Lesson 6

God Made Trees
and Flowers
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:11-13
Lesson Focus: God made trees and flowers.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 8
Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:11-13

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NToddler/2
N
Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figures 14, 15, Story Card 6, Story Mat
Music Time
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
CD, CD player

Craft Step

Plant Rubbings
NNDrawing paper, old or broken crayons,
masking tape, cardboard, plants such
as leaves, grass, artificial flowers, or
cardboard cutouts of flowers
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 6

This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.

Teacher Devotional

Providing for the needs of two year olds
can be very challenging. About the time
we figure out how to meet their needs, the
needs change!
What about your needs? Who do you
look to when you have a need? Philippians
4:19 states, “My God will meet all your needs
according to the riches of his glory in Christ
Jesus.” God knows how to meet your needs.
He knows what is best for your life!
Read Genesis 1:11-13. Think about the
needs God filled by creating vegetation. As
you teach the children about God’s provision on earth, take time to thank God for
His provision for specific needs in your own
life. Write a thank-you note to God for a
need which He has recently supplied!

Understanding the Bible

On the third day of His creative work, the
phrase “God said” appears twice. First, God
ordered dry ground to appear (Gen. 1:9).
Perhaps He elevated the land portions of the
earth above the level of the water, separating
land and water.
Having provided the necessary condition
for vegetation, God created it at His word:
grass appeared and covered the soil; plants
and shrubs added color and aroma; trees provided fruit, nuts, and shade (Gen. 1:11). These
plants would later become food (Gen. 1:30).
All this vegetation was given an innate fertility. Each plant was able to reproduce after
its kind. This reproduction has occurred
throughout time. Scientists believe there are
more than 350,000 species of plants.
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Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group
to hear the Bible story
from Genesis 1:11-13. You
can also walk around the
room, visit the children at
different activities, and use
the story mat to present the
Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the
craft. For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Plant
Rubbings in the Craft Step, page 45.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite them to
the rug for the Bible Step, page 43. Today’s story is “God Made
Trees and Flowers” from Genesis 1:11-13.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement and
the Music Time, page 44. This week sing “God Made the World.”
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words. Two year
olds love to look at pictures of plants. Set out plant picture books
to help children understand the Bible story from Genesis 1:11-13,“God
Made Trees and Flowers.”
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play. Try to stack the blocks high like a tree. Trying to understand that trees are tall will help children relate to Genesis 1:11-13
when God made trees and flowers.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, pots and pans,
and utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2’s…
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The trees and flowers that God made in today’s Bible story, from
Genesis 1:11-13, are like a special art display from God. Children
love to see special art displayed, especially at their eye level. Hang
the Photo Posters, from your Creative Teaching Aids packet, in
your room for the children to enjoy. You could also display some
of the children’s crafts, if they choose to let you do so.

Lesson 6 Focus: God made trees and flowers.

Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 8
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children. Sharing what they know about
trees and flowers helps them connect to the Bible story “God
Made Trees and Flowers” from Genesis 1:11-13. Invite small
groups (no more than four children) to the rug for Talk
Time. Use this rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!
Show Photo Poster 8. Point to the girl with the trees. Here is a
girl. Point to the tree. What is this? (A tree) Point to the girl with
the flowers. Here is another girl. Point to the flowers. What are
Photo Poster 8
these? (Flowers) Do you have trees and flowers at your house?
Encourage each child to talk about trees and flowers. Give all
children a time to talk. Be prepared to give examples of times when you have seen
trees and flowers. I’m glad God made trees and plants. Today we are going to talk
about the trees and flowers that God made.

Bible Story Time
NNGenesis 1:11-13

Young children are attracted to flowers because of their colors and
scents. They are fascinated with the size and variety of trees. Every
child has had some experience with God’s creation in the form of
trees and flowers. Today’s Bible story tells the children about God’s
creation of trees and flowers. Open your Bible to Genesis 1:11-13.
Today’s story is from God’s special book, the Bible.
The Bible tells us that God made trees and flowers.
Trees and flowers grow in the ground.
(Pat the ground.)
Flowers smell pretty. They come in many colors.
(Pretend to smell a flower.)
Trees grow strong and tall.
(Stretch up tall.)
God made the trees and flowers to have seeds.
God made them all.
(Point up.)
Only God could make the trees and the flowers.
God made trees and flowers.

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did God make?
(Trees and flowers)
2. Who made trees and
flowers? (God)

Repeat the Bible story to help the children learn and remember.
You can also read this story from The Toddler’s Bible (on the CD in
your CTA packet).
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Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 14, 15, Story Card 6,
Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. Encourage
the children to interact with the figures of the flowers (Figure 14) and the tree
(Figure 15) as they help you retell the Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible
Step. Keep the small group you have already gathered at the rug or visit
children at different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.

Punch out the new figures for the lesson and Story Card 6. Lay
the story card next to the story mat.
The Bible tells us that God made flowers. Who can find the
flowers? Ask a child to put the flowers (Figure 14) on the mat. Flowers
smell good.
God made trees. Who can find the tree? Ask a child to put the tree
(Figure 15) on the mat. Trees grow strong and tall. God made flowers and trees.
Even if you tell the story to just one child at a time, repeat it
to each child or small group. Toddlers and two year olds need to
hear and do things more than once.
Story Mat with Story Figures
14, 15, and Story Card 6

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story, from Genesis 1:11-13, that God made trees
and flowers.
“GOD MADE THE WORLD”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 73 of this teacher’s guide.
Repeat the song “God Made the World” after singing it through one time. While the
children may be able to sing part of the song this week, they need to hear it again to
remember it.
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Craft Step
Plant Rubbings

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one Plant Rubbing as time
allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send them all home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Cardboard
Drawing paper
Masking tape
Old or broken crayons
Plants such as leaves, grass, artificial flowers, or cardboard cutouts of flowers
Before Class: 1. Collect plants for use in class and mount with tape on pieces of cardboard. Make
the plants as flat as possible. 2. Peel the paper off some old crayons. (Hint: Wider crayons will be
easier for the children to hold.) 3. Tape a piece of cardboard with mounted flowers to
the table. Tape a piece of drawing paper on top of a cardboard sheet for each child to
use.

Craft Time

Today as you rub your crayon over the paper you will see something. Show the children how to
hold the crayon sideways to rub across the paper. Encourage them to use different colors. When
you rub the paper, you see flowers and leaves.
While the children work, talk about the Bible story from Genesis 1:11-13. God made trees.
Trees grow strong and tall. God made flowers. They come in many colors. God made trees and
flowers.
Change the papers on the cardboard so the children can make more than one craft.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are glad
they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who made trees and
flowers?” Send each child home with his or her very own
Starting Steps. One side connects each family to today’s
lesson; the other side includes a devotional, parenting tips,
and an amusing anecdote.
Toddler–Lesson 6
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