Lesson 1

God Gives Us
Clothes
Bible Basis: 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27; 2:18-19, 26
Lesson Focus: God gives us clothes.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step

Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
Photo Poster 3
Bible Story Time
1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27; 2:18-19, 26

Bible Review Step

Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Story
Figures 1-3, Story Card 1, Story Mat
Music Time
“YES, GOD GIVES US”
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—
CD, CD player

Craft Step

Clothes Collage
NNDrawing paper, teacher scissors,
magazines or catalogs, glue sticks;
optional: construction paper
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 1

This symbol appears whenever preparation
takes more than five minutes. A list of
classroom supplies for the quarter is
included on page 5.
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Teacher Devotional

Have you ever wanted something so badly
that it hurt? In 1 Samuel 1, Hannah wanted
a child. She endured various difficulties
while waiting for her need to be filled. Yet
she continued to trust in God.
Read 1 Samuel 1:26-27. This is Hannah’s
confession. God had blessed her trust.
It is hard to trust God while experiencing
discomfort or despair. However, remember
God can use challenge and discomfort to
draw you into a closer relationship with Him.
Be encouraged today—whatever life
struggles you are facing can produce deeper
intimacy with God. Ask God to help you start
the children in your class on a path that will
encourage them to trust God for all their
needs.

Understanding the Bible

First Samuel records the transition of Israel
from a theocracy (led by God through leaders called judges and priests) to a monarchy
(led by a king). Samuel, Israel’s last faithful
judge, was the one who anointed its first king
(Saul).
Samuel spent most of his childhood with
a priest named Eli, in service to the Lord.
This fulfilled a vow his mother, Hannah, had
made to God before Samuel was born
(1 Sam. 1:11).
Each year Hannah would bring Samuel a
new robe. This was a knee-length robe worn
under an ephod. An ephod was usually a hip
length, sleeveless pullover made from linen.
It was worn by those who served God at His
sanctuary (1 Sam. 22:18; 2 Sam. 6:14).
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Your children

spend all of their
time in this lesson moving,
exploring, choosing, and
playing in the learning
environment. The learning
environment is simply the
books, toys, blocks, music,
stories, and activities your
children interact with from
the moment they arrive
until they go home. While
children are busy exploring
and playing, you can gather
together a small group to
hear the Bible story from
1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and
2:18-19, 26. You can also
walk around the room, visit
the children at different
activities, and use the story
mat to present the Bible
Story Review.
This lesson is designed
to allow toddlers and two
year olds to play independently, enabling you to
present the Bible Step,
Bible Review Step, and
Craft Step either to individuals or to small groups
throughout the class time.

Where Learning Happens
Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft.
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Clothes
Collage in the Craft Step, page 20.
Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small or whole
group activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite
them to the rug for the Bible Step, page 18. Today’s story is “God
Gives Us Clothes,” from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26.
This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement and
Music Time, page 19. This week sing “Yes, God Gives Us.”
Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when
appropriate.
Books—
Offer a choice of books to explore pictures and words.
Blocks—
Supply blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and
creative play.
Toys—
Encourage play with a variety of toys appropriate for toddlers.
Show the children how to wrap the blankets from the Home Living
area around the stuffed animals to make “clothes.” This will help
them relate to Hannah in today’s Bible story, “God Gives Us Clothes.”
Home Living—
Set out several baby dolls, blankets, play food, and dishes for
children to imitate what they see in real life. Let children try on
different sizes of shirts as pretend coats. This exploratory play will
help them understand today’s Bible story from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27
and 2:18-19, 26.

When Teaching
the Bible to
Toddler/2s…

In today’s Bible story from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26,
“God Gives Us Clothes,” Hannah made a new coat for Samuel each
year. While his clothes did not have zippers or buttons, he did have to
learn how to fasten them. Two year olds love to button and zip things.
Bring in clothes, such as old shirts, with buttons and zippers for the
children to practice fastening. This will make them more confident of
their skills as they learn to dress themselves.
Toddler–Lesson 1
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Bible Step
Talk Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 3
Toddlers love to look at photographs that show children. Sharing what
they know about clothing helps them connect to the Bible story, “God
Gives Us Clothes,” from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26. Invite
small groups (no more than four children) to the rug for Talk Time.
Use this rhyme to help capture their attention.
Clap and shout 1, 2, 3.
Fold your hands and look at me!

