Lesson 4

Jesus
Is Special
Bible Basis: Matthew 7:7-11; 28:20;
Romans 8:35
Lesson Focus: Jesus is special.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Photo
Poster 6
Bible Story Time
Matthew 7:7-11; 28:20; Romans 8:35

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figures 9, 11, Story Card 4, Story Mat
Music Time
“JESUS IS THE KING”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD,
CD player

Craft Step

Musical Hearts
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD,
CD player, construction paper, washable
markers
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 4

This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.

Teacher Devotional

When a two year old is frightened or scared, he
or she clings to someone, preferably a parent,
for shelter, protection, and love. As adults, we
may feel the same need to cling to someone.
When you are scared or frightened,
where do you turn first? Jesus is there for
you and longs to meet your needs.
Jesus promises in Matthew 28:20, “And
surely I am with you always, to the very end
of the age.” What a promise of comfort!
Jesus is always there for you to cling to in
times of both joy and trials. Nothing can
separate you from that love (Rom. 8:38-39).
This week, cling to God and His love.

Understanding the Bible

The Bible passages for today’s lesson help
us understand Jesus and His love for each
one of us. Jesus is Immanuel—“God with us”
(Matt. 1:23). Jesus expands this in Matthew
28:20. The adverb “always” in this case
may include “the whole part of every day.”
Therefore, Jesus promises His believers that
He is with them every part of every day for
now and eternity.
Believers can confidently pray to God.
God hears and answers those requests. They
are not rejected or ignored (Matt. 7:7-8).
In Romans, Paul further expands on how
close believers are to God. As an answer to
questions Paul asks of believers, he assures
them that though they may have difficulties
and suffering, nothing separates them from
the love of Jesus.
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Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus is special.

Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group to
hear the Bible story from
Matthew 7:7-11; 28:20; and
Romans 8:35. You can also
walk around the room, visit
the children at different
activities, and use the story
mat to present the Bible
Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Musical
Hearts in the Craft Step, page 35.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small or whole
group activities depending on the size of your group. Invite them
to the rug for the Bible Step, page 33. Today’s Bible story is “Jesus Is
Special” from Matthew 7:7-11; 28:20; and Romans 8:35.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement and
Music Time, page 34. Sing the song, “Jesus Is the King,” this week.
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words. Set out
story books and Bible books about Jesus. As you read to the children,
point out different things Jesus is doing in the pictures. Identifying
Jesus over and over will help the children understand the Bible story of
Jesus being special from Matthew 7:7-11; 28:20; and Romans 8:35.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play.
Toys—
Encouarge play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, dishes, and utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life. Encourage
the children to play with the dolls. Have them show love to the dolls to
help them relate to today’s Bible story, “Jesus Is Special.”

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…
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Lesson 4–Toddler

In today’s Bible story, “Jesus Is Special,” from Matthew 7:7-11;
28:20; and Romans 8:35, children learn about Jesus’ love for
them. This new information can be the beginning of a personal
relationship. Young children build relationships with people they
can trust and who love and care for them. As you teach about
Jesus’ love, you are helping to prepare them to have a personal
relationship with Him.

Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus is special.

Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 6
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children. Sharing what they know about
adults loving children helps them connect to the Bible story, “Jesus Is Special,”
from Matthew 7:7-11; 28:20; and Romans 8:35. Invite small groups
(no more than four children) to the rug for Talk Time. Use this
rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!
Show Photo Poster 6. Point to the child. Here is a girl. Where is her
mommy? Ask a child to point to the mommy. What are the girl and
mommy doing? (Hugging each other.) When people hug each
other they show they love each other. What are things people do
Photo Poster 6
to show you they love you? (Children may suggest hugging, kissing, holding, or
talking to a child.) Encourage children to share ways they know they are loved.
Children with advanced verbal skills will give more complete answers. Jesus loves
us too. Today we are going to learn that Jesus is special.

Bible Story Time

NNMatthew 7:7-11; 28:20; Romans 8:35
Toddlers and two year olds build personal relationships with
people who love them. They can also start to see Jesus as someone who loves them. Today’s Bible story teaches about Jesus’
special love. Open your Bible to Matthew 7. Our story this
week comes from the Bible, God’s special book.
The Bible tells us that Jesus is special. He loves us.
(Hug yourself.)
He is always with us.
(Nod head up and down.)
Jesus is special, and He loves us.
(Hug yourself.)
We can always talk to Him.
(Move your hands as if you were talking.)
Jesus is special, and He loves us.
(Hug yourself.)
Jesus is special!
(Point up.)
Whether you are telling the story to one child or a small
group, repeat the Bible story. Repeating the actions with you
will help the children learn and remember.

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. Who loves us? (Jesus)
2. Who is special? (Jesus)
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Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus is special.

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 9, 11, Story Card 4, Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. Encourage
the children to interact with the figures of Jesus (Figure 9) and the heart
(Figure 11) as they help you retell the Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible
Step. Either stay at the rug with the small group you have already gathered or
visit children at different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.

Punch out any new figures for the lesson and Story Card 4. Lay
the story card next to the story mat.
Place Jesus (Figure 9) on the mat. This is Jesus. Jesus is special.
He loves us. Have a child put the heart (Figure 11) on the mat. Have a
child cover Jesus with his or her hand. You may need to show the child how
to do this. Even when we can’t see Jesus, He is always with us. Have
the child remove his or her hand to reveal Jesus again. We can always
talk to Jesus. Have children fold their hands. Jesus is special!
Even if you tell the story to just one child at a time, repeat it
to each child or small group. Toddlers and two year olds need to
hear and do things more than once.
Story Mat with Story Figures
9, 11, and Story Card 4

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story from Matthew 7:7-11; Matthew 28:20; and
Romans 8:35 about how Jesus is special.
“JESUS IS THE KING”
The complete song is found on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words
and movements can be found on page 72 of this teacher’s guide.
Toddlers love to hear the same song repeatedly. Be sure to repeat the song “Jesus Is the
King” as children learn it.
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Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus is special.

Craft Step
Musical Hearts

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. They discover how markers work by coloring with them. Encourage
each child to create more than one Musical Heart drawing as time allows. All the things your
children create are treasures. You can send them all home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—CD
Construction paper

CD player
Washable markers

Before Class: 1. Draw a heart on each piece of construction paper.
2. Place the CD player, with the CD, near the table.

Craft Time

Give each child a piece of paper with a heart drawn on it. Your paper has a heart shape on it. A
heart reminds us of love. Jesus loves us. Ask each child to pick up a marker. Begin playing the
CD. Be sure to play “Jesus Is the King” as well as a variety of other songs. Have the children color
as they listen to the music. Some of them will color to the beat. If the beat is fast, the children
will color fast. Encourage the children to change colors of markers as they color. Let the children
make more than one drawing.
Before the children finish the craft time, talk about today’s Bible story from Matthew and
Romans. Jesus loves us. He is always with us, even when we can’t see Him. We can always talk to
Jesus. Jesus is special.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are glad
they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who is special?”
Send each child home with his or her very own Starting
Steps. One side connects each child’s family to today’s
lesson; the other side includes a devotional, parenting tips,
and an amusing anecdote.
Toddler–Lesson 4
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