Lesson 3

amilies with Toddlers
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Faith Activi
Starting Steps is for families to use at home. It encourages you
in your faith-journey and parenting. Use the ideas here and on
the Starting Steps calendar throughout the week to extend and
reinforce what your child learned.

At This Age
Church mornings or
evenings can be very stressful
experiences for your child.
There is so much to do, so
little time, and something
always goes wrong. This hectic
atmosphere can be very
stressful on a family. Here are
a few suggestions to help your
church preparation go a little
smoother:
• Set out “church” clothes
the night before or several
hours before you must leave.
• Plan a quick meal with
simple cleanup.
• Before you even start to
get ready, ask God to give you
and your family patience.

Time with God
In Exodus 3, God called Moses and the Israelites out of Egypt.
God used Moses and the Israelites to carry out His will even in
difficult circumstances. During the difficult trials Moses and the
Israelites endured, they could cling to the promise made to them
by God in Exodus 3:12:
“I will be with you.”
You, also, have been called by God. He has asked you, as a
parent, to raise your child to love and serve the Lord. Sometimes
it can be difficult and trying. In times of difficulty as you raise your
child, you too can cling to God’s promise. He is with you.

Toddler Tickler
Half-Pint Independence

One day, my family was in the living room
when my little sister Heidi, two, stood up
and announced she was going to get some
orange juice. Thinking it was already poured,
my parents agreed. After a while we went into
our kitchen. There we found a huge puddle
of orange juice, and floating in the center
of it was a cup. Heidi looked up proudly
and announced, “I did it myself!”
Ryan Nicewander, Jenison, Mich.
© Christian Parenting Today.
Reprinted with permission.

God Gives Us Water based on Exodus 15:22—17:6
This week’s Bible story is “God Gives Us Water.” Read the story from here and
Bible storybooks many times—toddlers like and need repetition to learn.

Some people were on a long trip. They were very thirsty.
(Point to your mouth.)
They wanted water to drink, but there was no water.
(Rub your hands next to your eyes as if you were crying.)
God told Moses to hit a rock with his stick.
(Put your fist in the palm of your other hand.)
God made water come out of the rock.
(Move hands outward and say “swish” with
your child.)
God gave the people water to drink. God gives us water.
(Pretend to drink a glass of water.)

These questions can be used to help your child review the
Bible story.
1. What did God give the people? (Water)
2. Who gives us water? (God)

Look what I made!
During craft time your child
used a water bottle as a “stamp”
to paint a design. Ask your child
to tell you about the picture.

