LESSON 5

God Created People
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-22; Psalm 8
Lesson Focus: People are God’s special creation.
Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4

By playing a game and talking about the differences of
people, animals, and plants, the children will get ready
to learn that people are God’s special creation.

JJGame: Paper signs: “Animals,” “Plants,” and “People,”
tape
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed
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Bible Story:
The children will learn that people are God’s special
creation. Teach Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-22; Psalm 8: God
Made People Special.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aids 7 and 8 (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids)
□□ Bible Story Review: No materials needed
□□ Memory Verse Practice: No materials needed
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Bible Activity Choices:
The children will select activities that help them use
what they learned from the Bible story.
□□ Praise God Game: No materials needed
□□ Paper People: Bible Beginnings pp. 31–32, scissors,
crayons; optional: glue, yarn, fabric scraps
□□ God’s Special Creation Figures: Early Elementary MakeIt/Take-It for Lesson 5, dog figure for Lesson 5 (from
center section of Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It), yarn,
scissors, tape, crayons, resealable plastic bag
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Bible Response:
The children will apply the Bible lesson by praising God
for making them His special creation.
□□ Bible Beginnings pp. 33–34, pencils, Storytime for
Lesson 5
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).

JJ

Understanding
the Bible
The creation of the human
race was prefaced by God’s
announcement, “Let us make
mankind in our image” (Gen.
1:26). The three persons of the
Godhead had a consultation.
The full power and wisdom of
the Godhead was involved.
Adam and Eve were made in
God’s image, yet they were not
physical replicas of the Almighty.
Neither were they independent
of God’s influence and will. They
possessed immortality and such
characteristics as goodness,
holiness, and knowledge (Eph.
4:24; Col. 3:10). They enjoyed
a communion with God no
other creature had, and they
were capable of loving and
worshiping God by their words
and actions.
Humanity’s rule over plants
and animals is real. It is part of
the glory and honor God gave
us. However our rule is not
absolute or independent. It is
a gift given by God and not a
right. We are to use it properly
in subordination to God.
Psalm 8 is a picture of how
God intended our daily lives to
be. We should begin and end
praising God (vss. 1 and 9).
While we are given an honored
place in creation (vss. 5-8), we
are still small in comparison to
our majestic God (vs. 4).
Early Elementary – Lesson 5
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1

Bible Readiness:

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Teacher Devotional

LESSON 5

When you look in the mirror, do you see
a king or queen? Because people, unlike
animals, carry God’s image, we are the
kings and queens of creation. And God
is the Great King. Psalm 8:5 tells us that
God has crowned humans with glory
and honor. So every man, woman, and
child is worthy of our respect.
What does being crowned with glory
and honor mean to you?
Webster defines glory with words like
“great beauty” or “splendor.” Honor
means “respect” and “reverence.”
These are words we often attribute to
God. But it is sometimes harder to look
at our spouse, parents, neighbors, or
co-workers and say those same words.
Sin has left scars that make it difficult
sometimes to see God’s image in
ourselves and in others.
Christ bears God’s image perfectly.
The apostle Paul wrote that believers
are having the image of God restored
in them as they become more and more
Christlike (2 Cor. 3:18; Col. 3:9-10). So,
the story of Creation is ongoing as the
great King of Creation works in us to
restore His perfect image.
During your time alone with God and
as you worship with your class, praise
God for making each of us His special
creation.

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Most early-elementary children have been told many
times, “You are special.” Children hear this common
refrain on television, in movies, from teachers and
parents. Yet they may not really understand why they
are special. Today’s Bible lesson will help children
understand that God made them special.
Some children may think they are special because
of how they look or dress or because of something they
do well. To them, being special equals performance.
Remind them that they are always special to God
because He made them that way.
Special may also be interpreted as doing or being
better than someone else. Children learn this through
outward praise and compliments. Be aware that praise
of one child may cause another child to feel less valued
because he or she doesn’t feel the same appreciation.
Point out to children that they are all different and
they are all special, because they have been created by
God.