Photo Poster 3

Show Photo Poster 3. Point to the child. Here is a child. Point to the toddler’s coat. The child is wearing a coat. A coat is a type of clothes. What
kinds of clothes are you wearing? Encourage the children to point to
their clothes. Help them say the names of different pieces of clothing,
such as pants, shirts, shoes, etc. While some children may not be able to
verbalize names of clothing, many recognize what the name is labeling.
We all need clothes to wear. Today we’re going to learn that God gives
us clothes.

Bible Story Time

NN1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27; 2:18-19, 26
Although they do not realize it yet, having their basic
needs met—like clothing—is one way young children build
confidence and a sense of security. It’s good to teach them God
meets our needs. In today’s Bible story, they hear God gives us
clothes. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 1. Our story today is from
the Bible, God’s special book. Hannah’s story is in the Bible.
Hannah might tell her story like this:

Story Questions
Ask the following questions
to review the Bible story:
1. What did Hannah make
for Samuel? (A coat)
2. Who gives us clothes?
(God)
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My name is Hannah. I had a baby named Samuel.
(Pretend to rock a baby.)
And I loved him very much. Samuel grew and grew.
(Hug self; stretch up.)
Every year I made a new coat for Samuel.
(Pretend to put on a coat.)
God helped me care for Samuel.
(Point up.)
God gave Samuel clothes.
God gives us clothes.
(Point to your own clothes.)
Whether you are telling the story to one child or a small
group, repeat the Bible story and actions several times.
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Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time

NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 1-3,
Story Card 1; Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. The children in
your class aren’t concerned if the same figure is used as different characters throughout the quarter. It is more important that they are able to move the figures around
as you tell the Bible Review Story. This week the woman (Figure 1) will be Hannah
and the boy (Figure 2) will be Samuel. Encourage the children to interact with the
figures of Hannah (Figure 1), Samuel (Figure 2), and the coat (Figure 3) as they
help you retell the Bible story.
You can do the Bible Review Step anytime after you have done the Bible Step.
Keep the small group you have at the rug or visit children at different activities and
tell the Bible Review Story.
Before class, find a story mat to use to review the stories.
A small towel or blanket will work well as a story mat.
Arrange the figures in the order you will use them. Lay
Story Card 1 next to the story mat. Present the story to each small
group.
Place Hannah and Samuel (Figures 1 and 2) on the story mat. God
gave Hannah a boy named Samuel. Samuel grew and grew. What
does Samuel need? Hold up the coat (Figure 3). Every year Hannah
made a new coat for Samuel. Ask a child to place the coat on Samuel.
God gave Samuel clothes. God gives us clothes.
Repeat the story to each group of children or individuals.

Story Mat with Story Figures
1-3, and Story Card 1

Music Time

NNCreative Teaching Aids—CD; CD player
Music filled with action is perfect for toddlers. They learn the way
they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This song
reinforces the Bible story from 1 Samuel 1:20, 26-27 and 2:18-19, 26,
where God gave Samuel clothes through Hannah.
“YES, GOD GIVES US”
The complete song is on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and
movements can be found on page 71 of this teacher’s guide.
Repeat “Yes, God Gives Us” to help your toddlers and two year olds learn and
remember it.

Toddler–Lesson
Lesson 1
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Craft Step
Clothes Collage

The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year olds
learn. Encourage each child to create more than one Clothes Collage, as
time allows. All the things your children create are treasures. You can send them all home.
Where:

At the table

Materials: Drawing paper
Teacher scissors
Magazines or catalogs
Glue sticks
Optional: construction paper
Before Class: 1. Cut several clothing items from magazines or catalogs. Optional: cut several tops,
pants, dresses, and hats out of construction paper. 2. Set a piece of paper at each place on the
table.

Craft Time

Hannah made a new coat for Samuel each year. You can glue pictures of clothes. Give
each child a glue stick and several magazine or construction paper clothes.
Let the children put glue all over the papers and press the clothes pictures onto the glue.
Some older children may prefer to put the glue on each piece and then press it down on the
paper. Have each child work with the method that is most comfortable for him or her.
As the children work, talk about the Bible story, “God Gives Us Clothes,” from 1 Samuel 1:20,
26-27 and 2:18-19, 26. God gave Hannah a boy named Samuel. He grew. Every year Hannah made
Samuel a coat. God gave Samuel clothes. God gives us clothes.
Encourage each child to make more than one Clothes Collage.

Goodbye Time
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As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are
glad they came. As you say goodbye, ask “Who gives us
clothes?” Send home the cover of Starting Steps today.
Families can enjoy the calendar activities. Send each child
home with his or her very own Starting Steps. One side
connects each child’s family to today’s lesson; the other
side includes a devotional, parenting tips, and an amusing
anecdote.

