LESSON 7

Our Homes

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Bible Basis: 2 Kings 4:8-13
Lesson Focus: God cares about where we live.
Memory Verse: The Lord will indeed give what is good. Psalm 85:12
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Bible Readiness:
To connect their own experiences with the Bible story
about God caring about Elisha having a place to live,
the children will draw and talk about the rooms of a
house.
□□ Drawing Activity: Drawing paper, pencils, crayons, tape
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

The children will learn from the Bible story in 2 Kings 4:813 that God cares about where we live. Teach 2 Kings
4:8-13: God Cared about Where Elisha Lived.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 9 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids)
□□ Bible Story Review: No materials needed
□□ Memory Verse Practice: No materials needed
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Bible Activity Choices:
The children will choose activities that help them
practice what they learned from the Bible Story in
2 Kings 4:8-13.
□□ “Elisha Gets a Room” Game: Chairs
□□ Elisha’s Room, My Room: Bible Beginnings pp. 39-42,
scissors, tape or glue, crayons

JJA Neighborhood: Teaching Aid 10 (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids), tape or glue;
optional: plastic figures and miniature cars, butcher
paper, markers, play dough, straws, green paper
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Bible Response:
To apply the Bible lesson about God caring for Elisha,
the children will plan to thank God during the coming
week for caring about where they live.
□□ Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 7, pencils or
crayons, scissors, yarn, Storytime for Lesson 7
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).
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Little is known about Elisha. He
came from a wealthy family and
apparently gave up everything
to become God’s prophet. He
learned from his teacher, Elijah,
and built on Elijah’s ministry.
Together with Elijah, and later
by himself, Elisha led the schools
for the prophets. The prophets
sometimes found themselves in
conflict with the political rulers,
who were more concerned
about power and wealth than
about following God.
Elisha asked for a double
portion of Elijah’s spirit
(2 Kings 2:9). This phrase from
inheritance laws expressed
his desire to carry on Elijah’s
ministry. It is interesting that the
Bible records exactly double the
number of miracles for Elisha as
those of Elijah.
Elisha traveled extensively.
He was from Abel Meholah,
which was in the Jordan River
Valley. Elisha often passed
through Shunem, a city about
25 miles east of Mount Carmel.
Though simply furnished, the
room in Shunem provided a
welcome resting place for this
busy prophet. Most likely, it had
a separate entrance which would
have allowed Elisha to enjoy
some privacy. No doubt Elisha
recognized this lodging as a
provision from God.
Early Elementary – Lesson 7
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Bible Story:

Understanding
the Bible

Teacher Devotional

LESSON 7

Elisha was a man of compassion.
The miracles he performed as God’s
representative were largely acts of
mercy or help to others in need. What
do Elisha’s actions tell us about the
character of God?
In today’s Bible story, Elisha is
helped by a woman of compassion.
She used the means God had given her
to provide for some of Elisha’s basic
comforts. A room of his own that was
always ready to welcome him, the bed
for rest, a table and chair to share the
companionship of a meal, and the lamp
to help dispel the darkness.
Just as the Shunammite woman
cared about Elisha’s needs, so God
cares for your most basic needs.
Look at what God has provided for
you in the way of a place of your
own, rest, companionship, and a
guiding light. What does God’s
provision for these basic needs tell
you about His love for you?
Just as God has shown He cares
for our needs, He wants us to care for
the needs of others. The Shunammite
woman used her home and resources
to help meet Elisha’s needs. As you
prepare to teach your students that God
cares about where they live, ask God to
show you how your home and resources
might be used to care for others.

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
There’s no place like home, especially for children.
Home is more than just the building; it’s important to
their sense of security. God cares about where we live.
This lesson will help the children learn about God’s
care for them. Help them realize God’s care in terms
they understand.
— Children don’t stop to think about where their
homes come from. Help the children realize that God
created everything. He gives us our parents who work
so we can have our homes. Every good thing comes
from God.
— Children who have recently changed homes
may feel a bit insecure. Listen to their feelings and
empathize with them. God understands. He prepares
new homes for them and helps us make new friends
just like He gave new friends to Elisha.
— God knows everything. He always knows where
we are. No one can move away from God. Encourage
the children who know they will be moving to trust
God to go with them and take care of them through all
the changes they make.

