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Emotional and
Spiritual Safety
Meeting a standard for children’s and youth physical safety
is not only a good thing; it is also required by law! (Be sure
to know and practice your church’s protection policy.)
Safety in the emotional and spiritual realms is equally
important, but it may be overlooked, assumed, or minimized—even at church. For the church, emotional and
spiritual safety should be a priority, for it is an integral part
of helping students know Jesus and grow in Him.

JUS
T
FOR
YOU

THE MESSAGE

Emotional and spiritual safety sends a message: every student who participates
in a children’s or youth ministry deserves and needs to know that he or she is
valued, loved, and protected.
Everything we say and do as leaders should communicate that message. Our
goal is not only for children and youth to gain book knowledge, but also that
their lives be transformed through understanding God’s Word and applying it
to their daily lives. Because we have the world’s highest goal, we must be sure
that our behavior delivers the world’s highest message—a biblical message of
love and care.

CORE BELIEFS

When adults hold the following core beliefs, they are ready to foster emotional
and spiritual safety for children and youth:
• Servanthood. Believing that we are all here to love and help each other.
• Value. Believing that each child is valuable as a person, both to God and
to us. Children will know they matter to God only when they see that they
matter to us.
• Faith. Believing that every child can have a bright future in God’s family.
Children need for us to see their spiritual potential.
• Trustworthiness. Believing that a student’s trust is a delicate gift that must
be treated with care.
• Honor. Believing that when we honor a student, we honor Jesus.
Our students’ daily lives can be hurried, complicated, and confusing. They may
come to our programs carrying far greater burdens than we can imagine! The
church should be a place where it is emotionally safe for children and youth to
talk about what is going on in their lives. And the church should be a place where
it is spiritually safe for them to ask hard questions and be heard, acknowledged,
and answered.
Actions that nurture emotional and spiritual safety include: (1) listening with interest to what a student has to say and (2) making sure no student ever receives
a negative label but does receive words of love, encouragement, and blessing.
Beyond just knowing the material to be taught, Christian teachers are called to
live in ways that genuinely display Christlike character and concern.
Adapted from Teacher Training Smart Pages © 2006.

Resources

For Your Early Elementary Class
Early Elementary Teacher’s Guide

Each of the 13 lessons contains step-by-step instructions
to help you prepare and teach, with Bible background,
tips for teaching Kindergarten and 1st graders, and a
variety of activities to help your students learn and apply
the Bible lesson. Need one per class.

Early Elementary Creative Teaching Aids

This packet contains a variety of posters, games, 3D
models, puzzles, an attendance chart, Praise Pac CD,
and more. Each PraisePac CD contains three original
worship songs that correlate with each unit. Also included
on your PraisePac CD are downloadable song sheets,
lyric sheets, and postcards. Need one per class.

Bible Beginnings

This student book offers a variety of full-color class
activities for all parts of your lessons—Bible story
character masks, games, puzzles, Bible story and
memory verse sequence cards, puppets, and more.
Need one per student.

Bring the Bible to Life for Kids

1

Step 1:
Bible
Readiness

Scripture makes it clear that God is relational (1
John 3:1; 4:9-10). Our goal is to help students see
this part of God’s nature by interacting with you
and one another. Your goal in Step 1 is to help
your students build relationships with you and one
another. This step gives your students a chance
to share about themselves and their lives, and
be active participants in your classroom. You’ll
be able to guide students to see the connection
between their lives and what happens at Sunday
school. These conversations will flow naturally
into Step 2, your Bible lesson.

4
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Step 2:
Bible
Story

God teaches us through His written Word how
to live and relate with Him and one another
(Hebrews 4:12; 2 Timothy 3:16). Through Step 2,
your class will dive into a portion of God’s Word
and then review it together. You’ll lead the class
with relevant questions that guide your students
to not only understand what they’ve just learned,
but begin to connect it to their lives. Your class
will also have an opportunity to learn the memory
verse for the day. Through this step, you’ll be able
to make sure your students engage in a fruitful
discussion about the Bible at their age level.

Make It/Take It

Using simple classroom supplies, these craft pages become books,
story puppets, pop-up cards, puzzles, and lesson reminders to
help the Bible lessons learned at church be meaningful throughout
the week at home. Need one per student.

Storytime

Send home this four-page booklet to help Bible lessons thrive in
students’ hearts and hands as they take Sunday’s lessons home.
Each weekly paper presents the Bible story, a contemporary story,
and family suggestions for extending the Bible lesson at home
during the week. Need one per student.

For the Noah’s Park Children’s
Church that correlates with
Bible-in-Life, visit our website at
DavidCCook.org

Online Teacher Training!

3

To learn more about teaching and using the
resources in a lesson, visit BibleinLife.com

Step 3:
Bible Activity
Choices

God asks us to internalize His Word so we can
grow in relationship with Him (Psalm 1:2; 119:97).
Step 3 turns your class into a laboratory, giving
you a chance to coach your students to a deeper
understanding of the Bible passage you’ve just
studied. Activity options provided help students
explore the Bible story at their levels and with
their interests so they can truly comprehend and
implement God’s Word into their day-to-day lives.
Your students can actively work through the Bible
story, finding the tangible treasure in the text for
themselves.

4

Step 4:
Bible
Response

The Bible makes it clear that our faith is much
more than a list of beliefs. It’s also what we do—
how we live out what we say we believe. Step 4 is
a way for you to encourage life application with
your students. Together you’ll go over what you’ve
learned and help your students carry the Sunday
school lesson into the rest of their week. You’ll be
able to provide them with practical suggestions
for ways to live out their faith in real life so that
they can be doers of the Word, not just hearers
(Luke 11:28; James 1:22-25).

Early Elementary – Upfront

5

Supplies

Standard Supplies
□□ Early Elementary Creative Teaching
Aids
□□ Bible Beginnings (student books)
□□ Early Elementary Make It/Take It
(craft books)

□□ Glue or glue sticks
□□ Paper clips
□□ Paper cups
□□ Paper towels
□□ Pencils with erasers
□□ Play dough (purchased or

□□ Bibles
□□ Beanbags or foam balls
□□ Building blocks

homemade)
□□ Resealable plastic sandwich bags

□□ Butcher or chart paper
□□ CD player
□□ Clear tape, masking tape
□□ Construction paper, scrap paper
□□ Cotton-tipped swabs and cotton balls
□□ Crayons and colored markers
□□ Envelopes

□□ Flannel board

□□ Paper fasteners

□□ Storytime (take-home papers)

□□ Craft sticks

□□ Fabric scraps

□□ Scissors
□□ Song Sheets from Praise Pac
□□ Stapler
□□ Whiteboard, markers, and erasers
□□ Yarn or string

Extra Supplies
Palm Sunday

Optional
□□ Broomstick
□□ Bath towels
□□ Throne made in class

Easter

□□ Large wads of paper or smooth rocks
□□ Paper plates
□□ Tissue paper

Lesson 3
Optional
□□ Blindfold
□□ Dry beans
□□ Moist paper towels
□□ Potting soil
□□ Sand
□□ Seeds
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Lesson 4

□□ Timer or clock with second hand

Lesson 6

□□ Grocery bags
□□ Wads of paper with labels
Optional
□□ Bag of “clean” trash

Lesson 7

Optional
□□ Miniature cars
□□ Plastic figures
□□ Straws

Lesson 9

□□ Trash can
Optional
□□ Sink basin or bucket of water

&

Prayers Notes

Use this page to write down prayer requests, notes,
or your student birthday list. You can reference
these notes to follow up on your students and then
record how their prayers were answered.

Birthdays

Early Elementary – Upfront
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PALM SUNDAY
Palm Sunday

Praising Jesus
Bible Basis: Luke 19:29-38; John 12:12-19

Use this lesson
on Palm Sunday
as indicated in the
Table of Contents.
See page 29 for
the first lesson this
quarter.

Lesson Focus: We can praise Jesus our King!
Memory Verse: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8

1

Bible Readiness:
To help prepare the children for today’s Bible lesson
about praising Jesus our King, they will play a game
and talk about kings.
□□ Game: Chair or optional throne children made in Early
Bird Options
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story:
The children will learn that Jesus is our King and that
we can praise Him. Teach Luke 19:29-38; John 12:12-19:
Jesus Our King Is Praised.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 2 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids)

JJBible Story Review: Optional: broomstick, bath towels or
brown papers, green papers

JJMemory Verse Practice: Verse Mini Puzzles (from Early

3
4

Elementary Make-It/Take-It center section), pencils, paper
clips or resealable plastic sandwich bags

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will select from activities to praise Jesus
our King and strengthen their memory of the Bible story.
□□ Praise Jesus Our King Parade: PraisePac CD, CD player
□□ Stand-up Story Figures: Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It
for Palm Sunday, add-on figures for Palm Sunday (from
the center of Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It), crayons,
markers, tape; optional: fabric scraps, glue, paper clips
□□ Maze and Picture Search: Bible Beginnings pp. 3-4,
pencils

Bible Response:
To apply the Bible story about praising Jesus our King,
the children will plan ways to praise Jesus during the
week.
□□ Bible Beginnings pp. 5-6, scissors, glue sticks or tape,
crayons, Storytime for Palm Sunday
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).

JJ
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Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Understanding
the Bible

Jesus and the disciples left Jericho
on Friday and stopped in Bethany
in the afternoon. They may have
spent the Sabbath at the home of
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.
On Sunday morning, Jesus
and His disciples headed from
Bethany to Bethphage [BETHfuh-jee] and then Jerusalem. The
disciples likely found it strange
that Jesus walked all but the last
two miles.
The events fulfill the Old
Testament prophecy, “See, your
king comes to you, righteous
and victorious, lowly and riding
on a donkey” (Zech. 9:9).
As Jesus entered Jerusalem,
the crowd waved palm branches
(John 12:13). The palm tree is
not native to Jerusalem. Some
of the Passover pilgrims who
came from lower elevations must
have brought the palm branches
with them. “Hosanna” is an
exclamation and prayer meaning
“save.” It’s like shouting,
“Hooray for the King who will
save us.” However most people
were not willing to submit to
their King’s rule.
Zion is a poetic name
for Jerusalem. Daughter of
Zion refers to the people of
Jerusalem, the Hebrew people.

Palm Sunday

Teacher Devotional
T

here are all kinds of people,
influences, and powers that want us
to treat them as our king. Jobs, family,
hobbies, bill collectors, and so on want
our attention. At times it’s like they all
want to be our kings. They want us to
give them more and more of our energy
and attention.
Of all the ones who seek to gain
our attention, Jesus alone is worthy of
praise as our King. God has crowned
Him with glory and honor (Heb. 2:9). We
glorify Jesus for all He has done for us.
He has shown us the Father (John 14:9).
By His death He forgives our sins (Acts
10:43). He gives us abundant life (John
10:10) and our hope of eternal life in
glory. Declare Jesus is your King in word
and deed.
The Gospel passages for this Bible
lesson teach us how the people in
Jerusalem praised Jesus as their King.
You can learn from their enthusiasm to
help you teach your children to make
their own ways to praise Jesus their
King. Ask Jesus to show you meaningful
and engaging ways for your class to
praise Him.
Take time now to exalt the Lord of
lords, and King of kings in your own
way.

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Children this age might think kings and queens lived
long ago or only in make-believe stories.
Today’s lesson will teach the children that they have
a King who may be very different from the way they
think about kings. Here are some ideas to help your
students begin thinking about Jesus as their King.
— Long ago and in storybooks kings sat on thrones
and wore fancy clothes. But thrones and fancy clothes
don’t make someone a king. Jesus is King because He is
God’s Son. He has always been King.
— Different kings rule over different things. Some
rule over lands and people. Others rule over the hearts
and minds of people. Jesus wants to rule over the
hearts of your children to help them do what is right.
— Jesus is King even if we don’t listen to or obey
Him. When we choose to praise Him as our King, we
learn that He is the greatest King we will ever have
because of His great love and power to save us from
our sins.

Early Bird Options
Plan to provide one or more of these activities for
the children who come early. They will have fun with
these lesson-related projects and your class will
enjoy what they create.
Build a Throne – This lesson talks about kings and
our King. Let the children start thinking about kings
by decorating a chair to look like a throne. Provide
masking tape, paper, and other materials you have
on hand. Let them use their imaginations. You can
use the throne later in the lesson.

the letters. Hang the completed banner in the
classroom.
Praise Bulletin Board – The children will learn that
they can praise Jesus. Let them color the pictures
of children praising Jesus from the lower half of
Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It, page 31. Put the
finished pictures on a bulletin board under the title:
“Children Can Praise Jesus.”

Praise Banner – The children will be praising Jesus
in this lesson. Let them get involved in some of the
preparations to praise Jesus. Outline the letters of
PRAISE JESUS on butcher paper or put one letter
each on construction papers. Let the children color
Early Elementary – Palm Sunday
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LESSON FOCUS:
We can praise
Jesus our King!

1 Bible Readiness
King of the Class Game

MM To help prepare the children
for today’s Bible lesson about
praising Jesus our King, they will
play a game and talk about
kings.

MATERIALS:
□□ Chair or optional throne
the children made in Early
Bird Options

Today’s lesson will teach children that we can praise Jesus our King. Sit
on a chair or the throne the children made in Early Bird Options. Have
the children sit on the floor in front of you. We are going to play a game
called “King of the Class.” “King of the Class” is like Simon Says,
except whoever is the king sits on the throne and gives directions.
When the king says, “The King of the Class says, . . . ” everyone has to
follow the directions. Explain that in this game girls can be kings. They
don’t have to be queens. After you give a few directions let one of the
children replace you as king.
King of the Class says, stand up. Children stand.
King of the Class says, hop on one foot. Children hop on one foot.
Sit down. Children should not sit down.
King of the Class says, turn around one time. Children turn around.
Let each student have a turn being king, even if for just two or three
directions each. Kings can repeat directions already given. Here are
more actions you can suggest if children have a difficult time thinking of
directions.
Clap once, twice, three times, etc.
Stand on one foot.
Bow to me.
Line up against a wall.
Sit down.
Jump up and spin around.
Say, “Jesus loves me.”

22 Everyone did a good job being “King of the Class.” How did it
feel to be told what to do? You might hear ideas from “I didn’t
like it” to “It’s fun following directions.”
22 How did it feel to be “King of the Class?” You might hear they
liked it, and some might not have enjoyed the job.
Let’s talk about kings.

Sharing Time
22 What do kings do? Children might say kings tell people what to
do; they wear robes and crowns, and sit on thrones; they make
rules; they lead countries; they’re rich; they live in palaces, etc.
22 How do people treat kings? They might say people bow to
kings, follow their directions, serve them food, and so on.
22 Who is your king? They might name government leaders, Jesus,
or people. They might not have an answer. This question will help
students consider the possibility that they do have a king. You
don’t need to tell them now that Jesus is our King. The fun of this
lesson will be discovering that fact.
Our Bible story is about our King. Let’s find out who our King is and
how we should treat Him.

10
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MM The children will learn Jesus is
our King and we can praise Him.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 2
Bible Review:
JJOptional: broomstick, bath
towels or brown papers,
green papers
Memory Verse Practice:
JJVerse Mini Puzzles from
the center section of Early
Elementary Make-It/Take-It
□□ Pencils
□□ Paper clips or resealable
plastic sandwich bags

We can praise
Jesus our King!

Before class, study the passages in Luke and John. Read the Bible
story presented below. Separate the figure of Jesus from the teaching
aid and open the die-cut in the poster so Jesus can move from left to
right through the crowd of people. Practice telling the Bible story with
excitement while working the teaching aid.
In class, gather the children around you so everyone can see. When
they are ready to listen, show the class Luke 19:29-38 in your Bible.
Then show John 12:12-19. Explain that today’s Bible story comes from
these two parts of the Bible. Both sections help us learn who our King
is and how we can treat Him. Pause for a second or two of silence to
build some anticipation for the Bible story. Then begin the Bible story.

Palm Sunday

2 Bible Story

LESSON FOCUS:

Jesus Our King Is Praised: Luke 19:29-38; John 12:12-19
Excitement was
everywhere. Lots of
people were walking
to Jerusalem for
a big celebration
called Passover.
It was a time for
worshiping God and
thanking Him for taking care of them.
Jesus and His disciples were walking to
Jerusalem too. They had walked a long way. As
they got closer to Jerusalem, Jesus gave two of
His disciples a special job. He told them to go to a
nearby town. In the town, they would find a young
donkey tied to a post. They should bring it back to
Jesus. Jesus told the disciples that someone might
ask them why they were taking the donkey. He told
them to say, “The Lord needs it.”
The disciples went to the town. When they were
untying the donkey, its owners asked them why they
were untying it. They explained, “The Lord needs
it.” The owner of the donkey let them take it.
Soon they brought the donkey back to Jesus.
It did not have a saddle for Jesus to sit on. Jesus’
disciples put their coats on the donkey’s back and
helped Jesus onto it. (Show the figure of Jesus
separated from the teaching aid.)
Jesus rode the donkey and the disciples

walked along behind. They went along the road to
Jerusalem. Crowds of people saw Jesus coming.
People laid their coats down on the road for the
donkey to walk over. They also put down branches
from palm trees. The people treated Jesus like this
to praise Him because they saw Him as their King.
They wanted to show Jesus that He was their King.
They praised Jesus for all of the miracles He had
done.
When Jesus came closer to Jerusalem, people
came from the city to meet Jesus. They began to
joyfully praise Jesus by shouting “Hosanna!” (Show
Teaching Aid 2. Slide the figure of Jesus on the
donkey up through the slit in the poster. Slowly
move Jesus through the crowd.) Hosanna means
“Save us now.” They wanted Jesus their King to
save them. The people also shouted, “Blessed is
the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” They
said, “Blessed is the King of Israel.” This was how
they praised Jesus.
The people praised Jesus because they saw Him
as a King.
Jesus is our King. We can treat Jesus like
our King by praising Him just like the people in
Jerusalem.
We can praise Jesus our King. Jesus should be
the most important person in our lives.

Early Elementary – Palm Sunday
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Bible Story Review Questions
22 Where was Jesus going? Jesus was going to
Jerusalem.
22 How did Jesus go into Jerusalem? He rode a
donkey.
22 How did the people treat Jesus? They
treated Him like their King. They praised
Him by laying down their coats, waving palm
branches.
22 What did the people shout to Jesus?
“Hosanna” and “Blessed is the king who comes
in the name of the Lord!” and “Blessed is the
King of Israel.”
22 Why did the people praise Jesus? The people
praised Him because of all the things He had
done and because they saw Him as the King.

line to pretend to be Jesus riding the donkey by
the crowds on His way to Jerusalem. Children in the
two lines say repeatedly and together, “Our King is
coming. Blessed is the King of Israel.” The children
will be in one of the two lines unless they are taking
their turn going down between the two lines.
Use any of the optional materials you can provide.
Children can ride the broomstick like a “stick-horse”
donkey to act the part of Jesus. Children in the two
lines acting as the crowd praising Jesus can lay their
coats (towels or brown papers) and palm branches
(green papers) on the floor as they say “Our King
is coming. Blessed is the King of Israel.” Have the
children pick up their coats and branches to repeat
the action for each child acting as Jesus riding the
donkey into Jerusalem.

22 Who can we praise? We can praise Jesus our
King.

Bible Story Review Activity
Have the children stand in two lines about four feet
apart pretending to be the people along the road
to Jerusalem. Let one student at a time step out of

Memory Verse Practice
Before class, remove the verse puzzles from the center section of
add-on figures in Make-It/Take-It.
In class, hand out the verse mini puzzles. Read the verse aloud
as you guide the children to point to each word on their puzzles.
Show the children how to separate the puzzle pieces. Have them
each put their puzzles together. Read the verse again as everyone
points to the words in order.
You may want to hand out pencils for the children to write their
initials on the back side of the pieces. Give each one a bag or
paper clip. Have them collect their puzzle pieces in their bags or
paper clips. Collect the puzzles and put them with other materials
to send home at the end of class.

12
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Memory Verse:
Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and
today and forever.
Hebrews 13:8

MM The children will select from
activities to praise Jesus our King
and strengthen their memory of
the Bible story.

Praise Jesus Our
King Parade

We can praise
Jesus our King!

Prepare to offer all of these options to your class. You
might want to be the first leader of the Praise Jesus
Our King Parade to help the children get started. Once
the parade is going and being led by students, visit the
children working at the other activity choices.

Maze and Picture
Search

Stand-up Story
Figures

□□ PraisePac
CD

□□ Bible Beginnings pages
3-4

□□ Make-It/Take-It for Palm
Sunday

□□ CD player

□□ Pencils

□□ Add-on figures for Palm
Sunday from the center of
Make-It/Take-It

Make a parade
to let your students
praise Jesus our King during
your class time. Lead the group
in a praise parade. Play the
song “God Gives Us His Special
Son” on the PraisePac CD. Have
fun creating movements and
phrases to praise Jesus our King
that everyone in line can follow.
You might march and clap to the
music, take baby steps, giant
steps, sway side to side, walk
backward, side step, skip, and
so on. Say phrases like, “Praise
Jesus our King”, and “Jesus,
You are my King”, and have the
parade followers echo you.
Let the children take turns
leading your Praise Jesus Our
King Parade. Don’t worry if all
the participants aren’t following
perfectly. Reinforce the praises
of the children for Jesus our
King.

Palm Sunday

3 Bible Activity Choices

LESSON FOCUS:

Children enjoy visual puzzles that
review what they have learned.
Show page 3 as you explain
how the children can trace the
path to show what happened in
the Bible story from Luke 19 and
John 12. There’s more than one
correct solution to the maze on
page 3.
Show the Bible story scene
on page 4. Tell the children to
search for the
four hidden
pictures that
are shown
in the box
in the upper
left corner
of the page.
Answers are
shown here.

□□ Crayons or markers
□□ Tape
□□ Optional: fabric scraps,
glue, paper clips

Let the children make figures to
help them praise Jesus our King
by telling others the Bible story.
Remove the page, and the
figures of Jesus, cloaks, and
palm branches on the center
section, from your Make-It/TakeIt books.
Tell the children to color,
punch out, and fold the pieces.
Explain how the figures stand
and how Jesus fits on the
donkey. Encourage the children
to tell the
Bible story
with their
figures.

Early Elementary – Palm Sunday
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LESSON FOCUS:

Palm Sunday

We can praise
Jesus our King.

MM To apply the Bible story about
praising Jesus our King, the
children will plan ways to praise
Jesus during the week.

MATERIALS:
□□
□□
□□
□□

Bible Beginnings, pp. 5-6
Scissors
Glue sticks or tape
Crayons

4 Bible Response
When the children finish cleaning up, ask them to join you for this closing
activity. When everyone has gathered, hand out Bible Beginnings, pages
5-6. Ask the children to look at the five pictures on the right side of page 5.

22 How are these people praising Jesus our King? Let the children
look at the pictures and talk. They might say people are praising
Jesus by reading the Bible, jumping for joy, singing, and praying.
22 What are some other ways we can praise Jesus our King? Let
the children suggest ideas. They might mention telling others about
Jesus, saying nice things to Jesus, coming back to Sunday school
next week, being kind to others, and so on.
Have the children cut on the straight solid line to separate the palm
branch. Encourage the children to cut apart one or more of the pictures
on page 5. Have them glue or tape the picture(s) they cut onto their palm
branches to show how they will praise Jesus our King during the week.
Children can also glue or tape drawings of their own ideas to show how
they will praise Jesus.

22 How will you praise Jesus our King during the week?
Encourage all of the children to tell an idea. They might suggest
ideas from the pictures they put on their paper palm branch.
Acknowledge each child’s ideas as his commitment to praise Jesus
our King during the week.
22 When will you praise Jesus our King? Let the children suggest
some times. They could say right now, during family devotional
times, at school, at home, and any time! Tell the children they will
honor Jesus by praising Him as our King.

TAKE-HOMES

□□ Storytime for Palm
Sunday
□□ Stand-up Story
Figures
□□ Maze and Picture
Search
□□ Palm Branch
□□ Memory Verse
Puzzle

Seeing God throughout the Week
Today we talked about how the people praised Jesus as
He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. They saw Jesus
as their King. Remember to thank Jesus for being our
King and tell others about Him. Invite them to come to
church with you next Sunday, too!

Prayer Time
Bring the children around you to close your lesson with a time
of prayers to praise Jesus our King. You might encourage the
children to take turns praying aloud their own prayers of praise
to Jesus. If time seems short, you might teach a simple prayer
for everyone to pray aloud together. Here is one suggestion:
Dear Jesus, I praise You for being my King. In Your name I
pray. Amen.
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EASTER

Jesus Is Alive!
Bible Basis: Luke 23:46—24:12; 1 Corinthians 15:4-5

Use this lesson
on Easter as
indicated in the
Table of Contents.
See page 29 for
the first lesson this
quarter.

Lesson Focus: Jesus died and is alive again!
Memory Verse: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8

To get the children ready to learn that we can believe
Jesus is alive, they will participate in a discussion about
things they believe.
□□ True or Not True Activity: No materials needed
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story:
The children will learn that we can believe that Jesus
died and is alive again. Teach Luke 23:46—24:12;
1Corinthians 15:4-5: Jesus Is Alive.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 3 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids), flannel board
□□ Bible Story Review: No materials needed

JJMemory Verse Practice: Paper, marker

3

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will pick activities that let them practice
and review today’s Bible lesson that Jesus is alive.

JJReview Races: One large wad of paper or smooth rock
or foam ball for each team
□□ Bible Story Figures: Bible Beginnings pp. 7-10, scissors

JJCelebration Hats: Paper plates and cups, yarn,
construction paper, tissue paper, scissors, markers,
crayons, stapler, tape, glue

4

Bible Response:
The children will apply the Bible lesson about believing
that Jesus is alive by remembering or telling others that
Jesus is alive.
□□ Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It for Easter, Storytime for
Easter
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).

JJ

Easter

1

Bible Readiness:

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Understanding
the Bible
Jesus suffered on the cross for six
hours, and then died after a prayer
and a quotation from Psalm 31:5,
“Father, into your hands I commit
my spirit.”
Bodies of executed persons
were left unburied or thrown
into a common grave. Joseph of
Arimathea took a big risk asking
Pilate to remove Jesus’ body from
the cross (John 19:38). Joseph
was a member of the Sanhedrin.
He was either not present for the
judgment of Jesus or he didn’t
support the vote. Most likely he
was not present since Mark 14:64
says that “they all” (in attendance)
condemned Jesus.
Joseph had little time to
prepare Jesus’ body. The Sabbath
was to begin at 6:00 p.m. Jewish
law did not permit work on the
Sabbath. Yet, Joseph wrapped
Jesus’ body in linens with 75
pounds of myrrh and aloes (John
19:39). The tomb, like the donkey
Jesus rode into Jerusalem, had
never been used.
The women who came to the
tomb on Sunday morning were
likely so grief-stricken that they
forgot Jesus’ promise to rise again.
The message from the angels and
the testimony of the tomb led to
their belief that Jesus was alive.
Early Elementary – Easter
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Teacher Devotional

Easter

Why do you believe that Jesus is alive?

Luke 23:46—24:12 reports Jesus’ victory
over the grave as historical fact. Other
eyewitness accounts in the Bible as well
as Old Testament prophecy support
Luke’s account. But the women who
went to the tomb did not go expecting
to find Christ alive. They went because
they had known the love of Jesus. They
wanted to honor their memories of Him.
When the 11 disciples were told
what the women had seen, they didn’t
believe that Jesus was alive. Even
though Jesus had told them it would
happen, they didn’t believe. Did Peter
run to the tomb expecting to find Christ
alive? He went away wondering what
had happened (Luke 24:12). What did it
take for Peter and the other disciples to
believe that Jesus is alive?
The women, Peter, and the other
disciples believed that Jesus is alive when
they had a personal encounter with the
risen Lord. Not until we encounter the
risen Lord can we truly believe that Jesus
is alive.
As you celebrate that Jesus is alive,
thank Him for what His death does for
you. Prepare your heart to worship our
risen Lord. Then let that excitement
overflow as you worship with the
children in your class.

