PALM SUNDAY
Palm Sunday

Praising Jesus
Bible Basis: Luke 19:29-38; John 12:12-19

Use this lesson
on Palm Sunday
as indicated in the
Table of Contents.
See page 29 for
the first lesson this
quarter.

Lesson Focus: We can praise Jesus our King!
Memory Verse: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8
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Bible Readiness:
To help prepare the children for today’s Bible lesson
about praising Jesus our King, they will play a game
and talk about kings.
□□ Game: Chair or optional throne children made in Early
Bird Options
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed
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Bible Story:
The children will learn that Jesus is our King and that
we can praise Him. Teach Luke 19:29-38; John 12:12-19:
Jesus Our King Is Praised.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 2 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids)

JJBible Story Review: Optional: broomstick, bath towels or
brown papers, green papers

JJMemory Verse Practice: Verse Mini Puzzles (from Early
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Elementary Make-It/Take-It center section), pencils, paper
clips or resealable plastic sandwich bags

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will select from activities to praise Jesus
our King and strengthen their memory of the Bible story.
□□ Praise Jesus Our King Parade: PraisePac CD, CD player
□□ Stand-up Story Figures: Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It
for Palm Sunday, add-on figures for Palm Sunday (from
the center of Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It), crayons,
markers, tape; optional: fabric scraps, glue, paper clips
□□ Maze and Picture Search: Bible Beginnings pp. 3-4,
pencils

Bible Response:
To apply the Bible story about praising Jesus our King,
the children will plan ways to praise Jesus during the
week.
□□ Bible Beginnings pp. 5-6, scissors, glue sticks or tape,
crayons, Storytime for Palm Sunday
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).
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Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Understanding
the Bible

Jesus and the disciples left Jericho
on Friday and stopped in Bethany
in the afternoon. They may have
spent the Sabbath at the home of
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.
On Sunday morning, Jesus
and His disciples headed from
Bethany to Bethphage [BETHfuh-jee] and then Jerusalem. The
disciples likely found it strange
that Jesus walked all but the last
two miles.
The events fulfill the Old
Testament prophecy, “See, your
king comes to you, righteous
and victorious, lowly and riding
on a donkey” (Zech. 9:9).
As Jesus entered Jerusalem,
the crowd waved palm branches
(John 12:13). The palm tree is
not native to Jerusalem. Some
of the Passover pilgrims who
came from lower elevations must
have brought the palm branches
with them. “Hosanna” is an
exclamation and prayer meaning
“save.” It’s like shouting,
“Hooray for the King who will
save us.” However most people
were not willing to submit to
their King’s rule.
Zion is a poetic name
for Jerusalem. Daughter of
Zion refers to the people of
Jerusalem, the Hebrew people.

Palm Sunday

Teacher Devotional
T

here are all kinds of people,
influences, and powers that want us
to treat them as our king. Jobs, family,
hobbies, bill collectors, and so on want
our attention. At times it’s like they all
want to be our kings. They want us to
give them more and more of our energy
and attention.
Of all the ones who seek to gain
our attention, Jesus alone is worthy of
praise as our King. God has crowned
Him with glory and honor (Heb. 2:9). We
glorify Jesus for all He has done for us.
He has shown us the Father (John 14:9).
By His death He forgives our sins (Acts
10:43). He gives us abundant life (John
10:10) and our hope of eternal life in
glory. Declare Jesus is your King in word
and deed.
The Gospel passages for this Bible
lesson teach us how the people in
Jerusalem praised Jesus as their King.
You can learn from their enthusiasm to
help you teach your children to make
their own ways to praise Jesus their
King. Ask Jesus to show you meaningful
and engaging ways for your class to
praise Him.
Take time now to exalt the Lord of
lords, and King of kings in your own
way.

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Children this age might think kings and queens lived
long ago or only in make-believe stories.
Today’s lesson will teach the children that they have
a King who may be very different from the way they
think about kings. Here are some ideas to help your
students begin thinking about Jesus as their King.
— Long ago and in storybooks kings sat on thrones
and wore fancy clothes. But thrones and fancy clothes
don’t make someone a king. Jesus is King because He is
God’s Son. He has always been King.
— Different kings rule over different things. Some
rule over lands and people. Others rule over the hearts
and minds of people. Jesus wants to rule over the
hearts of your children to help them do what is right.
— Jesus is King even if we don’t listen to or obey
Him. When we choose to praise Him as our King, we
learn that He is the greatest King we will ever have
because of His great love and power to save us from
our sins.

