LESSON 6

Caring for God’s World
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7-8, 15, 18-23
Lesson Focus: God wants people to care for His world.
Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4
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Bible Readiness:
By sorting trash and talking about what they do with
trash, the children will get ready to learn how God
teaches us to care for His world.

JJSorting Activity: Wads of paper with labels (see p. 66),
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bag; optional: a closed trash bag full of “clean” trash,
see suggestions on p. 66
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□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story:
The children will learn that God wants people to care
for His world. Teach Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7-8, 15, 18-23:
People Care for God’s World.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aids 7 and 8 (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids)
□□ Bible Story Review: No materials needed
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□□ Memory Verse Practice: Bible Beginnings p. 37, pencils

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will retell the Bible story and consider ways
they can care for God’s world.

JJTrash Collecting Relays: Wads of paper from Step 1,
grocery bags; optional: bag of “clean” trash from Step 1,
clock with a second hand
□□ “Taking Care” Picture: Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It
for Lesson 6, add-on figures for Lesson 6 (from the center
of Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It), paper fasteners,
tape, crayons
□□ Stick Story Puppets: Bible Beginnings pp. 35–36, scissors,
craft sticks, tape or glue

4

Bible Response:
The children will plan to remember to care for God’s
world during the week.

JJWads of paper or optional “clean” trash from Steps 1
and 3, Storytime for Lesson 6
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).

JJ
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Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Understanding
the Bible
We don’t know the exact
location of the Garden of Eden.
The Bible offers a clue. It tells
of a river that flowed out of
the garden and divided into
four branches. Two of them,
the Tigris and Euphrates, flow
through the modern countries of
Syria, Iraq, and Turkey. The “land
of Cush” (Gen. 2:13) may refer
to modern Sudan. Therefore,
the Garden of Eden may have
covered the area from Africa to
Iraq.
“Eden” is a name that
means “paradise.” It is related
to a Hebrew word for “bliss”
or “delight,” and an ancient
Mesopotamian word meaning
“a plain.” The author of Genesis
seems to suggest both the
Hebrew and Mesopotamian
meanings are useful.
Adam and Eve were to enjoy
God’s creations, but right from
the start the Lord indicated that
the task of caring for the garden
was to be their responsibility.
Adam was to “work it and take
care of it” (Gen. 2:15).
Some may think that work is a
direct result of the Fall. But even
when people had not sinned,
God wanted them to do the
work of caring for the world.

Teacher Devotional

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Children this age are developing a growing sense of
responsibility. Both at school and at home they are
learning to pick up and take care of their possessions.
More responsibility is assumed in feeding or cleaning
up after their pets. Children may feel frustrated by the
growing list of chores and loss of free time. Here are
some ways to help your children feel better about their
growing responsibilities:
— Help the children understand that these tasks
of cleaning up and being responsible are more than
chores. These are ways of caring for God’s world.
-— Talk about all the gifts God has given them:
from beautiful parks and natural wonders to all of the
toys in their room. Because God has given us all these
wonderful gifts to enjoy, we show we are thankful by
taking care of them.
— Discuss how we show our care for God’s world
when we pick up toys, throw away trash, let trees and
wildflowers grow, feed and clean up after our pets.
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Caring for the environment has become
popular. Concern for our planet is not a
bad thing—the divine direction to care
for the earth dates back to Creation.
However, some people have fallen into
the trap of worshiping the creation
instead of the Creator (Rom. 1:25). Why
do you take care of the earth?
God gave people the responsibility
to care for His world. We care for the
world out of honor and reverence for our
awesome God, our Creator and giver
of life. We do the work of caring for the
world because this is what God wants.
God made people with the ability to
think and plan how to use their Godgiven skills to care for the world. Then
God told the people He made to take
care of His world. God’s sovereign plan
for His created order continues today.
How do you show your appreciation for
God’s wonderful world?
God created us for His pleasure.
We are to worship and obey. We give
worship and honor to God in many
different ways. Responding responsibly
to our task of caring for God’s world is
one of the many ways.
As you prepare, ask God to help
you teach the children that we care for
God’s world because it honors God as
the Creator.