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Children this age are eager to embrace the wonder of
Bible stories that teach about God’s power. They don’t
need to understand how God does a miracle in order to
accept the fact that He can do miracles. This lesson is
an opportunity for you to encourage their natural sense
of wonder about God.
— Children are very trusting. Don’t assume that
they, like Peter and the disciples, will doubt that Jesus
is alive. They will believe the Bible. Encourage their
faith by confidently stating that Jesus rose from the
dead and is alive.
— Share with the children your own joy and
wonder over the Resurrection. Share what is
meaningful to you about the ways your church
celebrates that Jesus is alive. Point out to them special
decorations, traditions, or music that show the joy of
this occasion.
— Give the children time and opportunity to
respond to the lesson. Each part of the lesson is
designed to help you interact with the children and
what they believe about Jesus being alive.

Early Bird Options
Provide one or more of these activities for the
children who arrive early.
j Paper Egg Hunt – Help the children have fun
and review the Bible memory verse they have been
learning. Before class, cut 11 paper ovals to be paper
eggs. Print a word of the Bible memory verse on
each egg. Put the reference on one egg. Ask a child
to hide the eggs. Other children find the eggs and
put them in order to make the verse. Repeat.
Sunrise Pictures – The children will learn that some
women went to Jesus’ tomb on Sunday morning
about the time the sun was coming up. Let the
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children draw what they think the sunrise looks
like. Put out drawing paper and crayons. Let your
students draw pictures of the sun coming up.
Crosses – Since this Bible lesson includes the fact
that Jesus died on a cross, let the children make
crosses. Put out play dough, paper, scissors, and
markers or crayons for the children to make different
kinds and sizes of crosses. You might want to have
two or three samples of different crosses to give the
children some ideas as they begin to work.

LESSON FOCUS:
Jesus died and
is alive again!

1 Bible Readiness
True or Not True Activity

MATERIALS:
□□ None needed

Today’s Bible lesson will teach children they can believe Jesus is alive.
The activity will get children thinking about things they believe.
Listen to some sentences I read. If you think what I say is true, show
a thumbs-up. If you don’t believe it’s true, show a thumbs-down. Read
each statement below one at a time. After each one, let the children show
what they think. All of the statements are true. The information following
the statements gives details on why they are true.
NN It snows in the middle of summer. The snowflakes almost always
melt into raindrops before they reach the ground except in very cold
places like the North Pole.
NN Your fingernails and your hair are made of the same stuff. Both
are made of keratin. A bird’s feathers are also made of keratin.
NN A little frog in South America is the most dangerous animal
in the world. The skin of just one poison arrow frog contains enough
poison to kill hundreds of people. People put the poison on the tips of
arrows. Lions and poisonous snakes are dangerous, but it would be hard
for one lion or snake to kill hundreds of people.
NN The humps of a camel do not hold water. The humps are fat. Fat
gives food energy so camels can go a long time without food. Their
stomachs hold a lot of water.
NN Hummingbirds can fly backward. Hummingbirds can rotate their
wings similar to the way we can rotate our shoulders. This allows them to
push backward just as we can swim in a backward direction.
NN Sponges are animals. Sponges are like sea anemones. They are
animals that attach to rocks. They don’t have eyes.
NN Glass is made from rock. Sand, lime, and soda, which come from
rocks, are melted together to make glass.
All these statements are true. You should have believed every one
and given it a thumbs-up. Let’s talk about what you believe.

Easter

MM To get the children ready to
learn that we can believe Jesus
is alive, they will participate in
a discussion about things they
believe.

Sharing Time
22 What is something you know is true? Let the children tell their
ideas. Some children might tell things you are certain are not true.
This is okay. Simply acknowledge what they say.
22 What does it mean to believe something? Believe means we
accept something is true. We believe things we are completely
sure of. Make sure your class understands what it means to believe
something. Give an example such as: The sun rises in the morning
and sets in the evening.
22 What are some things you believe? They might talk about
believing people love them, the day of the week, their name, God’s
love, the Bible is God’s Word, and so on.
Today’s Bible story is about something that seems amazing but is
true. Let’s listen to find out what it is.

Early Elementary – Easter
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LESSON FOCUS:
Jesus died and
is alive again!

MM The children will learn that Jesus
died and is alive again.

Easter

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 3
□□ Flannel board
Memory Verse Practice:
□□ Paper
□□ Marker

2 Bible Story
Before class, study the Bible passages this lesson is based on. Read
the Bible story below. Punch out the Bible figures of Teaching Aid 3.
Attach velcro, found in your teaching aids packet, to the back of the
figures. Place them in the order you will use them. Practice telling the
Bible story with emotion and expression while using the figures.
In class, gather the children around you. When you have their
attention, open your Bible to show them the two passages used
to teach this Bible story. Keep your Bible open to Luke 23:46 and
following while you tell this Bible story. This will communicate to the
children that the story comes from the Bible even though you tell the
story rather than read it from your Bible.

Jesus Is Alive: Luke 23:46—24:12; 1 Corinthians 15:4-5
It was a sad day
for the people who
loved Jesus. There
were some other
people who did
not believe that
Jesus was God’s
Son. They put
Jesus on a cross to die. People thought they would
not see Jesus again.
Joseph was one of Jesus’ friends. Joseph took
Jesus’ body off of the cross and wrapped it in cloth.
Joseph put Jesus’ body in a tomb. (Place tomb,
Figure 1, on your flannel board.) A tomb is a cave
for burying dead people. A big stone was nearby
to be rolled over the opening to close the tomb.
(Place stone, Figure 2, on one side of the tomb.)
Some women who were friends of Jesus
watched as Joseph put Jesus’ body in the tomb.
(Place women, Figure 3, by the tomb.) Once the
big rock was moved over the opening so the tomb
was closed, Joseph and the women went to their
homes. (Move stone, Figure 2, over the tomb
opening. Remove the women, Figure 3.) All of this
happened on a Friday before the sun went down.
Saturday was the Sabbath. It was the one day of
each week that was set aside to rest and worship
God. All day Saturday, no one went to the tomb
where Jesus was buried.
As the sun was coming up on Sunday morning,
the women took spices and perfume to Jesus’
tomb. (Add women, Figure 3.) In those days, people
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put spices and perfume on dead bodies both
before and after they buried them. The women
might have planned to ask some people to help
them move the stone so they could go inside the
tomb. (Move stone to one side.) When the women
arrived at the tomb, they had a big surprise. The
stone was already moved away. They went into the
tomb, but Jesus was not in the tomb! They didn’t
know what had happened to Jesus’ body.
Suddenly, two angels stood beside the women.
(Add angels, Figure 4.) The women were afraid. The
angels said to the women, “Jesus is alive! He is not
here! He has risen! Remember how He told you He
would be raised from the dead.” Now the women
remembered how Jesus had said He would die on a
cross and be raised to life again.
The women went to tell the disciples what they
saw and heard. (Remove the women, Figure 3.) At
first the disciples did not believe that Jesus was
alive. One of the disciples named Peter ran to the
tomb to find out for himself. (Add Peter, Figure 5.)
Peter saw the tomb was empty. He wondered what
had happened to Jesus.
Later, Peter saw Jesus. (Add Jesus, Figure 6.)
Then Peter believed that Jesus was truly alive. The
women were right. Jesus was alive. Soon the other
disciples, the women, and others saw Jesus too.
They all believed that Jesus was now alive again.
Jesus will always be alive. He was put on a cross
to die. Then Jesus was buried. But God the Father
raised Jesus from the dead. The Bible tells us that
Jesus is alive. Jesus died and is alive again!

Bible Story Review Questions
22 Who died on a cross? Jesus died on a cross.

22 What is a tomb? A tomb is a cave for burying
dead people.
22 Why did the women go back to the tomb?
They wanted to put spices and perfume on
Jesus’ body.
22 What surprised the women at the tomb?
The tomb was open. The stone was already
moved away.
22 Who suddenly stood beside the women?
Two angels.
22 What did the angels tell the women? Jesus
is alive.
22 What did the women do? They remembered
what Jesus said. They went to tell the disciples
what they saw and heard.
22 Who believed that Jesus is alive? Peter, the
disciples, and the women believed Jesus is
alive.
22 What can we believe about Jesus? We can
believe that Jesus died and is alive again.

Children enjoy acting out stories they know. We can
watch their acting to learn what they understand
about the story. Lead the children to act out these
parts of the Bible story. Read each sentence given
below, one at a time. Let the children have time to
think and act. Some suggested actions are given.
NN Show how Joseph wrapped Jesus’ body.
Children might wrap imaginary cloth strips around
their arms, or a neighbor’s body, etc.
NN Show how people would have rolled the big
stone to close the tomb. Push hard.
NN Show how the women walked to the tomb
on Sunday morning. Children could walk around the
room in a sad and slow way, carry containers of spice
and perfume.
NN Show how the women acted when they saw
the two angels. Children should act surprised. They
might jump, or step back, or put their hands on their
faces, and so on.
NN Show how the women went to tell the
disciples, “Jesus is alive.” Walk or run around the
room.
NN Show what you’d do because Jesus is alive.
Children might clap, jump, celebrate, pray to thank
Jesus, and so on.

Memory Verse Practice
The memory verse reminds us that Jesus is alive yesterday,
today, and forever!
J Before class, print the verse on paper cards. Put one, two, or
three words per card, depending on space and how many cards
you want to have. For a large class, you might make two sets of
verse cards.
In class, show your cards as you read the memory verse from
the cards. Encourage the children to read with you. Shuffle the
cards. Then give the class your set(s) of cards. Let them arrange
the verse cards in word order to show the verse.
You might collect the cards and repeat. Or divide the class into
two teams to see which team can put the verse cards in order the
fastest.

Memory Verse:
Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and
today and forever.
Hebrews 13:8

Early Elementary – Easter
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Easter

22 What did Joseph do with Jesus’ body?
Joseph took Jesus’ body off the cross, wrapped
it in cloth, and put Jesus’ body in a tomb.

Bible Story Review Activity

LESSON FOCUS:
Jesus died and
is alive again!

3 Bible Activity Choices
Plan to provide these activity options for your students. By offering all of the
choices, you can let them choose how they learn best from your Bible lesson.

Easter

MM The children will pick
activities that let them
practice and review
today’s Bible lesson that
Jesus died and is alive
again.

Review Races
JJOne large, smooth rock,
foam ball, or large wad of
paper for each team

Let the children move and run to
review the Bible story. Have the
students form small teams. Point
out four locations for the races:
the start, the tomb (put the rocks
at the tomb area), home, and
the disciples. Have the teams
complete the following actions
in order from the Bible story.
NN Each team member walks
fast from the start to the tomb
area.
NN Each team member rolls
their team’s rock, ball, or wad of
paper over the tomb.
NN Each team member walks
home.
NN Each team member walks
quickly to the tomb.
NN Each team member walks
quickly to the disciples.
NN Everyone announces “Jesus
is alive.”
NN Repeat the races.
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Celebration Hats

Bible Story Figures

JJPaper plates and cups

□□ Bible Beginnings, pp. 7-10

□□ Yarn

□□ Scissors

□□ Construction paper
□□ Tissue paper
□□ Scissors
□□ Markers or crayons
□□ Stapler, tape, or glue

Jesus is alive! That’s something
to celebrate! Let the children
make hats to celebrate the
Resurrection.
Children will be creative
when we encourage them.
Put out the materials you can
provide. Encourage the children
to have fun making hats to
celebrate that Jesus is alive.
When the children finish
their hats, organize them in
a celebration parade. March
and move around the room
sporting your celebration hats as
everyone chants “Jesus is alive.”

Let the children use story figures
and background scenes to retell
the Bible story.
The children can cut out the
story figures. Explain how to
fold the background page and
the story figures so they stand.
Have the students pair up to
retell the Bible story with their
background scenes and figures.

LESSON FOCUS:
Jesus died and
is alive again!
MM The children will apply the Bible
lesson about believing that Jesus
is alive by remembering or telling
others that Jesus is alive.

MATERIALS:

Jesus was put on a cross to die. His body was put in a tomb and a
stone closed the tomb. But God raised Jesus from the dead. Many
people believed that Jesus is alive. We can believe that Jesus is alive!
Let’s make cards that can remind us, or tell others, that we can
believe that Jesus died and is alive again.
Hand out the Make-It/Take-It project for this lesson. Have children
color the card. Follow the sequence of folding directions given on the
page to guide the children to make their pop-up cards.
Let the children open their completed cards to see how Jesus pops up.
Have the children close their cards and follow along with you as you
read aloud each part of the card.

22 What could you do with your card to help you remember,
or tell others, that we can believe that Jesus is alive? Let the
children think and talk. You might hear about places they could
keep it, people they might give it to, and so on.
22 What will you do with your cards?
Let the children tell their plans. Take time for everyone to respond. Accept
their plans as good ways to remember or tell others that Jesus is alive.
The women in our Bible story believed that Jesus is alive. When
the disciples saw Jesus, they also believed He is alive. Think silently to
yourself if you believe that Jesus is alive.

Seeing God throughout the Week
Easter Sunday is the wonderful day we celebrate Jesus being alive after
He had died on the Cross. This week remember to tell others about
Jesus, our living King!

TAKE-HOMES
□□ Storytime for Easter
□□ Background Scenes
and Figures
□□ Celebration Hats
□□ Pop-up Cards

Prayer Time
Let’s use our prayer time to talk with Jesus about what we
believe. You might want to tell Jesus that you believe He is
alive and thank Him for rising from the dead. Begin a time
of silent individual prayer. After an amount of time that feels
comfortable to you for the children in your class, close your
prayer time. Here is a suggested close.
Dear Jesus, thank You for rising from the dead and that
You are alive. In Your name I pray. Amen.
God’s work through any Bible lesson may lead children to
express interest in believing in Jesus and asking Him to forgive
them. The inside back cover of this guide gives you some
suggestions for your response.

Early Elementary – Easter
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□□ Make-It/Take-It for Easter
□□ Crayons or markers

4 Bible Response

ASCENSION

Jesus Loves Us

Use this lesson
on Ascension Sunday
as indicated in the
Table of Contents. See
page 29 for the first
lesson this quarter.

Bible Basis: Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:7-11; Romans 8:31-39
Lesson Focus: Jesus always loves us.
Memory Verse: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8

Ascension

1

Bible Readiness:
The children will get ready to learn that Jesus always
loves us by brainstorming a daily schedule and
discussing people who love us.
□□ Brainstorming Activity: Whiteboard and marker
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story:
The children will learn that Jesus always loves us. Teach
Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:7-11; Romans 8:31-39: Jesus
Always Loves Us
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 4 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids), tape
□□ Bible Story Review: One set of cards from Bible
Beginnings page 11, scissors
□□ Memory Verse Practice: One set of cards from Bible
Beginnings p. 12

3

Bible Activity Choices:
The students will participate in activities that let them
practice that Jesus always loves us.
□□ Movable Story Scene: Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It
for Ascension, crayons, glue; optional: cotton balls
□□ Sequence Cards: Bible Beginnings p. 11, scissors, paper
clips

JJFour Corner Game: Four signs: “Jesus,” “always,” “loves,”
and “us”

4

Bible Response:
The children will apply the Bible lesson by planning
times to remember that Jesus always loves us.
□□ Bible Beginnings pp. 13-14, pencils, Storytime for
Ascension
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).

JJ
22

Early Elementary – Ascension

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Understanding
the Bible
Luke is the only Gospel that records
the Ascension. The few verses Luke
gives the event (24:50-53) in no
way indicates its importance. It is
reasonable to assume that Luke
already had in mind the expanded
account in Acts.
The disciples responded to
Christ’s leaving with joy (Luke
24:52). They most certainly
were aware that the Ascension
did not withdraw Christ’s love
from them, but allowed Him to
expand the reach of His love
through them. The teachings of
Jesus recorded in John (14:24, 28; 16:5, 7) must have come
to their minds. Because of the
unfolding of events, they were
ready to return to Jerusalem
to eagerly await the unfolding
benefits of Jesus’ love.
The disciples most likely
stayed in the upper room (Acts
1:13). Luke’s comment that
they “stayed continually at the
temple” (Luke 24:50) likely
means they went to the temple
at the regular times for prayer.
Jesus went back to heaven
where He lives in glory with the
Father (John 17:5). This is why
everyone’s knee will bow to
worship Him (Phil. 2:10).

Teacher Devotional

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Early-elementary children have experienced stable and
predictable relationships as well as the devastation of
broken relationships. They may have been exposed to
more than you might imagine.
— Some children might question the constant love
of some adults. Broken family relationships can be
devastating for some children. You might not be able to
take away or undo the effects of broken relationships.
But teaching about Jesus will bring hope because
nothing can separate us from His constant love.
— The experiences some children have might
cause them to think that leaving and loving don’t mix.
Explain that Jesus went back to heaven, but He is
always with us. He said, “Surely I am with you always”
(Matt. 28:20). His presence and His love are always
with us.
— The dependability of Jesus who always loves
us will be a treasure that your students can rely on
through the ups and downs of relationships to come.

Ascension

From cover to cover, the Bible is a
love story. When God made humans
in His image, we became a creation of
love—for God is love. God loved Adam
and Eve and provided for them. God
loved Noah and saved him from the
flood. God loved Abraham and made
a covenant with him. God loved Moses
and met him face to face. God loved
David and called him “friend.” What
other biblical examples of God’s love
can you think of?
One of the earliest references
to God’s love is found in Exodus
15:13. After being delivered from the
Egyptians, God’s people sang to the
Lord, “In your unfailing love you will
lead the people you have redeemed.”
We cannot tell the story of God’s love
without speaking of redemption. The
greatest expression of God’s love was
displayed on the cross in the death of
His Son, Jesus.
Jesus willingly suffered on the cross
because He loved you. Jesus has always
loved you. Jesus will always love you. He
came to prove how wide and long, high
and deep is God’s love for you. What an
amazing privilege you have of teaching
this truth to your students.
May this lesson help encourage you
to walk in His love daily.

Early Bird Options
Plan to provide one or more of these activities for
the children who arrive early. The children will be
involved in fun activities that help get them ready for
the Bible lesson.

the outside edge of a paper and continue cutting
a path that spirals around to the center. This will
become a bouncy streamer for celebrating. Let them
roll papers to make trumpets.

Who Loves Me – This lesson is about love. Get the
children thinking about who loves them. Print “Who
Loves Me” on the board. Ask the children to draw
pictures and write names of people who love them.

Hearts of Love – In this lesson, the children will learn
that Jesus always loves us. Help the children start
thinking about Jesus’ love. Put out paper, scissors,
and crayons. Have the children cut paper hearts,
then draw or write on their hearts to show ways
Jesus shows His love.

Celebration Streamers and Trumpets – Jesus’
love for us is something to celebrate. Let the
children make some paper celebration streamers
and trumpets. Put out colored paper, scissors, and
markers. Show the children how to start cutting on
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LESSON FOCUS:
Jesus always loves us.

1 Bible Readiness
Brainstorming Activity

MM The children will get ready to
learn that Jesus always loves us
by brainstorming a daily schedule
and discussing people who love
us.

Ascension

MATERIALS:
□□ Whiteboard and marker

This lesson teaches children Jesus always loves us. Begin your lesson
with a brainstorming activity to help the children think about places they
are during a typical day. This will prepare them to realize some times and
places that Jesus always loves them.
Write the children’s most common answer to each of the following
questions to show a typical day’s schedule for your children.

22 What is the first thing you do on a school day? Most will say
they wake up or get out of bed. If they suggest something like eat
breakfast, or go to school, ask them what they do before that.
22 Where are you when you get up? What time is it? Write the
most common time on your class schedule, and “wake up in bed.”
Tell the children that you understand everyone doesn’t get up at
the time you put, but it is close for most.
22 What do you do next? Write the time and activity.
22 What time do you eat breakfast and where do you eat? Write
the typical time and place on your schedule.
22 What happens after breakfast? They will probably say go to
school, catch a bus, etc. Write the most common time and activity.
22 What time does school begin? Write the most common time.
22 What time does school end? Write the common ending time.
22 Where do you go when school is out? After-school programs,
different places they might stay, or home might be suggested. Write
one or more of the places your students go after school.
Continue to ask questions to make a daily schedule for your class. Our
typical schedule shows the places we go and the times. Let’s talk
about the places we go and where the people are who love us.

Sharing Time
22 Think of one person who loves you. When are you with that
person? They might name Mom at home, a neighbor friend who
lives next door, a teacher at school, and so on.
22 Who else loves you? The children might name family members,
friends, teachers, Jesus, etc.
22 Do these people still love you when you are away from them
in different places? Yes, they do! This emphasizes that we know
others love us even though they’re in another place.
We know people who love us even when they are in different
places than we are. One day Jesus went back to heaven. Listen to our
Bible story to learn how Jesus went back to heaven and to hear that
even though Jesus went up to heaven, He always loves us.
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2 Bible Story
MM The children will learn that Jesus
always loves us.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 4
□□ Tape
Bible Review:
□□ One set of cards from Bible
Beginnings, page 11
□□ scissors
Memory Verse Practice:
□□ One set of cards from Bible
Beginnings, page 12

LESSON FOCUS:
Jesus always loves us.

Before class, study the Bible passages for this lesson. Then read the
Bible story presented below. Prepare Teaching Aid 4 as indicated on
the back of the poster. Practice using the teaching aid and telling the
Bible story.
In class, bring the children around you so they can see you and the
teaching aid. Before you begin the story, you might tell the children
that a blessing is a prayer or something said for the good of a person or
group of people. A blessing asks God for something good for people.
Tell the class that this story comes from verses in Luke 24, Acts 1,
and Romans 8. Open your Bible to Luke 24:50-53. Keep your Bible
open as you tell the Bible story.

Who can tell us what
happened to Jesus on Easter
Sunday? (Jesus came back to
life on Easter Sunday.) After
Jesus came back to life, He
was with His disciples for 40
days. On the last day that
Jesus was on earth, He went
walking with His disciples.
They went up on a hill outside
of Jerusalem near Bethany.
Jesus found a place to stop
so He could talk with His disciples. (Show Teaching
Aid 4, Scene A. Pull the strip through Slit 1 so Jesus
shows. Fold the angels behind.)
Jesus gathered His disciples around Him. Then
He blessed them. Jesus blessed His disciples so they
would know that He loved them then, and that He
would always love them. Jesus wanted His disciples
to understand that He would always love them.
While Jesus was talking with His disciples, He
started going up into the sky. Where do you think He
was going? (Let the children respond as you slowly
pull to unfold the teaching aid to show Scene B. Let
the strip pull through the slit so Jesus appears over
the cloud and the angels are with the disciples.)
The disciples looked up into the sky to see Jesus
leave. They watched with wonder as He went up
into the clouds. (Lift the cloud over Jesus.) Even
after they couldn’t see Jesus anymore, the disciples
still looked up to the sky.

Suddenly two angels appeared with the
disciples. The angels asked, “Why are you looking
at the sky?” The angels said, “Jesus went back to
heaven. He will come back some day.”
The disciples understood where Jesus went.
They knew He is God’s Son and that He went back
to be with His Father in heaven. The disciples also
knew that even though Jesus went back to heaven,
He still loved them. They knew that wherever they
went Jesus would always love them.
The disciples were so excited about Jesus and
His love for them that they ran back to Jerusalem
and went to the temple to worship God.
After some days the disciples began telling
people in Jerusalem about Jesus and His love.
Then some of the disciples and other people who
believed in Jesus started traveling to towns and
cities in Israel and outside of Israel telling people
about Jesus. They wanted everyone to know that
Jesus always loves us.
Paul believed in Jesus and learned about His love.
God helped Paul write the Book of Romans. Romans
chapter eight tells us that nothing can stop Jesus
from always loving us. Even if we are in trouble, and
in hard times, Jesus always loves us. If we are hungry,
Jesus always loves us. Every place we go, Jesus
always loves us. Today and every day of our lives,
Jesus always loves us. Whatever we do, whether it
is good or bad, Jesus always loves us. Nothing can
separate us from Jesus always loving us.

Early Elementary – Ascension
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Jesus Always Loves Us: Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:7-11; Romans 8:31-39
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Bible Story Review Questions
22 Where did Jesus go? Jesus went back to
heaven.
22 What did Jesus do for His disciples before
He went up to heaven? He blessed His
disciples. Jesus helped them understand He
would always love them.

Ascension

22 What did the two angels tell the disciples?
Jesus went back to heaven. He will come back
some day.
22 What did the disciples do after Jesus went
back to heaven? They ran back to Jerusalem
to worship God. They began telling people
about Jesus and His love.
22 Why do you think the disciples worshiped
God and told others about Jesus? The
children will have their own ideas. You might
hear that they did these things because they
knew Jesus always loved them, they loved
Jesus, etc.
22 When does Jesus love us? Jesus always loves
us.

Bible Story Review Activity
Cut apart one set of story sequence cards from Bible
Beginnings, page 11.
Shuffle the cards. Hand the cards to a student. Ask
the one with the cards to lay them out in the order of
the Bible story. The cards below
show the correct order. When the
student is finished, have everyone
look at the arrangement of cards.
Agree the order is correct, or talk
together to make any corrections
needed.
Collect the cards and shuffle
them again. Give the cards to
another student to arrange them
in order.
If you have a large class, you might have pairs of
students arrange the set of cards, or use two sets of
cards for two students to work at the same time.
Collect the cards to use the other side in the
Memory Verse Practice time. Tell the class they will
have more time later in your class time to work with
their own sets of story picture cards.

Memory Verse Practice
Memory
Verse
The Bible memory
versePractice
reminds us that Jesus is always the
same. That’s why He will always love us, forever.
Place the four verse cards from Bible Beginnings, page 12, in
verse word order so the children can see the cards. Read the verse
aloud with the children as you point to each word on the cards.
Read the verse a second time.
Hand one verse word card to each of four children. Ask the
four children to stand in line while holding their cards so the class
can see the words in verse order. Lead the class
to read the verse aloud as each child raises his or
her word card.
One by one, have the children cover the
words on their cards, or put them down, as the
class memorizes the verse from Hebrews 13:8.
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Memory Verse:
Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and
today and forever.
Hebrews 13:8

3 Bible Activity Choices
MM The students will participate in
activities that let them practice
that Jesus always loves us.

Four Corner Game
“loves,” and “us”

Let the children play a game to
strengthen their memory of the
Bible lesson.
Before class, print four large
signs. Each sign shows one word
of the Lesson Focus.
In class, post a sign in
each corner of the room, or in
separated areas. Blindfold a
volunteer in the center. Have
the other players quietly go to
any number of the corners. The
volunteer guesses which corner
the other players have gone
to by naming the corner by its
sign. The children standing at
the named corner are out of
this round of the game. When
everyone is out, select a new
volunteer and repeat the game.
If space is limited, put the
signs in word order on the floor
or table top. Children sit around
the signs. Have the volunteer
cover his eyes while the players
point to a sign or put a marker
or their finger on the sign of
their choice.

Jesus always loves us.

Work with your classroom space and furniture to
provide this enriching menu of choices. The children will
appreciate the opportunity to select the activities that
help them get the most from the Bible story. Explain all
the activities you offer, then dismiss the children to begin
at the activity they choose. Spend your time visiting the
children at each of the activities. Talk with them about
their learning.

Sequence Cards
□□ Bible Beginnings, page 11
□□ Scissors
□□ Paper clips

Movable Story
Scene
Ascension

JJFour signs: “Jesus,” “always,”

LESSON FOCUS:

□□ Make-It/Take-It for
Ascension
□□ Crayons

Let the children review the Bible
story with pictures. Have the
children cut apart their cards.
They can shuffle and reorder
their cards.
Let them work in groups of
two or three. Have them tell
each other the story as they
show their cards. One hides a
picture. The others tell about
the missing picture then go
find it. They write a sentence
about what is happening in each
picture. They tell their favorite
part of the story. One points to
a pictured character and another
tells what
that character
might be
thinking
or saying
according
to the Bible
story.

□□ Glue
□□ Optional: cotton balls

Let the children make a reminder
that even though Jesus went up
to heaven, He always loves us.
Have children color the
page then show them how to
attach the paper strip to make
their moving
story scenes.
Encourage
the children
to get into
small groups
of two or
three to tell
each other
the Bible
story with their story scenes.
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Jesus always loves us.

4 Bible Response

MM The children will apply the
Bible lesson by planning times to
remember that Jesus always loves
us.

No matter where we are, or what we are doing, Jesus always loves
us. Our memory verse reminds us Jesus never changes. This is why He
will always love us. Hand out Bible Beginnings, page 14. Read the verse
aloud with your children. Please turn over your page.

