Lesson 5

God’s Amazing Animals
Scripture: Genesis 1:20-25
Lesson Focus: God made animals.
Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4
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Getting Ready for the Bible

To connect children’s experiences to the Bible story of God’s creation of
animals, they will play a game and talk about animals.
•  
Opening Activity: Teaching Aid 2 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids); optional: animal stickers
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story Time: Genesis 1:20-25

3

The Bible and Me

4

By listening to the Bible story from Genesis 1:20-25, the children will discover
that God made animals.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 11 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids),
flannel board, Bible
•  Bible Story Review: Teaching Aid 11 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids), flannel board
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

To help them understand that God made animals, the children will explore
activity centers.
•   Animal Picture: Page for Lesson 5 (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It),
crayons; optional: chenille wires, twigs and leaves, glue
•  Follow the Animal: No materials needed
•  
Animal Visitor: Pet and owner; optional: old animal homes such as
shells or insect nests, magnifying glasses

Going Home with the Bible

The children will thank God for the animals.
•  Bible, beanbag or soft foam ball, My Sunday Pictures Lesson 5
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
Genesis 1 tells us everything that God created. We see
a progression in what was made during the six days of
Creation. The first three days were days of God’s forming
the earth; the second three, days of His filling what He
had formed. On Day 3, God separated dry ground and
surface water, making land and seas. He also made
vegetation (Gen. 1:9-13). On Day 6, God created animals
that live on land and eat vegetation. The creation of
animals in Genesis 1:20-25 was the first example of God’s
power to give the gift of life. God created a variety of
animals to fill the earth. At God’s command the waters
were filled with living things and every kind of bird was
created. These animals were blessed by God and told to

“be fruitful and increase in number” (Gen. 1:22).
On the sixth day of creation, God created three
kinds of animals: “livestock, creatures that move along
the ground, and wild animals” (Gen. 1:24).
The biblical term “kind,” the Hebrew word min, is
not equivalent to the term “species” used by biologists.
Usually two forms of life belong to the same species if
they are able to interbreed and produce fertile offspring.
According to this definition, new species have been
produced in both nature and in laboratories. However,
while new “species” can arise, new “kinds” cannot.
As God looked over the animal kingdom, He was
completely satisfied with all He had made.
Preschool – Lesson 5

57

Lesson 5 Focus: God made animals.

Teacher

Devotional
When a little boy visits the zoo,
he likes to watch the monkeys
swing. His sister, though, likes
to watch the hippo and her calf
in the water.
As you read Genesis 1:20-25,
picture various living creatures,
like gibbons and hippos, in
your mind.
God’s creation of animals
can help us see our Creator as
one who is very creative. He
did not use just one “mold.”
The variety of colors, patterns,
and shapes of living things is
amazing to behold!
God is also a caring God. He
cared enough to develop ways
for different kinds of animals to
live together, provided food for
them, and established ways for
them to continue reproducing.
Spend time in prayer praising
God for all of the wonderful
living things He created.
During your lesson, include
praise for the many animals
your children love. Help them
appreciate God’s creation of
animals.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Invite children to play “Animal Keeper” to help them begin thinking about
animals. The children follow a leader. When the leader names an animal,
the children freeze in a position like the animal that was called. The next
child in line becomes the new leader.

Projects

To help the children become involved with today’s Bible story, tape Figures
1, 2, and 6 from Teaching Aid 11 to sheets of large paper. Place the sheets of
paper near a wall. Set out crayons for children to create animal murals.

Table Play

Have the children make simple bird feeders. Let the children string
unsweetened, O-shaped cereal on two-foot lengths of yarn. Tie the ends
together and hang outside. (Taping one end of the yarn to the table and
wrapping the other end with tape will help children.)

Teacher Tip

In today’s lesson, some children may bring up some animals they are
scared of, or a bad experience with an animal. Acknowledge a child’s fear.
Give a fact about the animal to help the child see it as part of God’s special
creation. As you talk about creation, reinforce how God saw what He made
was good.

Worship Time
You may want to have a short worship time
before beginning today’s lesson.
•  Have the children sit in a circle. Let’s worship
God by singing, praying, and telling Him how
much we love Him.
•  Choose one of the children to collect the
offerings. Let’s thank God for all He gives us.
Dear God, thank You for loving us and caring
for us. Use our offerings to help others know of
Your love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Sing the following verses to the tune of “Good
Night, Ladies.”
Verse 1: God made green trees. (Sing 3x.)
I’m glad God made the trees.
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Verse 2: God made brown
dogs. (Sing 3x.)
I’m glad God made the
dogs.
Extend this song by having
children suggest other plants
or animals for the verse. Some
ideas could be God made big
whales; God made red flowers; etc.
•  Pray with the children. Pause after every three
or four words for them to repeat after you. Dear
God, thank You for being so great. You made
everything and You love us. We love You, too!
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Lesson 5 Focus: God made animals.

