Knowing Jesus
Bible Basis: John 1:35-42; Matthew 16:13-17

LESSON 1

LESSON 1

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Lesson Focus: We can know that Jesus is God’s Son.
Memory Verse: Jesus is the Son of God. 1 John 5:5
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Bible Readiness:
To help get ready to learn from the Bible story about
Peter knowing that Jesus is God’s Son, the children will
play a game and talk about knowing others.
□□ “Did You Know . . . ?” Game: No materials needed
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story:
The children will learn what Peter knew about Jesus.
Teach John 1:35-42; Matthew 16:13-17: Peter Knows
Jesus Is God’s Son.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 5 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids)

JJBible Story Review: Paper signs: “Jesus,” “Peter,” “Andrew,”
and “John the Baptist”
□□ Memory Verse Practice: No materials needed
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Bible Activity Choices:
The children will participate in activities that help them
use what they learned from the Bible story.
□□ Storytelling Puppets and Stage: Early Elementary MakeIt/Take-It for Lesson 1, craft sticks, tape
□□ Jesus Is God’s Son Relay: No materials needed
□□ Picture Review and Verse Puzzles: Bible Beginnings pp.
15-16, pencils
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Bible Response:
The children will apply the Bible lesson about Peter
knowing that Jesus is God’s Son by planning ways they
can help others know that Jesus is God’s Son.
□□ Drawing paper, pencils, crayons, Storytime for Lesson 1
and Family Section, back cover of Bible Beginnings

This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).
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Understanding
the Bible
John the Baptist described Jesus
as “The Lamb of God.” This
description of Jesus is found
only in John 1:29 and 36. The
expression refers generally to a
sacrifice. John was saying that
Jesus would atone for the sin of
the world.
The unnamed disciple who
left John the Baptist to follow
Jesus was likely John, the author
of the Gospel.
Sometimes the idea of
“follow” means “become
a disciple.” In this passage,
“follow” means more “pursue
with serious intent.” They called
Jesus “Rabbi,” a term of respect
for Jewish teachers. “Rabbi”
is a Hebrew word that literally
means “My great one” or simply
“Master.”
Some people thought Jesus
might be John the Baptist
reincarnated (Matt. 14:1-2). John
was previously killed by Herod
the tetrarch (Matt. 14:6-12).
Others thought Jesus might
be Elijah, who was expected to
return (Mal. 4:5).
Ironically, Peter’s confession
that Jesus is the Son of God, the
Messiah of the Jews, occurred
in a Gentile town built by the
Romans with a limited Hebrew
population.
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Teacher Devotional

Getting to know others can take time.
Such was the case for Peter. Read John
1:35-42 for Peter’s first encounter with
Jesus. Then read Peter’s first recorded
confession that Jesus is God’s Son, the
Messiah of the Jews, in Matthew 16:13-17.
After Peter met Jesus, he chose to
stay with Him. Peter was ready and willing
to learn. God worked in Peter’s day-today experiences and lessons with Jesus to
show Peter that Jesus is God’s Son.
What does knowing that Jesus is
God’s Son mean to you personally?
Peter sorted through all of the false
ideas of who Jesus is to show he knew the
truth. Like Peter, we must sort through
many false notions and popular ideas
that are wrong. But God gives us many
wonderful opportunities to get to know
the truth about His Son, Jesus. We have
God’s living and active Word in Scripture
(Heb. 4:12). We have other believers who
help us learn from their experience with
Jesus. We have our own knowledge of the
grace of God in our lives.
Now God is using you to teach the
children He gives you that Jesus is God’s
Son. Pray that your teaching of the Word
of God will be fruitful in them and lead
them to the saving knowledge of Jesus.

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Children picture God in their minds. These pictures are
continually adjusted according to new information the
children receive from adults like you.
This lesson introduces Peter’s knowledge of Jesus.
Early-elementary children are responsive to God’s Spirit
and want to learn who Jesus is. They know they can’t
learn everything, but they will begin. What will the
children understand?
— They know about father-child relationships from
their own family and friends. Your students will use
those relationships to build their understanding of
Jesus.
— Many children might think of Jesus like
themselves, the child of a father. They might picture
Jesus listening to His Father’s instructions and obeying
Him. He is very real to children.
— Peter correctly knew Jesus! The children will
find comfort that if Peter knew, and you also know
who Jesus is, then they will be able to know too. Your
confidence in what you know will encourage them to
grow in the knowledge of God.