LESSON FOCUS:

MATERIALS:
□□ Bible Beginnings, pp. 13-14
□□ Pencils

22 What times and places do these pictures show? Children will
likely suggest: recess times at school, playing at a park, going for
walks, at school, sleeping in bed, and mealtimes at home.
22 Jesus always loves us, all the time and every place we go.
What are some other times and places that Jesus loves you?

Ascension

Let the children talk. Accept all the ideas given. You might hear in
Sunday school, on a school bus, during a game, when I’m alone,
and so on.
Use the open square to draw or write about one more time or place
Jesus always loves you. Let the children draw or write. After children
have finished, let them share what they drew or wrote. Respond to each
as a time or place Jesus loves us.
Let’s make plans to remember Jesus always loves us. Draw a
circle around the times and places shown in the pictures that you will
remember Jesus always loves you. Let the children draw circles. They
might pick one or more times pictured.

Seeing God throughout the Week
Knowing Jesus loves us is very special. No matter where we are or
whatever is happening, Jesus always is with us, loving us. Pray you will
always remember Jesus loves you, and that you will find ways to share His
love with others.

TAKE-HOMES

Looking Ahead

□□ Storytime for
Ascension

Next week you
will teach lesson 6

□□ Story/Verse
Sequence Cards

found on page 64.

□□ Movable Story Scene
□□ Jesus Always Loves
Us Pictures

Prayer Time
What could you say in a prayer to thank Jesus for always loving
us? Let the children tell their ideas. Repeat their ideas so everyone
hears and to help them remember what they might pray.
Begin a time of individual prayer. Encourage the children to
pray aloud to thank Jesus for always loving them. Close your
prayer time when it seems that the children have had enough
time to pray.
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Knowing Jesus
Bible Basis: John 1:35-42; Matthew 16:13-17

LESSON 1

LESSON 1

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Lesson Focus: We can know that Jesus is God’s Son.
Memory Verse: Jesus is the Son of God. 1 John 5:5

1

Bible Readiness:
To help get ready to learn from the Bible story about
Peter knowing that Jesus is God’s Son, the children will
play a game and talk about knowing others.
□□ “Did You Know . . . ?” Game: No materials needed
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story:
The children will learn what Peter knew about Jesus.
Teach John 1:35-42; Matthew 16:13-17: Peter Knows
Jesus Is God’s Son.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 5 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids)

JJBible Story Review: Paper signs: “Jesus,” “Peter,” “Andrew,”
and “John the Baptist”
□□ Memory Verse Practice: No materials needed

3

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will participate in activities that help them
use what they learned from the Bible story.
□□ Storytelling Puppets and Stage: Early Elementary MakeIt/Take-It for Lesson 1, craft sticks, tape
□□ Jesus Is God’s Son Relay: No materials needed
□□ Picture Review and Verse Puzzles: Bible Beginnings pp.
15-16, pencils

4

Bible Response:
The children will apply the Bible lesson about Peter
knowing that Jesus is God’s Son by planning ways they
can help others know that Jesus is God’s Son.
□□ Drawing paper, pencils, crayons, Storytime for Lesson 1
and Family Section, back cover of Bible Beginnings

This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).

JJ

Understanding
the Bible
John the Baptist described Jesus
as “The Lamb of God.” This
description of Jesus is found
only in John 1:29 and 36. The
expression refers generally to a
sacrifice. John was saying that
Jesus would atone for the sin of
the world.
The unnamed disciple who
left John the Baptist to follow
Jesus was likely John, the author
of the Gospel.
Sometimes the idea of
“follow” means “become
a disciple.” In this passage,
“follow” means more “pursue
with serious intent.” They called
Jesus “Rabbi,” a term of respect
for Jewish teachers. “Rabbi”
is a Hebrew word that literally
means “My great one” or simply
“Master.”
Some people thought Jesus
might be John the Baptist
reincarnated (Matt. 14:1-2). John
was previously killed by Herod
the tetrarch (Matt. 14:6-12).
Others thought Jesus might
be Elijah, who was expected to
return (Mal. 4:5).
Ironically, Peter’s confession
that Jesus is the Son of God, the
Messiah of the Jews, occurred
in a Gentile town built by the
Romans with a limited Hebrew
population.
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Teacher Devotional

Getting to know others can take time.
Such was the case for Peter. Read John
1:35-42 for Peter’s first encounter with
Jesus. Then read Peter’s first recorded
confession that Jesus is God’s Son, the
Messiah of the Jews, in Matthew 16:13-17.
After Peter met Jesus, he chose to
stay with Him. Peter was ready and willing
to learn. God worked in Peter’s day-today experiences and lessons with Jesus to
show Peter that Jesus is God’s Son.
What does knowing that Jesus is
God’s Son mean to you personally?
Peter sorted through all of the false
ideas of who Jesus is to show he knew the
truth. Like Peter, we must sort through
many false notions and popular ideas
that are wrong. But God gives us many
wonderful opportunities to get to know
the truth about His Son, Jesus. We have
God’s living and active Word in Scripture
(Heb. 4:12). We have other believers who
help us learn from their experience with
Jesus. We have our own knowledge of the
grace of God in our lives.
Now God is using you to teach the
children He gives you that Jesus is God’s
Son. Pray that your teaching of the Word
of God will be fruitful in them and lead
them to the saving knowledge of Jesus.

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Children picture God in their minds. These pictures are
continually adjusted according to new information the
children receive from adults like you.
This lesson introduces Peter’s knowledge of Jesus.
Early-elementary children are responsive to God’s Spirit
and want to learn who Jesus is. They know they can’t
learn everything, but they will begin. What will the
children understand?
— They know about father-child relationships from
their own family and friends. Your students will use
those relationships to build their understanding of
Jesus.
— Many children might think of Jesus like
themselves, the child of a father. They might picture
Jesus listening to His Father’s instructions and obeying
Him. He is very real to children.
— Peter correctly knew Jesus! The children will
find comfort that if Peter knew, and you also know
who Jesus is, then they will be able to know too. Your
confidence in what you know will encourage them to
grow in the knowledge of God.

Early Bird Options
Let children who arrive early begin one of these
activities.
Attendance Chart – Write the
children’s names on the Spring
Attendance Chart found in
your Creative Teaching Aids
packet. Put the chart on a wall
at the children’s height. Ask the
children to mark their attendance
by coloring in the square,
drawing a happy face, or adding
a spring sticker. Then let each
child choose another activity.
Knowing Names – Peter is an important person
in the New Testament and early church. Help your
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children become familiar with his name by letting
them practice writing it. Print “Peter” on your board.
Provide paper and pencils for the children to practice
writing “Peter.”
‘All about Jesus’ Bulletin Board – Let the children
make a classroom bulletin board that shows what
they know about Jesus. Provide drawing paper for
children to use by themselves, or a larger piece of
paper that several children can work on at one time.
Children can draw pictures and write words to show
what they know about Jesus.
Put the completed work on a wall under the title:
“All about Jesus.” You might leave some empty
space for children to add more pieces as they learn
about Jesus during this month.

We can know that
Jesus is God’s Son.

1 Bible Readiness

LESSON 1

LESSON 1 FOCUS:

“Did You Know...?” Activity

MM To help get ready to learn
from the Bible story about Peter
knowing that Jesus is God’s Son,
the children will play a game and
talk about knowing others.

MATERIALS:
□□ None needed

Today’s lesson teaches the children that they can know Jesus is God’s
Son. Help the children begin by focusing on what they know about
others with this opening activity.
Gather the children around you sitting on the floor. Gain their
attention by clapping your hands in rhythm as you say, One, two, three,
please look at me. Tell the children to listen to your directions for a new
game called “Did You Know . . . ?”
Start the game with this direction. Jump up and stay standing if you
have a younger sister or brother. Let the children jump and stand. Take
note of a child who is standing.
Did the rest of you know that (student’s name) had a younger
brother or sister? Let the other children in the class respond. They might
say “yes” or “no,” or nod their heads. Have the children sit down to be
ready for the next game instruction. Continue the game in this pattern.
Try to point out a different child each time.
NN Jump up and stand if you like the color red. Let the children jump
up and stand. Did you know that (student’s name) likes red? Let the
children show or tell what they already knew about the child you identified.
Use the following suggestions to continue the game or add ideas of
your own.
NN Jump up and stand if you are a fast runner.
NN Jump up and stand if you have a birthday this month.
NN Jump up and stand if you ride a bus to school.
NN Jump up and stand if you like broccoli.
NN Jump up and stand if you are on a soccer team.
You know some things about others, but there are some things
you didn’t know. Let’s talk about what you know about others.

Sharing Time
22 What do you know about someone in our class that you didn’t
know before today? Let the children have time to recall and talk.
They should tell about what they learned about classmates. For
example, a student might say, “I didn’t know that Cameron was on
a soccer team.”
22 What would you like us to know about you that we don’t
know? Let the children think and talk. They might talk about
a new pet, new friends, new toys, or something they learned in
school during the past week.
22 What do you know about Jesus? Let the children tell what they
know and understand. The children might talk about the fact that
Jesus loves us, He lives in heaven, Jesus was born as a baby, and so
on. Acknowledge what they say, but gently correct any wrong ideas.
Our Bible story is about Peter and what he knew about Jesus. Let’s
listen to learn what Peter knew about Jesus.

Early Elementary – Lesson 1
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LESSON 1

LESSON 1 FOCUS:
We can know that
Jesus is God’s Son.

MM The children will learn what Peter
knew about Jesus.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 5
Bible Review:

JJPaper signs in four different
colors: “Jesus,” “Peter,”
“Andrew,” and “John the
Baptist”

2 Bible Story
Before class, study the Bible passages for this lesson. Then read the
Bible story given below. You might practice using your voice and body
expressions to build interest into the story.
In class, gather the children around you so you can see each other,
and they can see the teaching aid when you show it. Use your Bible to
show the class John 1:35-42 and Matthew 16:13-17. Tell the children
that the Bible story comes from verses in John chapter 1 and Matthew
chapter 16. Explain that this story is about two different events and
times that together teach us how Peter knew that Jesus is God’s Son.
Keep your Bible open to Matthew 16:13-17 as you tell the Bible story.
If you think it would be helpful to your students, talk about the two
men named John in this lesson. Part of this Bible story comes from the
New Testament Book of John. This man named John wrote the Book
of John. He was also one of the 12 disciples of Jesus. The Bible story
tells about another man named John who preached about God around
the time when Jesus lived. This John was called John the Baptist.

Peter Knows Jesus Is God’s Son: John 1:35-42; Matthew 16:13-17
John the Baptist
was a man who
preached to the
people about God.
One day John was
with two of his
followers. He saw
Jesus walking by.
John said, “Look! The Lamb of God!” John said this
because he knew that Jesus is God’s Son.
Two of John’s followers heard what John said
about Jesus. They left John and followed after
Jesus.
Jesus turned around and saw the two behind
Him. So Jesus asked them, “What do you want?”
The two said, “Teacher, where are You staying?”
Jesus answered by telling the two to come with
Him to see where He was staying. They followed
Jesus to the place He was staying. They stayed with
Jesus all that day.
One of the men who spent the day with Jesus
was named Andrew. Andrew had a brother named
Peter. Andrew found Peter, and said, “I have found
God’s Son!”
(Show Teaching Aid 5.) Peter immediately went
with Andrew to meet Jesus.
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Peter and Andrew became disciples of Jesus.
They followed Him to learn about God.
One day much later Jesus was talking with
His disciples. Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do
people think I am?”
The disciples told Jesus what they heard other
people say about Him. They said, “Some people
think You are John the Baptist. Other people think
You are Elijah. Some others say You are Jeremiah, or
another of the famous people from long ago who
obeyed God.”
But Jesus wanted to know who they thought He
was. Jesus said, “But what about you? Who do you
say I am?”
Peter knew what to say. He knew who Jesus was!
Peter answered Jesus’ question to show what he
knew about Jesus. Peter said, “You are Jesus, God’s
Son!”
Jesus was pleased with what Peter knew. Jesus
said to Peter, “Good for you, Peter. My Father in
heaven has helped you know that I am His Son. You
will help others so they can know that I am God’s
Son.”
We can know that Jesus is God’s Son.

LESSON 1

Bible Story Review Questions
22 What did John the Baptist say when he saw
Jesus? He said, “Look! The Lamb of God!” You
might explain that “Lamb of God” was John
the Baptist’s way of saying that he knew Jesus is
God’s Son.
22 What did John the Baptist know about Jesus?
John the Baptist knew that Jesus is God’s Son.
22 Who did Andrew bring to meet Jesus? Andrew
brought his brother, Peter, to meet Jesus.
22 What did Peter say when Jesus asked, “Who
am I?” Peter said, “You are Jesus, God’s Son.”
22 How did Peter learn that Jesus is God’s
Son? God helped Peter. Peter followed and
listened to Jesus.
22 How do you think we can know Jesus is
God’s Son? Let the children have time to think
before you have them talk. They might suggest
reading the Bible, listening in Sunday school,
talking with people who know Jesus, praying,
listening to Bible stories, and so on. Reinforce
how God can use many different ways to help
us know that Jesus is His Son.

we can pray, sing, worship, and so on. Your
children will have ideas too.
22 What can we know about Jesus? We can
know that Jesus is God’s Son.

Bible Story Review Activity
Before class, make four signs: “Jesus,” “Peter,”
“Andrew,” and “John the Baptist.” Try to use a
different color paper for each sign. The colors will
help the children who can’t read the names on the
signs.
In class, put your signs around the room. Point to
each sign and read the name aloud. Tell the children
to listen to each of the sentences you will say. Have
the children go to the sign showing the person in the
story who said the sentence.
NN Who said, “Look! The Lamb of God!”?
Children should go to the sign for John the Baptist.
NN Who said, “Peter, I have found God’s Son!”?
Children should get under the sign for Andrew.
NN Who said, “Who do people think I am?” Jesus
NN Who said, “Who do you say I am?” The
children should stay at the sign for Jesus.
NN Who said, “You are Jesus, God’s Son!” Peter

22 How do you think we can help others know
that Jesus is God’s Son? We can tell others,

Memory Verse Practice
The memory verse tells us that Jesus is God’s Son. Introduce
the verse to the children. Have the children echo the verse back
to you. We know that Jesus is God’s Son because the Bible tells
us He is.
Give each child page 16 from Bible Beginnings. Read the
directions and explain how children will decode the Bible verse.
You may do the first letter together. Answers
for page 16 are given on the sample page
shown here.
After children have decoded the verse,
say it again together.

Memory Verse:
Jesus is
the Son of God.
1 John 5:5
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LESSON 1 FOCUS:
We can know that
Jesus is God’s Son.

MM The children will
participate in activities
that help them use
what they learned from
the Bible story.

3 Bible Activity Choices
The following options let you provide your students with activities that appeal to
their different interests and ways of learning. The story puppets and picture review
help the children revisit the Bible story. The relay helps the children relate the
lesson focus and extend its message to their lives. Try to offer as many of these
choices as you can.

Picture Review and
Verse Puzzles
□□ Bible Beginnings, pp 15,17
□□ Pencils

Storytelling is a good way for
children to review the Bible
story.
Let the children show more of
what they know about Jesus. Ask
the children
to color the
frame of each
picture they
know on Bible
Beginnings,
page 15.
Then have
them talk
about the
pictures.
Let children continue to
explore today’s lesson by
completing the maze in Bible
Beginnings,
page 17.
Children will
find good
ways to show
others that
Jesus is God’s
Son.
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Jesus Is God’s Son
Relay
Help the children practice telling
others that Jesus is God’s Son
and what that means for us
by forming two teams. Talk
about phrases children could
use. Some ideas to begin are:
He loves us; He knows us; He
cares for us, etc. One person
from each team stands across
the room or game area. At your
signal to start, each relay team
member runs to their team
person who is standing across
the room and whispers, “Jesus
is God’s Son” along with a
phrase on what that means to
us. That person then runs back
and taps the next person in line
until the entire team has run
and told the Lesson Focus and
a phrase. Repeat with different
team members standing across
the room. Have each relay team
member hop or skip or walk
backward to complete the relay
course.

Storytelling
Puppets and Stage
□□ Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 1
□□ Crayons or markers
□□ Craft sticks
□□ Tape

Storytelling is a good way for
children to review the Bible
story.
Show the craft page to the
children. Have them color the
page, then have children punch
out the puppets and fold the
stage so it will stand. Let the
children tape craft sticks on
the back of each puppet. Have
children pair up with partners
and retell the Bible story to each
other with their puppets.

We can know that
Jesus is God’s Son.

MM The children will apply the Bible
lesson about Peter knowing that
Jesus is God’s Son by planning
ways they can help others know
that Jesus is God’s Son.

MATERIALS:
□□ Drawing paper
□□ Pencils and crayons

4 Bible Response

LESSON 1

LESSON 1 FOCUS:

If you need to gain their attention, quietly say, Who can copy my
clapping pattern? Clap a simple pattern. Let the children clap to repeat
your pattern. When everyone is listening, begin your discussion of how to
apply today’s lesson.
Jesus was pleased Peter knew He was God’s Son. He told Peter
that Peter would help others know Jesus was God’s Son too. We can
know that Jesus is God’s Son.

22 How can we know that Jesus is God’s Son? Wait for the children
to think and respond. You will probably hear about teachers, parents,
family members, God, listening in Sunday school, reading the Bible,
listening to Bible stories, talking with others about Jesus, and so on.
22 How can we help others know that Jesus is God’s Son? The
children might suggest telling others about Jesus, sharing their Sunday
school materials, sending a card or talking with someone, singing
someone a song about Jesus, etc. Allow the children to be creative.
Draw a picture or write about how you will help someone know Jesus is
God’s Son. Hand out drawing paper, pencils, and crayons. Encourage the
children to draw or write about their choice.

22 What was your choice and who will you help know that Jesus
is God’s Son? Give children an opportunity to share. Encourage
them to have a specific person such as a friend, parent, sister,
brother, or a neighbor in mind to help know that Jesus is God’s
Son. Being specific will encourage them to actually do what they
planned.

Seeing God throughout the Week
TAKE-HOMES

□□ Storytime for Lesson 1
and Family Section
□□ Picture Review and
Memory Verse Puzzles
□□ Story Puppets and
Stage
□□ Back cover of
Bible Beginnings

Remember to look for opportunities to share with others about Jesus,
God’s Son, this week. Like Peter in today’s story, we can tell others we
know who Jesus is.

Prayer Time
God helped Peter know Jesus is God’s Son. We can pray
for the people we want to help know that Jesus is God’s
Son. God will help us and them. Tell students you will start
the prayer and they can finish by telling God who they want to
help know Jesus is God’s Son. Here is a suggested beginning
phrase to say: Dear God, I know Jesus is Your Son, so I will
help __________ to know that Jesus is God’s Son too! In
Jesus’ name. Amen. To fill in the prayer, go around the circle
and let each child name who they want to help to know that
Jesus is God’s Son. Then complete the prayer. Or, you might
say the prayer for yourself, naming someone you want to help,
as a model for the children. Then allow the children to pray
their own simple prayers.
Early Elementary – Lesson 1
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LESSON 2

LESSON 2

Jesus Prays for Us
Bible Basis: John 17:6-25; Hebrews 7:24-25
Lesson Focus: Jesus prays for us because He loves us.
Memory Verse: Jesus is the Son of God. 1 John 5:5

1

Bible Readiness:
By talking about people they know who pray for us, the
children will get ready to learn that Jesus prays for us
because He loves us.
□□ Discussion: Bible Beginnings pp. 19-20
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story:
The children will learn that Jesus prays for us because
He loves us. Teach John 17:6-25; Hebrews 7:24-25: Jesus
Prays.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 6 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids), flannel board
□□ Bible Story Review: No materials needed
□□ Memory Verse Practice: Whiteboard and markers

3

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will participate in activities that help them
review the Bible lesson and think about what Jesus
prayed for them.
□□ Tag Game: Optional: masking tape
□□ 3-D Picture: Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It for Lesson
2, figure of Jesus praying (from center section of Early
Elementary Make-It/Take-It), tape, yarn, crayons
□□ “Jesus Prays” Book: Bible Beginnings pp. 21-22, scissors,
pencils

4

Bible Response:
To apply the Bible lesson about Jesus praying for us, the
children will make plans to thank Jesus for praying for
them during the coming week.
□□ Whiteboard and markers, Storytime for Lesson 2
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).
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Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Understanding
the Bible
There were three orders in the
hierarchy of Jewish priests: the
high priest, priests, and Levites.
The high priest supervised the
entire temple operation. Priests
supervised sacrifices, taught the
law, and served as judges of
the law. Levites tended to other
duties at the temple.
God made an oath in
appointing Jesus to His
priesthood that His service
would never end (Ps. 110:4;
Heb. 7:21). Christ’s priesthood
never ends because He “lives
forever” (Heb 7:24) and “lives to
intercede” (Heb. 7:25).
As a priest, Jesus prayed His
longest recorded prayer for His
disciples (John 17:1-26). The first
part of His prayer is specifically
for the 11 faithful (John 17:6-19).
He expressed His concern for
them and His confidence in them
(John 17:9 and 10b). He prayed
that they would be full of His joy
(vs. 13). Jesus knew they would
need His joy as they would
bear the brunt of the world’s
displeasure with Him.
The scope of Jesus’ prayer
broadens as He prays for those
who will believe (John 17:2026). This includes all people who
believe in Jesus as their Lord and
Savior from the time of Jesus’
prayer and on into our present
and the future.

Teacher Devotional

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .

LESSON 2

Prayer is vital to our survival. It is like
one of the timbers that holds our house
together. Without prayer we would soon
find our “houses” weakened and wobbly.
The strength to face the world’s hostility
to our holy God would not be there.
Scripture encourages us to be
“faithful in prayer” (Rom. 12:12) and to
“pray continually” (1 Thess. 5:17). We
need to pray for ourselves, and we need
the prayers of others.
Jesus made prayer a significant
part of His life and ministry on earth.
He made time to pray to His Father in
heaven. Read John 17:1-26 for one of
these recorded prayers.
Hebrews 7:24-25 tells us that Jesus
continues to pray for us. Because Jesus
lives forever, He will always continue to
intervene with God the Father on behalf
of all believers.
What an amazing gift of love Jesus
gives to us by praying for us. Praying is
one more way He shows His great and
everlasting love for us.
Jesus’ love will see us through
any struggle we face. No matter how
difficult times might be, Jesus’ love
is still there. He is not removed or
disconnected from our lives.
Help your children find joy and
comfort in the amazing message of this
Bible lesson. Jesus, God’s Son, prays for
us because He loves us.

Children this age know that other people do things for
them that they can’t do for themselves. This can help
them begin to understand that Jesus can forgive them
because He died on the cross and came back to life.
They understand that we learn about Jesus by learning
what He did when He lived on earth.
The fact that Jesus prayed for them may be a bit
more difficult for them to grasp. You can help your
children begin to understand that Jesus could pray for
all the people who believe in Him because:
— Jesus is God. He knows everything and everyone.
He knew all about us since the very beginning. He
knows everything about everyone.
— Jesus was born as a baby, grew as a child, and
became an adult. Because He lived as a real person, He
understands what we experience in our lives. This is
why Jesus personally understood what to pray for us.
— Jesus lives in heaven now, but He still knows
everything and sees everything. He never forgets about
any of us.

Early Bird Options
Offer one or more of these activities for your
students who come early.
Play Dough – Let the children begin thinking about
praying by making praying hands from play dough.
They might do this in many different ways. Suggest
the children look at their hands for ideas. They
might roll tubes of play dough and arrange them like
fingers, or trace their hands on a flat lump of play
dough and cut them out.
Jesus Loves Me Pictures – Help the children think
of ways to picture how they know Jesus loves them.
Your children might have many different ideas. Some

possible drawings could be: heart shapes, a cross,
Jesus sitting with children, a Bible or Bible storybook,
family, homes, food, and so on. Some children might
want to write titles for their pictures.
Handwriting – This lesson is about one of the ways
Jesus shows us His great love. Help the children
begin thinking about the love of Jesus by writing
“Jesus loves me” on the board. Some older children
might want to decorate their letters or make signs on
paper.
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LESSON 2 FOCUS:

LESSON 2

Jesus prays for us
because He loves us.

1 Bible Readiness
Discussion
Today’s lesson teaches that Jesus prays for us because He loves us. This
opening activity will get the children talking about their understanding of
who prays for them. This will prepare the children to learn that Jesus also
prays for them.

MM By talking about people they
know who pray for us, the children
will get ready to learn that Jesus
prays for us because He loves us.

MATERIALS:
□□ Bible Beginnings, pp. 19-20

22 What does the word “pray” mean? Allow some silent time if
needed for the children to think. Listen to the children’s responses.
They might explain prayer as “talking to God,” or they could recite
memorized prayers.
When we pray, we talk to God. We can talk to God about anything.
Sometimes people pray for other people. Sometimes people pray for
you and me. Hand out pages 19 and 20 from Bible Beginnings. Ask the
children to look at page 19, the side with four pictures.

22 This page shows four pictures of people praying. Who do
you think these people might be? Let the children have time to
look and think. When they begin to talk, have the children tell
the picture number they are talking about so everyone can follow
along. There aren’t any wrong answers. As the conversation slows,
direct the children’s attention to any pictures that have not been
talked about much.
22 Turn to the other side of the page with three pictures. Who
could these people be? Again let the children look and talk. They
might name your church leaders, other teachers, you, classmates,
and so on. Have them refer to the pictures by letter so everyone
knows which picture is being talked about.
There are many people who could pray. Let’s talk about what you
know about those who pray for you.

Sharing Time
22 Who do you know that prays?
22 Who prays for you? Give time for the children to talk. Accept
their answers whether they name individuals or groups. This might
be a time for you to talk about someone who has prayed for you.
22 What would you like someone to pray about for you? They
might tell you about sickness, concerns at home or school, etc.
22 Why do you think people pray for you? Accept all answers.
If students aren’t sure, tell them that’s okay. This lesson will help
them learn why people might pray for them.
There are people who pray for you. The Bible teaches that Jesus
prays for you too. Let’s listen to our Bible story to learn why Jesus
prays for us.
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2 Bible Story
MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 6
□□ Flannel board

Jesus prays for us
because He loves us.

Before class, study the Bible passages for this lesson. Then read the
Bible story given below. Separate the teaching aid figures and attach
velcro, found in your teaching aid packet, to the back of the figures.
Arrange the figures in the order you will use them in the Bible story.
Know the story well enough to be able to present it easily. This will
help you focus your attention on the children.
In class, gather the children around you so you can see them and
they can see you and the flannel board.
When they are listening, explain that today’s Bible story comes
from John and Hebrews. Show the children where Hebrews is found in
your Bible. Tell them that Hebrews teaches us about Jesus. Then turn
back to John 17:6-25. Keep your Bible open as you tell the Bible story.

LESSON 2

MM The children will learn that Jesus
prays for us because He loves us.

LESSON 2 FOCUS:

Jesus Prays: John 17:6-25; Hebrews 7:24-25
When Jesus lived
on earth, He
showed His love
for people in many
different ways.
(Place the picture
of Jesus teaching
people, Figure 1
from Teaching Aid 6, on your flannel board.) Jesus
showed His love for people by teaching them
about God and the good things that God does for
us because He loves us. This picture shows Jesus
teaching some people.
(Add the picture of Jesus and the boy, Figure
2, to your flannel board.) Jesus showed His love
for people by helping them. Jesus healed some
people, like this boy who was sick. Jesus helped
blind people see, and He healed people who
couldn’t walk. Jesus even brought some people
back to life. He did all these things to show us His
love.
(Remove Figures 1 and 2. Put the picture of
Jesus praying, Figure 3, in the center of the flannel
board.) Jesus also showed His love for His disciples
by praying for them.
Jesus prayed that God would keep His disciples
safe. Jesus knew there were some people who
didn’t like Him. (Place the three angry men, Figure
4, below Jesus praying, Figure 3.) These men were
some of the leaders of the temple in Jerusalem.
They didn’t like Jesus teaching the truth about God

and God’s Word. Jesus knew that these men would
be the ones who would have Him put on a cross to
die. Jesus also knew that these men would make
trouble for His disciples when they began telling
others the truth that Jesus is God’s Son. So Jesus
prayed that His Father in heaven would keep His
disciples safe from those who didn’t like the truth.
Jesus also knew there would be times when His
disciples would be sad or worried. Jesus asked God
to give them joy. Jesus showed His disciples that He
loved them by praying for them.
Next, Jesus prayed for everyone who loves
Him and knows that He is their Savior. (Add the
picture of Bible-time people, Figure 5, to the flannel
board.) Some Bible-time people believed in Jesus
as their Savior. Jesus’ prayer was for them and
also for people today who know that Jesus is their
Savior. (Add the picture of a contemporary family,
Figure 6.) Jesus prayed not only that the believers
would be kept safe, but that they would keep
learning more about Him. He also prayed that the
believers would get along with each other. This was
important so that others around them would see
how they acted and learn more of God’s love. Jesus
shows believers His love by praying for them.
After Jesus died on the cross and was raised
again, He went up to heaven. He lives in heaven
now where He continually prays for us. The Bible
tells us that Jesus prays for us because He loves us.
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LESSON 2

Bible Story Review Questions
22 How did Jesus show love for people? Jesus
showed love by teaching people about God. He
made sick people well and blind people see.
Jesus prayed for them.
22 What did Jesus pray for His disciples? Jesus
prayed that His disciples would be safe and
learn to know more of the truth and then go
tell others about Jesus.
22 What did Jesus pray for all people who love
Him? Jesus prayed that they would be safe,
have joy, learn about Him, and love each other.
22 What did we learn Jesus is doing now?
Jesus lives in heaven where He prays for us.
22 Why does Jesus pray for us? Jesus prays for
us because He loves us.

