Lesson 3

God Made Plants
Scripture: Genesis 1:11-12; 2:9; Deuteronomy 8:7-8; Ecclesiastes 3:11
Lesson Focus: God made plants.
Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4
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Getting Ready for the Bible

To help the children relate their own experiences to the Bible story of when
God made plants, they will play a game of “I Spy.”
•  
Opening Activity: Teaching Aid 8 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story Time: Genesis 1:11-12; 2:9;
Deuteronomy 8:7-8; Ecclesiastes 3:11
The children will hear about the different plants God made.
•  
Bible Story: Teaching Aid 9 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids),
Bible, craft sticks, tape
•  Bible Story Review: No materials needed
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

The Bible and Me

The children will explore activity centers that will help them understand that
God made plants.
•  
Painting: Page for Lesson 3 (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It), crayons;
optional: watercolors, small containers of water, cotton swabs, paint shirts
•  Hide and Seek: Teaching Aid 9 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•  
Planting Seeds: Resealable plastic bags, paper towels, masking tape,
bean seeds, water

Going Home with the Bible

The children will make a reminder that God made plants.
•  Lesson 3 pattern (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It), Bible, crayons, My
Sunday Pictures Lesson 3 and Family Card B
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
The Garden of Eden may have been located in
Mesopotamia (Gen. 2:8). The name Eden could
either be a Hebrew word meaning “delight” or a
Mesopotamian word meaning “a plain.”
The author of Genesis meant for his readers to
understand that Eden was a real place. He provided
many geographic details. He named the rivers that
flowed from Eden’s river, along with lands watered by
those rivers. Two of the rivers, the Tigris and Euphrates,
meet in modern southern Iraq. However, since “Cush”
(in Africa; Gen. 2:13) is mentioned, the garden might
refer to the entire Middle East.
The actual Garden of Eden has never been found.
Some people believe that it withered and died when

Adam and Eve disobeyed God and were sent out of the
garden. Other people believe that the remnants of that
garden may have been destroyed by the great Flood.
In this place of glorious beauty, God planted a
bountiful garden filled with magnificent trees and
plants. A variety of plants was probably typical of that
area. Scientists believe that there are now more than
400,000 species of plants. A large number of these are
mentioned in the Bible, including numerous types of
cereal plants, fruit trees, and vegetables. Whatever grew
in the garden was beautiful and provided delicious food
for Adam and Eve. Genesis 2:9 states: “And the Lord
God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—
trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food.”
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Teacher

Devotional
In the fast-paced world we live
in, it’s easy to allow ourselves
to take nature’s beauty for
granted.
Children, however, have
a way of making you notice
everything in nature. They can
help you appreciate the blue
sky and beautiful flowers.
Take a walk with a child and
watch how the appreciation
of nature comes so naturally.
Everything captivates a child,
including the puddles they
jump in and the rocks they pick
up and place in their pockets.
As you look for signs of
spring and the many beautiful
plants God has given us to
enjoy. Echo the writer of the
Song of Songs:
See! The winter is past;
the rains are over
and gone.
Flowers appear on
the earth;
the season of
singing has come.
Song of Songs 2:11-12

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

To help children begin thinking about dirt and plants, set out a dishpan of
dirt or planting soil with spoons, cups, or toy cars. Invite them to measure
and drive in the dirt. This play provides background for today’s Bible story
about God making plants.

Projects

Encourage children to tear or cut pictures of flowers and trees from
magazines and glue them on a piece of paper. This activity helps the
children identify plants that will be talked about in today’s Bible story.

Table Play

Ask children to create flowers, fruits, or vegetables using play dough. Using
their experience of plants to create play dough sculptures will help the
children to relate to today’s Lesson Focus, God made plants.

Teacher Tip

Encourage children to tell what they know about plants and bring God
into the discussion. For example: “I love the pink flowers on the trees too.
I’m glad God made pink flowers.” Let children explore dirt, leaves, flowers,
tree bark, etc. with their senses. Realize that some of your preschoolers will
want to explore by tasting these things
as well.

Worship Time
Before you begin today’s lesson, you may want
to have a short worship time.
•  Have the children sit in a circle. Worship time
is a time to tell God how much we love Him
by giving any offerings we brought, singing a
song, and talking to God through prayer.
•  Choose a child to collect offerings. Dear God,
You give us all that we need. We give You our
offering money to show You that we are glad
for the things You give us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Sing the following words to the tune “Row,
Row, Row Your Boat.” Teach the motions at the
same time as you teach the words.
I’m glad God made plants,
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Pretty, pretty plants.
(Pretend to pick a flower.)
I’m glad God made
the tall oak tree, (Stand
up tall with arms above
head.)
And that God made me.
(Point to self.)
Repeat this song using the word “flowers” in
place of plants.
•  Close with a short prayer. Dear God, You
made all the plants in our world. Thank You
for all the things we get from plants. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
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Getting Ready for the Bible
To help the children relate their own experiences to the Bible story
of when God made plants, they will play a game of “I Spy.”
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 8

Attention
Grabber
If you have not already gathered the
children into a group or you need to
focus their attention back to you, ask
them to copy your actions and words
as you sing this rhyme to the tune
“Mulberry Bush.” Do the actions as
you say them aloud.
This is the way I
stand up tall,
shrink down low,
turn around.
This is the way I
fold my hands,
and listen at
Sunday school.

