LESSON 8

Be a Friend

Today is Mother’s Day.
Some students may not have
a mother who is present in
their lives. Adapt the lesson
as needed to fit the various
family situations in your class.

Bible Basis: 1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42
Lesson Focus: Be friends to others.
Memory Verse: The Lord will indeed give what is good. Psalm 85:12
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Bible Readiness:
To help connect their experiences with friends to the
Bible story about David and Jonathan becoming
friends, the children will play a game and talk about
friends.

JJGame: Two signs: “A Friend” and “Not a Friend,” tape
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed
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Bible Story:
The children learn how Jonathan and David were
friends. Teach 1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42: David
and Jonathan Become Friends.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 11 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids)
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□□ Bible Story Review: Two sets of Bible Beginnings pp. 43-44
□□ Memory Verse Practice: No materials needed
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Bible Activity Choices:
The children will participate in activities that help them
practice how God teaches us to be friends to others.
□□ Stand-up Cards: Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It for
Lesson 8, add-on figure of coat (from center of Early
Elementary Make-It/Take-It), tape

JJMaze and Story Pictures: Bible Beginnings pp. 45-46,
pencils
□□ Musical Friends Game: Chairs, PraisePac CD (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids), CD player
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Bible Response:
The children will apply the Bible lesson about David
and Jonathan by planning to be friends to others this
week.
□□ Paper, pencils, scissors, Storytime for Lesson 8; optional:
fabric scraps
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).
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Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Understanding
the Bible
The loyal friendship between
David and Jonathan is one of
the most famous friendships
in history. Their friendship
endured personal risk and
the dissatisfaction of family
members. Through this
friendship, God provided for
many of David’s needs, including
his safety.
Jonathan initiated the
friendship quickly after David
killed Goliath. Clothing reflected
the owner’s personality. When
Jonathan gave his coat, etc.,
he gave a part of himself to his
friend. By these gifts, Jonathan
sealed his covenant of friendship
with David.
David was poor, but Jonathan
accepted David as his equal. All
David had to give Jonathan was
love and respect. Even though
Jonathan was Saul’s heir to the
throne, he placed his loyalty
with David. Jonathan recognized
David as the next king and
therefore requested that David
be kind to him and his family
when he took the throne.
David was distraught when
Jonathan died tragically in
battle (2 Sam. 1). David kept his
promise to be kind by taking
care of Jonathan’s only known
family survivor, Mephibosheth
(2 Sam. 9).

Teacher Devotional

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Early-elementary children are beginning to experience
a world of expanded friendships. Many will be entering
school classrooms with lots of children or participating
in church-related programs and clubs. Some will be
excited to have so many new friends while others will
be hesitant and shy. Today’s lesson is useful to all types
of children learning to be good friends.
— Point out that Jonathan befriended David even
when David was so different from him. David was a
poor shepherd. Jonathan was a prince. You can be
friends with anyone even if they look or act differently.
— Jonathan showed his care for David by sharing
his coat, sword, bow, and belt with him. Discuss how
good friends share with each other. They don’t share
toys they don’t want anymore, but their best toys that
they really enjoy.
— David kept his promise of being kind to
Jonathan. Remind children that friends are kind to each
other always. They say kind things to each other and
act in ways that show kindness.
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Everyone needs a friend. It’s part of how
God made us—to be in relationship
with Him and with others. Emerson said,
“The only way to have a friend is to be
one.” How would you complete the
phrase “A friend is someone who . . .”?
Scripture tells us that Jonathan
loved David as himself. True friendship
requires a selfless love. Jonathan also
knew he would lose his throne to David.
But instead of letting jealousy turn his
heart against David, Jonathan protected
David. Friends put the good of the
friend above their own good. Jonathan
spoke well of David to King Saul.
Friends tell only the best about their
friends to others. From your list of what
a friend is, circle the characteristics that
someone would find in you.
But most important of all, there was
a spiritual connection between Jonathan
and David. First Samuel 23 tells how
Jonathan ministered to David at a time
when David was living like an outcast in
the desert, daily fearful that Saul would
take his life. When Jonathan went to
David in the desert, he helped him find
strength in the Lord (1 Sam. 23:16).
You may have a friend or a student
that needs your encouragement. Ask
the Lord to make you a good friend
and help you strengthen your friend or
student. Trust God to bring you a friend
who will also encourage you.