Early Bird Options
These ideas offer you some fun and meaningful
activities for the children to do while you are waiting
for students to arrive and you are completing lastminute preparations.
j Cut and Paste – People are God’s special
creation. This activity will get the children thinking
about people. Provide magazines and appropriate
mail-order catalogs with pictures of people. Suggest
the children cut and paste pictures of people onto
a paper with the title, “People Are God’s Special
Creation.”
Play Dough – During this lesson, the children will be
thinking about the differences between things God
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made. Ask the children to use play dough to make
something that God made. The children might make
trees, plants, animals, people, and so on.
Praise Music – Today’s Bible lesson will teach the
children to praise God for making
them special. Let the children begin
with praise. Play the PraisePac CD
song, “God Made It All.” Encourage
the children to listen, clap, move, or
sing along.

LESSON 5 FOCUS:
People are God’s special
creation

1 Bible Readiness
Game

MATERIALS:

JJPaper signs: “Animals,”
“Plants,” and “People”
□□ Tape

22 Which can grow the tallest—plants, animals, or people? Plants

LESSON 5

MM By playing a game and talking
about the differences of people,
animals, and plants, the children
will get ready to learn that people
are God’s special creation.

This activity will help the children show what they already know about
how God made people different from plants and animals. Before class,
make three signs on different colors of paper: “Animals,” “Plants,” and
“People.”
In class, gather the children around you. Show each sign as you read
each word aloud. Then tape your signs in different places around your
room. Be sure the children see the signs.
Let’s play a game to show what you know about the differences
between plants, animals, and people. Listen to some questions I will
read. Go stand near the sign that answers each question.
Here are some questions to get you started. Answers follow each
question. You might add your own questions.

22 Which of the three can talk with words? People
22 Which one can run the fastest? Animals
22 Which one can laugh at a joke? People
22 Which one grows from seeds in the soil? Plants
22 Which one did God make first? Plants
22 Which one might be a pet? Animals
22 Which of the three gives us wood for building things? Plant
22 Which one is the best at thinking and planning activities?
People
You already know a lot of differences between plants, animals, and
people. Let’s talk more about things you know about plants, animals,
and people.

Sharing Time
22 How are people, plants, and animals different? Children might
talk about how plants give us food, animals can be dangerous,
people go to school, and so on. Accept their ideas to learn what
they think about plants, animals, and people.
22 What do people do that animals can’t do? You might hear
about their ability to draw pictures, play soccer, tell stories, make a
peanut butter and jelly sandwich, think, read, and so on.
22 What do you think is God’s most special creation?
Acknowledge the ideas the children share. Accept their answers
since they tell what the children think at this point.
Today’s Bible story teaches us about God’s most special creation. Let’s
listen to find out what God’s Word says.
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LESSON 5 FOCUS:
People are God’s special
creation.

MM The children will learn that
people are God’s special creation.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:

LESSON 5

□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aids 7 and 8

2 Bible Story
Before class, study the Bible passages for this lesson. Read the Bible
story given below. Become familiar with the teaching aids and where
the picture strips from Teaching Aid 8 fit into Teaching Aid 7. You
might plan to invite some children to add the picture strips in the slits
on Teaching Aid 7.
In class, gather the children around you so they can see you and
the teaching aid. Show the children Psalm 8 in your Bible. Then turn to
Genesis 1. Tell the children that today’s Bible lesson comes from Psalm
8, and Genesis 1 and 2. Keep your Bible open as you tell the story.