Early Bird Options
Let children who arrive early begin one of these
activities.
Attendance Chart – Write the
children’s names on the Spring
Attendance Chart found in
your Creative Teaching Aids
packet. Put the chart on a wall
at the children’s height. Ask the
children to mark their attendance
by coloring in the square,
drawing a happy face, or adding
a spring sticker. Then let each
child choose another activity.
Knowing Names – Peter is an important person
in the New Testament and early church. Help your
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children become familiar with his name by letting
them practice writing it. Print “Peter” on your board.
Provide paper and pencils for the children to practice
writing “Peter.”
‘All about Jesus’ Bulletin Board – Let the children
make a classroom bulletin board that shows what
they know about Jesus. Provide drawing paper for
children to use by themselves, or a larger piece of
paper that several children can work on at one time.
Children can draw pictures and write words to show
what they know about Jesus.
Put the completed work on a wall under the title:
“All about Jesus.” You might leave some empty
space for children to add more pieces as they learn
about Jesus during this month.

We can know that
Jesus is God’s Son.

1 Bible Readiness

LESSON 1

LESSON 1 FOCUS:

“Did You Know...?” Activity

MM To help get ready to learn
from the Bible story about Peter
knowing that Jesus is God’s Son,
the children will play a game and
talk about knowing others.

MATERIALS:
□□ None needed

Today’s lesson teaches the children that they can know Jesus is God’s
Son. Help the children begin by focusing on what they know about
others with this opening activity.
Gather the children around you sitting on the floor. Gain their
attention by clapping your hands in rhythm as you say, One, two, three,
please look at me. Tell the children to listen to your directions for a new
game called “Did You Know . . . ?”
Start the game with this direction. Jump up and stay standing if you
have a younger sister or brother. Let the children jump and stand. Take
note of a child who is standing.
Did the rest of you know that (student’s name) had a younger
brother or sister? Let the other children in the class respond. They might
say “yes” or “no,” or nod their heads. Have the children sit down to be
ready for the next game instruction. Continue the game in this pattern.
Try to point out a different child each time.
NN Jump up and stand if you like the color red. Let the children jump
up and stand. Did you know that (student’s name) likes red? Let the
children show or tell what they already knew about the child you identified.
Use the following suggestions to continue the game or add ideas of
your own.
NN Jump up and stand if you are a fast runner.
NN Jump up and stand if you have a birthday this month.
NN Jump up and stand if you ride a bus to school.
NN Jump up and stand if you like broccoli.
NN Jump up and stand if you are on a soccer team.
You know some things about others, but there are some things
you didn’t know. Let’s talk about what you know about others.

Sharing Time
22 What do you know about someone in our class that you didn’t
know before today? Let the children have time to recall and talk.
They should tell about what they learned about classmates. For
example, a student might say, “I didn’t know that Cameron was on
a soccer team.”
22 What would you like us to know about you that we don’t
know? Let the children think and talk. They might talk about
a new pet, new friends, new toys, or something they learned in
school during the past week.
22 What do you know about Jesus? Let the children tell what they
know and understand. The children might talk about the fact that
Jesus loves us, He lives in heaven, Jesus was born as a baby, and so
on. Acknowledge what they say, but gently correct any wrong ideas.
Our Bible story is about Peter and what he knew about Jesus. Let’s
listen to learn what Peter knew about Jesus.
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LESSON 1 FOCUS:
We can know that
Jesus is God’s Son.

MM The children will learn what Peter
knew about Jesus.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 5
Bible Review:

JJPaper signs in four different
colors: “Jesus,” “Peter,”
“Andrew,” and “John the
Baptist”

2 Bible Story
Before class, study the Bible passages for this lesson. Then read the
Bible story given below. You might practice using your voice and body
expressions to build interest into the story.
In class, gather the children around you so you can see each other,
and they can see the teaching aid when you show it. Use your Bible to
show the class John 1:35-42 and Matthew 16:13-17. Tell the children
that the Bible story comes from verses in John chapter 1 and Matthew
chapter 16. Explain that this story is about two different events and
times that together teach us how Peter knew that Jesus is God’s Son.
Keep your Bible open to Matthew 16:13-17 as you tell the Bible story.
If you think it would be helpful to your students, talk about the two
men named John in this lesson. Part of this Bible story comes from the
New Testament Book of John. This man named John wrote the Book
of John. He was also one of the 12 disciples of Jesus. The Bible story
tells about another man named John who preached about God around
the time when Jesus lived. This John was called John the Baptist.