Early Bird Options
Let the children who arrive early get involved
in something meaningful to do. Here are some
suggested activities.
Friend Search — Using books in your classroom
or old magazines, let students look for pictures of
friends. If you used old magazines, let children tear
out the pictures and make a collage poster.
What Is a Friend? – Let the children begin exploring
what it means to be a friend. Write the phrase “I’m
a friend when . . .” on a large piece of butcher
paper. Tape the paper to the wall at the children’s
height. Using markers, let the children write or draw
whatever they think would complete the sentence at
the top of the paper.

j Mother’s Day Gift – Let the children make gifts
for their mothers. Before class, remove the hearts
for this lesson from the center section of Early
Elementary Make-It/Take-It. Provide pencils, scissors,
and thread. Have the children fill in the blanks by
writing “Mom” after the “To: ____ ” and their names
after “From: ____ .” Show the children how to use
a pencil to punch out the hole and string thread to
make a hanging, glue a spring
clothespin on the back for a
holder, or put a magnetic strip on
the back to use as a magnet.
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LESSON 8 FOCUS:
Be friends to others.

1 Bible Readiness
Friend or Not a Friend? Game

MM To help connect their
experiences with friends to the
Bible story about David and
Jonathan becoming friends, the
children will play a game and talk
about friends.

MATERIALS:

JJTwo signs: “A Friend” and

LESSON 8

“Not a Friend”
□□ Tape

Today’s Bible lesson will show the children that God teaches us to be
friends to others. Use the following activity to get your students involved
in a fun way and help them think about how friends act. Before class,
make two paper signs that read: A FRIEND and NOT A FRIEND.
In class, tape the signs on the walls or other places where they are
separated and can be seen. Point to each sign as you read it aloud. Tell
the children you want to find out how they think friends act toward each
other. Explain you will read different things a person could do. Tell the
children to run, walk, skip, hop, or point to the sign they think is correct.
There aren’t any right or wrong answers. You just want to learn what they
think. Here are several statements to say. Feel free to make up your own.
NN You need one more person for a game so you ask the boy who
is new in your class to play. Are you being a friend or not being a
friend? Go to the correct sign.
NN A girl fell and cut her knee. Others laugh at her. Are the others
being a friend or not?
NN You go get the girl a bandage. Friend or not a friend?
NN You and your mom saw a man accidentally drop a dollar on the floor.
You get the dollar and go with your mom to give it back to the man.
NN You make a promise to a friend, but you don’t keep your promise.
NN Your Sunday school class is collecting a special offering to give to
a family who needs help. You give some offering.
NN A classmate asks you nicely to let her use the glue bottle that is
for everyone to share. You quickly decide you need some glue and
use it first.

Sharing Time
You have some pretty good ideas of how friends act. Come sit with
me to talk more about you and your friends.

22 Who is your friend? Give time for everyone to respond. It’s okay if
children have best friends outside of Sunday school.
22 How did you get to be friends? Encourage the children to
tell their ideas. They might tell how they met, how they became
friends, or they might not know.
22 What do you think friends do for each other? Let the children
think and talk. They might borrow ideas from your opening
activity and tell what they do for their friends.
22 Who teaches you how to be a friend? Listen to the children.
They might talk about parents, teachers, older brothers and sisters,
friends, and so on. Some children might not be sure. That’s okay.
You know a lot about being friends. Our Bible story for today is about
two boys who became friends. Let’s listen to our Bible story to learn
that God teaches us to be friends to others.
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2 Bible Story
MM The children will learn how
Jonathan and David were friends.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 11
Bible Review:
□□ Two sets of Bible Beginnings,
pages 43 and 44

LESSON 8 FOCUS:
Be friends to others.

Before class, study the passages for this lesson from 1 Samuel.
Then read the Bible story given below. Tell the story with interest to
highlight the ways Jonathan and David showed their friendship to
each other.
In class, gather the children around you so everyone can see you.
When you have their attention, tell them you will share a Bible story
from 1 Samuel. Explain that 1 Samuel is one of the books in the Old
Testament that tells about people who loved God and helped the
people learn about God. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 18:1-4 and
show the children where the story begins in chapter 18. Place your
open Bible in front of you. Pause for just a second of silence to build
some anticipation for the Bible story. Then begin the Bible story.