Bible Story Review Activity
Help the children show what they learned from the
Bible story. Use this activity to review the important
parts of the Bible story.
Teach the children to show you a “thumbs-up”
sign if the sentence you read is true. If your sentence
is false, have the children show a “thumbs-down”

Memory Verse Practice

sign. Ask them to tell you why false sentences are not
true and how they could be changed to be true.
Here are several true/false sentences and the
responses. You might add some sentences of your
own.
Jesus showed love for people by teaching
them. (True, thumbs up)
Jesus healed people because He loved them.
(True, thumbs up)
Jesus loves us. That’s why He prays for us. (True,
thumbs up)
Jesus prayed for all the people who believe
in Him, except His disciples. (False, thumbs down.
Jesus prayed for His disciples, too.)
When Jesus prayed for His disciples, He asked
that they would be safe. (True, thumbs up)
Jesus prayed for all who ever believe in Him.
(True, thumbs up)
Jesus prayed that we would be safe, have joy,
and love each other, but not keep on learning
about Him. (False, thumbs down. Jesus prayed that
we would keep on learning about Him too!)
Jesus loves me. I know He prays for me! (True,
thumbs up)
I’m glad Jesus prays for me! (True, thumbs up)

Memory Verse:

Jesus is the Son of God. He will always pray for us.
Print the memory verse and reference on the board. Have the
Jesus is
children sit in a half circle facing the board. Read the verse aloud
as you point to each word. Then have the children read the verse
the Son of God.
aloud with you as you point to each word.
1 John 5:5
Have the first student say the first word of the verse. Ask the
second child to say the second word, and so on. If you have more
children than words in the verse, repeat the verse. If the last child
in line doesn’t finish the verse then have the first person continue
with the next word, and so on, until the verse is completed.
Practice saying the verse in this way a few times. Try to increase
the speed. Start the verse again from the other end of the line of
students and go through the line in the opposite direction.
To add more activity, have each child stand up to say his or her word, then sit
down. Or, have the children stand up, say their word, turn around, and sit down.
Wrap up your memory verse practice by having everyone say the verse together.
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MM The children will participate in
activities that help them review the
Bible lesson and think about what
Jesus prayed for them.

“Jesus Prays” Book

Jesus prays for us
because He loves us.

Provide as many of these suggestions as you are able.
Explain all of the activities you offer. Answer any questions
before the children begin their activity choices.

3-D Picture

Tag Game

□□ Bible Beginnings pages
21–22

□□ Make-It/Take-It page for
Lesson 2

□□ Optional: masking tape

□□ Scissors

□□ Figure of Jesus praying
from center section of
Make-It/Take-It

Let the children play this tag
game to help them think about
what Jesus prays for them.
Select a student to be “It.” The
one playing “It” says out loud,
“Jesus prays for us,” when he
or she tags players. Tagged
players must quickly say out
loud something they learned
Jesus prays for us: “to be safe,”
“to have joy,” “to learn about
Jesus,” or “to love each other.”
Players who do not call out
something that Jesus prays for
us, must step out of the game
for the round.
If you need to contain the
game play to a certain area, put
masking tape boundaries on
the floor. Adapt the game rules
as necessary for your class. For
example, you might select two
children to be “It.” You might
make a rule that the children
can’t repeat what the person just
before said that Jesus prays. You
might limit each round to a few
minutes.

□□ Pencils

The children can use what they
learned from the Bible story
about how Jesus prays for us as
they complete this book.
Show the children the solid
line for cutting the page in half.
Explain how to fold each half
and nest one half inside the
other so the pages are in order.
Children write their names on
the line on the cover. They finish
parts that are not colored, and
complete the dotted-line letters.
Encourage them to read their
books to each other. They may
talk about who they can share
their books with this week.

LESSON 2

3 Bible Activity Choices

LESSON 2 FOCUS:

□□ Tape
□□ Yarn
□□ Crayons

Let the children make a picture
to help them remember that
Jesus prayed for them.
Tell the children to color their
pictures first. Explain how to
open the perforations and fold
the page to make the sides of
the picture stand out. Show the
two places the children can tape
the ends of a piece of yarn to be
a hanger string.
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LESSON 2 FOCUS:

LESSON 2

Jesus prays for us
because He loves us.

MM To apply the Bible lesson about
Jesus praying for us, the children
will make plans to thank Jesus
for praying for them during the
coming week.

MATERIALS:
□□ Whiteboard and marker

4 Bible Response
Print “Jesus prays for” and “because He loves us.” on the board as
a banner the children can write on. Leave space between “for” and
“because” for the children to write their names later.
Today we learned that Jesus prayed for us because He loves us. He
prayed for each one of us to be safe, to have joy, to learn about Him,
and to love each other. Jesus is still praying for us because He loves
us.

22 Who does Jesus pray for? Students should say Jesus prays for us,
for me!
Read the words on your banner as you point to each one. Jesus, God’s
Son, is in heaven praying for each one of us! That is how much Jesus
loves you and me. If you know Jesus prays for you, come write your
name on our banner. Invite the children to get markers to write their
names in the blank space on your banner. You can also write your name to
show you know Jesus prays for you. After the children have written their
names, read your banner again, including everyone’s name.

22 How will you thank Jesus during the coming week for praying
for us? Let the children tell their plans. They might suggest
praying, singing a song, making a cheer, and so on. Encourage
them to use their plans this week.

Seeing God throughout the Week
Remember to thank Jesus for praying for each of us, and for His love.
Maybe someone you know needs to know that Jesus prays for them, too,
so tell them He does. Also, look for other ways Jesus shows us He loves
us.

TAKE-HOMES
□□ Storytime for Lesson 2
□□ “Jesus Prays” Book
□□ 3-D Picture
□□ “Do These People
Pray for You?” pages

Prayer Time
We know Jesus prays for us because He loves us. Let’s take
time now to thank Jesus for His love.
Lead the children in a closing time of prayer. You might have a
time for the children to pray aloud. Encourage them to thank
Jesus for praying for them and for His love.
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LESSON 3

God Made Plants
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:11-12; 2:9a
Lesson Focus: Only God can make plants.

1

Bible Readiness:
By playing a game and talking about their experience
with plants, the children will be getting ready to learn
that only God can make plants.

JJGame: White or colored paper, scissors, tape; optional:
blindfolds
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story:
The children will learn that only God can make plants.
Teach Genesis 1:11-12; 2:9a: Only God Can Make Plants.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 7 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids)

JJBible Story Review: Three paper signs: “Tree,” “Flower,” and
“Grass,” tape
□□ Memory Verse Practice: Bible Beginnings p. 26

3

Bible Activity Choices:
Children will practice what they know about how only
God can make plants.

JJGrowing Plants: Bible Beginnings pp. 23-24, pencils,
crayons;optional: dry beans, sand, glue
□□ Book of Plants: Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It page for
Lesson 3, add-on figures for Lesson 3 from the center of
Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It, tape, glue, crayons
□□ Fruit Basket Upset Game: No materials needed

4

Bible Response:
The children will apply the Bible lesson this week by
observing the growth of a plant only God can make.

JJBible Beginnings p. 25, PraisePac CD (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids), CD player, Storytime
for Lesson 3; optional: paper cups, potting soil, seeds,
moist paper towels,
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).
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LESSON 3

Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Understanding
the Bible
Two distinct creative acts of God
were completed on the third day
as recorded in Genesis 1:9-13
and 2:8-9. By His spoken words,
God prepared the dry land and
the seas. Perhaps He elevated
the land portions of the earth
above the water level, thus
separating land and water. The
land area was then prepared for
vegetation and furnished with
plants.
God created every kind of
plant. Each plant was endowed
with an innate fertility, making it
possible for each to reproduce
after its kind. Science has
identified hundreds of thousands
of species of plants. The Bible
specifically names a large
number of these kinds of plants.
According to God’s wisdom
and divine plan for His world,
plants fit the created order. God
was providing food and shelter
for the animals and people that
He would create. The plants
were declared “good” because
they would benefit the people
God would create.
Genesis 1 and 2 are
complementary records of God’s
creative work that are meant
to be read as one narrative
account. Read both chapters,
learn from them, and teach both
chapters as congruent records
that teach the truth of Creation.
Early Elementary – Lesson 3
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Teacher Devotional
LESSON 3

Our wonderful world shows us the
creative power and majesty of the
spoken words of our great God. He is
the only one who can make plants grow
from the earth He created. We might
cultivate the soil, sow the seed, and
water the soil, but only God makes the
plants to grow.
Imagine the change God brought
about when He filled the barren land
with all kinds of plants. God made
plants for all of the different kinds of
soils, land forms, and climates that He
put on the earth. Our great and mighty
God is resourceful. He clothed all parts
of His world with beauty and majesty!
God brought into existence a huge
variety of designs and colors when He
created plants. Our God has imagination!
No two kinds of plants are the same.
Genesis 2:9 tells us that God saw
that what He made was good. It is good
for food, pleasure, and to reveal His
power and majesty to all creation.
What is your favorite plant? How
does it show God’s imagination?
What does God’s creative goodness
tell you about His love for you?
Pray that you will teach the children
God has given you to see the power
and majesty of our great God who made
plants for our good and pleasure.

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Children at this age accept the creative power of God.
They recognize the work of God in the wonderful
world He gives us. They are fascinated by how plants
grow and change. Remind the children that although
we plant the seeds and water the soil, it is only God
who can make the plants grow. Celebrate with them
the fact that God makes little seeds sprout and grow
into beautiful flowers, tall trees, delicious fruits and
vegetables, and so on.
Your children will probably not know the full
value of plants in our world. They may not be able
to imagine the land without plants. They won’t know
many of the things we get from plants. Helping them
understand how important plants are will give them an
appreciation of this wonderful gift from God.
Encourage the children to take care of plants as a
way of honoring God and showing God how thankful
they are for His creation of plants.

Early Bird Options
Be prepared for the children who arrive early.
Provide one or more of these lesson-related
suggestions to help get them thinking about plants.
Writing – Help the children become familiar with
one important word in this lesson. Before class,
print “P,” “p,” and “plants,” on the board. Provide
markers and encourage your students to practice
their writing. Let them make drawings of plants.
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j Cut-n-Sort – Help the children start thinking
about different types of plants. Provide magazine
pictures of plants, fruits, and vegetables. Have them
cut out pictures of plants. Then ask them to sort the
pictures by categories they name. Here are some
possible groups: tall plants—short plants; plants we
know about—plants we don’t know about; plants
we eat—plants animals eat—plants that no one eats;
and so on.

LESSON 3 FOCUS:
Only God can make
plants.

1 Bible Readiness
Game

MATERIALS:
□□ White or colored paper
□□ Scissors
□□ Tape
JJOptional: blindfolds*
*For health reasons, each child
should have his or her own blindfold.

LESSON 3

MM By playing a game and talking
about their experience with
plants, the children will be getting
ready to learn that only God can
make plants.

This Bible lesson teaches the children that only God can make plants.
Help your children get involved in your lesson with this fun activity.
Before class, cut several large paper ovals to be flower petals. Cut a
large circle for the flower center, a stem, and several green leaves. Tape
the flower center, stem, and leaves on the wall at child height.
Blindfold a volunteer and hand him or her a petal with tape on it.* (If
you choose not to use the blindfold, have the children keep their eyes
closed for the activity.) Guide the blindfolded child toward the flower
center. Have the child try to place the petal to complete part of the flower.
You might ask another child to guide children to the flower center. Make
the game more challenging by having the children placing the petal hold
their other hand behind their back so they can’t feel where the center and
other petals are located. Continue with more volunteers until everyone has
a turn. Regardless of what your flower looks like, leave it on the wall.

22 Does this look like a real flower? No, it isn’t a real flower. Real
flowers are not made of paper.
22 Can we make this a real flower? No, we can’t make real flowers.
Some child may say that they can make a real flower by growing it
in a pot. Accept what the children say but point out that watching
a flower growing is not the same as making a flower.
22 Who can make a real flower? Let the children give their ideas.
Accept what they say to learn what they think.
A flower is one kind of plant we know about. Let’s talk about other
plants.

Sharing Time
22 Name some different kinds of plants. Children will quickly
respond. They will likely name a variety of flowers, trees, bushes,
cacti, fruits, vegetables, and grains. Accept the names they give.
22 What can you tell me about plants? Let the children think and
talk. They might tell you plants are green, they need water and sun
to grow, some are big and some are small, and so on.
22 Where do plants come from? The children might explain how
plants come from the dirt or ground. They might talk about seeds,
plant nurseries, flower shops, the store, and so on.
22 Who can make plants? Let the children tell you who they think
can make plants. Responses might be: God, Jesus, my mom, a
farmer, me, no one, and so on. Accept all answers.
Our Bible story for today comes from the Book of Genesis. Genesis
teaches us about plants. Let’s listen to learn Who can make plants.
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LESSON 3 FOCUS:
Only God can make
plants.

MM The children will learn that only
God can make plants.
LESSON 3

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 7
Bible Review:

JJThree paper signs: “Tree,”

“Flower,” and “Grass,” tape

Memory Verse Practice:
□□ One copy of Bible
Beginnings, page 26

2 Bible Story
Before class, study the passages in Genesis and the Bible story given
below. Learn the story well. Let the children get involved by telling
what they know about plants. The story teaches in detail the truth
of God creating every kind of plant. Repeating that simple truth is
important because young children learn from repetition.
In class, open your Bible to Genesis 1. Show the children where the
story of God making the world is written. Keep your Bible open as you
tell the story.
Be sure the children can see you and the teaching aid. As time
allows, let the children come up to point to plants they find in the
poster picture. Have them tell what they know about specific plants
shown in the picture.

Only God Can Make Plants: Genesis 1:11-12; 2:9a
God made the
world. He created
oceans, lakes, and
rivers. God made
the mountains and
hills. God made
the flat lands and
the beaches. God
made our wonderful world. Everything God made
was good!
God made all kinds of plants to grow on the
earth. He made them to be good for food and pretty
to look at. God is the only one who can make plants.
God made grass. (Point to the grass in different
areas of Teaching Aid 7.) Most kinds of grass have thin
leaves called blades. God made some kinds of grass
to grow on hills and mountains. God made other
grasses to grow at the edges of lakes and ponds. Only
God can make all the different kinds of grass.
God made the trees. (Point to the appropriate
trees as you teach.) He made trees of all different
kinds. God made trees to have different colors.
What colors of trees do you see in this picture? (Let
the children point out and describe trees they see.)
God made tall, narrow trees. He made big, round
trees. Some trees have long, hanging branches.
God made trees shaped like triangles and ovals.
Only God can make all the different colors and
shapes of trees.
God made trees grow food for animals and
people. God made trees to be pretty to look at.

46

Early Elementary – Lesson 3

Trees give animals places to live and they give us
shade and other things we use. Only God can make
trees. What are some things you know about trees?
(Listen to the responses. Invite them to come point
to trees they know.)
God made flowers to grow. He made all of the
flowers we see. (Ask children to name flowers as
you point to them. Find tulips, daisies, and other
flowers in the teaching aid picture.) The flowers
God made grow in different sizes, shapes, and
colors, too. God made the flowers to smell nice.
Some kinds of flowers God made to grow in a lot
of water. Others grow where they get only a little
water. He made plants that grow in the rocky soil in
the mountains and in the dry, sandy deserts. Only
God can make flowers.
God made plants that give us food. We call
them fruits, vegetables, and grains. Many kinds of
fruit grow on trees. (Invite the children to name
the fruit of trees as you point to fruit trees in the
picture.) Other kinds of plants grow their fruit on
bushes and vines. God made vegetables such as
carrots and potatoes that grow in the ground.
Other vegetables such as beans and lettuce grow
above the ground. Only God can make plants that
grow fruits and vegetables for us to eat.
God looked at the plants He had made. They
were beautiful and good. God saw that everything
He had made was good.
Only God can make plants.

Bible Story Review Questions
22 What kinds of plants did God make? Let
the children name types of plants like trees,
flowers, fruit and vegetable plants, etc.

22 What kind of plant did God make to grow
big and tall? The children should go stand
near the “Tree” sign.

22 Why did God make different kinds of
plants? God made plants for food and to be
pretty to look at.

22 What kind of plant did God make to grow
thin leaves called blades? They should stand
near the “Grass” sign.

22 When God looked at the plants He had

22 What kind of plant did God make to grow
food for animals and people? Children
should go to the “Tree” sign, but some might
think of flowers and grass that also provide
food for people and animals. Acknowledge
that God made all kinds of plants to be food.

made, what did He think about all He saw?

God saw that the plants He had made were
beautiful and good.
22 Who can make plants? Only God can make
plants.

Bible Story Review Activity
Before class, make three paper
signs with the following words and
a picture: “Tree,” “Flower,” and
“Grass.” Tape the signs in three
separate locations in your room.
In class, read each of your signs
aloud as you point to each one,
and point out the pictures. Tell the
children to listen to each sentence
statement you will read. Have them go to a sign
that answers each question. More than one sign
may be correct for some statements. Read each of

Tree

LESSON 3

22 Who made the world? God made the world.

the following sentence statements aloud. Let the
children have time to respond to each one.

22 What kind of plant did God make for birds
to live in? Trees is the correct answer, but
grass could also be a good answer.
22 What kinds of plants are beautiful and
good? All of the signs are correct answers.

kind of plants did God make to smell
Flower 22 What
nice? Flowers, but the children could correctly
think that grass and trees smell nice too.
What kind of plants did God make? All
Grass 22 three
signs are correct. Reinforce how only

God can make plants.

Memory Verse Practice
Our memory verse teaches us that everything God made is
good. Learn to read and say the verse with me. Show Bible
Beginnings, page 26. Point to each word as you read the verse
aloud. Repeat. Encourage the children to read the verse aloud
with you. Repeat. Slowly say the verse aloud as you show the hand
actions. Repeat the verse and encourage the
children to join you.
Everything (Hold arms out.)
God (Point up.)
created
is good. (“Okay” sign with hand.)
1 Timothy 4:4

Memory Verse:
Everything God
created is good.
1 Timothy 4:4
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LESSON 3 FOCUS:

LESSON 3

Only God can make
plants.
MM Children will practice
what they know about
how only God can
make plants.

3 Bible Activity Choices
Offer as many of these options as possible. Teach the whole class your options.
Then dismiss the children to begin their choices of your options. The Fruit Basket
Upset Game will give a fun and lively activity celebrating the fruit plants God
made. The other two choices will give opportunities for the children to talk about
plants that God made. Visit the children at these activities to listen to them talk.
Help them share their knowledge.

Fruit Basket Upset
Game
This game helps the children
remember that only God can
make plants. Have the children
sit in a circle on the floor. Ask
one volunteer to be the “Fruit
Caller” in the center. Give half
of the children in the circle
common fruit names. Repeat
the names for the second half of
the children. Now two players
are both named with each fruit
so there are two apples, two
oranges, and so on.
To play, the volunteer “Fruit
Caller” calls out “Only God
can make . . .” and finishes
the sentence with a name of a
common fruit. The two children
with the fruit named must get
up and quickly move to switch
places. The Fruit Caller rushes
to sit in either of the places
emptied by the two players
switching places.
If the Fruit Caller gets a
place, he becomes the fruit of
the person who didn’t get to
a place in the circle. Whoever
doesn’t find a seat becomes the
Fruit Caller and calls the next
fruit. Repeat the game.
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Growing Plants
□□ Bible Beginnings, pages 23
and 24
□□ Pencils
□□ Crayons

JJOptional: dry beans, sand,
glue

Book of Plants
□□ Make-It/Take-It page for
Lesson 3, add-on figures
for Lesson 3 from the
center of Make-It/Take-It
□□ Tape
□□ Glue
□□ Crayons

Only God can make plants to
grow. Let the children use their
knowledge to explore how God
makes plants grow. On page 23,
have them search for things that
help plants grow. Page 24 shows
the growth of a bean plant. The
children can number the pictures
in the correct order and color
the unfinished leaves. You might
let the children glue a bean on
the picture and sand over the
dirt on the first
stage.
Encourage the
children to talk
with each other
about the things
they find on page
23 and the 1, 2,
3, 4 order of the
pictures on
page 24.

Let the children make folding
books of plants to remind them
that only God can make plants.
Have children color the page,
then show them how to divide
the page and tape the sections
together. Show where the
add-on figures go. Teach them
how to accordion fold the long
strip to make a folding book.
Encourage them to tell facts
about the plants on each page
as they flip through their books.

LESSON 3 FOCUS:
Only God can make
plants.

MATERIALS:
□□ Bible Beginnings, page 25

If you are using soil, you may want to fill paper cups three-fourths full
with soil, before class.
In class, gather the children with you when they finish cleanup. Wait
until you have everyone’s attention.

LESSON 3

MM The children will apply the Bible
lesson this week by observing the
growth of a plant only God can
make.

4 Bible Response
22 Who can make plants? Only God can make plants.

JJOptional: paper cups,

potting soil, seeds, moist
paper towels (grass
and bean seeds work
well because they grow
quickly.)
□□ PraisePac CD
□□ CD Player

Only God can make plants. Watching a plant grow can be a good way
to remember that only God can make plants. Give each child a cup of
soil, a seed, and a moist paper towel for cleanup. Have the children plant
their seeds under the soil. Tell the children to water their seeds at home.
If you can’t provide the optional cup of soil and a seed for each
student, ask the children to think about plants to watch around their
homes that may be just coming up.

22 Who can make seeds grow? Only God can make a plant grow.
22 What can you do to help seeds grow? Put the cup in a warm,
sunny spot; water the soil; don’t knock it over; don’t walk on new
young plants; etc.
Hand out Bible Beginnings, page 25. If you used the optional planting
materials, tell the children to wait one week, then draw or write in the
“Week 1” frame to show the growth of their seeds. If you didn’t provide
the optional materials, tell the children to find a new young plant around
home to draw in the space for Week 1. Tell the children to continue
drawing or writing each week after they make their drawings. Remind the
children that no matter how much they do to help their seed sprout, only
God can make the plant grow.
Each week, as you record how your plant in the cup (or a plant
around home) is growing, remember that only God can make plants.

TAKE-HOMES
□□ Storytime for Lesson 3
□□ Picture Search and
Plant Growth Cycle
□□ Folding Booklet
□□ Planted Seed
□□ Plant Growth Chart

Seeing God throughout the Week
Helping to take care of the plants God created for us is fun. Make
time to help take care of the plants at home by watering them and
letting them get some sunshine, and thank God for your favorite
plants.

Prayer Time
We can thank God for making plants. Teach a prayer of
thanks to God for plants. Here is a suggestion: Dear God,
thank You for making plants. In Jesus’ name. Amen. Pray
your prayer together.
Play the PraisePac CD song “God Made It
All.” Let the children listen. Then play it again
and encourage the children to sing along.
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LESSON 4

God Made the Animals
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:20-25
Lesson Focus: God made all kinds of animals.

LESSON 4

Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4

1

Bible Readiness:
To start the children thinking about all the kinds of
animals God made, they will play a game and talk
about their knowledge and experience with animals.
□□ Name That Animal Game: No materials needed
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story:
The children will learn from Genesis 1 that God made
all kinds of animals. Teach Genesis 1:20-25: God Made
All Kinds of Animals.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aids 7 and 8 (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids)

JJBible Story Review: Timer or clock with second hand
□□ Memory Verse Practice: Paper, marker

3

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will use these activities to practice what
they learned from the Bible lesson from Genesis.
□□ Animal Tag: No materials needed
□□ Silly Puzzles: Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 4,
crayons, paper clips
□□ My Zoo Book: Bible Beginnings pp. 27–30, stapler, pencils,
crayons

4

Bible Response:
The children will apply the Bible lesson about God
making all kinds of animals by planning to thank God
for an animal during the coming week.
□□ Drawing paper, crayons, Storytime for Lesson 4
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).

JJ
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Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Understanding
the Bible
On each day of Creation,
God proceeded gradually,
in preparation for the earth’s
habitation by people. The fifth
day of God’s creative activity
began with God bringing forth
the birds and animals that live
in the water. On the last day of
Creation, God brought forth
three classes of land animals:
livestock or domesticated
animals, creatures that move
along the ground, and wild
animals (Gen. 1:24). Each kind
of animal was given the inherent
power of reproduction which
God commanded them to use to
fill the earth (vs. 22).
The biblical term “kind”
(Hebrew min) is not equal to the
modern term “species” used
by science. Two forms of life
are considered to be the same
species if they can interbreed
and produce fertile offspring.
According to this definition, new
species have arisen in nature
and in the laboratory by animals
cross-breeding to form a new
species of animal. However,
while new “species” can arise,
new “kinds” cannot.
Genesis 1:24 suggests that
already existing earth was used
by God in His work of creating
the animals.

Teacher Devotional

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Early-elementary children have a wide variety of
experiences with animals. Many have pets at home
that bring them friendship and comfort. Others may
have fearful memories from experiences with animals:
roaring lions at the zoo, big dogs running loose.
Educational television, activities, field trips, and
units of study at school give the children a wide variety
of information about animals. Use what they share
to connect the information you will teach from God’s
Word about where the animals come from.
— Point out the different kinds of animals they are
able to talk about. They know about horses, bears,
lions, flamingos, insects, and spiders.
— Acknowledge the information the children know
about the differences between the various kinds of
animals. They know that monkeys were made to climb
and swing, and fish were made to swim, and so on.

LESSON 4

With His power and imagination, God
made a panorama of animals. He made
rabbits to take 18 naps each day.
God created ants to lift 50 times their
own weight with their mouths, and
butterflies to taste with their hind feet!
Our wonderful God is truly creative! The
unique character of the different kinds
of animals God made certainly suggests
an imaginative attribute of God.
Through His creative work, God gives
us a visible demonstration of His creative
power. The outcome of true and righteous
power is always awesome to behold.
Great creatures, such as the whale,
remind us of God’s awesome power.
Birds, from the hummingbird to the
ostrich, bring to mind the freedom and
creativity of God.
By the power of His word, God created
beasts that would later serve mankind.
Still others would become companions to
human beings. The delicate balance of all
creation shows the overall plan of God.
All this reveals the amazing wisdom and
power of the Creator.
Consider your children’s love for
animals. Help them see what these
animals show them about God’s
character. Then together praise God for
His creative power demonstrated in His
creation.

Early Bird Options
Be prepared to let the children who arrive early
become involved in one or more of the following
meaningful and fun activities. Here are a few readyto-go suggestions to pick from.
Play Dough – Help the children begin thinking about
animals at the start. Encourage the children to make
play dough animals. Suggest that a group of children
work together to make a zoo.
Craft – Put out the Early
Bird Option for Lesson 4
from Make-It/Take-It page
31, and some markers or
crayons. Let the children

color the mother duck and ducklings. Put their
artwork on a bulletin board under this title: “God
Gives Us a Wonderful World!”
My Favorite Animal – Print the title “My Favorite
Animal” on the board. Provide drawing paper,
markers, pencils, and crayons. Ask the children to
copy the title onto their drawing papers, then draw
pictures and write about their favorite animals.
Encourage them to make up stories to go with their
pictures. Have them tell each other their stories
about animals as they show the pictures they made.
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LESSON 4 FOCUS:
God made all kinds of
animals.