Early Bird Options
Plan to provide one or more of these activities for
the children who come early. They will have fun with
these lesson-related projects and your class will
enjoy what they create.
Build a Throne – This lesson talks about kings and
our King. Let the children start thinking about kings
by decorating a chair to look like a throne. Provide
masking tape, paper, and other materials you have
on hand. Let them use their imaginations. You can
use the throne later in the lesson.

the letters. Hang the completed banner in the
classroom.
Praise Bulletin Board – The children will learn that
they can praise Jesus. Let them color the pictures
of children praising Jesus from the lower half of
Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It, page 31. Put the
finished pictures on a bulletin board under the title:
“Children Can Praise Jesus.”

Praise Banner – The children will be praising Jesus
in this lesson. Let them get involved in some of the
preparations to praise Jesus. Outline the letters of
PRAISE JESUS on butcher paper or put one letter
each on construction papers. Let the children color
Early Elementary – Palm Sunday
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LESSON FOCUS:
We can praise
Jesus our King!

1 Bible Readiness
King of the Class Game

MM To help prepare the children
for today’s Bible lesson about
praising Jesus our King, they will
play a game and talk about
kings.

MATERIALS:
□□ Chair or optional throne
the children made in Early
Bird Options

Today’s lesson will teach children that we can praise Jesus our King. Sit
on a chair or the throne the children made in Early Bird Options. Have
the children sit on the floor in front of you. We are going to play a game
called “King of the Class.” “King of the Class” is like Simon Says,
except whoever is the king sits on the throne and gives directions.
When the king says, “The King of the Class says, . . . ” everyone has to
follow the directions. Explain that in this game girls can be kings. They
don’t have to be queens. After you give a few directions let one of the
children replace you as king.
King of the Class says, stand up. Children stand.
King of the Class says, hop on one foot. Children hop on one foot.
Sit down. Children should not sit down.
King of the Class says, turn around one time. Children turn around.
Let each student have a turn being king, even if for just two or three
directions each. Kings can repeat directions already given. Here are
more actions you can suggest if children have a difficult time thinking of
directions.
Clap once, twice, three times, etc.
Stand on one foot.
Bow to me.
Line up against a wall.
Sit down.
Jump up and spin around.
Say, “Jesus loves me.”

22 Everyone did a good job being “King of the Class.” How did it
feel to be told what to do? You might hear ideas from “I didn’t
like it” to “It’s fun following directions.”
22 How did it feel to be “King of the Class?” You might hear they
liked it, and some might not have enjoyed the job.
Let’s talk about kings.

Sharing Time
22 What do kings do? Children might say kings tell people what to
do; they wear robes and crowns, and sit on thrones; they make
rules; they lead countries; they’re rich; they live in palaces, etc.
22 How do people treat kings? They might say people bow to
kings, follow their directions, serve them food, and so on.
22 Who is your king? They might name government leaders, Jesus,
or people. They might not have an answer. This question will help
students consider the possibility that they do have a king. You
don’t need to tell them now that Jesus is our King. The fun of this
lesson will be discovering that fact.
Our Bible story is about our King. Let’s find out who our King is and
how we should treat Him.
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MM The children will learn Jesus is
our King and we can praise Him.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 2
Bible Review:
JJOptional: broomstick, bath
towels or brown papers,
green papers
Memory Verse Practice:
JJVerse Mini Puzzles from
the center section of Early
Elementary Make-It/Take-It
□□ Pencils
□□ Paper clips or resealable
plastic sandwich bags

We can praise
Jesus our King!

Before class, study the passages in Luke and John. Read the Bible
story presented below. Separate the figure of Jesus from the teaching
aid and open the die-cut in the poster so Jesus can move from left to
right through the crowd of people. Practice telling the Bible story with
excitement while working the teaching aid.
In class, gather the children around you so everyone can see. When
they are ready to listen, show the class Luke 19:29-38 in your Bible.
Then show John 12:12-19. Explain that today’s Bible story comes from
these two parts of the Bible. Both sections help us learn who our King
is and how we can treat Him. Pause for a second or two of silence to
build some anticipation for the Bible story. Then begin the Bible story.