David and Jonathan Become Friends: 1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42
David accepted Jonathan’s coat, sword, bow,
and belt. David knew that Jonathan would be his
friend for a long, long time. He was glad to have
Jonathan as his best friend.
Once Jonathan was talking with his father, King
Saul. Even though Saul was unhappy with David,
Jonathan told his father why David was a good
friend. Jonathan talked about some of the things
David did very well. Jonathan showed he was a
good friend by saying nice things about David.
Jonathan was a best friend to David. He loved
David like he loved himself.
David also knew how to be a friend. David
showed his friendship by promising to always be
kind to Jonathan and everyone in Jonathan’s family.
David made this promise to Jonathan because he
wanted to be his friend for a long time. Jonathan
and David both knew that God would make David
the king someday. Jonathan knew David’s promise
would be very important for his safety when David
became King of Israel. And David showed he was a
good friend by keeping his promise for the rest of
his life.
David and Jonathan knew how to be friends.
They treated one another very well. God teaches
us how to be friends to others by telling us about
David and Jonathan in the Bible.
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David was a boy
who knew that
God loved him
very much. David
knew that God
would always
take care of him.
Because David
trusted God’s love so much, David was very brave.
(Fold Teaching Aid 11 to show the half picture
side of David and Goliath.) Once a giant man
named Goliath came to fight the best man in
the king’s army. All of the soldiers in King Saul’s
army were afraid to fight the giant. David wasn’t
a soldier, but he heard about Goliath. David was
brave. He knew God would take care of him, so he
fought Goliath and killed him! This made David very
famous and liked by everyone.
At that time, King Saul liked David because he
was so brave. Saul asked David to come live with
him. So David went to live at King Saul’s palace.
The king’s son, Jonathan, started being friendly
to David. Jonathan did things for David that
showed he wanted to be David’s friend. (Unfold the
teaching aid to show the full side with Jonathan and
David.) Jonathan took off his own coat and gave
it to David. Then Jonathan gave David his sword,
bow, and belt. They were very nice gifts. Jonathan
gave David these gifts because he loved David and
wanted to be David’s best friend.
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Bible Story Review Questions
22 Why did David move to King Saul’s palace?
The king asked David to come live with him.
22 Who was a friend to David? Jonathan, the
king’s son, was friendly to David.
22 What did Jonathan do to show he wanted
to be David’s friend? Jonathan gave his coat,
sword, bow, and belt to David.
22 What did Jonathan tell his father about
David? Jonathan told his father things David
could do well.
22 Why do you think Jonathan said good
things about David? Jonathan was being a
good friend. Jonathan wanted his father to
know more about David.

LESSON 8

22 How did David show he was a friend to
Jonathan? David promised to be kind to
Jonathan and his family.
22 What does God teach us from our Bible
story? God teaches us to be friends to others.

Bible Story Review Activity
Help the children review key parts of the story and
how Jonathan and David showed their friendship.
Remove two pages (43 and 44) from your Bible
Beginnings student books. It is not necessary to cut

out the masks for this
activity.
Place the pages so everyone can
see one Jonathan mask and one
David mask.
Talk about which mask is for David and which one
is for Jonathan. Help the children read the names
above each mask. Be sure all of the children can
identify each mask by character.
Tell the children to point to the mask of the
person who most likely would have said each of the
following statements. Read the statements given
below one at a time, allowing time for the children to
point to either mask to show their answers.
I killed Goliath. Now I’ll live with the king. David
Hi, I’m the king’s son. I want to be your friend.
Jonathan
You can have my coat. Jonathan
Thank you. This coat is very nice. David
Here, take my sword, bow, and my belt. You can
have them, too. Jonathan
Thanks for all of these gifts. You are my best
friend too. David
Father, David is my best friend. He can do so
many things well. Jonathan
I promise to always be kind to you and to
everyone in your family. David

Memory Verse Practice
The Bible memory verse reminds us that God does give us what
is good such as the gift of friends.
Invite one child to stand with you to say the verse with you.
After you say the verse once together, let the child pick a friend
to stand with you to make a verse choir of three members. Now
the three of you say the verse together. Send the newest member
of your verse choir of three to bring a friend to join your choir.
Say the verse together. Continue sending the newest member of
the verse choir to bring a friend into the choir until everyone is
standing and saying the verse together as one big verse choir.
If your class is large, you might send more than just the newest
choir member to bring a friend to join the choir group. This way
everyone will become involved more quickly.
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Memory Verse:
The Lord will indeed
give what is good.
Psalm 85:12

3 Bible Activity Choices
MM The children will participate in
activities that help them practice
how God teaches us to be friends
to others.