Opening Activity
Once the children are seated in a circle and ready to listen, play a
game to begin talking about plants. Identifying what is a plant helps
the children understand today’s Bible story about when God made
plants.
Set the poster, Teaching Aid
8, in front of you so that all the
children can see it. Today we are
going to play a game called “I
Spy.” I will give you a clue about
something on the poster. Raise
your hand if you know what I spy.
When I call on you, you can point
Teaching Aid 8
to what it is.
I spy something that is white or
purple and can be picked. (Flowers) Let the children take turns
guessing or pointing to what you spy. If children point to the object,
say its name: “Karen pointed to the white and purple flowers.” Other
clues you could give are:
I spy something tall with green leaves. (Tree)
I spy something green to walk on. (Grass)
I spy something with dirt and plants. (Cornfield)
I spy something orange that horses like to eat. (Carrot)
(Point to each plant on the poster as you name it.) Flowers, trees,
grass, and carrots are all plants. You did a wonderful job finding
different plants in the poster. Let’s talk more about plants. (Set the
poster, Teaching Aid 8, to the side.)

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, allow time for each
child to say something. This gives every child an
opportunity to connect to the Bible story through
his or her own experience. Sharing what you know
may help the children begin the discussion.

NNWhat do you know about plants? This

open-ended question allows for a wide variety of
responses like: “They grow,” or naming parts of a
plant such as a stem or leaves.
What kinds of plants do you have at your

NN

house? Children will have a wide variety of answers.
Some answers may include trees, flowers, cacti, silk
plants, or even just plants.
Fruits and vegetables come from plants. What
are your favorite fruits and vegetables? Children
will name types of fruits or vegetables. Encourage
children who don’t care for fruits and vegetables to
simply name one.

NN

There are many types of plants. Today we are
going to learn that God made plants. The Bible
talks about many different plants that God made.
As you hear the Bible story, listen for the names
of different plants.
Preschool – Lesson 3
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Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:11-12; 2:9; Deuteronomy 8:7-8; Ecclesiastes 3:11
The children will hear about the different plants God made.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 9, Bible, craft sticks,
tape

Bible Story
Before telling the
story, punch out
the pencil puppets
from Teaching Aid
9. Tape a craft stick
or unsharpened
pencil to the back of
each figure.
The children
Teaching Aid 9
should still be
gathered in a group ready for the story. Have your
Bible open to Genesis 1 to begin. Today’s story
comes from the Bible. It comes from three books
of the Bible called Genesis, Deuteronomy, and
Ecclesiastes. (Show the children where Genesis 1 is in
your Bible. You may want to show the children where
Deuteronomy 8 and Ecclesiastes 3 are also. Keep your
Bible open to Genesis 1 as you tell the story. If you
showed the children Deuteronomy and Ecclesiastes,
put bookmarks in those books.)
(Hold up the Bible.) In the Bible, God tells us
about everything He made. The Bible says in the
Book of Genesis, “And the Lord God made all
kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that
were pleasing to the eye and good for food”
(Gen. 2:9).
Trees are one type of plant God made. He made
all kinds of trees. (Hold up the evergreen tree, Puppet
5.) This type of tree is called an evergreen. (Have
the children repeat the plant name.) The evergreen
tree is always green. Its leaves, called needles,
don’t change color. This tree has pinecones on
it. Who can find the pinecones? (Ask a child to
point to the pinecones on Puppet 5.) The pinecones
have seeds in them. When the seeds are put in the
ground, they grow into more trees. The seeds also
help feed birds, squirrels, and other animals.
All the plants God made are nice to look at,
especially colorful flowers. (Set down Puppet 5.
Hold up the tulip and lilac puppets, Puppets 1 and
2.) These plants, tulips and lilacs, bloom in spring.
What color are the tulips? (Red and yellow) What
color are the lilacs? (Purple) Many flowers also
have a wonderful smell!

46

Lesson 3 – Preschool

God made some plants that are
good to eat. Some of those plants
grow fruit. (Set down Puppets 1 and 2.
Hold up the strawberry puppet, Puppet
4.) God made this plant to grow white
flowers. When the flowers are done
blooming, sweet, red strawberries
grow on the plant. (Ask the children
to point to the blossoms and the
strawberries.)
Some of the plants God made for
us to eat grow in a garden. (Set down
Puppet 4. Hold up the seedlings, Puppet
3A.) Here someone planted seeds in
a garden. As the garden was watered,
the seeds grew into little plants. Over
time with sunlight and water, the
plants grew up to make vegetables to
eat. (Hold up the corn plants, Puppet
3B.) What is this vegetable that grew
on a plant? (Corn)
God made trees, plants like
flowers that are nice to look at, and
plants that are good to eat such as
fruits and vegetables. God made
plants.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What did God make? Trees, plants
that are nice to look at, and plants that
are good to eat.
NN What were the names of some of the
plants in the story? Evergreen trees,
tulips, lilacs, strawberries, corn.
NN Why do plants need seeds? Some
possible answers the children may give
are: to make more plants or to feed
birds and other animals.
NN Who made plants? God made
plants.