1 Bible Readiness

LESSON 4

Name That Animal Game

MM To start the children thinking
about all the kinds of animals
God made, they will play a game
and talk about their knowledge
and experience with animals.

MATERIALS:
□□ None needed

Today’s lesson teaches the children the simple truth that God made all
kinds of animals. To get your children thinking about animals in a fun
and engaging way, play the following “Name That Animal” game. Have
the children stand in a circle with you. If you have a large enough room,
suggest that the children spread out as much as possible yet still remain in
a circle shape. This will allow them to move around as they play the game.
Let’s play the “Name That Animal” game. I will start the game so
you can see how it is played. Then everyone else can have a turn. I
will act like an animal, but I won’t tell you which animal I am thinking
about. You try to guess which animal I’m acting. Demonstrate an
animal sound or action. For example, you might bend and swing an arm
like an elephant’s trunk, or you might hop like a kangaroo.
Name that animal! Let the children guess. Tell them when they are
correct.
Take turns around the circle. Encourage each child to participate.
Children might stand on one leg like a flamingo. Others might walk on
their hands and knees like a bear, neigh like a horse, meow like a cat,
roar like a lion, buzz like a bee, leap like a frog, and so on. It’s okay for
children to repeat an animal. This is the time to get everyone involved
in your lesson. Make the activity fun and nonthreatening. If a child can’t
seem to think of an animal to imitate or is timid about taking the risk of
acting, then encourage the child to copy your acting of an animal. Then
let the rest of the class guess what both of you were acting.
You all did good jobs pretending to be animals, and guessing our
animal actions. Let’s talk about animals.

Sharing Time
22 What are your favorite animals? Everyone should be able to
respond to this question. Allow time for each one to name an
animal. You will hear about all kinds.
22 What can you tell me about animals? Let the children tell what
they know. They might name different animals, give interesting
facts they have learned from books, school, and TV programs.
Children might tell stories about their pets. Listen and enjoy
learning what your children know and think.
22 Who made all the kinds of animals? Let the children think and
talk. Accept their answers. They might name God, Jesus, each
animal’s mother, and so on.
Animals are fun. Today’s Bible story is about all kinds of animals. Let’s
listen to learn who made all of the animals.
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2 Bible Story
MM The children will learn from
Genesis 1 that God made all kinds
of animals

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aids 7 and 8

JJTimer or clock with second
hand

Memory Verse Practice:

God made all kinds of
animals.

Before class, study Genesis 1:20-25. Read through the Bible story
given below. Open Slits A-F shown on the back side of Teaching Aid 7.
Separate Strips A-B, C-D, and E-F from Teaching Aid 8. Practice telling
the Bible story aloud while inserting the strips into the correct slits on
Teaching Aid 7. Remove the strips so you can add them as you tell the
story in class.
In class, be sure you can see the children and they can see you and
the teaching aid. When they are ready to listen, tell the children you
will teach them more about how God made the world. Show them
where Genesis is found and tell them today’s Bible lesson comes from
Genesis 1:20-25.

LESSON 4

Bible Review:

LESSON 4 FOCUS:

□□ Paper, marker

God Made All Kinds of Animals: Genesis 1:20-25
God had made the
world. He made
all of the plants.
(Point to various
plants shown on
Teaching Aid 7.)
Last week we
learned that only
God can make
plants. All of the
plants God made
were growing and
making seeds.
The seeds were
sprouting and making more plants. God saw that
the plants He made were good. But God wasn’t
finished. Next He made all kinds of animals.
God said, “Let the rivers, lakes, and oceans be
filled with animals that live in water.” Splash! He
made all kinds of water animals such as whales,
sharks, starfish, crabs, trout, and bass. God made
all the different kinds of fish that live in the rivers,
lakes, and oceans that God had already made.
(Point to the sky on Teaching Aid 7.) God also
said, “Let birds fly through the sky.” With those
words, God made all kinds of birds to fly in the sky.
(Insert Strip A-B from Teaching Aid 8, into slits A
and B in the sky on Teaching Aid 7.) God made big
birds like eagles and little birds like sparrows. God
made some birds to make their nests in the trees.
Other kinds of birds make their nests in the grass.

God made birds to eat nuts and seeds. The plants
that birds would use for food and places for nests
were already there because God made everything in
order. God made birds like ducks and penguins to
swim in the water. (Insert Strip C-D into slits C and
D in the pond area of Teaching Aid 7.) Some birds
like the ostrich run fast but can’t fly. But God made
them, too.
God saw that all of the fish and birds He made
were good.
God wasn’t finished filling the world He made
with animals. God made animals that live on the
land. (Insert Strip E-F into Slits E and F in the middle
land area of Teaching Aid 7.) He made giraffes with
long necks and elephants with long noses. God
made all the animals, like cows and pigs, that we
see when we go to a farm. He made the polar bears
that live in cold, snowy places and the lions that
live on the warm grasslands. God made all kinds of
animals to live on all the different lands He made.
God also made all kinds of insects and spiders.
He made some kinds of insects to fly, and others to
hop or crawl. God made the spiders and insects to
use the land and plants that He made for their food
and homes.
After God made all the animals, He saw that
they were also good.
God made all kinds of animals to fill the world
He made. God gave the animals food and places to
live in the wonderful world He made.
God made all kinds of animals.
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Bible Story Review Questions
22 What kind of animals did God make to live
in the water? God made all kinds of fish to
live in the water.
LESSON 4

22 What did God make to fly in the sky? God
made birds to fly in the sky.
22 What did God make to live on the land?
God made all kinds of land animals. Children
might name several kinds of animals such as
lions, bears, foxes, dogs, etc.
22 When God saw all the kinds of animals He
made, what did He think? God saw that the
animals were good.
22 Who made all kinds of animals? God made
all kinds of animals.

Bible Story Review Activity
This small-group brainstorming activity will reinforce
all the different kinds of animals that God made.
Organize the children into teams of three or four
children each.
Tell each team to pick one of its members to be a
“counter.” Teach the counters for each team to count
the number of answers his or her team gives to the

problems you will give. Have the other two or three
members of each team try to name all of the different
answers to each problem you will give. Answer
questions and review the rules as needed.
You will have one minute to tell as many
answers as possible to your team’s counter. Here is
the first problem.
NN Tell your team counter all of the land animals
you can name. Go. Set your timer for one minute
or watch the second hand of a clock. Encourage the
teams to keep thinking and naming land animals as
the counters keep track of answers. Stop the teams
after one minute. Have each team counter announce
the number of animals their team named.
Repeat the game using different problems. Here
are some sample problems.
NN Tell your team counter all of the animals that
live in water. Have the team counters report.
NN Tell your team counter different kinds of
birds. Let the counters respond.
NN Talk together as a team to pick your one
favorite animal. Ask each team counter to report.

Memory Verse Practice
J Before class, print the memory verse onto six papers, one

word per paper.
Show each paper to the class as you slowly read the word
aloud. Repeat. Mix up the papers. Hand out the papers, one per
child. Ask the children to make a line with their papers in order.
Help the children read and say the verse together. Repeat the
activity so everyone has at least one turn to participate. If you
have a large class you may want to make two sets and have two
groups do the activity at the same time. If you don’t have enough
children to make either one or two complete groups, have a
classroom helper take a paper and you could also take one paper
to do this activity.

Memory Verse:
Everything God
created is good.
1 Timothy 4:4

Everything
God
created
is
good.
1 Timothy 4:4

54

Early Elementary – Lesson 4

3 Bible Activity Choices
MM The children will use these
activities to practice what they
learned from the Bible lesson from
Genesis.

Get the children thinking about
the different animals God made
with this lively yet simple game.
Whisper to each child a name
of a common animal such as
bear, lion, cat, dog, eagle, and
so on. It is okay if more than one
child has the same animal name.
Have the children spread out on
two sides of your playing area.
Ask a volunteer to be in the
middle as the animal keeper.
To play the game, the animal
keeper calls out names of
animals he knows. He might call
out only one animal name or
several at a time. The children
with the animals named must run
to the opposite side before the
animal keeper tags them. Any
children tagged while running to
the other side must step out of
the game for this round.
When all the animal names
the children were given have
been called by the animal
keeper, and all players have
been tagged and out of the
game, the round ends.
Select a new animal keeper.
Have all the players spread out
on two sides, and play again.
For more fun, let the children
standing on the two sides make
the sounds and actions of their
animals. This will give the animal
keeper some clues about which
animal names to call.

The following options will have the children playing
games, doing puzzles, and making books to reinforce
their knowledge of the truth of Creation. Try to offer all of
these activities. Teach all the options you provide. Then
dismiss the children to start where they wish.

Silly Puzzles

My Zoo Book

□□ Make-It/Take-It page for
Lesson 4

□□ Bible Beginnings, pages
27–30

□□ Crayons

□□ Stapler

□□ Paper clips

□□ Pencils

God made all kinds of animals.
This puzzle will let you have
some fun with three of them.
Tell the children to color the
animal pictures first. Show the
class where to separate the nine
puzzle pieces. Then separate
the pieces after they have been
colored.
Tell the children to put their
puzzles back together the way
God made the animals. Then
let the children fit the pieces
together in different ways to
make silly animals that are fun
but not really what God made.
Offer paper clips so the children
can clip their pieces together.

LESSON 4

Animal Tag

LESSON 4 FOCUS:
God made all kinds of
animals.

□□ Crayons

Making this book will remind the
children of the variety of animals
God made.
Show the children how to
fold their papers to make an
eight-page book. Help them
staple-bind their books. Let the
children write the beginning
letter sound of each animal and
finish page 8 of their zoo books.
Help them read their books to
each other. Visit the children at
this activity to ask: Who made
all the animals in your book?
(God made them!)
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LESSON 4 FOCUS:
God made all kinds of
animals.

MM The children will apply the Bible
lesson about God making all
kinds of animals by planning to
thank God for an animal during
the coming week.

MATERIALS:
LESSON 4

□□ Drawing paper
□□ Markers or crayons

4 Bible Response
As children finish cleaning up, ask them to join with you. Hand out
drawing paper to each child. Put out crayons or markers.
Our Bible story from Genesis 1:20-25 teaches us that God made
all kinds of animals. Use your drawing paper and a crayon to draw a
picture or write about one animal you are thankful for. Let the children
think, draw, and write. They could draw dogs, cats, lions, bears, giraffes,
different kinds of birds or animals that live in water, and so on. Some
might draw the same animal they drew on the last page of the books they
made in Step 3. When the children are finished, bring them together to
talk about what they drew.

22 What animal that God made are you most thankful for and
why? Have the children take turns showing their pictures or
reading their writing and telling about the animal they are thankful
for. Encourage them to talk about why they are thankful for the
animal they selected.
22 What animal will you thank God for this week? Let the children
respond.

Seeing God throughout the Week
Helping to take care of the animals God created is an honor.
Remembering to provide them with food, water, a nice place to live, and
love is important. Thank God for giving us animals, and thank God for
your favorite ones, too.

TAKE-HOMES
□□ Storytime for Lesson 4
□□ Silly Puzzle
□□ My Zoo Book

Prayer Time
We can thank God for these animals. Let’s take turns praying
out loud to thank God for the animals you put on your papers.
You can let the children create their own prayer of thanks or
you might teach a prayer they can use. Here is one suggestion
of a prayer to teach. The children fill in the blank with the
animals they are thankful for.
Dear God, thank You for making . . . In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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LESSON 5

God Created People
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-22; Psalm 8
Lesson Focus: People are God’s special creation.
Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4

By playing a game and talking about the differences of
people, animals, and plants, the children will get ready
to learn that people are God’s special creation.

JJGame: Paper signs: “Animals,” “Plants,” and “People,”
tape
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story:
The children will learn that people are God’s special
creation. Teach Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-22; Psalm 8: God
Made People Special.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aids 7 and 8 (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids)
□□ Bible Story Review: No materials needed
□□ Memory Verse Practice: No materials needed

3

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will select activities that help them use
what they learned from the Bible story.
□□ Praise God Game: No materials needed
□□ Paper People: Bible Beginnings pp. 31–32, scissors,
crayons; optional: glue, yarn, fabric scraps
□□ God’s Special Creation Figures: Early Elementary MakeIt/Take-It for Lesson 5, dog figure for Lesson 5 (from
center section of Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It), yarn,
scissors, tape, crayons, resealable plastic bag

4

Bible Response:
The children will apply the Bible lesson by praising God
for making them His special creation.
□□ Bible Beginnings pp. 33–34, pencils, Storytime for
Lesson 5
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).

JJ

Understanding
the Bible
The creation of the human
race was prefaced by God’s
announcement, “Let us make
mankind in our image” (Gen.
1:26). The three persons of the
Godhead had a consultation.
The full power and wisdom of
the Godhead was involved.
Adam and Eve were made in
God’s image, yet they were not
physical replicas of the Almighty.
Neither were they independent
of God’s influence and will. They
possessed immortality and such
characteristics as goodness,
holiness, and knowledge (Eph.
4:24; Col. 3:10). They enjoyed
a communion with God no
other creature had, and they
were capable of loving and
worshiping God by their words
and actions.
Humanity’s rule over plants
and animals is real. It is part of
the glory and honor God gave
us. However our rule is not
absolute or independent. It is
a gift given by God and not a
right. We are to use it properly
in subordination to God.
Psalm 8 is a picture of how
God intended our daily lives to
be. We should begin and end
praising God (vss. 1 and 9).
While we are given an honored
place in creation (vss. 5-8), we
are still small in comparison to
our majestic God (vs. 4).
Early Elementary – Lesson 5
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LESSON 5

1

Bible Readiness:

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Teacher Devotional

LESSON 5

When you look in the mirror, do you see
a king or queen? Because people, unlike
animals, carry God’s image, we are the
kings and queens of creation. And God
is the Great King. Psalm 8:5 tells us that
God has crowned humans with glory
and honor. So every man, woman, and
child is worthy of our respect.
What does being crowned with glory
and honor mean to you?
Webster defines glory with words like
“great beauty” or “splendor.” Honor
means “respect” and “reverence.”
These are words we often attribute to
God. But it is sometimes harder to look
at our spouse, parents, neighbors, or
co-workers and say those same words.
Sin has left scars that make it difficult
sometimes to see God’s image in
ourselves and in others.
Christ bears God’s image perfectly.
The apostle Paul wrote that believers
are having the image of God restored
in them as they become more and more
Christlike (2 Cor. 3:18; Col. 3:9-10). So,
the story of Creation is ongoing as the
great King of Creation works in us to
restore His perfect image.
During your time alone with God and
as you worship with your class, praise
God for making each of us His special
creation.

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Most early-elementary children have been told many
times, “You are special.” Children hear this common
refrain on television, in movies, from teachers and
parents. Yet they may not really understand why they
are special. Today’s Bible lesson will help children
understand that God made them special.
Some children may think they are special because
of how they look or dress or because of something they
do well. To them, being special equals performance.
Remind them that they are always special to God
because He made them that way.
Special may also be interpreted as doing or being
better than someone else. Children learn this through
outward praise and compliments. Be aware that praise
of one child may cause another child to feel less valued
because he or she doesn’t feel the same appreciation.
Point out to children that they are all different and
they are all special, because they have been created by
God.

Early Bird Options
These ideas offer you some fun and meaningful
activities for the children to do while you are waiting
for students to arrive and you are completing lastminute preparations.
j Cut and Paste – People are God’s special
creation. This activity will get the children thinking
about people. Provide magazines and appropriate
mail-order catalogs with pictures of people. Suggest
the children cut and paste pictures of people onto
a paper with the title, “People Are God’s Special
Creation.”
Play Dough – During this lesson, the children will be
thinking about the differences between things God
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made. Ask the children to use play dough to make
something that God made. The children might make
trees, plants, animals, people, and so on.
Praise Music – Today’s Bible lesson will teach the
children to praise God for making
them special. Let the children begin
with praise. Play the PraisePac CD
song, “God Made It All.” Encourage
the children to listen, clap, move, or
sing along.

LESSON 5 FOCUS:
People are God’s special
creation

1 Bible Readiness
Game

MATERIALS:

JJPaper signs: “Animals,”
“Plants,” and “People”
□□ Tape

22 Which can grow the tallest—plants, animals, or people? Plants

LESSON 5

MM By playing a game and talking
about the differences of people,
animals, and plants, the children
will get ready to learn that people
are God’s special creation.

This activity will help the children show what they already know about
how God made people different from plants and animals. Before class,
make three signs on different colors of paper: “Animals,” “Plants,” and
“People.”
In class, gather the children around you. Show each sign as you read
each word aloud. Then tape your signs in different places around your
room. Be sure the children see the signs.
Let’s play a game to show what you know about the differences
between plants, animals, and people. Listen to some questions I will
read. Go stand near the sign that answers each question.
Here are some questions to get you started. Answers follow each
question. You might add your own questions.

22 Which of the three can talk with words? People
22 Which one can run the fastest? Animals
22 Which one can laugh at a joke? People
22 Which one grows from seeds in the soil? Plants
22 Which one did God make first? Plants
22 Which one might be a pet? Animals
22 Which of the three gives us wood for building things? Plant
22 Which one is the best at thinking and planning activities?
People
You already know a lot of differences between plants, animals, and
people. Let’s talk more about things you know about plants, animals,
and people.

Sharing Time
22 How are people, plants, and animals different? Children might
talk about how plants give us food, animals can be dangerous,
people go to school, and so on. Accept their ideas to learn what
they think about plants, animals, and people.
22 What do people do that animals can’t do? You might hear
about their ability to draw pictures, play soccer, tell stories, make a
peanut butter and jelly sandwich, think, read, and so on.
22 What do you think is God’s most special creation?
Acknowledge the ideas the children share. Accept their answers
since they tell what the children think at this point.
Today’s Bible story teaches us about God’s most special creation. Let’s
listen to find out what God’s Word says.
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LESSON 5 FOCUS:
People are God’s special
creation.

MM The children will learn that
people are God’s special creation.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:

LESSON 5

□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aids 7 and 8

2 Bible Story
Before class, study the Bible passages for this lesson. Read the Bible
story given below. Become familiar with the teaching aids and where
the picture strips from Teaching Aid 8 fit into Teaching Aid 7. You
might plan to invite some children to add the picture strips in the slits
on Teaching Aid 7.
In class, gather the children around you so they can see you and
the teaching aid. Show the children Psalm 8 in your Bible. Then turn to
Genesis 1. Tell the children that today’s Bible lesson comes from Psalm
8, and Genesis 1 and 2. Keep your Bible open as you tell the story.

God Made People Special: Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-22; Psalm 8
God made
the world and
everything on the
earth. He made the
land and the water.
(Show Teaching
Aid 7.) God made
all of the plants.
(Point to plants
on Teaching Aid
7.) God made all
kinds of animals.
(Add Strips A-B,
C-D, and E-F from
Teaching Aid 8
to the slits marked with the matching letters on
Teaching Aid 7.) All of the plants and animals were
good.
God wasn’t finished making all that He wanted
to put on the earth. What God was going to make
next would be His most special creation.
God said, “Let us make people.” With these
words, God made the first man. He named him
Adam. God said, “I will make a helper for Adam so
he is not alone.” God made the first woman. Adam
named her Eve. Adam and Eve were created special
by God. Here is a picture of Adam and Eve in the
garden where God put them. (Remove Strip E-F
and add Strip G-H from Teaching Aid 8 to the slits
marked G-H on Teaching Aid 7.)
God made people special. After God made
people, He told them to rule over all of creation.
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This means that God made people to be more
important than the plants and animals. The Bible
says that we have been crowned with glory and
honor to rule over creation. It’s like God made us to
be the kings and queens of everything He made.
God made us in His likeness. This doesn’t mean
we look like God. Being made in God’s likeness
means we can learn about God, love God, and talk
with Him. We talk with God when we pray.
Because we are made in God’s likeness we can
make choices and choose between right and wrong.
This is why we can choose to listen to God’s Word
and obey what He says.
God also made people special by making them
able to love each other. Adam and Eve loved
each other because God made people His special
creation. (Point to Adam and Eve walking with each
other on Strip G-H.) Because God made us special,
we can think of ways to be kind and loving toward
others. We can make friends and then do things
that help us be better friends. We talk about things
and play in ways that none of the animals can do
because God made us His special creation.
Since we are God’s special creation, we can talk
with Him and praise Him through things we do and
say. People are the only part of God’s creation that
can pray and sing to worship God. We are special
because God made us so we could pray, sing
praises, and worship Him.
God made people different from everything else
He created. People are God’s special creation.

Bible Story Review Questions
22 Who made people? God made people.
22 Who was the first man God made? Adam
22 Who was the first woman God made? Eve

22 Why can we pray to God, sing praises to
Him, and worship Him? We can do these
things because we are God’s special creation.
22 Who is God’s special creation? People are
God’s special creation.

Bible Story Review Activity
This activity will let you check what the children have
learned in an active and fun way. Have the children
sit. Tell them you will read aloud one statement at
a time. They must be sitting down before you will
read each statement. Tell them to jump up if your
statement is true. They stay seated if it is false. You
might ask them to tell you why the false sentences

Memory Verse Practice

NN We can learn about God and pray to Him
because we are God’s special creation. True, jump
up.
NN God made people with four legs. False, stay
seated. He made people with two legs.
NN God made people to rule over the things He
made. True, jump up.
NN Making friends is something we can do
because God made us special. True, jump up.
NN People can be loving and kind to others
because God made people special. True, jump up.
NN Adam and Eve were the first two people
God created. True, jump up.
NN God made Eve first and Adam second. False,
stay seated. God made Adam first.
NN You are God’s special creation. True, jump up.

LESSON 5

22 What can people do because they are
God’s special creation? People rule over
creation. We can learn about God, love God,
and talk with Him. We can choose between
right and wrong. People can love each other
and be kind.

are not true. Feel free to add some of your own
statements from the Bible story.

Memory Verse:
Everything God
created is good.
1 Timothy 4:4

Early-elementary children learn through frequent repetition.
Once they have learned something, they like to use it. The
children who are learning the verse and those who already
know it will both benefit from this Scripture verse activity.
Ask a volunteer to stand and say the verse with you.
Each of you pick another to stand and say the verse as a choir of four.
Each of the four get one more to make eight people who say the verse
together. Continue multiplying the verse choir until everyone participates.
Praise the children at each step of the practice for their ability to remember
God’s Word. If you have a small group, let the verse choir select only one child
at a time to come join the group in saying the verse. This will increase the size
of your verse choir gradually yet allow the verse choir to repeat the verse a
number of times.
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LESSON 5 FOCUS:
People are God’s special
creation.

LESSON 5

MM The children will
select activities that
help them use what
they learned from the
Bible story.

3 Bible Activity Choices
Offer as many of these options as you can for the children to use their Bible
knowledge in the ways that suit each of them the best. The game will need floor
space. The Paper People project could be done at a table. Teach the class all the
options you provide. Then dismiss the children to begin at the activities of their
choice. You might help the game get started, then visit the children at the other
centers.

Praise God Game
This game will help the children
practice how they are God’s
special creation.
Explain to the children the
following variation of “Mother
May I?” Select a student to be
the leader.
The other children are the
players. The players stand in a
line a short distance from the
leader. Players take turns asking
the leader if they may move
forward. For example: “Leader,
may we take one big leap
forward?” “Leader, may we take
a baby hop forward?” etc. The
leader may say “yes,” or “no.”
When the leader says, “Yes,” the
players move forward as they
say, “Praise God for making me
special.” The first player to reach
the leader becomes the new
leader.
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God’s Special
Creation Figures
□□ Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 5
□□ Dog figure for Lesson 5
(from center section of
Make-It/Take-It)
□□ Yarn
□□ Scissors
□□ Tape
□□ Crayons
□□ Resealable plastic bags

Show the children the craft page
as you explain where they should
separate and fold the pieces so
they stand. Teach them to cut
and attach a piece of yarn as
a leash from the boy’s hand to
the dog. Children may want to
color the figures. See the back
side of the craft page for more
complete instructions.
Ask the children to use their
completed figures to make
up stories of what the
boy can do because
people are God’s special
creation.
Send each
child’s figures
home in a
resealable plastic
bag.

Paper People
□□ Bible Beginnings, pages 31
and 32
□□ Scissors
□□ Crayons
□□ Optional: glue, yarn, fabric
scraps

Explain how to fold and cut the
page to make two paper people.
Let them finish the second
person with crayons. You might
provide yarn for hair and fabric
scraps for clothing.

LESSON 5 FOCUS:
People are God’s special
creation.
MM The children will apply the Bible
lesson by praising God for making
them His special creation.

MATERIALS:
□□ Bible Beginnings, pages 33
and 34
□□ Pencils

4 Bible Response
People are God’s special creation. Let’s talk about things we can do
because we are God’s special creation. Distribute Bible Beginnings,
pages 33 and 34. Ask the children to look at the children on page 33.

22 What are these children doing that shows they are God’s
special creation? Let the children respond. They might suggest
they are reading the Bible, learning about God, taking a dog for a
walk, showing love to another person, praising God by writing Him
a card, praying, and so on.

We can praise God because we are His special creation.

22 What are some ways we can praise God? Let the children think
and respond. You might hear about singing, praying, showing love
to God or people, telling others what we learned today, and so on.

Looking Ahead
Next week you will teach the
Palm Sunday lesson found on
page 8.

Have the children turn over their page. Read the page aloud as you
point to each word. Draw a picture or write some words to show how
you will praise God for making you special. Let the children think and
work. They might copy a picture from the other side. They might draw
themselves singing or helping another. If children ask for help to spell a
word, write the word on a board for them to copy.

22 How do you plan to praise God during the week? Let the
children talk and show their ideas. Encourage each one to share his or
her plan.

TAKE-HOMES
□□ Storytime for Lesson 5
□□ God’s Special
Creation Figures

Seeing God throughout the Week
Because we are God’s special creation, He made us able to love
each other, as well as Him. This coming week, look for ways to
show those around you that you love them, and tell God you love
Him, too.

□□ Paper People
□□ “I Will Praise God”
Plan

Prayer Time
We can praise God for making us special with a prayer.
Close your class time by leading your class in praising God for
making you special.
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22 What can you do because you are God’s special creation? Let
the children talk. You might hear they can praise God by singing or
reading the Bible, learn about God at Sunday school, have pets at
home, love God and people, pray, and so on.

LESSON 6

Caring for God’s World
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7-8, 15, 18-23
Lesson Focus: God wants people to care for His world.
Memory Verse: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4

1

Bible Readiness:
By sorting trash and talking about what they do with
trash, the children will get ready to learn how God
teaches us to care for His world.

JJSorting Activity: Wads of paper with labels (see p. 66),

LESSON 6

bag; optional: a closed trash bag full of “clean” trash,
see suggestions on p. 66

2

□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story:
The children will learn that God wants people to care
for His world. Teach Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7-8, 15, 18-23:
People Care for God’s World.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aids 7 and 8 (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids)
□□ Bible Story Review: No materials needed

3

□□ Memory Verse Practice: Bible Beginnings p. 37, pencils

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will retell the Bible story and consider ways
they can care for God’s world.

JJTrash Collecting Relays: Wads of paper from Step 1,
grocery bags; optional: bag of “clean” trash from Step 1,
clock with a second hand
□□ “Taking Care” Picture: Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It
for Lesson 6, add-on figures for Lesson 6 (from the center
of Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It), paper fasteners,
tape, crayons
□□ Stick Story Puppets: Bible Beginnings pp. 35–36, scissors,
craft sticks, tape or glue

4

Bible Response:
The children will plan to remember to care for God’s
world during the week.

JJWads of paper or optional “clean” trash from Steps 1
and 3, Storytime for Lesson 6
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).
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Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Understanding
the Bible
We don’t know the exact
location of the Garden of Eden.
The Bible offers a clue. It tells
of a river that flowed out of
the garden and divided into
four branches. Two of them,
the Tigris and Euphrates, flow
through the modern countries of
Syria, Iraq, and Turkey. The “land
of Cush” (Gen. 2:13) may refer
to modern Sudan. Therefore,
the Garden of Eden may have
covered the area from Africa to
Iraq.
“Eden” is a name that
means “paradise.” It is related
to a Hebrew word for “bliss”
or “delight,” and an ancient
Mesopotamian word meaning
“a plain.” The author of Genesis
seems to suggest both the
Hebrew and Mesopotamian
meanings are useful.
Adam and Eve were to enjoy
God’s creations, but right from
the start the Lord indicated that
the task of caring for the garden
was to be their responsibility.
Adam was to “work it and take
care of it” (Gen. 2:15).
Some may think that work is a
direct result of the Fall. But even
when people had not sinned,
God wanted them to do the
work of caring for the world.