Stand-up Cards
□□ Make-It/Take-It for Lesson
8, add-on figure of coat
(from center of Make-It/
Take-It)
□□ Crayons or markers
□□ Tape

Be friends to others.

The three activity choices suggested below will give
your students different ways to use what you taught in
the Bible story. Children this age like to have choices.
Introduce all the available activities and let your students
decide which activity to do. Encourage them to try more
than one if there is time.

Maze and Story
Pictures

Musical Friends
Game

□□ Bible Beginnings, pages 45
and 46

□□ Chairs

□□ Pencils

□□ CD player

Let the children review the story
from 1 Samuel and extend it into
a real-life setting.
Tell the children to trace
the paths David and Jonathan
should take to meet in the
middle. Let the children use the
series of pictures on page 46 to
create and tell their own stories
of two friends. Some might want
to write their story, act it out, or
cut the pictures apart to make a
storybook of how God teaches
us to be friends to others.

□□ PraisePac CD

This game will help the children
be friends to others by including
everyone in the game.
Teach this variation of musical
chairs. Arrange a circle of chairs.
When the music stops, everyone
sits on a chair. Remove one chair
and start the music again. When
the music stops, the one who
can’t find a chair sits on the lap
of a friend. All of the children
are still included and no one is
“out of the game.” Continue
removing one chair after each
round. Each time, one more
student will sit on a friend’s lap.
The game continues until only
one chair remains and everyone
is sitting on a friend’s lap!
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Have the children make
reminders of how they can be
friends like Jonathan and David.
Tell the children to color the
pictures and tape the coat over
the X. Show how to fold and
tape to make a card that reminds
them of how the Bible teaches
us to be friends to others.

LESSON 8 FOCUS:
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LESSON 8 FOCUS:
Be friends to others.

MM The children will apply the Bible
lesson about David and Jonathan
by planning to be friends to others
this week.

MATERIALS:
□□
□□
□□
□□

Paper
Pencils
Scissors
Optional: fabric scraps

4 Bible Response
God teaches us to be friends to others with our Bible story about
Jonathan and David from 1 Samuel. Jonathan gave things to David
and said good things about his friend. David promised to always be
kind to Jonathan and his family. David kept his promise.

22 What are some ways you can be a friend to others? Encourage
each child to give at least one idea. You might hear about ways to
start friendships by asking others their names, saying good things
about others, including others in games, keeping promises, being
kind, giving gifts, and so on.
You have suggested many ways to show others we are their friends.
Jonathan gave his coat to David because that was just one way he
could show he was David’s friend. We can use the idea of Jonathan’s
coat to help us remember to be friends to others this week.
Hand out your paper, pencils, and scissors. Ask the children to draw a
simple coat on their papers. Then ask them to cut out their paper coat as
a reminder of how Jonathan showed he was a friend. Or you could give
each child a fabric scrap as a reminder of Jonathan’s coat.

LESSON 8

22 Who can you be a friend to this week? Give the children time to
think and plan. Encourage them to tell how they will be friends to
the people they name. They might talk about being kind, inviting
him or her to play, and so on.
Keep the little coat you made as a reminder of how you will be friends
to others this week.

Seeing God throughout the Week
TAKE-HOMES
□□ Storytime for Lesson 8

We learned today about the strong friendship between David and
Jonathan. This week, pray for the friends God has given you. Thank God
for their friendship, and remember to thank your friends when they are
kind to you. Do kind things for your friends and family, too.

□□ Character Masks
□□ Maze and Story
Pictures
□□ Stand-up Cards
□□ Reminder Coats

Prayer Time
Introduce a time for the children to take turns praying aloud.
Encourage them to tell God who they will be friends to and
how they will do this during the week. Let the children ask God
for help to be friends to others. Tell the class you will begin
the prayer time, then let them pray aloud if they want to. Then
close your prayer time after the children have had time to pray.
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