Early Bird Options
Give children who arrive early something meaningful
to do. Provide one or more of these lesson-related
activities.
j ‘GOD’S WORLD’ Banner – Today’s lesson will
teach the children that God wants us to care for His
world. Before class, print the title “GOD’S WORLD”
in large letters on butcher paper. Provide markers
and crayons for the children to draw pictures of what
God made as part of His world. Children might draw
pictures of mountains and fields with plants, animals,
and people.

any other available “trash” for the children to glue or
tape onto a large piece of paper to make one large
collage. Or, some children might prefer to make their
own trash collage on a piece of construction paper
or a paper plate.
j Play Dough – Put out play dough, cookie cutters,
and other tools. Encourage the children to make
things God created, such as flowers, people, and
animals, as a way to review previous Bible stories
and get them thinking about God’s world for today’s
Bible story.

Trash Collage – Get the children thinking about trash
in preparation for today’s lesson on how God wants
people to care for His world. Provide paper scraps or
Early Elementary – Lesson 6
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LESSON 6 FOCUS:
God wants people to
care for His world.

1 Bible Readiness
Sorting Activity

MM By sorting trash and talking
about what they do with trash,
the children will get ready to learn
how God teaches us to care for
His world.

MATERIALS:

JJWads of paper with labels
LESSON 6

such as “plastic bottles,”
“aluminum cans,” “old
newspapers,” “empty
boxes,” etc.
□□ Bag
JJOptional: a closed trash
bag full of “clean” trash
(Suggestions: soda cans,
jars, plastic utensils, paper
or plastic plates and
cups, paper, aluminum
foil, grocery bag, bread
bag, old newspapers,
magazines and catalogs,
plastic butter tub with
lid, oatmeal container, a
broken toy, worn-out shoes,
etc.)

Today’s lesson will teach the children that God wants people to care for
His world. Begin your lesson with this activity to get children thinking
about the responsibility people have to care for God’s world.
Before class, label several papers as follows: “plastic bottles,”
“aluminum cans,” “old newspapers,” “empty boxes,” “magazines,”
“plastic bags,” “glass jars,” “broken toys,” “advertising catalogs,”
“worn-out shoes,” and so on. Wad each paper and collect them in a
closed bag. Or if you can, collect the optional “clean” trash in a bag.
In class, show the children your closed bag.

22 What do you think is in this bag? You might shake the bag or let the
children pass the sealed bag around. Let them guess. Acknowledge their
suggestions, but don’t say if they are right or wrong. Keep the class in
suspense a bit longer.
Dump out the bag. Open the wads of paper and read each label. Talk
about how the things named make trash. If you collected the optional
trash, talk about why the stuff is trash.
Invite the children to separate your labeled papers or the optional
trash into things that go together. For example, they might make piles of
paper, plastic, or metal trash; piles of things to reuse; things to repair; or
things to throw away.
Talk with the children about ways to reuse trash. For example, used
aluminum foil could be cleaned and made into stars, balls, or gift wrap.
Gather the papers or trash into the bag for use later in the lesson.
You seem to know a lot about how to reuse stuff. Let’s talk more
about what we can do about trash.

Sharing Time
22 Where have you seen trash that doesn’t belong? Let the children
have time to think and talk. You might hear about litter along roads
and streets, in parks and open areas, in classrooms, and so on.
22 Who made the world? Let the children tell what they think.
Reinforce that God made the world.
22 Who do you think should take care of the world God made? Let
the children talk. Reinforce how people should take care of the world.
22 What are ways you take care of the world, and all that God
created on it? Allow time for the children to respond. They will
probably talk about throwing away trash. Ask them to think about
caring for other things such as plants and animals. They could
mention feeding pets, watering plants, walking on sidewalks and not
the grass, walking or riding bikes instead of riding in a car, and so on.
God wants people to care for His world. Let’s learn how God
teaches us to care for His world.
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2 Bible Story
MM The children will learn that God
wants people to care for His world.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aids 7 and 8
Memory Verse Practice:
□□ Bible Beginnings, page 37,
pencils

LESSON 6 FOCUS:
God wants people to
care for His world.

Before class, study the passages in Genesis and the Bible story below.
Practice the story so you can tell it, use the teaching aid, and still focus
your attention on the children. Be familiar with the teaching aid and
where the add-on strips from Teaching Aid 8 should be inserted. The
children should be familiar with this teaching poster. You might invite
some children to add the strips at the right point in the story.
In class, gather the children around you so everyone can see you
and Teaching Aid 7. Have the add-on strips handy. Gain the children’s
attention. Tell them they will hear another lesson from Genesis about
God and the wonderful world He created. Open your Bible to Genesis
1:26-31. Remind the children that Genesis gives the story of God
creating everything. Keep your Bible open as you tell this Bible story.

