Lesson 4

God’s Plan for Seasons
Scripture: Genesis 1:14; Psalm 147:15-18; Song of Songs 2:11-13
Lesson Focus: God made seasons.
Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4
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Getting Ready for the Bible

To relate the children’s experiences to the Bible story of God’s creation of
seasons, they will talk about types of weather.
•  Opening Activity: No materials needed
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story Time: Genesis 1:14;
Psalm 147:15-18; Song of Songs 2:11-13

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

The children will learn that God made seasons.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 10 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•  Bible Story Review: Teaching Aid 10 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids), beanbag
•  Bible Memory Verse: Teaching Aid 10 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)

The Bible and Me

The children will explore activity centers that will help them understand
that God made seasons.
•  Seasons Book: Page for Lesson 4 (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It),
crayons or washable markers; optional: colored paper scraps, glue
•  Four Seasons Game: Teaching Aid 10 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•   Signs of Spring: Optional: old magazines

Going Home with the Bible

The children will thank God for the seasons.
•  Teaching Aid 10 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible, My
Sunday Pictures Lesson 4
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
God had a purpose for everything He made. The
Hebrew word bara [bah-RAH] means to “create” and
signifies the forming of something unique that had
not existed before. It is used three times in the Genesis
account of Creation: at the creation of the universe, the
creation of animals, and the creation of human beings.
God set everything in place according to His divine
blueprint to carry out His plan.
God created the stars, sun, and moon on the
fourth day. Their purpose is to distinguish day from
night as well as to show the time for various seasonal
changes (Gen. 1:14, 17-18). The sun and moon are to be
appreciated as signs of God’s creative work (Isa. 40:26).
Time is measured according to the rhythm of day
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and night. The sun and moon mark these. Each season
has its own rhythm in relation to the sun.
The changing seasons are also part of God’s plan.
They reassure us that life is predictable and that God
is in control of His plan. God also designed the kind of
weather that is needed to help the plants and vegetation
grow and produce in all the different areas of the world
(Ps. 147:15-18).
God is a God of order. Days, weeks, months, and
seasons are all part of God’s order.
At the end of the fourth day, we are told that God
saw that His work was “good” (Gen. 1:18). God was
satisfied with His work.

Lesson 4 Focus: God made seasons.

Teacher

Devotional
Ecclesiastes chapter 3 begins
with “There is a time for
everything, and a season for
every activity under heaven.” It
continues for seven verses with
different “seasons” of life.
God governs all these
seasons. He also governs
the seasons of your life.
Analyze what “season” you
might be in for each of these
areas: physical, spiritual, and
relational.
Think about changes you
would like to make in any of
these seasons. Perhaps you
have been wanting to spend
more time in Bible study and
prayer. Or maybe there’s a
friend you need to talk to,
or a relationship that needs
mending.
Close with a prayer, thanking
God for bringing the change of
seasons. Ask Him to grant you
the strength to make or accept
changes in your life.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Play “Wind in the Trees.” Children stand in a circle, pretending to be trees.
The “wind” moves in and out of the trees making a blowing sound as the
trees bend. Have the wind trade places with a tree. This active game helps
children think about trees. In today’s Bible story, a tree will be used to help
them understand God made seasons.

Projects

Put crayons, paper, glue sticks, and cotton balls on the table. Invite children
to make two trees—one in summer and one in winter. These pictures will
help the children relate what they know about seasons to today’s Bible
story.

Table Play

Set out seasonal clothing you gathered from the home living center or
brought from home. Have the children sort clothes by what to wear when
it is cold, hot, rainy, and so forth. The sorting will help them relate to the
Lesson Focus, God made seasons.

Teacher Tip

One way preschoolers learn about the world is through observation.
They observe when sorting or classifying objects into different groups.
Encourage them to sort by color, size, shape, or other characteristics of the
groups of objects you provide.

Worship Time
You may want to have a short worship time
before beginning today’s lesson.
•  Gather the children to worship. Sing the
following words to the tune of “Go In and Out the
Window.” Let’s worship God together (sing three
times), And offerings gladly bring.
•  Ask a child helper to collect offerings. Lead the
children in a prayer of thanksgiving. Dear God,
thank You for giving us so much. We give You
these offerings to show You we love You. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Add the following verse to the song taught last
week to the tune “Row, Row, Row Your Boat.”

Verse 2: I’m glad God
made spring,
Pretty, pretty spring.
(Pretend to pick a flower.)
I’m glad God made the
rain we see,
(Wiggle fingers down like
raindrops falling.)
And that God made me.
(Point to self.)
•  Close with a prayer: Dear God, You give us
all kinds of weather. Thank You for the warm
weather, the cold weather, the rain, and the
sunshine. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Preschool – Lesson 4
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Getting Ready for the Bible
To relate the children’s experiences to the Bible story of God’s creation
of seasons, they will talk about types of weather.
NN Materials: None needed

Attention
Grabber
If you have not already gathered the
children into a group or you need to
focus their attention back to you, ask
them to copy your actions and words
as you sing this rhyme to the tune
“Mulberry Bush.” Do the actions as
you say them aloud.
This is the way I
stand up tall,
shrink down low,
turn around.
This is the way I
fold my hands,
and listen at
Sunday school.

