serve God. God
heard her prayer and gave her
a baby boy named Samuel.
(Have the children repeat the
name Samuel.)
Hannah and her husband,
Elkanah [el-KAY-nuh], took
good care of Samuel. They
gave him food. (Pretend to eat.)
They gave him clothes to wear.
(Pretend to dress.) They loved
Teaching Aid 13
their baby very much.
Baby Samuel grew tall.
(Have children raise hands to show Samuel
growing.) One day he traveled with his family to
worship God. They probably had to travel for two
days to get to the place where they worshiped
God. (Have children pat their knees.) Elkanah,
Hannah, and Samuel worshiped God at the
tabernacle. The tabernacle [TAB-uhr-NACK-uhl]
was like a church building. This church building
was different from our church buildings. The
tabernacle was a very big tent. (Show Teaching
Aid 13 and point to the tabernacle.) Eli was a
priest. A priest was a man who worked for God.
(Point to Eli.) Eli lived by the tent and took care of
the tabernacle.
After Hannah, Elkanah, and Samuel were
done worshiping God, they introduced Samuel
to Eli. Hannah told Eli, “I prayed for a baby.
God heard my prayer, and He gave me this boy,

Samuel. I promised God Samuel
would help you in the tabernacle.”
Eli said, “Thank you. Samuel can
serve God and help me take care of
the tabernacle. I will take care of him
and help him learn more about God.”
So Samuel lived with Eli. He
helped Eli in the tabernacle. (Put
fingertips together to form a tent.) Eli
took care of Samuel and taught him
many things about God.
Samuel was happy. He grew
and grew. (Smile and raise hands for
growing.) Every year Hannah and
Elkanah would visit Samuel and give
him a new coat. Hannah made the
new coats for Samuel because she
loved him. It was one way that she
cared for Samuel.
God gave Samuel people to care
for him. His mother, Hannah, took
good care of him. Eli also took good
care of him. Just like Samuel, God
gives us people who care for us too.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What was the name of the baby God
gave Hannah? Samuel.
NN Who cared for Samuel? Hannah,
Elkanah, and Eli.
NN What did Samuel do in the
tabernacle? He helped Eli and learned
many things about God.
NN Who gives us people to care for us?
God gives us people who care for us.

Preschool – Lesson 8
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Bible Story Review Activity
Use this activity to further review today’s Bible story where Hannah, Elkanah,
and Eli took care of Samuel. Gather the children in a group to play a guessing
game to review the story.
Let’s play a game about our Bible story. I will give you a clue and do an
action. You tell me the answer. Here are clues and answers you can do. You
may want to point to part of the poster, Teaching Aid 13, to give the children
another clue.
There was a woman named Hannah who (Rock a baby.) Answer: prayed
for a baby.
Hannah gave Samuel (Pretend to eat.) Answer: food to
eat.
She also gave him (Pretend to dress.) Answer: clothes to
wear.
Baby Samuel grew (Raise your hands.) Answer: tall.
Samuel helped Eli at the (Put fingertips together.)
Answer: tabernacle.
God gave Samuel people to Answer: care for him.

Teaching Aid 13

Bible Memory Verse
God will meet all your needs. Philippians 4:19
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will
be able to understand and remember it. Have the children do
either the practice or the rhyme, or both.

Practice

God gave Samuel people to care for him. God gives us people who care for us. Our new Bible
verse tell us about that. Say the verse with the children.
This week uses a song to review the verse with the children. Putting the Bible verse to music helps
preschoolers remember the words. Teach the actions and the words to the children using the tune
“Looby Loo.”
God will meet all your needs.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
God will meet all your needs.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

God will meet all your needs.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
Philippians 4:19
(Hold hands open like a book.)

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse is found in the last line of the rhyme. Teach the words and actions a line at a time.
Have the children repeat each line back to you. Our Bible rhyme helps us remember our memory
verse from Philippians 4:19. Listen for the different ways God gives us what we need.
Someone feeds you every day.
(Pretend to eat.)
Someone teaches you to pray.
(Fold hands as if praying.)
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Someone holds you when you’re afraid.
(Wrap your arms around yourself.)
For God will meet all your needs.
(Clap hands above your head.)

Lesson 8 Focus: God gives us people who care for us.
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The Bible and Me
The children will use what they have learned in the Bible story,
from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26 by exploring activity centers.
In today’s Bible story, your class learned that different people cared for Samuel. To help children
understand that God gives us people who care for us, choose one or more of the following
activities. Before you let the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you have
chosen. The Care Relay requires the most teacher supervision this week.
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When you are ready to close this step, have
the children clean up the activities and gather
into a big group. You may want to use this
cheer to help attract their attention.
Clean the table!
Clean the floor!
Pick up! Pick up!
More and more!
Preschool – Lesson 8
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Going Home with the Bible
The children will thank God for people who care for them.
NN Materials: Make-It/Take-It Lesson 8 pattern, Bible, construction paper, glue,
crayons

Before class, remove the Lesson 8 pattern, page 31,
from the Make-It/Take-It books. Glue a pattern in the
center of each sheet of construction
paper.
After cleaning up, have the children
sit in chairs around the table. Use this
time to help the children thank God for
people who care for them. Show the
children once again where 1 Samuel is in
the Bible.
In today’s Bible story, Hannah and
Elkanah took care of Samuel. When he was older,
Samuel stayed at the tabernacle to serve God. Eli took
care of him there. God gave Samuel people who cared
for him.
God gives us people who care for us. Who are
some of the people God gives us who care for us? (The
children will probably have many different answers,
depending on each one’s circumstances. These answers
may include parents, grandparents, teachers, and babysitters.)
Show the children one of the pieces of paper on
which you have glued a Make-It/Take-It pattern. This
child is praying. We can pray too. When we pray, we
can thank God for the people He gives us to take care
of us. Think of the people who care for you. Give each
child a piece of paper with a pattern glued to it and a
crayon. Draw a picture of someone who cares for you
on the piece of paper. Give the children time to draw

their pictures. Younger children will draw one person.
If you have older preschoolers, have them draw more
people who care for them.
Gather the children in a circle. Be sure that each
child has his or her drawing at the circle. Let’s thank
God for giving us people who care for us. Choose
one person on your picture to pray about. Model
the prayer time by going first. Thank You, God, for
giving me __________ to care for me. In Jesus’ name.
Amen. Give each child an opportunity to thank God for
someone who cares for him/her.

If You Have Extra Time
Today is Mother’s Day. Mothers and other significant
females are special people who care for the children in
your class. Let the children draw a special picture as a
Mother’s Day present.
Set out crayons and drawing paper at the table. God
gives us people who care for us. Today is Mother’s
Day. Mothers and grandmothers are people who care
for us. On your piece of paper, draw a picture of your
mother. If children are hesitant to draw a picture of
their mother, have them draw a picture they think their
mother would like. If a child doesn’t live with a mother,
he or she could draw a picture of a grandmother, foster
mother, or other significant woman.

Time to Go Home

•  Until parents come to pick up their children, have the
children play with the tabernacle built out of blocks and the
figures of people.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of
the Lesson Focus: God gives us people who care for us.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 8
NN Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 8
NN Prayer sheets
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