Teacher Devotional

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Children this age are developing a growing sense of
responsibility. Both at school and at home they are
learning to pick up and take care of their possessions.
More responsibility is assumed in feeding or cleaning
up after their pets. Children may feel frustrated by the
growing list of chores and loss of free time. Here are
some ways to help your children feel better about their
growing responsibilities:
— Help the children understand that these tasks
of cleaning up and being responsible are more than
chores. These are ways of caring for God’s world.
-— Talk about all the gifts God has given them:
from beautiful parks and natural wonders to all of the
toys in their room. Because God has given us all these
wonderful gifts to enjoy, we show we are thankful by
taking care of them.
— Discuss how we show our care for God’s world
when we pick up toys, throw away trash, let trees and
wildflowers grow, feed and clean up after our pets.

LESSON 6

Caring for the environment has become
popular. Concern for our planet is not a
bad thing—the divine direction to care
for the earth dates back to Creation.
However, some people have fallen into
the trap of worshiping the creation
instead of the Creator (Rom. 1:25). Why
do you take care of the earth?
God gave people the responsibility
to care for His world. We care for the
world out of honor and reverence for our
awesome God, our Creator and giver
of life. We do the work of caring for the
world because this is what God wants.
God made people with the ability to
think and plan how to use their Godgiven skills to care for the world. Then
God told the people He made to take
care of His world. God’s sovereign plan
for His created order continues today.
How do you show your appreciation for
God’s wonderful world?
God created us for His pleasure.
We are to worship and obey. We give
worship and honor to God in many
different ways. Responding responsibly
to our task of caring for God’s world is
one of the many ways.
As you prepare, ask God to help
you teach the children that we care for
God’s world because it honors God as
the Creator.

Early Bird Options
Give children who arrive early something meaningful
to do. Provide one or more of these lesson-related
activities.
j ‘GOD’S WORLD’ Banner – Today’s lesson will
teach the children that God wants us to care for His
world. Before class, print the title “GOD’S WORLD”
in large letters on butcher paper. Provide markers
and crayons for the children to draw pictures of what
God made as part of His world. Children might draw
pictures of mountains and fields with plants, animals,
and people.

any other available “trash” for the children to glue or
tape onto a large piece of paper to make one large
collage. Or, some children might prefer to make their
own trash collage on a piece of construction paper
or a paper plate.
j Play Dough – Put out play dough, cookie cutters,
and other tools. Encourage the children to make
things God created, such as flowers, people, and
animals, as a way to review previous Bible stories
and get them thinking about God’s world for today’s
Bible story.

Trash Collage – Get the children thinking about trash
in preparation for today’s lesson on how God wants
people to care for His world. Provide paper scraps or
Early Elementary – Lesson 6
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LESSON 6 FOCUS:
God wants people to
care for His world.

1 Bible Readiness
Sorting Activity

MM By sorting trash and talking
about what they do with trash,
the children will get ready to learn
how God teaches us to care for
His world.

MATERIALS:

JJWads of paper with labels
LESSON 6

such as “plastic bottles,”
“aluminum cans,” “old
newspapers,” “empty
boxes,” etc.
□□ Bag
JJOptional: a closed trash
bag full of “clean” trash
(Suggestions: soda cans,
jars, plastic utensils, paper
or plastic plates and
cups, paper, aluminum
foil, grocery bag, bread
bag, old newspapers,
magazines and catalogs,
plastic butter tub with
lid, oatmeal container, a
broken toy, worn-out shoes,
etc.)

Today’s lesson will teach the children that God wants people to care for
His world. Begin your lesson with this activity to get children thinking
about the responsibility people have to care for God’s world.
Before class, label several papers as follows: “plastic bottles,”
“aluminum cans,” “old newspapers,” “empty boxes,” “magazines,”
“plastic bags,” “glass jars,” “broken toys,” “advertising catalogs,”
“worn-out shoes,” and so on. Wad each paper and collect them in a
closed bag. Or if you can, collect the optional “clean” trash in a bag.
In class, show the children your closed bag.

22 What do you think is in this bag? You might shake the bag or let the
children pass the sealed bag around. Let them guess. Acknowledge their
suggestions, but don’t say if they are right or wrong. Keep the class in
suspense a bit longer.
Dump out the bag. Open the wads of paper and read each label. Talk
about how the things named make trash. If you collected the optional
trash, talk about why the stuff is trash.
Invite the children to separate your labeled papers or the optional
trash into things that go together. For example, they might make piles of
paper, plastic, or metal trash; piles of things to reuse; things to repair; or
things to throw away.
Talk with the children about ways to reuse trash. For example, used
aluminum foil could be cleaned and made into stars, balls, or gift wrap.
Gather the papers or trash into the bag for use later in the lesson.
You seem to know a lot about how to reuse stuff. Let’s talk more
about what we can do about trash.

Sharing Time
22 Where have you seen trash that doesn’t belong? Let the children
have time to think and talk. You might hear about litter along roads
and streets, in parks and open areas, in classrooms, and so on.
22 Who made the world? Let the children tell what they think.
Reinforce that God made the world.
22 Who do you think should take care of the world God made? Let
the children talk. Reinforce how people should take care of the world.
22 What are ways you take care of the world, and all that God
created on it? Allow time for the children to respond. They will
probably talk about throwing away trash. Ask them to think about
caring for other things such as plants and animals. They could
mention feeding pets, watering plants, walking on sidewalks and not
the grass, walking or riding bikes instead of riding in a car, and so on.
God wants people to care for His world. Let’s learn how God
teaches us to care for His world.
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2 Bible Story
MM The children will learn that God
wants people to care for His world.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aids 7 and 8
Memory Verse Practice:
□□ Bible Beginnings, page 37,
pencils

LESSON 6 FOCUS:
God wants people to
care for His world.

Before class, study the passages in Genesis and the Bible story below.
Practice the story so you can tell it, use the teaching aid, and still focus
your attention on the children. Be familiar with the teaching aid and
where the add-on strips from Teaching Aid 8 should be inserted. The
children should be familiar with this teaching poster. You might invite
some children to add the strips at the right point in the story.
In class, gather the children around you so everyone can see you
and Teaching Aid 7. Have the add-on strips handy. Gain the children’s
attention. Tell them they will hear another lesson from Genesis about
God and the wonderful world He created. Open your Bible to Genesis
1:26-31. Remind the children that Genesis gives the story of God
creating everything. Keep your Bible open as you tell this Bible story.

People Care for God’s World: Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7-8, 15, 18-23
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(Show Teaching Aid 7.)
God created a wonderful
world. God made all of the plants. He
made all kinds of bushes, trees, and green
grass. (Point to the plants on Teaching Aid
7 as you name them.) He created flowers
with all sorts of colors. God made the
plants that give us good things to eat.
But that wasn’t all. God made all kinds
of animals. He made animals that live in water and
birds to fly through the sky. (Add Strip A-B from
Teaching Aid 8 to slits A-B on Teaching Aid 7.) God
created all kinds of animals that live on the land.
(Add Strips C-D and E-F from Teaching Aid 8.) The
world was a wonderful place. God saw that the
plants and animals were very good.
Then God made a man out of the dust of the
ground. God made the man alive and named him
Adam. God put Adam in the Garden of Eden to take
care of the plants and animals that God made.
The first job God gave to Adam was to name the
animals. God brought all of the animals to Adam.
One kind at a time, Adam named all of the animals.

Adam was alone in the Garden of Eden. There
were lots of plants and animals to take care of, but
no one to talk with and be a really good friend for
Adam. He also needed a helper to take care of
God’s world. God made a woman to be a helper
for Adam. God put Adam to sleep and took one
of his rib bones. (Point to your lower ribs. Have the
children feel for one of their lower ribs.) God made
a woman from Adam’s rib. God brought the woman
to Adam. Adam named her Eve. Eve would be a
good helper for Adam.
Adam and Eve lived together in the Garden of
Eden. (Add Strip G-H from Teaching Aid 8.) Adam
and Eve collected their food from some of the
plants God made. God made people to be able
to use plants, animals, and the earth in the ways
they thought best to make their lives pleasant and
comfortable.
God gave Adam and Eve the job of taking care
of the world. God wanted Adam and Eve to care
for the plants by helping them grow. (Remove strips
G-H and E-F. Now add Strip I-J from Teaching Aid
8. Move Strip I-J to show Scene A of Adam and Eve
caring for plants.)
Another part of Adam and Eve’s job of caring for
the world was to look after the animals. (Move Strip
I-J to show Scene B of Adam and Eve with animals.)
God wanted Adam and Eve to help the animals.
God created Adam and Eve to take care of His
world. God wants us to care for His world just like
Adam and Eve cared for the world.
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Bible Story Review Questions
22 Who created the world? God created the
world.
22 What did God want Adam to do in the
Garden of Eden? God put Adam in the
Garden of Eden to take care of the plants and
animals that God made.
22 Why did God make a woman? God made a
woman to be a helper for Adam.

LESSON 6

22 What job did God give to Adam and Eve?
God gave them the job of caring for the world.
God wanted them to care for the plants and
animals.
22 How do you think Adam and Eve did their
job? Adam and Eve helped the plants grow.
They helped the animals. Your students may
have more ideas of their own about how Adam
and Eve cared for God’s world.
22 How can we care for God’s world? By
watering plants, being kind to the animals, and
keeping God’s world clean. Your students will
likely have more ideas of their own.
22 Who does God want to care for His world?
God wants people to care for His world.

Bible Story Review Activity
Ask for volunteers to play Adam and Eve. The rest
of the class can be various animals and plants of
their choosing. Possible animals could be: monkey,
horse, cat, kangaroo, lion, bear, and so on. Children
playing these parts can act and sound like the animal
they choose. There can be more than one of any
animal. Here are some suggested plants and ways
children can act the part: tree—stand up with arms
up as branches; flower—stand or sit with smiling
face looking up and hands spread wide at the sides;
grass—stand up with arms down against your sides;
bush—kneel and hold arms up curving around your
head; cactus—stand up with arms out and bent up.
Help the children acting as plants and animals
spread out and begin acting their parts. Encourage
the children playing Adam and Eve to go to the
plants and animals to help them. You might coach the
children playing Adam and Eve to pretend to pour
water on a tree, they could move a plant to a better
place to grow. Adam and Eve could pretend to pet
a dog or play with a monkey. They might pretend to
pick leaves or grass to feed to a horse.
At the end of the story acting, have everyone repeat
after you, God wants people to care for His world.

Memory Verse Practice
Hand out Bible Beginnings, page 37 and pencils. Point to the
Word Bank in the lower right corner of the page. Read the words
aloud slowly. Let the children write “Everything,” “created,” and
“good,” into the correct blanks. Tell them one letter goes on each
blank line. When they finish, you might have the children write
their names at the top of their papers.
Read the verse aloud with the children. Have
the children read the verse aloud again without
EVERYTHING
your help. Collect the papers so the other side
CREATED
can be used later in this lesson.
GOOD
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Memory Verse:
Everything God
created is good.
1 Timothy 4:4

3 Bible Activity Choices
MM The children will retell the Bible
story and consider ways they can
care for God’s world.

Trash Collecting
Relays

trash from Step 1, clock
with a second hand

God wants people to care for
His world. One way we can do
that is by keeping the world
clean. Let the children practice
this idea with the following
timed relay games.
Divide the children into at
least two groups. Keep the
groups small, such as two or
three children on each team.
Provide grocery bags. Spread
out the wads of paper or the
optional trash. Time each team
to collect all of the trash into
grocery bags. If you don’t have
a clock, count aloud slowly. The
fastest team wins. Let all of the
teams collect trash at the same
time. See which team collects
the most. Have all the children
work together to gather the
trash as quickly as possible.

God wants people to
care for His world.

Let the children choose how to practice what they learned
from the Bible story about caring for God’s world. Offer
as many of these choices as possible. Let the children
choose the activity they will do first. The relays will
require your supervision. The other activities can be done
independently after you have taught the class what to do
at each one.

Story Stick Puppets
□□ Bible Beginnings pages 35
and 36
□□ Scissors
□□ Craft sticks
□□ Tape or glue

“Taking Care”
Picture
□□ Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 6
□□ Add-on figures for Lesson 6
from the center of MakeIt/Take-It
□□ Paper fasteners

Let the children make stick
puppets to retell the Bible story.
Show the children how to cut
and fold the figures and glue
them to craft sticks.
They can move the puppet
figures as they tell a story of how
Adam and Eve cared for God’s
world. The children might bring
the animals to Adam as they
tell the names Adam gave the
animals. Some children might
write a script for their puppet
play.

□□ Tape
□□ Crayons

Let the children make a picture
of one way they can care for
God’s world. Show the children
how to attach the movable boy
to the craft page. The children
can color the scene and tape
the flowers and butterfly addon figures onto their pictures.
Encourage the children to talk
about how the boy is taking care
of God’s world.
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JJWads of paper from Step 1
JJGrocery bags
JJOptional: bag of “clean”

LESSON 6 FOCUS:

LESSON 6 FOCUS:
God wants people to
care for His world.

MM The children will plan to
remember to care for God’s
world during the week.

MATERIALS:
□□ Wads of paper or
optional “clean” trash
from Steps 1 and 3

4 Bible Response
God wants people to care for His world. Let’s talk about how we can
care for His world during the coming week.

22 What are some things you can do to care for God’s world?
Allow time for the children to talk. They might mention ideas
already suggested in this lesson such as: clean up trash, turn
off lights, water flowers and grass, feed pets, and try to save
water. They might suggest ways to make a bird feeder, reuse old
magazines or old toys, and so on.

LESSON 6

22 When can you do these things? Let the children suggest times and
places. For example, if they said they can try to save water they might
say they can turn off the water while brushing their teeth, they can
turn off the lights when they are leaving a room, or they might make
a bird feeder one day after school. Accept the ideas the children give.
Reinforce how they can care for God’s world.
Bring out the bag of paper wads or the “clean trash” from earlier. We
used this stuff earlier to help us think about trash and what it means
to care for God’s world. Let’s use it again in a different way.

22 If you had a piece of this stuff for your own, to keep, how
could you use it to help you remember to care for God’s
world? They might name places they would put it to remind them

of this Bible lesson. Some might suggest making something from
the trash or using it in a new way. It’s even okay if they say they will
throw the trash away to care for God’s world. Accept their ideas.

TAKE-HOMES

□□ Storytime for Lesson 6
□□ “Taking Care” Picture
□□ Stick Puppets
□□ “I Will Care for God’s
World” Plan and
Memory Verse

Have children pick a wad of paper or a piece of trash to keep as a
reminder to care for God’s world. These objects will help you remember
to care for God’s world during the week. Let’s tell God that we are
ready to do what He wants—to care for His world.

Seeing God throughout the Week
Remind everyone to talk with their families about how they can care
for God’s world together. They might decide to recycle items, pick
up trash at a local park, or adopt a new pet to care for and love.

□□ Reminder Wad of
Paper or Piece of
“Clean Trash”

Prayer Time
Encourage the children to tell God about their desires to
remember to care for His world. Begin a time for individual
prayer. Let volunteers pray aloud. Close your prayer time when
it seems right.
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LESSON 7

Our Homes

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Bible Basis: 2 Kings 4:8-13
Lesson Focus: God cares about where we live.
Memory Verse: The Lord will indeed give what is good. Psalm 85:12

1

Bible Readiness:
To connect their own experiences with the Bible story
about God caring about Elisha having a place to live,
the children will draw and talk about the rooms of a
house.
□□ Drawing Activity: Drawing paper, pencils, crayons, tape
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

The children will learn from the Bible story in 2 Kings 4:813 that God cares about where we live. Teach 2 Kings
4:8-13: God Cared about Where Elisha Lived.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 9 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids)
□□ Bible Story Review: No materials needed
□□ Memory Verse Practice: No materials needed

3

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will choose activities that help them
practice what they learned from the Bible Story in
2 Kings 4:8-13.
□□ “Elisha Gets a Room” Game: Chairs
□□ Elisha’s Room, My Room: Bible Beginnings pp. 39-42,
scissors, tape or glue, crayons

JJA Neighborhood: Teaching Aid 10 (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids), tape or glue;
optional: plastic figures and miniature cars, butcher
paper, markers, play dough, straws, green paper

4

Bible Response:
To apply the Bible lesson about God caring for Elisha,
the children will plan to thank God during the coming
week for caring about where they live.
□□ Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 7, pencils or
crayons, scissors, yarn, Storytime for Lesson 7
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).

JJ

Little is known about Elisha. He
came from a wealthy family and
apparently gave up everything
to become God’s prophet. He
learned from his teacher, Elijah,
and built on Elijah’s ministry.
Together with Elijah, and later
by himself, Elisha led the schools
for the prophets. The prophets
sometimes found themselves in
conflict with the political rulers,
who were more concerned
about power and wealth than
about following God.
Elisha asked for a double
portion of Elijah’s spirit
(2 Kings 2:9). This phrase from
inheritance laws expressed
his desire to carry on Elijah’s
ministry. It is interesting that the
Bible records exactly double the
number of miracles for Elisha as
those of Elijah.
Elisha traveled extensively.
He was from Abel Meholah,
which was in the Jordan River
Valley. Elisha often passed
through Shunem, a city about
25 miles east of Mount Carmel.
Though simply furnished, the
room in Shunem provided a
welcome resting place for this
busy prophet. Most likely, it had
a separate entrance which would
have allowed Elisha to enjoy
some privacy. No doubt Elisha
recognized this lodging as a
provision from God.
Early Elementary – Lesson 7
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2

Bible Story:

Understanding
the Bible

Teacher Devotional

LESSON 7

Elisha was a man of compassion.
The miracles he performed as God’s
representative were largely acts of
mercy or help to others in need. What
do Elisha’s actions tell us about the
character of God?
In today’s Bible story, Elisha is
helped by a woman of compassion.
She used the means God had given her
to provide for some of Elisha’s basic
comforts. A room of his own that was
always ready to welcome him, the bed
for rest, a table and chair to share the
companionship of a meal, and the lamp
to help dispel the darkness.
Just as the Shunammite woman
cared about Elisha’s needs, so God
cares for your most basic needs.
Look at what God has provided for
you in the way of a place of your
own, rest, companionship, and a
guiding light. What does God’s
provision for these basic needs tell
you about His love for you?
Just as God has shown He cares
for our needs, He wants us to care for
the needs of others. The Shunammite
woman used her home and resources
to help meet Elisha’s needs. As you
prepare to teach your students that God
cares about where they live, ask God to
show you how your home and resources
might be used to care for others.

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
There’s no place like home, especially for children.
Home is more than just the building; it’s important to
their sense of security. God cares about where we live.
This lesson will help the children learn about God’s
care for them. Help them realize God’s care in terms
they understand.
— Children don’t stop to think about where their
homes come from. Help the children realize that God
created everything. He gives us our parents who work
so we can have our homes. Every good thing comes
from God.
— Children who have recently changed homes
may feel a bit insecure. Listen to their feelings and
empathize with them. God understands. He prepares
new homes for them and helps us make new friends
just like He gave new friends to Elisha.
— God knows everything. He always knows where
we are. No one can move away from God. Encourage
the children who know they will be moving to trust
God to go with them and take care of them through all
the changes they make.

Early Bird Options
Give children who arrive early something meaningful
to do. Provide one or more of these activities.
My Home – Since this lesson is about our homes,
let the children begin thinking about their homes.
Ask them to draw their homes. Some children might
write about their homes. Put out drawing paper,
pencils, and crayons for the children to use.
Building Blocks – Encourage children to build
houses to help them start thinking about what makes
a home. Put out building blocks so the children can
work to make houses.
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Neighborhood Play – Ask the children to set up a
neighborhood showing the places they meet with
their friends. Put out the buildings from Teaching Aid
10 for the children to make their neighborhood.

LESSON 7 FOCUS:
God cares about where
we live.

1 Bible Readiness
Drawing Activity

MM To connect their own
experiences with the Bible story
about God caring about Elisha
having a place to live, the
children will draw and talk about
the rooms of a house.

MATERIALS:
□□
□□
□□
□□

Drawing paper
Pencils
Crayons
Tape

Today’s Bible lesson will teach the children God cares where they live.
The following activity will help the children prepare to learn from the
Bible story.
Divide the children into four to eight groups. If groups have only one
child, that is okay, and the groups don’t need to have equal numbers.
Give each group a piece of drawing paper and pencils and crayons.
Use your drawing paper and pencils or crayons to draw a room in
a house. Tell each group the room you want them to draw. Suggested
rooms are: living room, kitchen, child’s bedroom, bathroom, parents’
bedroom, and family room. Before you draw, talk with everyone in
your group about where windows and doors should go in the walls
of the room your group makes, if the room should have these. Talk
about the things that go in the room. For example, a kitchen should
have a refrigerator, a bedroom should have a bed. After your group
decides how the room should be, draw the room on your paper.
When the groups are done, ask one child in each group to bring his
or her group’s room drawing to tape next to the others on a wall. Help
the children arrange their drawings as if they are the rooms in a home.

Your house looks like a comfortable home. A real house like this
would be nice. Let’s talk more about where we live.

LESSON 7

22 What do we have in the house we made? Let the children from
each group talk about the rooms they made. Ask them to explain
the furniture and other things they put in the rooms.

Sharing Time
22 Where do you live? Give the children time to talk. They might tell
you the direction they live in, an area of town, their address, city or
state, a house or apartment or trailer home, and so on.
22 How is your house the same or different from the house we
made on our wall? They might say anything from “my house is
different because it is real” to “my house has more rooms,” “the
rooms in my house are arranged in a different way” and so on. You
may encounter a child who does not have a home or is in a state of
transition. Be sensitive to their feelings and needs.
22 Why is your home important? Let the children talk. Listen
to learn what they think and what their experiences are. Some
answers might range from warmth and shelter to a place to sleep
and eat, to a place for family to gather.
22 Who cares about where you live? Give an opportunity for
each child to tell an idea. Expect that they will name parents,
grandparents, friends, neighbors, teachers, and so on.
Our Bible tells a story about a man named Elisha. Let’s learn how God
cared about where Elisha lived.
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LESSON 7 FOCUS:
God cares about where
we live.

MM The children will learn from the
Bible story in 2 Kings 4:8-13 that
God cares about where we live.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 9

2 Bible Story
During the days before your class, read 2 Kings 4:8-13 and the
Bible story presented below. Become comfortable telling the Bible
story rather than reading it to your class. Fold back the left edge of
Teaching Aid 9, along the dotted line, where Elisha is standing.
In class, have the children gather around you. Be sure that you can
comfortably see each one. Keep in mind that if you can’t see them,
they probably can’t see you. If you need to gain their attention, you
might whisper: I am ready to begin our Bible story. I see that (name
children who are listening and looking at you) are ready to listen.
When everyone is listening, begin the story time. Open your Bible
to 2 Kings 4:8-13. Show the class the Bible passage. Tell them that the
Old Testament Book of 2 Kings teaches us about God through things
that God did in the lives of different people who lived long ago. Put
your open Bible down in front of you as you tell the story. Keeping
your Bible open will help the children understand that the story you
are telling comes from the Bible.

God Cared about Where Elisha Lived: 2 Kings 4:8-13
LESSON 7

Elisha was a
prophet. He told
people about God.
Elisha didn’t
have a home to live
in. But he wasn’t
worried because
he knew that God
cared about where he lived.
Elisha went to a town called Shunem to tell the
people about God. A woman who lived in Shunem
knew Elisha loved and obeyed God. She asked
Elisha to come to her house for a meal.
Elisha gladly went with the woman to her home.
He was hungry! Elisha ate and talked with the
woman and her husband. Soon they became good
friends.
After that, every time Elisha went to Shunem,
he went to his friends’ house. And every time,
his friends made a nice meal for him. And every
time Elisha thanked God, and the woman and her
husband, for giving him what he needed.
One day, the woman suggested to her husband,
“Elisha comes here often to tell us about God. But
when he comes, he doesn’t have a place to live
here. Let’s make a room for him. When Elisha comes
to Shunem, he will have his own home.”
The woman and her husband built an extra room
onto their house. Now Elisha would have a place to
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live when he came to Shunem. The woman and her
husband added furniture for Elisha to use. (Show
Teaching Aid 9 with Elisha folded back. Point to
the items you name.) They carried a bed into the
room. They brought in a table and a lamp. They put
in a stool for sitting. They probably put in a water
jug and bowl that Elisha could use to wash himself.
Now the room was finished. This would be a
comfortable place for Elisha to live. The woman and
her husband could hardly wait to show Elisha.
The next time Elisha came to Shunem, he went
to see his friends as he always did. Imagine his
surprise when they showed him the room they had
made for him! (Unfold the flap on the teaching aid
to show Elisha.) He was so thankful that God had
used the woman to provide a place for him to live.
Elisha asked the woman what he could do to thank
her for her kindness. Elisha wanted to help her
because she had helped him.
But the woman only said, “I live with my own
people. I have everything I need.” This was her
way of saying that she knew that God cared about
where she lived. She had a home and all the good
things she needed. She didn’t want anything from
Elisha.
Elisha knew that God cared about where he
lived because of the way God had the woman make
a room just for him. God cares about where we live
too.

Bible Story Review Questions
22 Who was Elisha? A prophet, a man who told
people about God.
22 Why wasn’t Elisha worried that he didn’t
have a place to live? Elisha knew that God
cared about where he lived.
22 What did the woman know about Elisha?
She knew Elisha loved and obeyed God.
22 Where did Elisha go every time he went to
Shunem? Elisha went to his friends’ house.
22 Why did the woman want to build a room
for Elisha? Elisha did not have a place to live
in Shunem.
22 What did the woman do to make Elisha’s
room comfortable? She put in a bed, a stool,
and a table with a lamp, and probably a water
jug and bowl.

22 How do we know that God cares about
where we live? The Bible story about Elisha
shows us that God cares; God cared about

22 Who cares about where we live? God cares
about where we live.

Bible Story Review Activity
Early-elementary children enjoy playacting stories
they learn. Help your class act out this story.
Ask one child to act the part of Elisha, another to
be the woman, and one more to play the husband.
Involve other children in setting up a table and
chairs in the woman’s home.
Let your students act out Elisha visiting the
woman and her husband the first time for a meal.
Then have the children acting as the woman and
her husband decide to make a room for Elisha. Let
them rearrange the table and chairs to make Elisha’s
room. They might put some chairs side by side to
be the bed in Elisha’s room. Then have the child
acting as Elisha come again and let the woman and
her husband show Elisha his new home. Have Elisha
thank them for his new room. Then Elisha can sit
down to rest and thank God for caring about where
he lives.
Invite other children to act out the story again so
everyone has a turn to be involved in a story play.

Memory Verse Practice
This memory verse for the month helps us remember that God
gives us good things such as our homes. Help the children review
the verse by playing an echo activity. Tell the children to repeat after
you. Say the first word group given below. Invite the children to echo
the words. Say the first group again and add the second set of words.
Let the children copy again. Continue this pattern until everyone
is saying the complete verse and reference. Then demonstrate the
hand actions for each group of words as you say the verse together.
Encourage the children to copy your hand actions. Soon everyone
will be saying the verse and doing the hand actions.
The Lord (Point up.)
will indeed (Clap.)
give what is good. (Put hands over head as if making
a roof of a house.)
Psalm 85:12 (Clap, then snap.)

LESSON 7

22 How did Elisha and the woman know that
God cared about where they lived? The
woman said, “I have everything I need.” She
knew God had given her a place to live. Elisha
knew God had the woman and her husband
make a room so he would have a place to live.

where Elisha lived so we know He cares about
where we live too, and so on.

Memory Verse:
The Lord will indeed
give what is good.
Psalm 85:12
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LESSON 7 FOCUS:
God cares about where
we live.
MM The children will
choose activities that
help them practice
what they learned from
the Bible story in 2 Kings
4:8-13.