Peter Knows Jesus Is God’s Son: John 1:35-42; Matthew 16:13-17
John the Baptist
was a man who
preached to the
people about God.
One day John was
with two of his
followers. He saw
Jesus walking by.
John said, “Look! The Lamb of God!” John said this
because he knew that Jesus is God’s Son.
Two of John’s followers heard what John said
about Jesus. They left John and followed after
Jesus.
Jesus turned around and saw the two behind
Him. So Jesus asked them, “What do you want?”
The two said, “Teacher, where are You staying?”
Jesus answered by telling the two to come with
Him to see where He was staying. They followed
Jesus to the place He was staying. They stayed with
Jesus all that day.
One of the men who spent the day with Jesus
was named Andrew. Andrew had a brother named
Peter. Andrew found Peter, and said, “I have found
God’s Son!”
(Show Teaching Aid 5.) Peter immediately went
with Andrew to meet Jesus.
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Peter and Andrew became disciples of Jesus.
They followed Him to learn about God.
One day much later Jesus was talking with
His disciples. Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do
people think I am?”
The disciples told Jesus what they heard other
people say about Him. They said, “Some people
think You are John the Baptist. Other people think
You are Elijah. Some others say You are Jeremiah, or
another of the famous people from long ago who
obeyed God.”
But Jesus wanted to know who they thought He
was. Jesus said, “But what about you? Who do you
say I am?”
Peter knew what to say. He knew who Jesus was!
Peter answered Jesus’ question to show what he
knew about Jesus. Peter said, “You are Jesus, God’s
Son!”
Jesus was pleased with what Peter knew. Jesus
said to Peter, “Good for you, Peter. My Father in
heaven has helped you know that I am His Son. You
will help others so they can know that I am God’s
Son.”
We can know that Jesus is God’s Son.

LESSON 1

Bible Story Review Questions
22 What did John the Baptist say when he saw
Jesus? He said, “Look! The Lamb of God!” You
might explain that “Lamb of God” was John
the Baptist’s way of saying that he knew Jesus is
God’s Son.
22 What did John the Baptist know about Jesus?
John the Baptist knew that Jesus is God’s Son.
22 Who did Andrew bring to meet Jesus? Andrew
brought his brother, Peter, to meet Jesus.
22 What did Peter say when Jesus asked, “Who
am I?” Peter said, “You are Jesus, God’s Son.”
22 How did Peter learn that Jesus is God’s
Son? God helped Peter. Peter followed and
listened to Jesus.
22 How do you think we can know Jesus is
God’s Son? Let the children have time to think
before you have them talk. They might suggest
reading the Bible, listening in Sunday school,
talking with people who know Jesus, praying,
listening to Bible stories, and so on. Reinforce
how God can use many different ways to help
us know that Jesus is His Son.

we can pray, sing, worship, and so on. Your
children will have ideas too.
22 What can we know about Jesus? We can
know that Jesus is God’s Son.

Bible Story Review Activity
Before class, make four signs: “Jesus,” “Peter,”
“Andrew,” and “John the Baptist.” Try to use a
different color paper for each sign. The colors will
help the children who can’t read the names on the
signs.
In class, put your signs around the room. Point to
each sign and read the name aloud. Tell the children
to listen to each of the sentences you will say. Have
the children go to the sign showing the person in the
story who said the sentence.
NN Who said, “Look! The Lamb of God!”?
Children should go to the sign for John the Baptist.
NN Who said, “Peter, I have found God’s Son!”?
Children should get under the sign for Andrew.
NN Who said, “Who do people think I am?” Jesus
NN Who said, “Who do you say I am?” The
children should stay at the sign for Jesus.
NN Who said, “You are Jesus, God’s Son!” Peter

22 How do you think we can help others know
that Jesus is God’s Son? We can tell others,

Memory Verse Practice
The memory verse tells us that Jesus is God’s Son. Introduce
the verse to the children. Have the children echo the verse back
to you. We know that Jesus is God’s Son because the Bible tells
us He is.
Give each child page 16 from Bible Beginnings. Read the
directions and explain how children will decode the Bible verse.
You may do the first letter together. Answers
for page 16 are given on the sample page
shown here.
After children have decoded the verse,
say it again together.

Memory Verse:
Jesus is
the Son of God.
1 John 5:5
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LESSON 1 FOCUS:
We can know that
Jesus is God’s Son.

MM The children will
participate in activities
that help them use
what they learned from
the Bible story.