Palm Sunday

2 Bible Story

LESSON FOCUS:

Jesus Our King Is Praised: Luke 19:29-38; John 12:12-19
Excitement was
everywhere. Lots of
people were walking
to Jerusalem for
a big celebration
called Passover.
It was a time for
worshiping God and
thanking Him for taking care of them.
Jesus and His disciples were walking to
Jerusalem too. They had walked a long way. As
they got closer to Jerusalem, Jesus gave two of
His disciples a special job. He told them to go to a
nearby town. In the town, they would find a young
donkey tied to a post. They should bring it back to
Jesus. Jesus told the disciples that someone might
ask them why they were taking the donkey. He told
them to say, “The Lord needs it.”
The disciples went to the town. When they were
untying the donkey, its owners asked them why they
were untying it. They explained, “The Lord needs
it.” The owner of the donkey let them take it.
Soon they brought the donkey back to Jesus.
It did not have a saddle for Jesus to sit on. Jesus’
disciples put their coats on the donkey’s back and
helped Jesus onto it. (Show the figure of Jesus
separated from the teaching aid.)
Jesus rode the donkey and the disciples

walked along behind. They went along the road to
Jerusalem. Crowds of people saw Jesus coming.
People laid their coats down on the road for the
donkey to walk over. They also put down branches
from palm trees. The people treated Jesus like this
to praise Him because they saw Him as their King.
They wanted to show Jesus that He was their King.
They praised Jesus for all of the miracles He had
done.
When Jesus came closer to Jerusalem, people
came from the city to meet Jesus. They began to
joyfully praise Jesus by shouting “Hosanna!” (Show
Teaching Aid 2. Slide the figure of Jesus on the
donkey up through the slit in the poster. Slowly
move Jesus through the crowd.) Hosanna means
“Save us now.” They wanted Jesus their King to
save them. The people also shouted, “Blessed is
the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” They
said, “Blessed is the King of Israel.” This was how
they praised Jesus.
The people praised Jesus because they saw Him
as a King.
Jesus is our King. We can treat Jesus like
our King by praising Him just like the people in
Jerusalem.
We can praise Jesus our King. Jesus should be
the most important person in our lives.
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Bible Story Review Questions
22 Where was Jesus going? Jesus was going to
Jerusalem.
22 How did Jesus go into Jerusalem? He rode a
donkey.
22 How did the people treat Jesus? They
treated Him like their King. They praised
Him by laying down their coats, waving palm
branches.
22 What did the people shout to Jesus?
“Hosanna” and “Blessed is the king who comes
in the name of the Lord!” and “Blessed is the
King of Israel.”
22 Why did the people praise Jesus? The people
praised Him because of all the things He had
done and because they saw Him as the King.

line to pretend to be Jesus riding the donkey by
the crowds on His way to Jerusalem. Children in the
two lines say repeatedly and together, “Our King is
coming. Blessed is the King of Israel.” The children
will be in one of the two lines unless they are taking
their turn going down between the two lines.
Use any of the optional materials you can provide.
Children can ride the broomstick like a “stick-horse”
donkey to act the part of Jesus. Children in the two
lines acting as the crowd praising Jesus can lay their
coats (towels or brown papers) and palm branches
(green papers) on the floor as they say “Our King
is coming. Blessed is the King of Israel.” Have the
children pick up their coats and branches to repeat
the action for each child acting as Jesus riding the
donkey into Jerusalem.

22 Who can we praise? We can praise Jesus our
King.

Bible Story Review Activity
Have the children stand in two lines about four feet
apart pretending to be the people along the road
to Jerusalem. Let one student at a time step out of

Memory Verse Practice
Before class, remove the verse puzzles from the center section of
add-on figures in Make-It/Take-It.
In class, hand out the verse mini puzzles. Read the verse aloud
as you guide the children to point to each word on their puzzles.
Show the children how to separate the puzzle pieces. Have them
each put their puzzles together. Read the verse again as everyone
points to the words in order.
You may want to hand out pencils for the children to write their
initials on the back side of the pieces. Give each one a bag or
paper clip. Have them collect their puzzle pieces in their bags or
paper clips. Collect the puzzles and put them with other materials
to send home at the end of class.
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Memory Verse:
Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and
today and forever.
Hebrews 13:8

MM The children will select from
activities to praise Jesus our King
and strengthen their memory of
the Bible story.

Praise Jesus Our
King Parade

We can praise
Jesus our King!

Prepare to offer all of these options to your class. You
might want to be the first leader of the Praise Jesus
Our King Parade to help the children get started. Once
the parade is going and being led by students, visit the
children working at the other activity choices.