3 Bible Activity Choices
Provide these activity options for your students to choose from as they practice
how God cares about where we live. The game will require some space because
it helps the children get physically involved in their learning. The optional
materials suggested for A Neighborhood are not required for the children to
have fun with the play buildings and to broaden their understanding of God’s
care.

Elisha’s Room,
My Room
□□ Bible Beginnings, pages
39-42
□□ Scissors
□□ Tape or glue

LESSON 7

□□ Crayons

The children will review God’s
care for Elisha by taping or
gluing furniture into his room.
They can show God’s care for
them by drawing the room they
have. Point out the dotted line
cutting paths the children will
use to remove the things for
Elisha’s room that are given
on Bible Beginnings page 41.
Remind the children that our
rooms are different from Elisha’s,
but God cares where we all live.
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“Elisha Gets a
Room” Game
□□ Chairs

A Neighborhood
□□ Teaching Aid 10
□□ Tape or glue

JJOptional: plastic figures
Let the children play this
variation of London Bridge to act
out the care God showed Elisha.
Put one chair for each player
in a circle off to one side. Ask
two children to hold their hands
as the bridge in “London Bridge
Is Falling Down.” The other
children are “Elishas” who walk
under the bridge going to tell
people about God. Everyone
says the memory verse together.
On the word “good,” the two
children “catch” Elisha. They
take the one who was caught
to one of the chairs, pretend to
feed him and let him rest. The
game continues until everyone
has been “caught” and cared
for.

and miniature cars, butcher
paper, markers, play dough,
straws, green paper

Help the children see God’s
care for them in their homes
and other buildings in their
community.
Before class, punch out, fold,
and tape or glue the buildings
as directed on the back of the
teaching aid. Let the children
set up a play neighborhood and
talk about how God can use all
the different kinds of buildings
to give us places to live, shop,
and go to school. You might
provide butcher paper and
markers for the children to draw
streets, yards, parks, etc., for
their neighborhood. Tape green
paper to a straw stuck in a lump
of play dough for a tree.

LESSON 7 FOCUS:
God cares about where
we live.
MM To apply the Bible lesson about
God caring for Elisha, the children
will plan to thank God during the
coming week for caring about
where they live.

MATERIALS:
□□ Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 7
□□ Pencils or crayons
□□ Scissors and yarn

4 Bible Response

Elisha knew that God cared about where he lived. God cares about
where we live too.

22 How do we know God cares about where we live? Possible
answers might be: we learned it in our lesson today, the Bible tells us,
God cared where Elisha and the woman lived so we know that He
cares where we live too, and so on.
22 Tell us about where you live and why you like it. They might say
they like their rooms, or the size of their homes, the people who live
with them, how close their homes are to parks, or friends, and so on.
If children aren’t able to name something they like, talk with them
about how simply having shelter is a reason to be thankful.
Hand out the Make-It/Take-It page for this lesson. Read aloud the side
the children will use. Ask the children to write in the open space what
they like about their homes. Give the children time to think and write on
their wall hangings. Some might use ideas suggested just a moment ago.
When the children finish, give them a piece of yarn to tie through the
holes at the top for a string hanger on their wall hangings.
This week we can thank God for caring about where we live.

TAKE-HOMES
□□ Storytime for Lesson 7
□□ Elisha’s Room, My
Room
□□ Wall Hanging

22 When this week will you thank God for your home? Let the
children tell times they plan to do what they just suggested. Some
might want to start right away and continue throughout the week.
Others might name a specific day, time, or place that fits the activity
they planned. The more specific their plan, the more likely they
will be to see it through.

Seeing God throughout the Week
We learned today about the couple God led to help Elisha have
a place to stay when he came to visit their town. Talk with your
family about ways you can help visitors to your home feel loved and
welcomed.

Prayer Time
Let’s thank God for caring about where we live.
Begin a time for children to pray silently or aloud. Close
your prayer time.
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22 How will you thank God this week? Let the children think and
talk. They might plan to thank God in a prayer, put up their wall
hangings in a certain place, clean their room, take care of the yard,
and so on. Acknowledge the ideas given as their plans to thank God
for caring about where we live.

LESSON 8

Be a Friend

Today is Mother’s Day.
Some students may not have
a mother who is present in
their lives. Adapt the lesson
as needed to fit the various
family situations in your class.

Bible Basis: 1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42
Lesson Focus: Be friends to others.
Memory Verse: The Lord will indeed give what is good. Psalm 85:12

1

Bible Readiness:
To help connect their experiences with friends to the
Bible story about David and Jonathan becoming
friends, the children will play a game and talk about
friends.

JJGame: Two signs: “A Friend” and “Not a Friend,” tape
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story:
The children learn how Jonathan and David were
friends. Teach 1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42: David
and Jonathan Become Friends.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 11 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids)

LESSON 8

□□ Bible Story Review: Two sets of Bible Beginnings pp. 43-44
□□ Memory Verse Practice: No materials needed

3

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will participate in activities that help them
practice how God teaches us to be friends to others.
□□ Stand-up Cards: Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It for
Lesson 8, add-on figure of coat (from center of Early
Elementary Make-It/Take-It), tape

JJMaze and Story Pictures: Bible Beginnings pp. 45-46,
pencils
□□ Musical Friends Game: Chairs, PraisePac CD (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids), CD player

4

Bible Response:
The children will apply the Bible lesson about David
and Jonathan by planning to be friends to others this
week.
□□ Paper, pencils, scissors, Storytime for Lesson 8; optional:
fabric scraps
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).
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Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Understanding
the Bible
The loyal friendship between
David and Jonathan is one of
the most famous friendships
in history. Their friendship
endured personal risk and
the dissatisfaction of family
members. Through this
friendship, God provided for
many of David’s needs, including
his safety.
Jonathan initiated the
friendship quickly after David
killed Goliath. Clothing reflected
the owner’s personality. When
Jonathan gave his coat, etc.,
he gave a part of himself to his
friend. By these gifts, Jonathan
sealed his covenant of friendship
with David.
David was poor, but Jonathan
accepted David as his equal. All
David had to give Jonathan was
love and respect. Even though
Jonathan was Saul’s heir to the
throne, he placed his loyalty
with David. Jonathan recognized
David as the next king and
therefore requested that David
be kind to him and his family
when he took the throne.
David was distraught when
Jonathan died tragically in
battle (2 Sam. 1). David kept his
promise to be kind by taking
care of Jonathan’s only known
family survivor, Mephibosheth
(2 Sam. 9).

Teacher Devotional

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Early-elementary children are beginning to experience
a world of expanded friendships. Many will be entering
school classrooms with lots of children or participating
in church-related programs and clubs. Some will be
excited to have so many new friends while others will
be hesitant and shy. Today’s lesson is useful to all types
of children learning to be good friends.
— Point out that Jonathan befriended David even
when David was so different from him. David was a
poor shepherd. Jonathan was a prince. You can be
friends with anyone even if they look or act differently.
— Jonathan showed his care for David by sharing
his coat, sword, bow, and belt with him. Discuss how
good friends share with each other. They don’t share
toys they don’t want anymore, but their best toys that
they really enjoy.
— David kept his promise of being kind to
Jonathan. Remind children that friends are kind to each
other always. They say kind things to each other and
act in ways that show kindness.
LESSON 8

Everyone needs a friend. It’s part of how
God made us—to be in relationship
with Him and with others. Emerson said,
“The only way to have a friend is to be
one.” How would you complete the
phrase “A friend is someone who . . .”?
Scripture tells us that Jonathan
loved David as himself. True friendship
requires a selfless love. Jonathan also
knew he would lose his throne to David.
But instead of letting jealousy turn his
heart against David, Jonathan protected
David. Friends put the good of the
friend above their own good. Jonathan
spoke well of David to King Saul.
Friends tell only the best about their
friends to others. From your list of what
a friend is, circle the characteristics that
someone would find in you.
But most important of all, there was
a spiritual connection between Jonathan
and David. First Samuel 23 tells how
Jonathan ministered to David at a time
when David was living like an outcast in
the desert, daily fearful that Saul would
take his life. When Jonathan went to
David in the desert, he helped him find
strength in the Lord (1 Sam. 23:16).
You may have a friend or a student
that needs your encouragement. Ask
the Lord to make you a good friend
and help you strengthen your friend or
student. Trust God to bring you a friend
who will also encourage you.

Early Bird Options
Let the children who arrive early get involved
in something meaningful to do. Here are some
suggested activities.
Friend Search — Using books in your classroom
or old magazines, let students look for pictures of
friends. If you used old magazines, let children tear
out the pictures and make a collage poster.
What Is a Friend? – Let the children begin exploring
what it means to be a friend. Write the phrase “I’m
a friend when . . .” on a large piece of butcher
paper. Tape the paper to the wall at the children’s
height. Using markers, let the children write or draw
whatever they think would complete the sentence at
the top of the paper.

j Mother’s Day Gift – Let the children make gifts
for their mothers. Before class, remove the hearts
for this lesson from the center section of Early
Elementary Make-It/Take-It. Provide pencils, scissors,
and thread. Have the children fill in the blanks by
writing “Mom” after the “To: ____ ” and their names
after “From: ____ .” Show the children how to use
a pencil to punch out the hole and string thread to
make a hanging, glue a spring
clothespin on the back for a
holder, or put a magnetic strip on
the back to use as a magnet.
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LESSON 8 FOCUS:
Be friends to others.

1 Bible Readiness
Friend or Not a Friend? Game

MM To help connect their
experiences with friends to the
Bible story about David and
Jonathan becoming friends, the
children will play a game and talk
about friends.

MATERIALS:

JJTwo signs: “A Friend” and

LESSON 8

“Not a Friend”
□□ Tape

Today’s Bible lesson will show the children that God teaches us to be
friends to others. Use the following activity to get your students involved
in a fun way and help them think about how friends act. Before class,
make two paper signs that read: A FRIEND and NOT A FRIEND.
In class, tape the signs on the walls or other places where they are
separated and can be seen. Point to each sign as you read it aloud. Tell
the children you want to find out how they think friends act toward each
other. Explain you will read different things a person could do. Tell the
children to run, walk, skip, hop, or point to the sign they think is correct.
There aren’t any right or wrong answers. You just want to learn what they
think. Here are several statements to say. Feel free to make up your own.
NN You need one more person for a game so you ask the boy who
is new in your class to play. Are you being a friend or not being a
friend? Go to the correct sign.
NN A girl fell and cut her knee. Others laugh at her. Are the others
being a friend or not?
NN You go get the girl a bandage. Friend or not a friend?
NN You and your mom saw a man accidentally drop a dollar on the floor.
You get the dollar and go with your mom to give it back to the man.
NN You make a promise to a friend, but you don’t keep your promise.
NN Your Sunday school class is collecting a special offering to give to
a family who needs help. You give some offering.
NN A classmate asks you nicely to let her use the glue bottle that is
for everyone to share. You quickly decide you need some glue and
use it first.

Sharing Time
You have some pretty good ideas of how friends act. Come sit with
me to talk more about you and your friends.

22 Who is your friend? Give time for everyone to respond. It’s okay if
children have best friends outside of Sunday school.
22 How did you get to be friends? Encourage the children to
tell their ideas. They might tell how they met, how they became
friends, or they might not know.
22 What do you think friends do for each other? Let the children
think and talk. They might borrow ideas from your opening
activity and tell what they do for their friends.
22 Who teaches you how to be a friend? Listen to the children.
They might talk about parents, teachers, older brothers and sisters,
friends, and so on. Some children might not be sure. That’s okay.
You know a lot about being friends. Our Bible story for today is about
two boys who became friends. Let’s listen to our Bible story to learn
that God teaches us to be friends to others.
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2 Bible Story
MM The children will learn how
Jonathan and David were friends.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 11
Bible Review:
□□ Two sets of Bible Beginnings,
pages 43 and 44

LESSON 8 FOCUS:
Be friends to others.

Before class, study the passages for this lesson from 1 Samuel.
Then read the Bible story given below. Tell the story with interest to
highlight the ways Jonathan and David showed their friendship to
each other.
In class, gather the children around you so everyone can see you.
When you have their attention, tell them you will share a Bible story
from 1 Samuel. Explain that 1 Samuel is one of the books in the Old
Testament that tells about people who loved God and helped the
people learn about God. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 18:1-4 and
show the children where the story begins in chapter 18. Place your
open Bible in front of you. Pause for just a second of silence to build
some anticipation for the Bible story. Then begin the Bible story.

David and Jonathan Become Friends: 1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42
David accepted Jonathan’s coat, sword, bow,
and belt. David knew that Jonathan would be his
friend for a long, long time. He was glad to have
Jonathan as his best friend.
Once Jonathan was talking with his father, King
Saul. Even though Saul was unhappy with David,
Jonathan told his father why David was a good
friend. Jonathan talked about some of the things
David did very well. Jonathan showed he was a
good friend by saying nice things about David.
Jonathan was a best friend to David. He loved
David like he loved himself.
David also knew how to be a friend. David
showed his friendship by promising to always be
kind to Jonathan and everyone in Jonathan’s family.
David made this promise to Jonathan because he
wanted to be his friend for a long time. Jonathan
and David both knew that God would make David
the king someday. Jonathan knew David’s promise
would be very important for his safety when David
became King of Israel. And David showed he was a
good friend by keeping his promise for the rest of
his life.
David and Jonathan knew how to be friends.
They treated one another very well. God teaches
us how to be friends to others by telling us about
David and Jonathan in the Bible.
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David was a boy
who knew that
God loved him
very much. David
knew that God
would always
take care of him.
Because David
trusted God’s love so much, David was very brave.
(Fold Teaching Aid 11 to show the half picture
side of David and Goliath.) Once a giant man
named Goliath came to fight the best man in
the king’s army. All of the soldiers in King Saul’s
army were afraid to fight the giant. David wasn’t
a soldier, but he heard about Goliath. David was
brave. He knew God would take care of him, so he
fought Goliath and killed him! This made David very
famous and liked by everyone.
At that time, King Saul liked David because he
was so brave. Saul asked David to come live with
him. So David went to live at King Saul’s palace.
The king’s son, Jonathan, started being friendly
to David. Jonathan did things for David that
showed he wanted to be David’s friend. (Unfold the
teaching aid to show the full side with Jonathan and
David.) Jonathan took off his own coat and gave
it to David. Then Jonathan gave David his sword,
bow, and belt. They were very nice gifts. Jonathan
gave David these gifts because he loved David and
wanted to be David’s best friend.
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Bible Story Review Questions
22 Why did David move to King Saul’s palace?
The king asked David to come live with him.
22 Who was a friend to David? Jonathan, the
king’s son, was friendly to David.
22 What did Jonathan do to show he wanted
to be David’s friend? Jonathan gave his coat,
sword, bow, and belt to David.
22 What did Jonathan tell his father about
David? Jonathan told his father things David
could do well.
22 Why do you think Jonathan said good
things about David? Jonathan was being a
good friend. Jonathan wanted his father to
know more about David.

LESSON 8

22 How did David show he was a friend to
Jonathan? David promised to be kind to
Jonathan and his family.
22 What does God teach us from our Bible
story? God teaches us to be friends to others.

Bible Story Review Activity
Help the children review key parts of the story and
how Jonathan and David showed their friendship.
Remove two pages (43 and 44) from your Bible
Beginnings student books. It is not necessary to cut

out the masks for this
activity.
Place the pages so everyone can
see one Jonathan mask and one
David mask.
Talk about which mask is for David and which one
is for Jonathan. Help the children read the names
above each mask. Be sure all of the children can
identify each mask by character.
Tell the children to point to the mask of the
person who most likely would have said each of the
following statements. Read the statements given
below one at a time, allowing time for the children to
point to either mask to show their answers.
I killed Goliath. Now I’ll live with the king. David
Hi, I’m the king’s son. I want to be your friend.
Jonathan
You can have my coat. Jonathan
Thank you. This coat is very nice. David
Here, take my sword, bow, and my belt. You can
have them, too. Jonathan
Thanks for all of these gifts. You are my best
friend too. David
Father, David is my best friend. He can do so
many things well. Jonathan
I promise to always be kind to you and to
everyone in your family. David

Memory Verse Practice
The Bible memory verse reminds us that God does give us what
is good such as the gift of friends.
Invite one child to stand with you to say the verse with you.
After you say the verse once together, let the child pick a friend
to stand with you to make a verse choir of three members. Now
the three of you say the verse together. Send the newest member
of your verse choir of three to bring a friend to join your choir.
Say the verse together. Continue sending the newest member of
the verse choir to bring a friend into the choir until everyone is
standing and saying the verse together as one big verse choir.
If your class is large, you might send more than just the newest
choir member to bring a friend to join the choir group. This way
everyone will become involved more quickly.
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Memory Verse:
The Lord will indeed
give what is good.
Psalm 85:12

3 Bible Activity Choices
MM The children will participate in
activities that help them practice
how God teaches us to be friends
to others.

Stand-up Cards
□□ Make-It/Take-It for Lesson
8, add-on figure of coat
(from center of Make-It/
Take-It)
□□ Crayons or markers
□□ Tape

Be friends to others.

The three activity choices suggested below will give
your students different ways to use what you taught in
the Bible story. Children this age like to have choices.
Introduce all the available activities and let your students
decide which activity to do. Encourage them to try more
than one if there is time.

Maze and Story
Pictures

Musical Friends
Game

□□ Bible Beginnings, pages 45
and 46

□□ Chairs

□□ Pencils

□□ CD player

Let the children review the story
from 1 Samuel and extend it into
a real-life setting.
Tell the children to trace
the paths David and Jonathan
should take to meet in the
middle. Let the children use the
series of pictures on page 46 to
create and tell their own stories
of two friends. Some might want
to write their story, act it out, or
cut the pictures apart to make a
storybook of how God teaches
us to be friends to others.

□□ PraisePac CD

This game will help the children
be friends to others by including
everyone in the game.
Teach this variation of musical
chairs. Arrange a circle of chairs.
When the music stops, everyone
sits on a chair. Remove one chair
and start the music again. When
the music stops, the one who
can’t find a chair sits on the lap
of a friend. All of the children
are still included and no one is
“out of the game.” Continue
removing one chair after each
round. Each time, one more
student will sit on a friend’s lap.
The game continues until only
one chair remains and everyone
is sitting on a friend’s lap!
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Have the children make
reminders of how they can be
friends like Jonathan and David.
Tell the children to color the
pictures and tape the coat over
the X. Show how to fold and
tape to make a card that reminds
them of how the Bible teaches
us to be friends to others.

LESSON 8 FOCUS:
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LESSON 8 FOCUS:
Be friends to others.

MM The children will apply the Bible
lesson about David and Jonathan
by planning to be friends to others
this week.

MATERIALS:
□□
□□
□□
□□

Paper
Pencils
Scissors
Optional: fabric scraps

4 Bible Response
God teaches us to be friends to others with our Bible story about
Jonathan and David from 1 Samuel. Jonathan gave things to David
and said good things about his friend. David promised to always be
kind to Jonathan and his family. David kept his promise.

22 What are some ways you can be a friend to others? Encourage
each child to give at least one idea. You might hear about ways to
start friendships by asking others their names, saying good things
about others, including others in games, keeping promises, being
kind, giving gifts, and so on.
You have suggested many ways to show others we are their friends.
Jonathan gave his coat to David because that was just one way he
could show he was David’s friend. We can use the idea of Jonathan’s
coat to help us remember to be friends to others this week.
Hand out your paper, pencils, and scissors. Ask the children to draw a
simple coat on their papers. Then ask them to cut out their paper coat as
a reminder of how Jonathan showed he was a friend. Or you could give
each child a fabric scrap as a reminder of Jonathan’s coat.

LESSON 8

22 Who can you be a friend to this week? Give the children time to
think and plan. Encourage them to tell how they will be friends to
the people they name. They might talk about being kind, inviting
him or her to play, and so on.
Keep the little coat you made as a reminder of how you will be friends
to others this week.

Seeing God throughout the Week
TAKE-HOMES
□□ Storytime for Lesson 8

We learned today about the strong friendship between David and
Jonathan. This week, pray for the friends God has given you. Thank God
for their friendship, and remember to thank your friends when they are
kind to you. Do kind things for your friends and family, too.

□□ Character Masks
□□ Maze and Story
Pictures
□□ Stand-up Cards
□□ Reminder Coats

Prayer Time
Introduce a time for the children to take turns praying aloud.
Encourage them to tell God who they will be friends to and
how they will do this during the week. Let the children ask God
for help to be friends to others. Tell the class you will begin
the prayer time, then let them pray aloud if they want to. Then
close your prayer time after the children have had time to pray.

84

Early Elementary – Lesson 8

LESSON 9

I’m Afraid

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Bible Basis: Exodus 14:1-31
Lesson Focus: God can help us when we are afraid.
Memory Verse: The Lord will indeed give what is good. Psalm 85:12

1

Bible Readiness:
To help connect their experiences with fear to the Bible
story about God helping the Israelites when they were
afraid, the children will participate in an activity and
discussion.
□□ Puzzle Picture Stories: Teaching Aid 12 (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids)
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story:
The children will learn that God can help us when
we are afraid. Teach Exodus 14:1-31: God Helped the
Israelites When They Were Afraid.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aid 13 (from Early Elementary
Creative Teaching Aids), flannel board
□□ Bible Story Review: Large piece of butcher paper or yarn
and scissors

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will get involved in activities to review the
Bible lesson and think about when God can help them.
□□ 3-D Story Scene: Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It for
Lesson 9, scissors, yarn, tape
□□ God Helps Me Book: Bible Beginnings pp. 47–50, pencils,
crayons, stapler
□□ Bible Story Game: No materials needed

4

Bible Response:
To apply the Bible story about trusting God when they
are afraid, the children will choose to trust God to help
them with their fears.

JJPaper, pencils, trash can, Storytime for Lesson 9;
optional: a sink basin or bucket with water
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).

JJ

God led Moses and
approximately 2,000,000
Israelites out of Egypt 430
years to the very day after they
entered Egypt. God used a
pillar of cloud during the day
and a pillar of fire at night as a
visible symbol of His presence.
The direct route from Egypt to
Canaan was through the land
of the warlike Philistines. God
didn’t want them to face war,
lest they turn back to Egypt
(Exod. 13:17-18). God led the
Israelites on a more isolated
route. This was the route God
wanted His people to be on so
He could show His power to give
them what they needed.
The Hebrew text indicates
that the Israelites crossed the
Reed Sea (presently a part of the
Suez Canal zone) instead of the
Red Sea (presently the Gulf of
Suez). The Israelites were boxed
in by Pharaoh and his army on
their back side, the Bitter Lakes
and a mountain range on the
sides, and the sea in front of
them. But God came through
with a miracle.
Pharaoh pursued the
Israelites with 600 chariots.
These were the armored tanks of
Bible times. Each chariot carried
two soldiers, one to drive and
one to fight.
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3

□□ Memory Verse Practice: Teaching Aid 12 (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids)

Understanding
the Bible

Teacher Devotional

LESSON 9

God’s people were in a fearful spot. The
angry Pharaoh was behind them and the
Red Sea in front of them. No wonder
they were afraid. They didn’t know what
to do or where to go next. When have
you faced a similar experience?
The Israelites’ response was very
human. They grumbled and blamed
someone beside themselves for their
predicament. They forgot that God,
who had rescued them in the past with
mighty miracles, never changes and was
still with them. What are you anxious,
worried, or fearful about today? How
are you reacting to your fears?
Wherever you are, whatever you
are facing, whoever is pursuing you—
remember who God is and that He is
with you still! Just as Moses told the
Israelites, God is saying to you, “Do not
be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the
deliverance the Lord will bring you today.
. . . The Lord will fight for you; you need
only to be still” (Exod. 14:13-14).
A life of fear is not God’s plan for you.
He has declared His plans for your good
and your future (Jer. 29:11). In Hebrews
13:5-6, we read that “God has said,
‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake
you.’ So we say with confidence, ‘The
Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.
What can mere mortals do to me?’” Go
forward today with confidence in your
God.

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
Many children at this age deal with fears. Fears come
from various situations: the dark, dreams, school
bullies, intimidating adults, and TV. Life can be full of
scary experiences when you’re young. You can help the
children learn to trust God for help with their fears.
— God worked through Moses to help the Israelites
turn their fear into trust and praise. God has placed
people in the children’s lives that He can use when they
are afraid. Point out these Moses-like people in their
lives: parents, teachers, and trusted adults. Encourage
them to talk to these people about their fears.
— God wants us to call to Him just like the
Israelites called, “Help us, God!” Children can pray.
Encourage their prayers. God is always listening and
can help us.
— The children know God is powerful, but they
might not realize how God works. Talk with the
children about what has helped them with their fears.
Help them see God at work in those situations.

Early Bird Options
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Provide one or more of these suggested activities for
the children who arrive early. They will be involved
in meaningful and fun projects so you can be free to
greet parents and children.

Follow the Leader – In this lesson, the children will
learn how the Israelites followed Moses through
the sea to escape Pharaoh. Have the children play
Follow the Leader. Let them take turns being leader.

God’s Gift Box – This lesson is about
another of the gifts God gives us—
help with our fears. Let the children
make a gift box full of some of
the gifts God gives us. Put out the
Make-It/Take-It Early Bird Option for
Lesson 9, crayons, and glue. Show
the children how to fold and glue the box and bow
as a reminder of some of God’s good gifts.

Camping Out – The children will learn that the
Israelites were resting at a campsite. Help the
children think about their experiences at camping.
Put out drawing paper and crayons. Ask the children
to draw what camping is like for them.
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LESSON 9 FOCUS:
God can help us when we
are afraid.

1 Bible Readiness
Puzzle Game

MM To help connect their
experiences with fear to the Bible
story about God helping the
Israelites when they were afraid,
the children will participate in an
activity and discussion.

MATERIALS:
□□ Teaching Aid 12

This Bible lesson will teach the children God can help us when we are
afraid. Children this age sometimes find it easier to use fictional story
characters to talk about things like fears or worries. Use the puzzle game
below to help the children begin thinking about their fears.
Before class, separate the puzzle pieces from Teaching Aid 12 and
hide them where the children can reach. There are six pieces in the
puzzle. The first three pieces across tell one story and the second three
tell a different story. Each story is on a sequence of three puzzle pieces in
a line.
I hid six large puzzle pieces in our room. When I say “Go,” search
until you find all six pieces and bring them to me. Ready, set, go!
Work with the children to put the puzzle pieces together. You can
do this on the floor or on a table. Just make sure everyone can see the
puzzle when you are done. If you have good readers in your class, ask for
volunteers to read each piece of the stories aloud. Or, read the stories to
the class, pointing to the words as you read.
22 What was the boy afraid of in the first story? He was afraid of

going into a new class.
22 What was the boy afraid of in the second story? He was afraid
of trying to make new friends.
22 How did the first story turn out? He met another boy in his class.
22 How did the second story turn out? He made a new friend.
22 Who helped the boy to not be afraid? They might talk about his
mom or dad, God, the Bible, his friends, or the boy’s own courage.

Sharing Time
22 How does it feel to be afraid? Accept children’s feelings. The
children might not know many words to describe being afraid.
They might use words like shaky and nervous, but they all will
know they don’t like being afraid.

LESSON 9

The boy in these stories certainly was afraid, but he had help when
he was afraid. Let’s talk about our fears.

22 What makes you afraid? Listen to the children and accept what
they say. Understand their fears are real to them. Don’t let children
make fun of others. They might talk about new places where
they don’t have a friend, darkness, big dogs, family fights, people
leaving, getting lost, and so on.
22 Who helps you when you are afraid? The children might name
parents, brothers and sisters, God or Jesus, teachers, neighbors, etc.
Our Bible story is about some people who were afraid. The people
were the Israelites. Let’s listen to learn who helped the Israelites
when they were afraid.

Early Elementary – Lesson 9
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LESSON 9 FOCUS:
God can help us
when we are afraid.

MM The children will learn that God
can help us when we are afraid.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 13
□□ Flannel board
Bible Review:
□□ Large piece of butcher
paper or yarn and scissors
Memory Verse Practice:
□□ Teaching Aid 12

2 Bible Story
Before class, study Exodus 14 in your Bible. Read through the Bible
story given below. Remove the figures from the teaching aid. Attach
velcro, found in your teaching aid packet, to the back of the figures.
Then practice telling the Bible story with emotion while placing and
moving the figures as suggested in the story.
In class, help the children get settled around you so they can easily
see you and your flannel board. If you need to gain their attention,
clap a simple rhythm. Then quietly ask them to repeat your pattern.
Open your Bible to Exodus 14. Show the children the chapter as
you explain that Exodus tells how God worked with His people, the
Israelites, to teach them about His love and care. Keep your Bible
open as you tell the Bible story.