God Made People Special: Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-22; Psalm 8
God made
the world and
everything on the
earth. He made the
land and the water.
(Show Teaching
Aid 7.) God made
all of the plants.
(Point to plants
on Teaching Aid
7.) God made all
kinds of animals.
(Add Strips A-B,
C-D, and E-F from
Teaching Aid 8
to the slits marked with the matching letters on
Teaching Aid 7.) All of the plants and animals were
good.
God wasn’t finished making all that He wanted
to put on the earth. What God was going to make
next would be His most special creation.
God said, “Let us make people.” With these
words, God made the first man. He named him
Adam. God said, “I will make a helper for Adam so
he is not alone.” God made the first woman. Adam
named her Eve. Adam and Eve were created special
by God. Here is a picture of Adam and Eve in the
garden where God put them. (Remove Strip E-F
and add Strip G-H from Teaching Aid 8 to the slits
marked G-H on Teaching Aid 7.)
God made people special. After God made
people, He told them to rule over all of creation.
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This means that God made people to be more
important than the plants and animals. The Bible
says that we have been crowned with glory and
honor to rule over creation. It’s like God made us to
be the kings and queens of everything He made.
God made us in His likeness. This doesn’t mean
we look like God. Being made in God’s likeness
means we can learn about God, love God, and talk
with Him. We talk with God when we pray.
Because we are made in God’s likeness we can
make choices and choose between right and wrong.
This is why we can choose to listen to God’s Word
and obey what He says.
God also made people special by making them
able to love each other. Adam and Eve loved
each other because God made people His special
creation. (Point to Adam and Eve walking with each
other on Strip G-H.) Because God made us special,
we can think of ways to be kind and loving toward
others. We can make friends and then do things
that help us be better friends. We talk about things
and play in ways that none of the animals can do
because God made us His special creation.
Since we are God’s special creation, we can talk
with Him and praise Him through things we do and
say. People are the only part of God’s creation that
can pray and sing to worship God. We are special
because God made us so we could pray, sing
praises, and worship Him.
God made people different from everything else
He created. People are God’s special creation.

Bible Story Review Questions
22 Who made people? God made people.
22 Who was the first man God made? Adam
22 Who was the first woman God made? Eve

22 Why can we pray to God, sing praises to
Him, and worship Him? We can do these
things because we are God’s special creation.
22 Who is God’s special creation? People are
God’s special creation.

Bible Story Review Activity
This activity will let you check what the children have
learned in an active and fun way. Have the children
sit. Tell them you will read aloud one statement at
a time. They must be sitting down before you will
read each statement. Tell them to jump up if your
statement is true. They stay seated if it is false. You
might ask them to tell you why the false sentences

Memory Verse Practice

NN We can learn about God and pray to Him
because we are God’s special creation. True, jump
up.
NN God made people with four legs. False, stay
seated. He made people with two legs.
NN God made people to rule over the things He
made. True, jump up.
NN Making friends is something we can do
because God made us special. True, jump up.
NN People can be loving and kind to others
because God made people special. True, jump up.
NN Adam and Eve were the first two people
God created. True, jump up.
NN God made Eve first and Adam second. False,
stay seated. God made Adam first.
NN You are God’s special creation. True, jump up.

LESSON 5

22 What can people do because they are
God’s special creation? People rule over
creation. We can learn about God, love God,
and talk with Him. We can choose between
right and wrong. People can love each other
and be kind.

are not true. Feel free to add some of your own
statements from the Bible story.

Memory Verse:
Everything God
created is good.
1 Timothy 4:4

Early-elementary children learn through frequent repetition.
Once they have learned something, they like to use it. The
children who are learning the verse and those who already
know it will both benefit from this Scripture verse activity.
Ask a volunteer to stand and say the verse with you.
Each of you pick another to stand and say the verse as a choir of four.
Each of the four get one more to make eight people who say the verse
together. Continue multiplying the verse choir until everyone participates.
Praise the children at each step of the practice for their ability to remember
God’s Word. If you have a small group, let the verse choir select only one child
at a time to come join the group in saying the verse. This will increase the size
of your verse choir gradually yet allow the verse choir to repeat the verse a
number of times.
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LESSON 5 FOCUS:
People are God’s special
creation.