3 Bible Activity Choices
The following options let you provide your students with activities that appeal to
their different interests and ways of learning. The story puppets and picture review
help the children revisit the Bible story. The relay helps the children relate the
lesson focus and extend its message to their lives. Try to offer as many of these
choices as you can.

Picture Review and
Verse Puzzles
□□ Bible Beginnings, pp 15,17
□□ Pencils

Storytelling is a good way for
children to review the Bible
story.
Let the children show more of
what they know about Jesus. Ask
the children
to color the
frame of each
picture they
know on Bible
Beginnings,
page 15.
Then have
them talk
about the
pictures.
Let children continue to
explore today’s lesson by
completing the maze in Bible
Beginnings,
page 17.
Children will
find good
ways to show
others that
Jesus is God’s
Son.
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Jesus Is God’s Son
Relay
Help the children practice telling
others that Jesus is God’s Son
and what that means for us
by forming two teams. Talk
about phrases children could
use. Some ideas to begin are:
He loves us; He knows us; He
cares for us, etc. One person
from each team stands across
the room or game area. At your
signal to start, each relay team
member runs to their team
person who is standing across
the room and whispers, “Jesus
is God’s Son” along with a
phrase on what that means to
us. That person then runs back
and taps the next person in line
until the entire team has run
and told the Lesson Focus and
a phrase. Repeat with different
team members standing across
the room. Have each relay team
member hop or skip or walk
backward to complete the relay
course.

Storytelling
Puppets and Stage
□□ Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 1
□□ Crayons or markers
□□ Craft sticks
□□ Tape

Storytelling is a good way for
children to review the Bible
story.
Show the craft page to the
children. Have them color the
page, then have children punch
out the puppets and fold the
stage so it will stand. Let the
children tape craft sticks on
the back of each puppet. Have
children pair up with partners
and retell the Bible story to each
other with their puppets.

We can know that
Jesus is God’s Son.

MM The children will apply the Bible
lesson about Peter knowing that
Jesus is God’s Son by planning
ways they can help others know
that Jesus is God’s Son.

MATERIALS:
□□ Drawing paper
□□ Pencils and crayons

4 Bible Response

LESSON 1

LESSON 1 FOCUS:

If you need to gain their attention, quietly say, Who can copy my
clapping pattern? Clap a simple pattern. Let the children clap to repeat
your pattern. When everyone is listening, begin your discussion of how to
apply today’s lesson.
Jesus was pleased Peter knew He was God’s Son. He told Peter
that Peter would help others know Jesus was God’s Son too. We can
know that Jesus is God’s Son.

22 How can we know that Jesus is God’s Son? Wait for the children
to think and respond. You will probably hear about teachers, parents,
family members, God, listening in Sunday school, reading the Bible,
listening to Bible stories, talking with others about Jesus, and so on.
22 How can we help others know that Jesus is God’s Son? The
children might suggest telling others about Jesus, sharing their Sunday
school materials, sending a card or talking with someone, singing
someone a song about Jesus, etc. Allow the children to be creative.
Draw a picture or write about how you will help someone know Jesus is
God’s Son. Hand out drawing paper, pencils, and crayons. Encourage the
children to draw or write about their choice.

22 What was your choice and who will you help know that Jesus
is God’s Son? Give children an opportunity to share. Encourage
them to have a specific person such as a friend, parent, sister,
brother, or a neighbor in mind to help know that Jesus is God’s
Son. Being specific will encourage them to actually do what they
planned.

Seeing God throughout the Week
TAKE-HOMES

□□ Storytime for Lesson 1
and Family Section
□□ Picture Review and
Memory Verse Puzzles
□□ Story Puppets and
Stage
□□ Back cover of
Bible Beginnings

Remember to look for opportunities to share with others about Jesus,
God’s Son, this week. Like Peter in today’s story, we can tell others we
know who Jesus is.

Prayer Time
God helped Peter know Jesus is God’s Son. We can pray
for the people we want to help know that Jesus is God’s
Son. God will help us and them. Tell students you will start
the prayer and they can finish by telling God who they want to
help know Jesus is God’s Son. Here is a suggested beginning
phrase to say: Dear God, I know Jesus is Your Son, so I will
help __________ to know that Jesus is God’s Son too! In
Jesus’ name. Amen. To fill in the prayer, go around the circle
and let each child name who they want to help to know that
Jesus is God’s Son. Then complete the prayer. Or, you might
say the prayer for yourself, naming someone you want to help,
as a model for the children. Then allow the children to pray
their own simple prayers.
Early Elementary – Lesson 1
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