People Care for God’s World: Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7-8, 15, 18-23
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(Show Teaching Aid 7.)
God created a wonderful
world. God made all of the plants. He
made all kinds of bushes, trees, and green
grass. (Point to the plants on Teaching Aid
7 as you name them.) He created flowers
with all sorts of colors. God made the
plants that give us good things to eat.
But that wasn’t all. God made all kinds
of animals. He made animals that live in water and
birds to fly through the sky. (Add Strip A-B from
Teaching Aid 8 to slits A-B on Teaching Aid 7.) God
created all kinds of animals that live on the land.
(Add Strips C-D and E-F from Teaching Aid 8.) The
world was a wonderful place. God saw that the
plants and animals were very good.
Then God made a man out of the dust of the
ground. God made the man alive and named him
Adam. God put Adam in the Garden of Eden to take
care of the plants and animals that God made.
The first job God gave to Adam was to name the
animals. God brought all of the animals to Adam.
One kind at a time, Adam named all of the animals.

Adam was alone in the Garden of Eden. There
were lots of plants and animals to take care of, but
no one to talk with and be a really good friend for
Adam. He also needed a helper to take care of
God’s world. God made a woman to be a helper
for Adam. God put Adam to sleep and took one
of his rib bones. (Point to your lower ribs. Have the
children feel for one of their lower ribs.) God made
a woman from Adam’s rib. God brought the woman
to Adam. Adam named her Eve. Eve would be a
good helper for Adam.
Adam and Eve lived together in the Garden of
Eden. (Add Strip G-H from Teaching Aid 8.) Adam
and Eve collected their food from some of the
plants God made. God made people to be able
to use plants, animals, and the earth in the ways
they thought best to make their lives pleasant and
comfortable.
God gave Adam and Eve the job of taking care
of the world. God wanted Adam and Eve to care
for the plants by helping them grow. (Remove strips
G-H and E-F. Now add Strip I-J from Teaching Aid
8. Move Strip I-J to show Scene A of Adam and Eve
caring for plants.)
Another part of Adam and Eve’s job of caring for
the world was to look after the animals. (Move Strip
I-J to show Scene B of Adam and Eve with animals.)
God wanted Adam and Eve to help the animals.
God created Adam and Eve to take care of His
world. God wants us to care for His world just like
Adam and Eve cared for the world.
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Bible Story Review Questions
22 Who created the world? God created the
world.
22 What did God want Adam to do in the
Garden of Eden? God put Adam in the
Garden of Eden to take care of the plants and
animals that God made.
22 Why did God make a woman? God made a
woman to be a helper for Adam.

LESSON 6

22 What job did God give to Adam and Eve?
God gave them the job of caring for the world.
God wanted them to care for the plants and
animals.
22 How do you think Adam and Eve did their
job? Adam and Eve helped the plants grow.
They helped the animals. Your students may
have more ideas of their own about how Adam
and Eve cared for God’s world.
22 How can we care for God’s world? By
watering plants, being kind to the animals, and
keeping God’s world clean. Your students will
likely have more ideas of their own.
22 Who does God want to care for His world?
God wants people to care for His world.

Bible Story Review Activity
Ask for volunteers to play Adam and Eve. The rest
of the class can be various animals and plants of
their choosing. Possible animals could be: monkey,
horse, cat, kangaroo, lion, bear, and so on. Children
playing these parts can act and sound like the animal
they choose. There can be more than one of any
animal. Here are some suggested plants and ways
children can act the part: tree—stand up with arms
up as branches; flower—stand or sit with smiling
face looking up and hands spread wide at the sides;
grass—stand up with arms down against your sides;
bush—kneel and hold arms up curving around your
head; cactus—stand up with arms out and bent up.
Help the children acting as plants and animals
spread out and begin acting their parts. Encourage
the children playing Adam and Eve to go to the
plants and animals to help them. You might coach the
children playing Adam and Eve to pretend to pour
water on a tree, they could move a plant to a better
place to grow. Adam and Eve could pretend to pet
a dog or play with a monkey. They might pretend to
pick leaves or grass to feed to a horse.
At the end of the story acting, have everyone repeat
after you, God wants people to care for His world.