LESSON 5

MM The children will
select activities that
help them use what
they learned from the
Bible story.

3 Bible Activity Choices
Offer as many of these options as you can for the children to use their Bible
knowledge in the ways that suit each of them the best. The game will need floor
space. The Paper People project could be done at a table. Teach the class all the
options you provide. Then dismiss the children to begin at the activities of their
choice. You might help the game get started, then visit the children at the other
centers.

Praise God Game
This game will help the children
practice how they are God’s
special creation.
Explain to the children the
following variation of “Mother
May I?” Select a student to be
the leader.
The other children are the
players. The players stand in a
line a short distance from the
leader. Players take turns asking
the leader if they may move
forward. For example: “Leader,
may we take one big leap
forward?” “Leader, may we take
a baby hop forward?” etc. The
leader may say “yes,” or “no.”
When the leader says, “Yes,” the
players move forward as they
say, “Praise God for making me
special.” The first player to reach
the leader becomes the new
leader.
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God’s Special
Creation Figures
□□ Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 5
□□ Dog figure for Lesson 5
(from center section of
Make-It/Take-It)
□□ Yarn
□□ Scissors
□□ Tape
□□ Crayons
□□ Resealable plastic bags

Show the children the craft page
as you explain where they should
separate and fold the pieces so
they stand. Teach them to cut
and attach a piece of yarn as
a leash from the boy’s hand to
the dog. Children may want to
color the figures. See the back
side of the craft page for more
complete instructions.
Ask the children to use their
completed figures to make
up stories of what the
boy can do because
people are God’s special
creation.
Send each
child’s figures
home in a
resealable plastic
bag.

Paper People
□□ Bible Beginnings, pages 31
and 32
□□ Scissors
□□ Crayons
□□ Optional: glue, yarn, fabric
scraps

Explain how to fold and cut the
page to make two paper people.
Let them finish the second
person with crayons. You might
provide yarn for hair and fabric
scraps for clothing.

LESSON 5 FOCUS:
People are God’s special
creation.
MM The children will apply the Bible
lesson by praising God for making
them His special creation.

MATERIALS:
□□ Bible Beginnings, pages 33
and 34
□□ Pencils

4 Bible Response
People are God’s special creation. Let’s talk about things we can do
because we are God’s special creation. Distribute Bible Beginnings,
pages 33 and 34. Ask the children to look at the children on page 33.

22 What are these children doing that shows they are God’s
special creation? Let the children respond. They might suggest
they are reading the Bible, learning about God, taking a dog for a
walk, showing love to another person, praising God by writing Him
a card, praying, and so on.

We can praise God because we are His special creation.

22 What are some ways we can praise God? Let the children think
and respond. You might hear about singing, praying, showing love
to God or people, telling others what we learned today, and so on.

Looking Ahead
Next week you will teach the
Palm Sunday lesson found on
page 8.

Have the children turn over their page. Read the page aloud as you
point to each word. Draw a picture or write some words to show how
you will praise God for making you special. Let the children think and
work. They might copy a picture from the other side. They might draw
themselves singing or helping another. If children ask for help to spell a
word, write the word on a board for them to copy.

22 How do you plan to praise God during the week? Let the
children talk and show their ideas. Encourage each one to share his or
her plan.

TAKE-HOMES
□□ Storytime for Lesson 5
□□ God’s Special
Creation Figures

Seeing God throughout the Week
Because we are God’s special creation, He made us able to love
each other, as well as Him. This coming week, look for ways to
show those around you that you love them, and tell God you love
Him, too.

□□ Paper People
□□ “I Will Praise God”
Plan

Prayer Time
We can praise God for making us special with a prayer.
Close your class time by leading your class in praising God for
making you special.
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22 What can you do because you are God’s special creation? Let
the children talk. You might hear they can praise God by singing or
reading the Bible, learn about God at Sunday school, have pets at
home, love God and people, pray, and so on.