Maze and Picture
Search

Stand-up Story
Figures

□□ PraisePac
CD

□□ Bible Beginnings pages
3-4

□□ Make-It/Take-It for Palm
Sunday

□□ CD player

□□ Pencils

□□ Add-on figures for Palm
Sunday from the center of
Make-It/Take-It

Make a parade
to let your students
praise Jesus our King during
your class time. Lead the group
in a praise parade. Play the
song “God Gives Us His Special
Son” on the PraisePac CD. Have
fun creating movements and
phrases to praise Jesus our King
that everyone in line can follow.
You might march and clap to the
music, take baby steps, giant
steps, sway side to side, walk
backward, side step, skip, and
so on. Say phrases like, “Praise
Jesus our King”, and “Jesus,
You are my King”, and have the
parade followers echo you.
Let the children take turns
leading your Praise Jesus Our
King Parade. Don’t worry if all
the participants aren’t following
perfectly. Reinforce the praises
of the children for Jesus our
King.

Palm Sunday

3 Bible Activity Choices

LESSON FOCUS:

Children enjoy visual puzzles that
review what they have learned.
Show page 3 as you explain
how the children can trace the
path to show what happened in
the Bible story from Luke 19 and
John 12. There’s more than one
correct solution to the maze on
page 3.
Show the Bible story scene
on page 4. Tell the children to
search for the
four hidden
pictures that
are shown
in the box
in the upper
left corner
of the page.
Answers are
shown here.

□□ Crayons or markers
□□ Tape
□□ Optional: fabric scraps,
glue, paper clips

Let the children make figures to
help them praise Jesus our King
by telling others the Bible story.
Remove the page, and the
figures of Jesus, cloaks, and
palm branches on the center
section, from your Make-It/TakeIt books.
Tell the children to color,
punch out, and fold the pieces.
Explain how the figures stand
and how Jesus fits on the
donkey. Encourage the children
to tell the
Bible story
with their
figures.

Early Elementary – Palm Sunday
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LESSON FOCUS:

Palm Sunday

We can praise
Jesus our King.

MM To apply the Bible story about
praising Jesus our King, the
children will plan ways to praise
Jesus during the week.

MATERIALS:
□□
□□
□□
□□

Bible Beginnings, pp. 5-6
Scissors
Glue sticks or tape
Crayons

4 Bible Response
When the children finish cleaning up, ask them to join you for this closing
activity. When everyone has gathered, hand out Bible Beginnings, pages
5-6. Ask the children to look at the five pictures on the right side of page 5.

22 How are these people praising Jesus our King? Let the children
look at the pictures and talk. They might say people are praising
Jesus by reading the Bible, jumping for joy, singing, and praying.
22 What are some other ways we can praise Jesus our King? Let
the children suggest ideas. They might mention telling others about
Jesus, saying nice things to Jesus, coming back to Sunday school
next week, being kind to others, and so on.
Have the children cut on the straight solid line to separate the palm
branch. Encourage the children to cut apart one or more of the pictures
on page 5. Have them glue or tape the picture(s) they cut onto their palm
branches to show how they will praise Jesus our King during the week.
Children can also glue or tape drawings of their own ideas to show how
they will praise Jesus.

22 How will you praise Jesus our King during the week?
Encourage all of the children to tell an idea. They might suggest
ideas from the pictures they put on their paper palm branch.
Acknowledge each child’s ideas as his commitment to praise Jesus
our King during the week.
22 When will you praise Jesus our King? Let the children suggest
some times. They could say right now, during family devotional
times, at school, at home, and any time! Tell the children they will
honor Jesus by praising Him as our King.

TAKE-HOMES

□□ Storytime for Palm
Sunday
□□ Stand-up Story
Figures
□□ Maze and Picture
Search
□□ Palm Branch
□□ Memory Verse
Puzzle

Seeing God throughout the Week
Today we talked about how the people praised Jesus as
He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. They saw Jesus
as their King. Remember to thank Jesus for being our
King and tell others about Him. Invite them to come to
church with you next Sunday, too!

Prayer Time
Bring the children around you to close your lesson with a time
of prayers to praise Jesus our King. You might encourage the
children to take turns praying aloud their own prayers of praise
to Jesus. If time seems short, you might teach a simple prayer
for everyone to pray aloud together. Here is one suggestion:
Dear Jesus, I praise You for being my King. In Your name I
pray. Amen.
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