Opening Activity
When the children are seated in a circle and ready to listen,
introduce the activity “Let’s Pretend.” Acting out types of weather
and discussing seasons helps the children relate to the Bible story
from Genesis 1:14; Psalm 147:15-18; and Song of Songs 2:11-13.
Today we’re going to play a game called “Let’s Pretend.” I’ll tell
you something about the weather. Then we’ll all pretend different
things about that type of weather.
Let’s pretend that the flowers are starting to bloom. It’s
raining out. What should we wear? (Raincoats and umbrellas will
be popular answers.) Let’s pretend to put those things on. (Act out
putting on the mentioned items. Encourage the children to pretend
with you.) It can be rainy in spring.
Let’s pretend again. It is very hot and sunny out. What should
we wear? (Encourage children to talk about wearing warm weather
clothes such as shorts and T-shirts.) Let’s pretend to put those on.
(Pretend to put on the clothes. Have the children pretend with you.) It
is often hot in summer.
Let’s pretend it is cooler outside. The leaves are falling from
the trees. What should we wear? (Accept reasonable answers. They
may range from long pants to a warm jacket.) Let’s put on those
things. (Give children time to pretend.) Fall comes after summer.
Let’s pretend one last time. It’s very cold and snowy outside.
What would we wear? (Children will probably mention a coat,
boots, a hat, and mittens. If you live in a warm climate, accept
answers about what is worn in your area.) Let’s pretend we’re
putting on those things. (Encourage the children to help you act out
putting on winter clothes.) It’s often cold in the winter.
Gather children back into a circle. We dressed for the different
seasons—winter, spring, summer, and fall. Let’s talk about the
seasons.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time for
each child to say something. This gives every child
an opportunity to connect to the Bible story and
Lesson Focus, “God Made Seasons,” through his or
her own experience.

NNWhat is your favorite season? Children will talk

about winter, spring, summer, or fall. Some children
may talk about the weather at a certain time of year.
Name the season they discuss. For example, “You
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like summer, when it is hot.” Other children may
not have a favorite.
What do you like about your favorite season?
Try to get the children to give details about their
favorite seasons. “I don’t know” is a fine answer too.

NN

The seasons are spring, summer, fall, and
winter. Today we’re going to learn that God
made seasons. The Bible tells us that God made
the seasons. As you hear the Bible story, listen for
the different seasons.

Lesson 4 Focus: God made seasons.
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Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:14; Psalm 147:15-18; Song of Songs 2:11-13
The children will learn that God made seasons.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 10, Bible, beanbag

Bible Story
Separate the picture cards from Teaching Aid 10, and
put them in numerical order.
Make sure that the children are still gathered in
a group ready for the story. Have your Bible open to
Genesis 1 to begin. Today’s story comes from the
Bible. It is found in the book of the Bible called
Genesis. You may also want to include the other
books in the Scripture reference, Psalms and Song of
Songs. Parts of the story are also found in the books
of Psalms and Song of Songs. (Show the children
where Genesis 1 is in your Bible. Keep your Bible
open to Genesis 1 as you tell
the story. If you talked about
Psalms and Song of Songs,
show the children where those
books are and mark them with
bookmarks.)
God had a great plan
when He made the world.
God planned growing times
and resting times for the
plants He made. Part of His
plan was to make different
seasons of the year. Those
Teaching Aid 10
seasons are spring, summer,
fall, and winter.
One way we know the different seasons is with
the help of the sun, moon, and stars. Not only do
they show us when it is day and night, but they also
show us the different seasons. The plants God made
can also give us clues as to which season we are in.
(Show Picture Card 1, the spring card.) It is
springtime for this apple tree! God has sent rain
in the spring. (Make rain come down with fingers.)
The rain has helped the tree grow. God made new
leaves and blossoms grow on the tree. The Bible
tells us that flowers begin to bloom in the spring.
(Show Picture Card 2, the summer card.) As
the daylight lasts longer, the days get warmer. The
long and warm days let us know God has changed
spring into summer. The leaves on the apple tree
have grown big. Little green apples have begun
growing on the tree. (Ask a child to find the green
apples on the card.)

(Show Picture Card 3, the fall
card.) When the days become cooler
and shorter, God has changed
summer to fall. On the apple tree, the
apples have turned from green to red.
The leaves have turned bright colors
and fallen to the ground. (Pretend to
bite into an apple.)
(Show Picture Card 4, the winter
card.) We know that God has changed
fall to winter when days are short and
cold. In some parts of the world, it
snows in the winter. (Say “Brr” and
rub arms.) The Bible tells us about
God sending snow. The apple tree
has lost all its leaves. It is waiting for
spring to come.
God made four seasons: spring,
summer, fall, and winter. (Hold
up one finger for each season.) The
seasons God made are all part of His
wonderful world. God made seasons.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What are the names of the seasons
God made? Spring, summer, fall,
winter.
NN How did the apple tree change each
season? Had blossoms, grew leaves
and apples, apples turned red and the
leaves fell, the tree is bare.
NN What would happen to the tree if
every season was cold? The children
may mention that it wouldn’t have
leaves, flowers, or apples. They may
also say, “I don’t know.”
NN Who made seasons? God made
seasons.

