Lesson 3

God Gives Us
Water
Bible Basis: Exodus 15:22—17:6
Lesson Focus: God gives us water.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 5
Bible Story Time
Exodus 15:22—17:6

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Story Figures 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, Story Card 3,
Story Mat
Music Time
“YES, GOD GIVES US”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD,
CD player

Craft Step

“Painting” with Water Bottles
NNDrawing paper, tempera paint,
foam meat trays, paint shirts,
water bottles, paper towels;
optional: teacher’s smock, dishpan, soap
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 3
This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.
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Teacher Devotional

In Exodus 3, God called Moses to lead the
Israelites. Moses’ first response to God was not
“Yes.” It was basically, “Why me?” But God still
used Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.
Read Exodus 15:22—17:6. The
Israelites complained and did not trust
God when times were hard. Despite all
these complaints, God used Moses and the
Israelites to carry out His will.
Sometimes we complain when God calls
us to carry out His will. But God still uses us.
God is using you as you teach and care
for the children in your class. Look beyond
frustrations that tempt you to complain, and
be open to what He wants to do through you.

Understanding the Bible

Moses led the people south from the Desert
of Sin to make camp at Rephidim (Exod.
17:1). The people complained to Moses when
they discovered there was no water at this site.
The Israelites seemingly complained
against Moses and Aaron whenever there
was a crisis. In actuality, this was a quarrel
with God (Exod. 16:8). This constant testing
of God showed their lack of faith in Him.
God instructed Moses to go with the elders
away from the crowds and strike his staff
against a specific rock in nearby Horeb. Moses
had previously encountered the burning bush
at Horeb (Exod. 3:1-2).
God kept His word to provide water.
The event was celebrated by later writers
(Ps. 78:15-16; 105:41; 114:8). Moses,
however, named the site Massah, meaning
“testing,” and Meribah which means
“quarreling.”
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Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group to
hear the Bible story from
Exodus 15:22—17:6. You
can also walk around the
room, visit the children at
different activities, and use
the story mat to present the
Bible Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see “Painting
with Water Bottles” in the Craft Step, page 30.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group
activities. Invite them to the rug for the Bible Step, page 28.
Today’s Bible story is “God Gives Us Water,” from Exodus 15:22—17:6.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement
and Music Time, page 29. This week sing “Yes, God Gives Us.”
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Set out a plastic tub filled with an inch of water on a towel and toys
for water play. This supervised water play will help the children relate
to the Bible story, “God Gives Us Water,” from Exodus 15:22—17:6.
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, pots and pans,
and utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life.
Encourage children to give the dolls pretend water to drink to
help them understand the thirsty people in today’s Bible story from
Exodus 15:22—17:6.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…

In today’s Bible story from Exodus 15:22—17:6, the Israelites were
going through a stressful time. They needed to learn to relax and
trust in God. Some children arriving in your class may have just
gone through the “Hurry! We’re late for church!” routine. These
children may come stressed or in a hurry to explore every object.
Playing calming music may help them relax and slow down.
Toddler–Lesson 3
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Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 5
Toddlers love to look at photographs of children. Sharing what they know
about water helps them connect to the Bible story, “God Gives Us Water,”
from Exodus 15:22—17:6. Invite small groups (four children or less) to
the rug for Talk Time. Use this rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!

Photo Poster 5

Show Photo Poster 5. Who can find the child in the picture? Have
the children point to the little girl. Here is a girl. Point to the water. Here is
some water. The girl is drinking the water. What do we do with water?
Encourage all the children to share. Be prepared to give some ideas such
as drink and take a bath. Expect that some of the children will simply
repeat the ideas you give. Children with more advanced verbal skills will
give longer answers. We can do many things with water. Today we’re going
to learn that God gives us water.

Bible Story Time
NNExodus 15:22—17:6

Toddlers have experience with how water tastes and feels.
Today’s Bible story connects what they know about water to
who gives them water. Open your Bible to Exodus 15. Our
story for today is from God’s special book, the Bible. Moses’
story is in the Bible. Moses might tell his story like this:

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did God give the
people? (Water)
2. Who gives us water?
(God)

28

My name is Moses. I went on a long trip with some people.
(Pretend to be walking.)
We became very thirsty. But there was no water.
We wanted water to drink.
(Point to your mouth. Then shake your head no.)
God told me to hit a rock with my stick.
(Put your fist in the palm of your other hand.)
God made water come out of the rock.
(Move hands outward and say “Swish” with the children.)
God gave me and the people water to drink.
(Lift hands up in praise.)
God gives us water.
(Pretend to drink a glass of water.)
Repeat the story to help the children learn and remember.
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Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 1, 2, 4, 6, 7,
Story Card 3, Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. Encourage the
children to interact with the figures of the woman (Figure 1), the boy (Figure 2), the
man (Figure 4), the rock (Figure 6), and the stream (Figure 7) as they help you retell
the Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible Step.
Keep the small group you have already gathered together at the rug or visit children
at different activities and tell the Bible Review Story.
Punch out any new figures for the lesson and Story Card
3. Lay the story card next to the story mat.
Arrange the figures on the floor so the children can
choose the figure needed in the story. Ask a child to put the woman,
the boy, and the man (Figures 1, 2, and 4) on the mat. These people
were thirsty. They needed a drink of water. But they had no water.
God made water come out of the rock. Ask a child to put the water
coming out of the rock (Figures 6 and 7) on the mat. God gave the
people water. God gives us water.
Repeat this story with each group of children—no matter how
small. Toddlers and two year olds need to hear and do things
more than one time to remember them.
Story Mat with Story Figures
1, 2, 4, 6, 7, and Story Card 3

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story from Exodus 15:22—17:6 where God gave
water to Israel in the wilderness.
“YES, GOD GIVES US”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 71 of this teacher’s guide.
Toddlers and two year olds love to hear songs over and over. Repeat the song “Yes,
God Gives Us” to help the children remember it.
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Craft Step
“Painting” with Water Bottles

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one “Painting” as time
allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send them all home.
Where: At the table
Materials:
Drawing paper
Water bottles (small)
Tempera paint
Foam meat trays Paint shirts
Optional: teacher’s smock (see page 25), dishpan, soap, paper towels
Before Class: 1. Set out color stations for the children with 3 to 4 colors of tempera paint each
poured into a foam meat tray. 2. Set out a water bottle at each color station (which serves as the
“paint brush” for the children to “paint” with). Quick Teacher Tip: For quick cleanup,
have a dishpan of soapy water and paper towels nearby to wash children’s hands.

Craft Time

Help each child put on a paint shirt. You may want to wear a craft smock to protect your clothes.
Give each child a piece of drawing paper. Ask them to select which color they want to
“paint” with and help them dip the bottom of the water bottle in the tray of paint and
then use it as a “stamp” to make circles on their paper. Let each child make more than
one “Painting.”
As the children work, talk about the Bible story from Exodus 15:22—17:6. Some people were
very thirsty. They didn’t have any water to drink. God made water come out of a rock. God gave the
people water. God gives us water.

Goodbye Time
As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are
glad they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who gives
us water?” Send each child home with his or her very
own Starting Steps. One side connects each child’s family
to today’s lesson; the other side includes a devotional,
parenting tip, and an amusing anecdote.
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