Lesson 3 Focus: God made plants.

Bible Story Review Activity
This activity uses dramatic and creative actions to review today’s Bible story about when God
made plants.
Our Bible story taught us that God made plants. We’re going to play a game about plants.
Let’s pretend to be apple trees. Act out what I say to do. Give children time to act out each line.
Encourage them to use their own actions.
•  Show me an apple seed that God made.
•  God sent rain and sunshine to help plants grow. Show me a plant
growing.
•  Stand like a tree that God made.
•  Show me a tree that God made with apples on it.
God made other plants. What other plants did He make? Encourage the
children to act out each plant they name. You can extend the activity by having
them act out either the seeds or grown plants.

Bible Memory Verse
Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice or
the rhyme, or both.

Practice

Say the verse to the children and have them repeat it back to you.
Practicing words set to music with actions is one way preschoolers remember words longer. This
week, sing the words with the children to the tune of “The Mulberry Bush.”
Everything God created is good.
(Open arms wide.)
Everything God created is good.
(Point up.)

Everything God created is good.
(Nod yes.)
First Timothy four verse four.
(Hold hands open like a book.)

Bible Rhyme Time

In Bible Rhyme Time, the verse is in the last line of the rhyme. This unit, a new verse is added to the
rhyme each week. Teach the words and actions a line at a time. Have the children repeat each line
back to you. Our Bible verse tells us God made many plants. Let’s say the words together.
Plants to eat.
(Pretend to pick a plant.)
Strawberries sweet.

Everything God created is good.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

You could extend the Bible Rhyme Time by substituting different plant names. Some suggestions for
other plants to use are oranges, cucumbers, and the children’s ideas.

Preschool – Lesson 3
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The Bible and Me
The children will explore activity centers that will help them understand
that God made plants.
In today’s Bible story, your class learned that God made many different plants. To help children
understand that God made plants, choose one or more of the following activities. Before you let
the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you have chosen. This week Planting
Seeds needs the most teacher supervision.

Planti ng Seeds:
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When you are ready to close this step, have
the children clean up the centers and gather
into a big group. You could use this activity to
attract their attention. Divide the children into
four animal groups. Give each group a special
area to clean up.
Kangaroos, hop over to . . .
Fly like birds to . . .
Swim, little fish, to . . .
Roar like lions as you . . .

Lesson 3 Focus: God made plants.
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Going Home with the Bible

The children will make a reminder that God made plants.

NN Materials: Make-It/Take-It Lesson 3 pattern, Bible, crayons

Before class, punch out the Lesson 3 pattern, the
doorknob flower, from page 31 of the Make-It/Take-It
books. Remove the centers of the flowers.
After cleaning up, have the children sit on chairs
around a table. Use this time
to help the children create a
reminder that God made plants.
Show the children once again
where Genesis 1 is in the Bible.
You may also want to review
where Deuteronomy 8 and
Ecclesiastes 3 are found. In
today’s Bible story, God made
Lesson 3 Pattern
plants. God made trees such
as apple trees, flowers such as
tulips, and plants such as corn that are good to eat.
Show the children one of the Make-It/Take-It
flowers. This is a doorknob flower. It can be put
around a doorknob or hung on a wall. (If you have a
door in your classroom, put the flower on the doorknob
to show the children how it works.)
Where could you put a doorknob flower to help
you remember that God made plants? (Some possible
answers children may give are on a bedroom door, on
the door going outside, on the bathroom mirror, or any
other place in the house.)

Give each child a doorknob flower to color. As you
color your flower, choose a place to put it to help you
remember that God made plants.
When the children are done coloring, gather them
in a circle on the floor. Let each child share how he or
she is going to use the flower. You may want to model
the sharing time for the children. I am going to put my
doorknob flower on (name where you have chosen)
to help me remember that God made plants. Give
each child a turn to tell where he or she will put the
doorknob flower.
Close with a circle prayer. Let’s close with a prayer.
When it is your turn, name a plant that God has made.
Dear God, You made plants. Thank You for making
(let children name plants that God made). We praise
You, God, that You made plants. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
If you have extra time, let your preschoolers play the
Hide and Seek game from Step 3. Expand the game by
letting them search for plants in books, posters, and
other pictures around your room.

Time to Go Home

•  Let children play the “Hide and Seek” game on page 48 until their parents pick
them up.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or her of
the Lesson Focus: God made plants.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 3 and Family Card B
NN Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 3
NN Make-It/Take-It Doorknob Flower
NN Projects made at centers
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