God Helped the Israelites When They Were Afraid: Exodus 14:1-31

LESSON 9

God’s people, the
Israelites, lived in
Egypt for a long
time. (Place Figure
1 on the board.)
They didn’t like
Egypt because
they had to work
as slaves and Pharaoh was mean to them. Pharaoh
was the king of Egypt. The people couldn’t leave
Egypt because Pharaoh wouldn’t let them go. The
people cried out to God for help, and He heard
their cries. God was going to help them. (Place
Moses, Figure 2, ahead of the people.) God sent
Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt to a new
land that God would give to them.
Moses went to Pharaoh and told him that
God wanted His people to leave Egypt. Pharaoh
wouldn’t let the Israelites go. He wanted to keep
them as slaves. God did many miracles until
Pharaoh finally let the people go. They quickly left
Egypt with all of their animals and everything they
owned. (Place animals, Figure 3, behind the people,
Figure 1.)
After traveling for several days, they camped
between some mountains with the sea in front of them.
(Place sea, Figures 4a and 4b, in front of Moses and the
people.) There they waited for God to lead them on.
Back in Egypt, Pharaoh changed his mind and
shouted, “I want those slaves back. Let’s go get
them!” Pharaoh and his army went on their chariots
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and horses to bring back the Israelites.
When the Israelites looked up and saw Pharaoh
and his army coming after them, they were terrified!
They cried out to the Lord, “Help us, God!” They
didn’t want to go back to Egypt!
Then they complained to Moses. They said,
“Why did you bring us out here in the desert to
die? We wish we had stayed in Egypt.”
Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid. Stand
firm. God will help you!”
God told Moses to raise up the stick he was
carrying and stretch out his hands over the sea.
(Replace Figure 2 with Figure 5.)
Suddenly God made a strong wind blow the sea
back on two sides. (Move the sea, Figures 4a and
4b, six inches apart.) The sea rose up into two walls
of water with a path between. Now the people
could walk through the sea on the path of dry
ground God had made for them. (Move Figures 1,
3, and 5 through the sea.)
As the Israelites walked safely through the sea
on dry ground, Pharaoh’s army followed them. Just
as God’s people reached the other side, Moses
again lifted up his hand over the sea. This time God
stopped the wind. The water walls came crashing
over Pharaoh’s army. All of Pharaoh’s army was
drowned, but all of God’s people were safe.
God helped the Israelites when they were
afraid. The people celebrated and thanked God for
helping them when they were afraid.
God can help us when we are afraid too.

Bible Story Review Questions
22 Why were the Israelites afraid? Pharaoh and
his army were coming to take them back to
Egypt as slaves.
22 What did the Israelites do when they
saw Pharaoh and his army coming? They
complained to Moses. They cried out for help.
22 Why did the Israelites complain to Moses?
They thought they were stuck. They weren’t
trusting God to help them. They wanted to
blame someone.
22 What did Moses tell the people? “Don’t be
afraid. Stand firm. God will help you.”
22 How did God help the Israelites when they
were afraid? God made a strong wind blow
the sea back on two sides to make a path of dry
ground through the sea; God stopped the wind
so the sea crashed over Pharaoh’s army.
22 Who can help you when you are afraid? God
can help us when we are afraid.

Bible Story Review Activity

Memory Verse Practice
Help with our fears is one of the good gifts God gives us.
Hand out the memory verse puzzle pieces from the back of
Teaching Aid 12. Place the puzzle pieces on the floor at the other end
of the room. Let the children take turns hopping to the end of the
room, picking up a puzzle piece and returning with it to the group. As
each piece is retrieved, encourage the children to work as a team to
put the puzzle together. When the puzzle is complete, say the verse
aloud with the children.

Memory Verse:
The Lord will indeed
give what is good.
Psalm 85:12

Early Elementary – Lesson 9
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Children enjoy acting out stories they learn because
it is fun and meaningful. Help them review this Bible
story with this review activity.
Ask one child to play Moses. Have some more
children hold a large piece of butcher paper or large
circle of yarn to represent the sea. Tell the children
that their paper or circle of yarn is the sea that God
took the Israelites through. The remaining children
can be either Pharaoh and his army or Israelites
camped by the sea.
Have Moses and the Israelites sit down to relax in
their camp. Place the children with the paper or yarn
sea in front of the Israelites. Send in Pharaoh and his
army from behind the Israelites. When the Israelites
see Pharaoh and his army coming, they say, “We’re
afraid. Help us, God.” Moses puts up his hands over
the paper or yarn sea. The children holding the paper
sea rip the paper so the Israelites can walk through. If
you use the yarn, give one child near Moses scissors
to cut the yarn. The children separate the paper or
yarn so Moses and the Israelites can walk through.
When Pharaoh and his army follow into the water,
they get covered by the butcher paper or wrapped
up in the yarn. Let Moses and the Israelites celebrate
and thank God for helping them when they were
afraid.

LESSON 9 FOCUS:
God can help us when we
are afraid.
MM The children will get
involved in activities to
review the Bible lesson
and think about when
God can help them.

3 Bible Activity Choices
All the action in this Bible story makes it fun for the children to explore how God
can help us when we are afraid. The Bible Story Game and the 3-D Story Scene
help review the Bible story. In the God Helps Me Book, the children are looking at
how the lesson applies to their own fears. The game takes up some space and may
require more teacher direction. The other choices may work better at a table.

God Helps Me
Book

3-D Story Scene
□□ Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 9

□□ Bible Beginnings, pages
47–50

□□ Crayons or markers

□□ Pencils

□□ Yarn

□□ Crayons

□□ Tape

□□ Scissors

LESSON 9

□□ Stapler

Children enjoy retelling stories
with action figures and story
scenes.
By completing their own
Bible storybooks, the children
will see that not only did God
help the Israelites, but God can
help us when we are afraid too.
Show the children how to
fold and arrange their storybook
pages. Help them staple their
books. Children trace key words
in the book and complete the
prayer on page 8 with either
words or pictures.
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Children enjoy retelling stories
with action figures and story
scenes.
Have children color the page.
Explain how they fold the pieces
to make the people stand up
and go through the deep sea.
Have them get into small groups
to retell each
other the Bible
story with their
story figures.

Bible Story Game
Here is a fun game that will help
the children review key action
parts of the Bible story.
Have some children stand
side by side in a line and hold
hands to represent the sea. One
child acting as Moses lifts his
hands, the children who make
the sea divide to let Moses
and the children who play the
Israelites walk through. When
the children playing the part of
Pharaoh and his army follow into
the sea, the children who make
the sea enclose them in a circle
to trap them. Then Moses and
the Israelites rejoice that God
can help us when we are afraid.
Have the children trade parts
and play the game again.

LESSON 9 FOCUS:
God can help us when we
are afraid.
MM To apply the Bible story about
trusting God when they are afraid,
the children will choose to trust
God to help them with their fears.

MATERIALS:
□□ Pieces of paper
□□ Pencils
□□ Trash can
JJOptional: a sink basin or
bucket with water

4 Bible Response
The Israelites were afraid when they saw Pharaoh and his army coming
after them. At first, they forgot to trust God. But when they asked
God for help, God helped them in an awesome way.

22 Who can help you when you are afraid? God can help us when
we are afraid.
We don’t always know how God will help us when we are afraid,
but He has promised to help us. And God always keeps His promises.
We need to remember that we can trust God to help us.

22 What is something that might make you afraid this week? Let
the children have time to think. Encourage volunteers to share
things they are afraid of. To get this discussion started, you may
want to share a fear you have with the children. It may be a new
idea for them to discover grown-ups sometimes have fears, too.

TAKE-HOMES
□□ Storytime for Lesson 9
□□ Story Scene
□□ Storybook

Seeing God throughout the Week
Today in our lesson we saw how God helped the Israelites when they
were afraid, and God will help all of us when we are afraid, too. If
you, someone in your family, or your friends are afraid, remember
God is always right there to help.

Prayer Time
Gather the children together for a closing time of prayer.
Depending on your group, you may choose to let each child
pray aloud to ask for God’s help this week or you may lead the
class in the following group prayer:
Dear God, I know You can help me when I am afraid. Help
me to remember to trust You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Early Elementary – Lesson 9
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Hand out paper and pencils to the children. Write a letter “F” on the
board or on a piece of paper large enough for the children to see. These
pieces of paper can represent our fears. If you want to trust God this
week with your fears, mark a letter “F” for fears on your paper. Let the
children have time to make their letter Fs.
God wants to help us when we are afraid. And no fear is too big
for God. He can help us get rid of our fears. Let’s show God we are
ready to trust Him to help us with our fears.
Encourage the children to tear up their paper, crumple it in the trash,
or sink it in a bucket or basin of water.
God can help us when we are afraid just as easily as we tore up
(crumpled or sank) our papers. You will still have times when you are
afraid. But now you know what to do—tell God about your fear, ask
Him to help you, and then trust God to help you.

LESSON 10

God’s Rules
Bible Basis: Exodus 19:1—20:17

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

Lesson Focus: God gives us rules.
Memory Verse: The Lord will indeed give what is good. Psalm 85:12

1

Bible Readiness:
To help connect their experiences with rules to the
Bible story of God giving rules to Moses, the children will
participate in a game and a discussion about rules.
□□ Simon Says Game: No materials needed
□□ Sharing Time: No materials needed

2

Bible Story:
The children will learn some rules God gives us. Teach
Exodus 19:1—20:17: God Gave His Rules to Moses.
□□ Bible Story: Bible, Teaching Aids 13 and 14 (from Early
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids), flannel board
□□ Bible Story Review: No materials needed
□□ Memory Verse Practice: No materials needed

3

Bible Activity Choices:
The children will pick from activities that help them
practice the rules God gives us.
□□ Maze and Hidden Words: Bible Beginnings pp. 51–52,
pencils

LESSON 10

□□ Book of God’s Rules: Early Elementary Make-It/Take-It for
Lesson 10, yarn, scissors, crayons
□□ Guess the Rule Game: Chairs

4

Bible Response:
To apply to their own lives the Bible story about God
giving rules to Moses, the children will plan ways and
times to obey God’s rules during the week.
□□ Bible Beginnings pp. 53–54, pencils, crayons, Storytime
for Lesson 10
This symbol will appear whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or whenever supplies are needed that are not included on
the list of standard materials (on page 6).
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Understanding
the Bible
The commandments were
intended to lead Israel to a life
of practical holiness. The first
four commands were to help
the people know God and how
to relate to God. The last six
commands defined how God
wanted His people to relate to
each other.
The result of obeying the
commandments would be a
community that would foster
the spiritual and physical
blessings of God. The people
could work and live in a setting
of widespread happiness
and peace. Through their
obedience, God would make
them “a kingdom of priests”
that would point all people to
God (Exod. 19:5-6). The Ten
Commandments are truly a
perfect gift from God to our
world of strife and conflict.
God intended that His
commandments be followed
out of love and respect for
Him. Obedience is a form of
worship that God desires (1
Sam. 15:22-23).
By the time of Jesus,
most people tried to use the
commandments as a means
to prosperity. Law keeping
became the goal and the love
of God tended to get lost.

Teacher Devotional

It seems like there are rules for
everything: fashion, conduct,
etiquette, classrooms, families, traffic,
playgrounds, games, and so on.
God gives us rules too. Read the Ten
Commandments in Exodus 20:1-17.
It is easier to accept rules when we
understand their purpose. God gives
us rules to show He loves us. He knows
what we need and what is for our good.
God’s rules help us to know Him better
by revealing His holiness and His justice.
But they also reveal a God who wants
His people to know His love. His rules
help us to be in right relationship to Him
and to live in ways that please Him.
God’s rules also teach us how to
live in right relationships with others.
God understands that without rules,
everyone would do what is right in his
own eyes. God’s rules show us how we
can teach others about our God by the
way we relate to others.
God isn’t out to spoil our fun—He
just wants us to know what is good for
us. He wants us to live a longer, more
satisfying life. Accept God’s rules as a
gift. Think about their value for your life
and the lives of the children you teach.
Help students understand that God can
help them obey His rules. Prayerfully ask
God to use His rules to conform your
heart, mind, and will to His purpose.

When Teaching the Bible to
Early-Elementary Students . . .
For early-elementary children, actions are either
right or wrong. Right gives rewards, wrong leads to
punishment and pain. Because they think primarily
in terms of self-interest, decisions on how to behave
are made in light of how badly they want to avoid
punishment (pain or isolation) or gain rewards (love
and acceptance from adults, treats, etc.).
— Explain that following the rules God gives also
has rewards—we will be happier and get along with
others better.
— Don’t assume your students “know the
rules.” Rules have to be taught or children rely on
past experiences to make decisions about present
circumstances. Make sure your children understand
what is expected of them while in your classroom.
— Let the children know that rules are not just for
children. Give examples from your own life of rules
you follow and the rewards of following them or the
consequences of not following them.

Give children who arrive early something meaningful
to do. Provide one or more of these lesson-related
activities. Use this time at the beginning of your class
to individually greet the children as they arrive.
Bible Verse Puzzle –
Today’s lesson will teach
the children about another
good thing that God gives
us. To help the children
begin thinking about the
fact that rules are a good thing, let the children
put together the memory verse puzzle pieces from
Teaching Aid 12. This will help them remember that
God gives us good things we need.

LESSON 10

Early Bird Options
Tic-Tac-Toe – Since this lesson is about rules, help
the children play an easy game that has well-known
rules. Encourage pairs of children to play on the
board or scratch paper. Encourage the children to
change partners after playing one or two games.
Also remind them to include other children who are
just arriving in your classroom.
Simon Says – The children will learn how we can
follow some of God’s rules. By playing this game, the
children will have fun as they consider the need for
having rules in our lives. Let the children play Simon
Says to get them thinking about following the rules
others give. Ask the children who lead to select a
new leader after every seven directions.
Early Elementary – Lesson 10
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LESSON 10 FOCUS:
God gives us rules.

1 Bible Readiness
Simon Says Game

MM To help connect their
experiences with rules to the Bible
story of God giving rules to Moses,
the children will participate in a
game and a discussion about
rules.

MATERIALS:
□□ None needed

This lesson will teach the children six of the Ten Commandments God
gives us. The activity below will get them thinking about rules.
Please stand up to play a quick game of Simon Says. I’ll be Simon
and give directions. Most children will know how to play. Don’t talk
about the rules, or how to play. Just begin the game, but without telling
them you are going to play by different rules.
Give a direction such as, Simon says, touch your toes. According
to the regular rules, the children will touch their toes. Act surprised
they touched their toes. Oops. You touched your toes, you’re all out!
Everyone play again.
Put a hand on your head. Follow your own directions. The children will
probably not follow you. Again, act surprised no one put a hand on their
heads. Well, no one followed my directions. You’re all wrong again.
The children will likely say you are not playing correctly. If the children
haven’t complained yet, play another round using your opposite rules.
Okay, let’s play one more time. Simon says, put your hands on
your shoulders. According to your opposite rules, the children should
not put their hands on their shoulders. Some will likely have figured out
your different rules and not put their hands on their shoulders.

22 What was wrong with our game?
22 How did it feel when I played by different rules without telling
you? The children might say they were confused, or that they didn’t
like the game, or the game was unfair. Admit that you knew you
were playing by different rules to get them thinking about rules.
Thank you for trying to play our game, even though I made it hard.
Let’s talk about rules.

Sharing Time
LESSON 10

22 What are other times and places people have rules to follow?
This will help them think of other rules and uses of rules besides just
games. They could suggest: classroom rules, school rules, playground
rules, rules for driving cars and riding bikes, and so on.
22 Why are rules important? The children will probably say we can’t
play a game like Simon Says if we don’t know and use the rules.
With more thinking time, the children might give more ideas such
as: rules help us know what to do or not to do, rules keep us safe,
rules help us be polite, and so on.
22 Who gives you rules? They will understand school principals,
teachers, parents, police officers, etc., make rules. Some children
might know God also gives us rules, but if they don’t that is okay.
We get rules from many different people and places. Today we will
learn from our Bible story that God also gives us rules. Let’s listen to
learn some of God’s rules.
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2 Bible Story
MM The children will learn some
rules that God gives us.

MATERIALS:
Bible Story:
□□ Bible
□□ Teaching Aid 13, (Figures 1
and 2)
□□ Teaching Aid 14
□□ Flannel board

LESSON 10 FOCUS:
God gives us rules.

Before class, study the Bible passages for this lesson. Read the Bible
story printed below. Remove the figures from the teaching aids.
Attach velcro, found in your teaching aids packet, to the back of the
figures. Put the figures in the order you will use them when telling the
Bible story in class.
In class, have the children gather around you. When they are ready
for the Bible story to begin, open your Bible to Exodus 20. Show
the children where the Ten Commandments are found. Explain that
Exodus tells us about God’s work with His people, the Israelites. Place
your open Bible before you. Then begin telling the Bible story.

God Gave His Rules to Moses: Exodus 19:1—20:17
work like we do on the other days. God expects the
day to be a time for worshiping Him. We worship
God by singing, praying, and learning about Him.
The first rule we learned is to love God. Then we
learned to worship God.
Another rule God gave is, “Honor your father
and mother.” This means treat your mom and dad
with respect. God wants us to listen to and obey
our parents and be polite when we talk to them.
We should treat our moms and dads as very special
people.
Another of God’s rules for us is “Do not steal.” It
is wrong to take things that belong to others if we
don’t have their permission.
Another rule God gave us says, “Do not lie.”
Even when we think we might get in trouble with our
parents or a teacher, God still wants us to be honest.
Another rule is to not want what others have. We
are to be happy with the things God has given us.
Love God, worship God, honor your father and
mother, do not steal, do not lie, and do not want
other people’s things—these are six of the rules
God gives us.
God wrote the 10 most important rules on
stone for Moses to take to the people. (Add
tablets, Figure 7, to Moses.) These are called the
Ten Commandments. The Ten Commandments are
God’s important rules.
(Replace people, Figure 8, with Figure 9.) People
are always happiest when they obey God’s rules.
We can be glad that God gives us rules so we know
how to please Him and get along with people.
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As the Israelites
traveled from
Egypt to their new
land that God was
going to give to
them, they often
stopped to camp.
One of these
camps was by Mount Sinai [SIGHnigh]. (Place Mount Sinai, Figure
6, on the right. Put the people,
Figure 1, and Moses, Figure 2,
facing the mountain.)
God told Moses to climb up Mount Sinai to meet
with Him. (Move Moses, Figure 2, up the mountain.)
The other people were to stay at the bottom of the
mountain. (Replace people, Figure 1, with Figure
8.) God came to the mountain in a thick cloud that
covered the top part of the mountain.
Everyone could hear God speaking. God gave
Moses some rules for all God’s people to obey.
These rules would help us know how to live so we
would please God. And God promised that if we
followed His rules we would be happy and things
would go well for us. The rules would also help us
know how to get along with each other.
God’s first rule is, “Love God.” God wants us
to love Him more than anyone or anything. God is
most important. Nothing matters more than God.
Another rule God gave is, “Worship God.” God
gave us this rule to have us save one day each week
just for Him. On this day, God doesn’t want us to
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Bible Story Review Questions
22 Why did God want to meet with Moses?
God wanted to give Moses some rules.
22 What does it mean to love God? God is most
important. Nothing matters more than God.
22 What can you tell us about God’s rule to
worship Him? God wants us to save a day
each week just for worship. We worship God
by singing, praying, and learning about Him.
22 How do we honor our father and mother?
Respect them. Listen to and obey your mom
and dad. Be polite to them. Treat your moms
and dads as special people.
22 What does God say about telling lies? Don’t
do it. God said He wants us to be honest and
tell the truth.
22 Why did God tell us to not steal? God
doesn’t want us to steal, it’s not good for us, it
hurts others. People who don’t steal get along
with others.
22 How will life be easier if we don’t want what
others have? No stealing, people are happier.
22 Why did God give us rules? So we know how
to please God, be happy, and get along with
others.

LESSON 10

Bible Story Review Activity

statements, and a thumbs-down for false. For more
movement have them stand up for true and sit down
for false. Have the children tell how to change false
statements to make them true.
NN The Israelites camped on top of Mount Sinai.
False, they camped by Mount Sinai.
NN Moses climbed up Mount Sinai to meet with
God. True
NN God came to the mountain in a thick cloud.
True
NN God’s first rule is, “Don’t take time to
worship God.” False, God’s first rule is “Love God.”
NN God’s second rule is, “Worship God.” True
NN God’s first rule is, “Love God.” True
NN Moses didn’t think the third rule was
important so he decided to forget about that
one. False, Moses didn’t forget about anything! God
wrote it down.
NN The third rule we learned that God gave was,
“Honor your father and mother.” True
NN God says, “Do not lie down to sleep.” False,
God says, “Do not lie.”
NN We can honor our parents by listening to
them. True
NN God does not want us taking things that
don’t belong to us. True
NN God gives us rules so we know how to please
Him and be happy. True
NN God gives us rules. True

Help the children review what they learned in
more depth with these true or false questions. Tell
the children to show a thumbs-up sign for true

Memory Verse Practice
The memory verse reminds us that God gives us what is good.
God’s rules are some of His good gifts.
Print the verse on a board. Point to each word as you read the
verse aloud and slowly with the children. Read the verse again.
Ask a child to erase any one word and draw a line in its place.
Say the verse together as you point to each word. Fill in the
missing word by memory. Have another child remove a word
and put a blank line. Have everyone say the verse again, filling in
the blanks. Continue replacing words with lines until everyone is
saying the verse by memory.
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Memory Verse:
The Lord will indeed
give what is good.
Psalm 85:12

3 Bible Activity Choices
MM The children will pick from
activities that help them practice
the rules God gives us.

Guess the Rule
Game
□□ Chairs

God gives us rules.

Provide as many of these choices as you can. Explain each
of the activities to the class, then dismiss them to decide
which activity each will do first. The Guess the Rule Game
works best when you or another adult also participates.

Book of God’s
Rules

Maze and Hidden
Words

□□ Make-It/Take-It for Lesson
10

□□ Bible Beginnings, pages 51
and 52

□□ Yarn

□□ Pencils

□□ Scissors
□□ Crayons

Let the children make reminders
of the rules they learned from
God’s Word.
Have children color the page.
Show them the perforations to
separate and how to fold and
put the parts together to make
an eight-page book. If you have
children who read on their own,
ask them to get into groups with
nonreaders so they can read
their books together. If you don’t
have enough children who read,
join the children at their activity
to read with them.

Give your students plenty of
opportunity to learn God’s rules.
Tell the children to follow the
winding paths that connect to
each commandment. Then point
out the words on the tablet
that the children copy onto the
blanks below. Let the children
find the same words hidden in
the picture on page 52.

LESSON 10

Have the children sit on chairs
in a circle. Tell them you will say
something they might do. They
should jump up when they can
tell which of God’s rules the
action fits with. Many actions
might be connected with more
than one rule. Ask the children
to explain why. Encourage their
independent, yet reasonable,
thinking. Here are some
suggested actions to tell the
children. Reasonable responses
are given after each one. Feel
free to add more of your own.
Dad calls you for bedtime,
and you come quickly. (Honor
your parents.) You accidentally
broke a dish. When Mom asks
what happened, you tell her
you dropped it, but didn’t
mean to. (Do not lie, honor your
parents.) You come to Sunday
school. (Worship God, love
God, or honor parents.) You go
buy things you need and don’t
just take them. (Do not steal.)
Your friend got a new bike and
you’re unhappy because you
want one just like it. (Do not
want other people’s things.)
Ask the children if they want
a turn to tell an action that
shows someone following one of
God’s rules.

LESSON 10 FOCUS:
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LESSON 10 FOCUS:
God gives us rules.

MM To apply to their own lives the
Bible story about God giving rules
to Moses, the children will plan
ways and times to obey God’s
rules during the week.

MATERIALS:
□□ Bible Beginnings, pages 53
and 54
□□ Pencils
□□ Crayons

4 Bible Response
Hand out Bible Beginnings, page 53. Let’s talk about how to follow
God’s rules. Point to the boy worshiping God.

22 What are some ways to worship God? The children will likely
suggest singing praise songs. Encourage them to suggest other
ways: think about God today, take it easy, pray, etc.
Point to the girl praying.

22 What are some ways to love God? The children will likely say
pray. Encourage them to suggest other ways: come back to Sunday
school next week, tell others about God’s rules, etc.
Continue this line of questions for each of the five rules on page 53. Here
are some possible answers for the other rules. Honor your father and
mother—always listen and obey, show them you love them, be helpful at
home, etc. Do not lie—be honest, and tell the truth. Do not steal—don’t
take things that don’t belong to you, or things that aren’t meant for you
to take.
Hand out pencils and crayons. Draw a circle around the rules you
want to remember this week. Let the children draw. They might circle
any number from none to five. Ask the children to turn over their papers
to the side with the picture of a blank tablet.
Turn over your page. Draw a picture or write some words on the
picture of a stone tablet that shows how or when you will obey one
of God’s rules this week. The children might draw ways to obey God’s
rules, or places where they will try to obey. Accept what they put on the
paper as their plans to apply this lesson.

LESSON 10

TAKE-HOMES
□□ Storytime for Lesson 10
□□ Maze and Hidden
Words
□□ Book of Rules
□□ “I Will Obey” Plan

22 What did you draw or write? Allow time for the children to show
and tell about their plans. Acknowledge their plans to follow the
rules God gives us.

Seeing God throughout the Week
Our story today told us God gave us rules to help us honor Him and
to be nice to others. Remember to do your best at following these
rules as you spend time with your family and friends.
Thank God for giving us rules to help us.

Prayer Time
Give the children time to talk to God silently about their plans
to remember and obey His rules. Ask Him to help the children
with the rules they will work on this week.
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Explaining Salvation to Young Children
Some children may be prepared by God’s Spirit to accept Christ as their Savior. Respond to
the Holy Spirit’s work by setting aside time to talk individually with those students. Following
are truths you might share from your Bible:
n God loves us. He wants us in His family (John 3:16; Gal. 3:26).
n All of us have done wrong things. These wrong things are called sins. Our 		
sins keep us from being part of God’s family (Rom. 3:23).
n God sent Jesus to die for the wrong things we do. He died to take away our 		
sins (John 3:36; Rom. 5:6, 8; Col. 1:14).
n We need to tell Jesus we are sorry for the wrong things we do. We can tell 		
Jesus we love Him and want to become a part of God’s family. When we do this, He is glad
to have us in His family (John 1:12-13).

When sharing, consider:

n Inviting a child to respond to each truth by asking what he or she understands.
n Letting the child ask questions.
n Telling the parents about the child’s interest or decision.
We act with the Holy Spirit in helping children to understand their sin and need
of a Savior. He will show us how to guide our students gently along God’s path.
Pray that whether it is today or years from now, all our children will receive
the gift of salvation and will grow in Christian discipleship.

Recipe for Play Dough

• 2 c. flour
• 1 c. salt
• 4 T. cream of tartar
• 1 pkg. unsweetened dry drink mix for scent and color
• 2 c. warm water
• 2 T. cooking oil
Stir over medium heat until mixture pulls away from sides to form a ball.
Store in airtight container. (For eight to ten children.)

Coming Next Quarter

God Loves Us
In June, your children discover ways we experience God’s love.
Scripture: Genesis, Matthew, Luke
Value: Faithfulness
We Love God
July lessons teach ways we can love the Lord with all our hearts.
Scripture: Genesis, 1 and 2 Kings, Psalms, and Jonah
Value: Holiness
We Love Others
August concludes the quarter’s lessons on how we show love to others.
Scripture: Matthew, Mark, Acts, and 1 and 2 Corinthians
Value: Generosity

SPARK YOUR HEART.
IGNITE YOUR MINISTRY.
FUEL UP FOR YOUR MISSION.
The most important work in the world is ministry: helping people of all ages come to know, love, and follow
Jesus. And, ministry is hard work. That’s why we’ve created a go-to place for ideas and inspiration.
By and for people serving on the front lines of the local church, MinistrySpark.com offers free ministry
resources, valuable insights from trusted practitioners, and the latest kidmin trends.

Download your free guides from MinistrySpark.com/resources.
Let’s spark something awesome today!
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