Early Bird Options
Give children who arrive early something meaningful
to do. Provide one or more of these activities.
My Home – Since this lesson is about our homes,
let the children begin thinking about their homes.
Ask them to draw their homes. Some children might
write about their homes. Put out drawing paper,
pencils, and crayons for the children to use.
Building Blocks – Encourage children to build
houses to help them start thinking about what makes
a home. Put out building blocks so the children can
work to make houses.
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Neighborhood Play – Ask the children to set up a
neighborhood showing the places they meet with
their friends. Put out the buildings from Teaching Aid
10 for the children to make their neighborhood.

LESSON 7 FOCUS:
God cares about where
we live.

1 Bible Readiness
Drawing Activity

MM To connect their own
experiences with the Bible story
about God caring about Elisha
having a place to live, the
children will draw and talk about
the rooms of a house.

MATERIALS:
□□
□□
□□
□□

Drawing paper
Pencils
Crayons
Tape

Today’s Bible lesson will teach the children God cares where they live.
The following activity will help the children prepare to learn from the
Bible story.
Divide the children into four to eight groups. If groups have only one
child, that is okay, and the groups don’t need to have equal numbers.
Give each group a piece of drawing paper and pencils and crayons.
Use your drawing paper and pencils or crayons to draw a room in
a house. Tell each group the room you want them to draw. Suggested
rooms are: living room, kitchen, child’s bedroom, bathroom, parents’
bedroom, and family room. Before you draw, talk with everyone in
your group about where windows and doors should go in the walls
of the room your group makes, if the room should have these. Talk
about the things that go in the room. For example, a kitchen should
have a refrigerator, a bedroom should have a bed. After your group
decides how the room should be, draw the room on your paper.
When the groups are done, ask one child in each group to bring his
or her group’s room drawing to tape next to the others on a wall. Help
the children arrange their drawings as if they are the rooms in a home.

Your house looks like a comfortable home. A real house like this
would be nice. Let’s talk more about where we live.

LESSON 7

22 What do we have in the house we made? Let the children from
each group talk about the rooms they made. Ask them to explain
the furniture and other things they put in the rooms.

Sharing Time
22 Where do you live? Give the children time to talk. They might tell
you the direction they live in, an area of town, their address, city or
state, a house or apartment or trailer home, and so on.
22 How is your house the same or different from the house we
made on our wall? They might say anything from “my house is
different because it is real” to “my house has more rooms,” “the
rooms in my house are arranged in a different way” and so on. You
may encounter a child who does not have a home or is in a state of
transition. Be sensitive to their feelings and needs.
22 Why is your home important? Let the children talk. Listen
to learn what they think and what their experiences are. Some
answers might range from warmth and shelter to a place to sleep
and eat, to a place for family to gather.
22 Who cares about where you live? Give an opportunity for
each child to tell an idea. Expect that they will name parents,
grandparents, friends, neighbors, teachers, and so on.
Our Bible tells a story about a man named Elisha. Let’s learn how God
cared about where Elisha lived.
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LESSON 7 FOCUS:
God cares about where
we live.

MM The children will learn from the
Bible story in 2 Kings 4:8-13 that
God cares about where we live.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 9

2 Bible Story
During the days before your class, read 2 Kings 4:8-13 and the
Bible story presented below. Become comfortable telling the Bible
story rather than reading it to your class. Fold back the left edge of
Teaching Aid 9, along the dotted line, where Elisha is standing.
In class, have the children gather around you. Be sure that you can
comfortably see each one. Keep in mind that if you can’t see them,
they probably can’t see you. If you need to gain their attention, you
might whisper: I am ready to begin our Bible story. I see that (name
children who are listening and looking at you) are ready to listen.
When everyone is listening, begin the story time. Open your Bible
to 2 Kings 4:8-13. Show the class the Bible passage. Tell them that the
Old Testament Book of 2 Kings teaches us about God through things
that God did in the lives of different people who lived long ago. Put
your open Bible down in front of you as you tell the story. Keeping
your Bible open will help the children understand that the story you
are telling comes from the Bible.