Memory Verse Practice
Hand out Bible Beginnings, page 37 and pencils. Point to the
Word Bank in the lower right corner of the page. Read the words
aloud slowly. Let the children write “Everything,” “created,” and
“good,” into the correct blanks. Tell them one letter goes on each
blank line. When they finish, you might have the children write
their names at the top of their papers.
Read the verse aloud with the children. Have
the children read the verse aloud again without
EVERYTHING
your help. Collect the papers so the other side
CREATED
can be used later in this lesson.
GOOD
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Memory Verse:
Everything God
created is good.
1 Timothy 4:4

3 Bible Activity Choices
MM The children will retell the Bible
story and consider ways they can
care for God’s world.

Trash Collecting
Relays

trash from Step 1, clock
with a second hand

God wants people to care for
His world. One way we can do
that is by keeping the world
clean. Let the children practice
this idea with the following
timed relay games.
Divide the children into at
least two groups. Keep the
groups small, such as two or
three children on each team.
Provide grocery bags. Spread
out the wads of paper or the
optional trash. Time each team
to collect all of the trash into
grocery bags. If you don’t have
a clock, count aloud slowly. The
fastest team wins. Let all of the
teams collect trash at the same
time. See which team collects
the most. Have all the children
work together to gather the
trash as quickly as possible.

God wants people to
care for His world.

Let the children choose how to practice what they learned
from the Bible story about caring for God’s world. Offer
as many of these choices as possible. Let the children
choose the activity they will do first. The relays will
require your supervision. The other activities can be done
independently after you have taught the class what to do
at each one.

Story Stick Puppets
□□ Bible Beginnings pages 35
and 36
□□ Scissors
□□ Craft sticks
□□ Tape or glue

“Taking Care”
Picture
□□ Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 6
□□ Add-on figures for Lesson 6
from the center of MakeIt/Take-It
□□ Paper fasteners

Let the children make stick
puppets to retell the Bible story.
Show the children how to cut
and fold the figures and glue
them to craft sticks.
They can move the puppet
figures as they tell a story of how
Adam and Eve cared for God’s
world. The children might bring
the animals to Adam as they
tell the names Adam gave the
animals. Some children might
write a script for their puppet
play.

□□ Tape
□□ Crayons

Let the children make a picture
of one way they can care for
God’s world. Show the children
how to attach the movable boy
to the craft page. The children
can color the scene and tape
the flowers and butterfly addon figures onto their pictures.
Encourage the children to talk
about how the boy is taking care
of God’s world.
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LESSON 6

JJWads of paper from Step 1
JJGrocery bags
JJOptional: bag of “clean”

LESSON 6 FOCUS:

LESSON 6 FOCUS:
God wants people to
care for His world.

MM The children will plan to
remember to care for God’s
world during the week.

MATERIALS:
□□ Wads of paper or
optional “clean” trash
from Steps 1 and 3

4 Bible Response
God wants people to care for His world. Let’s talk about how we can
care for His world during the coming week.

22 What are some things you can do to care for God’s world?
Allow time for the children to talk. They might mention ideas
already suggested in this lesson such as: clean up trash, turn
off lights, water flowers and grass, feed pets, and try to save
water. They might suggest ways to make a bird feeder, reuse old
magazines or old toys, and so on.
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22 When can you do these things? Let the children suggest times and
places. For example, if they said they can try to save water they might
say they can turn off the water while brushing their teeth, they can
turn off the lights when they are leaving a room, or they might make
a bird feeder one day after school. Accept the ideas the children give.
Reinforce how they can care for God’s world.
Bring out the bag of paper wads or the “clean trash” from earlier. We
used this stuff earlier to help us think about trash and what it means
to care for God’s world. Let’s use it again in a different way.

22 If you had a piece of this stuff for your own, to keep, how
could you use it to help you remember to care for God’s
world? They might name places they would put it to remind them

of this Bible lesson. Some might suggest making something from
the trash or using it in a new way. It’s even okay if they say they will
throw the trash away to care for God’s world. Accept their ideas.

TAKE-HOMES

□□ Storytime for Lesson 6
□□ “Taking Care” Picture
□□ Stick Puppets
□□ “I Will Care for God’s
World” Plan and
Memory Verse

Have children pick a wad of paper or a piece of trash to keep as a
reminder to care for God’s world. These objects will help you remember
to care for God’s world during the week. Let’s tell God that we are
ready to do what He wants—to care for His world.

Seeing God throughout the Week
Remind everyone to talk with their families about how they can care
for God’s world together. They might decide to recycle items, pick
up trash at a local park, or adopt a new pet to care for and love.

□□ Reminder Wad of
Paper or Piece of
“Clean Trash”

Prayer Time
Encourage the children to tell God about their desires to
remember to care for His world. Begin a time for individual
prayer. Let volunteers pray aloud. Close your prayer time when
it seems right.

70

Early Elementary – Lesson 6