1

Getting Ready for the Bible
To connect children’s experiences to the Bible story of God’s creation
of animals, they will play a game and talk about animals.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 2; optional: animal stickers

Attention
Grabber
If you have not already gathered the
children into a group or you need to
focus their attention back to you, ask
them to copy your words and actions
as you sing this rhyme to the tune
“Mulberry Bush.” Do the actions as
you say them aloud.
This is the way I
stand up tall,
shrink down low,
turn around.
This is the way I
fold my hands,
and listen at
Sunday school.

Opening Activity
When the children are seated in a circle and
ready to listen, introduce the Shaggy Donkey
puppet, Teaching Aid 2. Using the puppet
and talking about animals helps the children
connect to the Bible story about God’s
creation of animals.
(Hold up the Shaggy Donkey puppet.)
Hi, Shaggy! (Encourage the children to greet
Shaggy.) What kind of an animal is Shaggy?
Teaching Aid 2
(A donkey.) (Have Shaggy whisper in your
ear.) What sound do you think Shaggy just
made? (Hee-haw.) (Put Shaggy aside.)
Let’s talk about other animal sounds. What does a cat say?
(Meow.) What does a duck say? (Quack.) And what does a cow say?
(Moo.)
Let’s use those animal sounds to play a game. I’ll tell you the
name of an animal. When I say “start” you make your sound. Try
to find any other kids making that same sound.
Whisper the word cat, dog, or cow into each child’s ear. Start!
Have each make the animal sound, then find others making the
same sound. You may put a sticker on each child’s hand to help him
or her remember the group. For small classes, use only two animals.
After all the children have found their animal group, gather them
back into one large group. It is fun to make animal sounds. Let’s
talk about animals.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, allow time for each
child to say something. This gives every child an
opportunity to connect to the Bible story through
his or her own experience.

NNWhat is your favorite animal? Children will

answer using their own experiences. Some may
answer different pets or zoo animals. Others may
talk about favorite stuffed toys. “I don’t have a
favorite animal” is also an acceptable answer.
Where do you see animals? Because of the

NN

different places to observe animals, children may
have many answers. These may be at home,
outside, at a friend’s house, at a zoo, on television,
even on the computer or Internet.
How many different animals can we name?
Let the children name all the animals they can,
including fish, birds, insects, and reptiles. The
purpose of the question is to help the children think
about the different animals God created.

NN

There are a lot of animals. Today we’re going
to learn from the Bible that God made animals.
As you hear the Bible story, listen for the names
of animals that God made.
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Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:20-25
By listening to the Bible story from Genesis 1:20-25, the children will
discover that God made animals.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 11, flannel board, Bible

Bible Story

Punch out the Bible figures from Teaching Aid 11.
Add velcro, found in your teaching aids packet, to
the back of the figures. Put the figures in the order
they will be used.
The children should still be seated in a circle ready
for the story. Open your Bible to Genesis 1 to begin.
Our story today comes from God’s Word, the Bible.
It is in the book of the Bible called Genesis. Show the
children where Genesis 1 is in your Bible. Keep your
Bible open to Genesis 1 as you tell the story.
The Bible tells us that God made many things.
God made many beautiful plants. He made trees,
flowers, and plants that make good food for us to
eat. The Bible also tells us
that God made the seasons—
spring, summer, fall, and
winter—with different kinds
of weather.
In Genesis 1 (point to
Bible), the Bible also tells us
that God made animals.
God said, “Let the waters
fill up with living things.”
(Place the fish, Figure 1, on
the flannel board.) Slish,
slosh. There were big fish
Teaching Aid 11
like whales, and small fish
like goldfish. God also made
every kind of animal that lives in the water like
jellyfish and eels. (Have children make swimming
motions while repeating the words “slish, slosh.”)
Then God said, “Let birds fly above the earth
across the sky.” (Place the birds, Figure 2, on the
board.) And that’s just what happened! Flip, flop.
There were big birds like eagles and small, colorful
birds like bluebirds that flew in the air. (Have
children move their arms as if they were flying.)
God made birds and fish. He saw that it was very
good. But God was not finished making animals yet.
God said, “Let the land produce all sorts of
living creatures.” Creature is another word for
animal. (Place the bear, Figure 3, on the board.)
There were wild animals such as bears. (Have the
children pretend to growl like bears.) God made all
the wild animals, even lions and giraffes. What
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other wild animals can you think of?
(Give the children time to answer. They
may name animals like tigers, zebras,
and elephants.)
There were small animals such
as ducks. (Place the ducks, Figure 4,
on the board. Have the children make
swimming motions with their hands.)
God made all the small animals
including frogs and squirrels. What
other small animals can you think
of? (Pause to give the children time
to name small animals such as cats,
different insects, and mice.)
God made animals that live on
farms, too. (Place the farm animals,
Figure 5, on the board.)
Let’s name the animals in the
picture. (Have the children identify the
different animals as you point to them.)
God made animals that live with us.
We call them pets. (Place the pets,
Figure 6, on the board.) What are some
pets you have? (Let the children name
the types of pets they have.)
God saw that everything He made
was good. God was pleased with all the
animals He made. God made animals.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What kind of animals did God make
first? Fish and birds.
NN What did God make after He made
birds and fish? Wild animals, small
animals, farm animals, pets.
NN Why did God make animals? Many
children may answer “I don’t know” or
say it was part of God’s creation. Help
them see that animals were part of
God’s plan for His creation.
NN Who made animals? God made
animals.