Preschool – Lesson 4
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Bible Story Review Activity
To review today’s Bible story of God’s creation of seasons, encourage the children to play a
beanbag game.
Have the children sit in a circle. Place the four cards from Teaching
Aid 10 on the floor inside the circle. Ask a child to throw the beanbag
toward the picture cards. What season is the beanbag on? After the child
names the season, ask “Who made (the name of the season the child
named)?” The children should answer, “God made (the name of the
season).”
Give the beanbag to another child and repeat until all the children
have had a turn. For a more active game, have the children stand behind
a line to throw the beanbag.

Teaching Aid 10

Bible Memory Verse
Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice or the
rhyme, or both.

Practice

Place one of the four picture cards from Teaching Aid 10 in each corner of
your room. The movement in this activity will help the preschoolers in your
class remember the verse.
Walk your class to the spring picture, Card 1. God made spring. Let’s say our Bible verse.
“Everything God created is good” 1 Timothy 4:4.
Summer follows spring. Walk to Card 2. God made summer. Say our Bible verse with me.
“Everything God created is good” 1 Timothy 4:4.
Move to the fall picture, Card 3. God made the fall. Say our Bible verse with me again.
“Everything God created is good” 1 Timothy 4:4.
Finally, walk to the winter card, Card 4. And God made winter. Let’s shout our Bible verse.
“Everything God created is good” 1 Timothy 4:4.

Bible Rhyme Time
The verse is in the last line of the Bible rhyme. This week adds a verse that reinforces today’s Bible
story. Say the words and do the actions with the children. When they can say the rhyme on their
own, clap a beat as the children say the rhyme. God made the plants and seasons. Our Bible
rhyme helps us remember our Bible verse, “Everything God created is good.”
Plants to eat.
Strawberries sweet.
Everything God created is good.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
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Summer, fall.
Winter, spring.
Everything God created is good.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

Lesson 4 Focus: God made seasons.
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The Bible and Me
The children will explore activity centers that will help them understand that God
made seasons.
In today’s Bible story, your class learned that God made seasons. To help the children understand
the lesson, choose one or more of the following activities. Demonstrate each activity before the
children begin. Signs of Spring needs the most teacher supervision this week.
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When you are ready to close this step, have
the children put away the activities and gather
into a big group. You could use this activity to
attract their attention. Divide the children into
four animal groups. Give each group a special
area to clean up.
Kangaroos, hop over to . . .
Fly like birds to . . .
Swim, little fish, to . . .
Roar like lions as you . . .
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Going Home with the Bible
The children will thank God for the seasons.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 10, Bible

After cleaning up, have the children sit in a circle either
on chairs or on a rug. Use this time to help the children
celebrate that God made seasons.
Show the children once again where Genesis 1 is in
the Bible. If you previously showed the children where
Psalm 147 and Song of Songs are in the Bible, review
those places also.
In today’s Bible story, we
learned that God made seasons.
(Hold up each card from
Teaching Aid 10. Encourage the
children to complete the sentence
for each card.) God made
(whatever season is pictured on
the card: spring, summer, fall,
winter). Repeat for all four cards.
We can thank God that He
made seasons. Think of your
favorite season: spring, summer,
Teaching Aid 10
fall, or winter. What do you want to
thank God for about that season?
Maybe it’s because flowers grow in spring, snow falls
in winter, or your birthday is in the summer. Choose
what you want to thank God for about your season.
Give the children time to think.
Let’s spend time thanking God for our favorite
seasons. Each of you will get a turn to thank God for
seasons. Go around the circle giving each child an
opportunity to say a short prayer. Begin with yourself.

Dear God, thank You for making (name of season)
because (flowers grow, I like snow, that’s when my
birthday is, etc.). Encourage each child to pray. Close
the prayer after each child has had a turn. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
Close with a celebration time. Hold up each card
from Teaching Aid 10 one at a time. Ask the children
to tell the name of the season pictured on the card.
After each card, lead the children in a cheer: God made
seasons. Thank You, God!

If You Have Extra Time
Use the song “God Made It All” on the PraisePac CD to
play a musical game. This musical game
helps reinforce today’s Bible story
where God made seasons.
In today’s Bible story, we learned
that God made seasons. Move
around the room while the music is
playing. When I stop the music, shout out
one season that God made. Play the song from the
PraisePac CD in your Creative Teaching Aids packet.
Stop the music after about 15 seconds. Let the children
shout out the seasons that God made.
Repeat playing and stopping the song three
more times. If a child repeats another child’s
answer, that’s okay.

Time to Go Home

•  Until parents come to pick up the children, let
the children play the “Four Seasons” game on page 55.
•  As the children leave, remind them of the Lesson Focus
as you say goodbye: God made seasons.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 4
NN Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 4
NN Projects from centers
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