God Cared about Where Elisha Lived: 2 Kings 4:8-13
LESSON 7

Elisha was a
prophet. He told
people about God.
Elisha didn’t
have a home to live
in. But he wasn’t
worried because
he knew that God
cared about where he lived.
Elisha went to a town called Shunem to tell the
people about God. A woman who lived in Shunem
knew Elisha loved and obeyed God. She asked
Elisha to come to her house for a meal.
Elisha gladly went with the woman to her home.
He was hungry! Elisha ate and talked with the
woman and her husband. Soon they became good
friends.
After that, every time Elisha went to Shunem,
he went to his friends’ house. And every time,
his friends made a nice meal for him. And every
time Elisha thanked God, and the woman and her
husband, for giving him what he needed.
One day, the woman suggested to her husband,
“Elisha comes here often to tell us about God. But
when he comes, he doesn’t have a place to live
here. Let’s make a room for him. When Elisha comes
to Shunem, he will have his own home.”
The woman and her husband built an extra room
onto their house. Now Elisha would have a place to
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live when he came to Shunem. The woman and her
husband added furniture for Elisha to use. (Show
Teaching Aid 9 with Elisha folded back. Point to
the items you name.) They carried a bed into the
room. They brought in a table and a lamp. They put
in a stool for sitting. They probably put in a water
jug and bowl that Elisha could use to wash himself.
Now the room was finished. This would be a
comfortable place for Elisha to live. The woman and
her husband could hardly wait to show Elisha.
The next time Elisha came to Shunem, he went
to see his friends as he always did. Imagine his
surprise when they showed him the room they had
made for him! (Unfold the flap on the teaching aid
to show Elisha.) He was so thankful that God had
used the woman to provide a place for him to live.
Elisha asked the woman what he could do to thank
her for her kindness. Elisha wanted to help her
because she had helped him.
But the woman only said, “I live with my own
people. I have everything I need.” This was her
way of saying that she knew that God cared about
where she lived. She had a home and all the good
things she needed. She didn’t want anything from
Elisha.
Elisha knew that God cared about where he
lived because of the way God had the woman make
a room just for him. God cares about where we live
too.

Bible Story Review Questions
22 Who was Elisha? A prophet, a man who told
people about God.
22 Why wasn’t Elisha worried that he didn’t
have a place to live? Elisha knew that God
cared about where he lived.
22 What did the woman know about Elisha?
She knew Elisha loved and obeyed God.
22 Where did Elisha go every time he went to
Shunem? Elisha went to his friends’ house.
22 Why did the woman want to build a room
for Elisha? Elisha did not have a place to live
in Shunem.
22 What did the woman do to make Elisha’s
room comfortable? She put in a bed, a stool,
and a table with a lamp, and probably a water
jug and bowl.

22 How do we know that God cares about
where we live? The Bible story about Elisha
shows us that God cares; God cared about

22 Who cares about where we live? God cares
about where we live.

Bible Story Review Activity
Early-elementary children enjoy playacting stories
they learn. Help your class act out this story.
Ask one child to act the part of Elisha, another to
be the woman, and one more to play the husband.
Involve other children in setting up a table and
chairs in the woman’s home.
Let your students act out Elisha visiting the
woman and her husband the first time for a meal.
Then have the children acting as the woman and
her husband decide to make a room for Elisha. Let
them rearrange the table and chairs to make Elisha’s
room. They might put some chairs side by side to
be the bed in Elisha’s room. Then have the child
acting as Elisha come again and let the woman and
her husband show Elisha his new home. Have Elisha
thank them for his new room. Then Elisha can sit
down to rest and thank God for caring about where
he lives.
Invite other children to act out the story again so
everyone has a turn to be involved in a story play.

Memory Verse Practice
This memory verse for the month helps us remember that God
gives us good things such as our homes. Help the children review
the verse by playing an echo activity. Tell the children to repeat after
you. Say the first word group given below. Invite the children to echo
the words. Say the first group again and add the second set of words.
Let the children copy again. Continue this pattern until everyone
is saying the complete verse and reference. Then demonstrate the
hand actions for each group of words as you say the verse together.
Encourage the children to copy your hand actions. Soon everyone
will be saying the verse and doing the hand actions.
The Lord (Point up.)
will indeed (Clap.)
give what is good. (Put hands over head as if making
a roof of a house.)
Psalm 85:12 (Clap, then snap.)

LESSON 7

22 How did Elisha and the woman know that
God cared about where they lived? The
woman said, “I have everything I need.” She
knew God had given her a place to live. Elisha
knew God had the woman and her husband
make a room so he would have a place to live.

where Elisha lived so we know He cares about
where we live too, and so on.