Lesson 5 Focus: God made animals.

Bible Story Review Activity
This game allows the children to use their whole bodies to review the Bible story from Genesis
1:20-25.
Before you begin the game, display all the figures from Teaching Aid 11 on the flannel
board. This may help children to think of animals during the activity.
Let’s play a game about the animals that God made. It’s called
“Animal Charades.” One of you will act out an animal without making
any sounds. The rest of us will try to guess the animal. When you think
you know the animal, say, “God made” and the name of the animal you
think is being acted.
Choose one child to act like an animal without making
sounds. Have the rest of the class take turns guessing which
animal it is.
Repeat the game until all the children have had at least
one opportunity to act out an animal.

Teaching Aid 11

Bible Memory Verse
Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice or
the rhyme, or both.

Practice

This week’s activity uses animal actions. Saying the Bible verse while doing actions helps preschoolers
remember it.
God made little animals like frogs. Let’s pretend to be frogs. (Crouch down. Put your hands on
the ground in front of you.) Frogs hop. Let’s say our Bible verse as we hop like frogs. (Encourage the
children to hop with you.) “Everything God created is good” 1 Timothy 4:4.
God made big animals like elephants. Let’s pretend to be elephants. (Bend over at the waist.
Put your hands together and swing your arms from side to side.) Elephants walk. Let’s say our Bible
verse as we walk like elephants. (Walk slowly as you swing your arms.) “Everything God created is
good” 1 Timothy 4:4.
Extend this activity by letting children choose animals. Say the Bible verse for each animal.

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse can be found in the last line of each verse of the rhyme. This week’s verses talk about
God’s creation of animals. You may want to add verses from previous lessons. Our Bible rhyme tells
us God made everything—including animals.
Birds that fly. (Wave arms in the air.)
Fish that swim. (Move hands as if swimming.)
Everything God created is good.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

Animals big. (Stretch up tall.)
Animals small. (Curl up in a ball.)
Everything God created is good.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
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The Bible and Me
To help them understand that God made animals, the children will explore activity centers.
Today’s Bible story from Genesis 1:20-25 taught your class that God made animals. To help
the children explore the concept that God made animals, choose one or more of the following
activities. Before you let the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you have
chosen. This week the Animal Visitor center needs the most teacher supervision.
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have.

When you are ready to close this step, have
the children put away the activities and gather
into a big group. You could use this activity to
attract their attention. Divide the children into
four animal groups. Give each group a special
area to clean up.
Kangaroos, hop over to . . .
Fly like birds to . . .
Swim, little fish, to . . .
Roar like lions as you . . .

Lesson 5 Focus: God made animals.
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Going Home with the Bible
The children will thank God for the animals.
NN Materials: Bible, beanbag or soft foam ball

After cleaning up, have the children sit in a circle on the
floor. Use this time to help the children thank God for
making animals.
Once again show the children where Genesis 1:2025 can be found in the Bible. What did we learn about
today that God made? (God made animals.) God made
the fish and every kind of animal that lives in the
water. He made the birds. God also made all the wild
animals, small animals, farm animals, and animals
that are pets.
What are some animals that God made? (Children
will probably say the animals mentioned in the lesson
such as fish, bears, dogs, and cats. Encourage them to
talk about other animals too.)
Let’s thank God that He made animals. Think of
your favorite animal. Give each child time to think of
an animal.
Show the beanbag or ball. We’re going to use
this ball to thank God for animals. My animal is an
elephant. I’m going to toss the ball to (a child in the
circle). Toss the ball to the child. What is your animal?
Give the child a chance to say his or her animal. Let’s
thank God for these animals.
You made elephants and (the animal the child
named). Thank You, God!
Give the beanbag or ball to a child. (Child’s name)
will toss the ball to another child. They will both
tell us their animal. Have the class say the thank-You

prayer using the two animals named. Continue until all
the children have had a turn.
Let’s stand and say a big thank You to God.
Encourage the children to shout “Thank You, God”
when you count to three. Dear God, You made many
wonderful animals. One, two, three—thank You, God!
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
One way preschoolers can worship is through prayer.
Prayers of thanks are simple prayers that children this
age can easily pray. This week use this time as a class
prayer time.
We just thanked God for different animals that He
made. What are some other things we can thank God
for? Encourage children to share any prayer requests.
Tell a thanks that you have to help them begin sharing.
If a child has a prayer request, include that too.
Let’s fold our hands, close our eyes, and bow
our heads in prayer.
Then pray: Dear God,
You love us so much.
Please hear our thanks.
(Include prayer requests
here.) We love You. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.
Next week you will

Looking
Ahead

teach the PALM
SUNDAY lesson
found on page 8.

Time to Go Home

•  Have the children play one of the animal games played during
the lesson until parents pick them up.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of the
Lesson Focus: God made animals.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 5
NN Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 5
NN Projects made at centers
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