Memory Verse:
The Lord will indeed
give what is good.
Psalm 85:12
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LESSON 7 FOCUS:
God cares about where
we live.
MM The children will
choose activities that
help them practice
what they learned from
the Bible story in 2 Kings
4:8-13.

3 Bible Activity Choices
Provide these activity options for your students to choose from as they practice
how God cares about where we live. The game will require some space because
it helps the children get physically involved in their learning. The optional
materials suggested for A Neighborhood are not required for the children to
have fun with the play buildings and to broaden their understanding of God’s
care.

Elisha’s Room,
My Room
□□ Bible Beginnings, pages
39-42
□□ Scissors
□□ Tape or glue

LESSON 7

□□ Crayons

The children will review God’s
care for Elisha by taping or
gluing furniture into his room.
They can show God’s care for
them by drawing the room they
have. Point out the dotted line
cutting paths the children will
use to remove the things for
Elisha’s room that are given
on Bible Beginnings page 41.
Remind the children that our
rooms are different from Elisha’s,
but God cares where we all live.
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“Elisha Gets a
Room” Game
□□ Chairs

A Neighborhood
□□ Teaching Aid 10
□□ Tape or glue

JJOptional: plastic figures
Let the children play this
variation of London Bridge to act
out the care God showed Elisha.
Put one chair for each player
in a circle off to one side. Ask
two children to hold their hands
as the bridge in “London Bridge
Is Falling Down.” The other
children are “Elishas” who walk
under the bridge going to tell
people about God. Everyone
says the memory verse together.
On the word “good,” the two
children “catch” Elisha. They
take the one who was caught
to one of the chairs, pretend to
feed him and let him rest. The
game continues until everyone
has been “caught” and cared
for.

and miniature cars, butcher
paper, markers, play dough,
straws, green paper

Help the children see God’s
care for them in their homes
and other buildings in their
community.
Before class, punch out, fold,
and tape or glue the buildings
as directed on the back of the
teaching aid. Let the children
set up a play neighborhood and
talk about how God can use all
the different kinds of buildings
to give us places to live, shop,
and go to school. You might
provide butcher paper and
markers for the children to draw
streets, yards, parks, etc., for
their neighborhood. Tape green
paper to a straw stuck in a lump
of play dough for a tree.

LESSON 7 FOCUS:
God cares about where
we live.
MM To apply the Bible lesson about
God caring for Elisha, the children
will plan to thank God during the
coming week for caring about
where they live.

MATERIALS:
□□ Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 7
□□ Pencils or crayons
□□ Scissors and yarn

4 Bible Response

Elisha knew that God cared about where he lived. God cares about
where we live too.

22 How do we know God cares about where we live? Possible
answers might be: we learned it in our lesson today, the Bible tells us,
God cared where Elisha and the woman lived so we know that He
cares where we live too, and so on.
22 Tell us about where you live and why you like it. They might say
they like their rooms, or the size of their homes, the people who live
with them, how close their homes are to parks, or friends, and so on.
If children aren’t able to name something they like, talk with them
about how simply having shelter is a reason to be thankful.
Hand out the Make-It/Take-It page for this lesson. Read aloud the side
the children will use. Ask the children to write in the open space what
they like about their homes. Give the children time to think and write on
their wall hangings. Some might use ideas suggested just a moment ago.
When the children finish, give them a piece of yarn to tie through the
holes at the top for a string hanger on their wall hangings.
This week we can thank God for caring about where we live.

TAKE-HOMES
□□ Storytime for Lesson 7
□□ Elisha’s Room, My
Room
□□ Wall Hanging

22 When this week will you thank God for your home? Let the
children tell times they plan to do what they just suggested. Some
might want to start right away and continue throughout the week.
Others might name a specific day, time, or place that fits the activity
they planned. The more specific their plan, the more likely they
will be to see it through.

Seeing God throughout the Week
We learned today about the couple God led to help Elisha have
a place to stay when he came to visit their town. Talk with your
family about ways you can help visitors to your home feel loved and
welcomed.

Prayer Time
Let’s thank God for caring about where we live.
Begin a time for children to pray silently or aloud. Close
your prayer time.
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22 How will you thank God this week? Let the children think and
talk. They might plan to thank God in a prayer, put up their wall
hangings in a certain place, clean their room, take care of the yard,
and so on. Acknowledge the ideas given as their plans to thank God
for caring about where we live.

