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Family Ideas for the Spring
Lessons 1-2, Palm Sunday, Easter, and Ascension
• God’s Special Son

T

hese lessons teach your child about who Jesus is. This unit also includes
lessons on Jesus’ triumphal entry, death and resurrection, and ascension.
NN Peter learns Jesus is God’s Son (Matthew 16:13-17; John 1:35-42).
NN Jesus prays for His friends (John 17:6-25; Hebrews 7:24-25).
NN Palm Sunday: Jesus makes His triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Luke
19:29-38; John 12:12-19).
NN Easter: Jesus is crucified, raised from the dead, and appears to His
friends (Luke 23:46—24:12, 1 Corinthians 15:4-5).
NN Ascension: Jesus goes back to live in heaven (Luke 24:50-53;
Acts 1:7-11; Romans 8:31-39).

Discover the Resurrection
To help your family focus on why we celebrate Easter, collect the items
listed below to represent parts of the resurrection story. Place the items in
a basket. As you read the resurrection story from an early readers Bible,
have family members find items that represents each part of the story. To
build anticipation to the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, read the story
over several days.

Unit

Memory Verses
Jesus is the Son of God.
1 John 5:5
Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and
today and forever.
Hebrews 13:8

NN Piece of bread (Last Supper)
n Three dimes (Coins given
n Piece of rope or string (whip)
to Judas)
NN Purple cloth (robe)		
n Thorny branch (crown of
n Nails (nails on the cross)		
thorns)		
NN Sponge on a stick (vinegar drink) n Toothpick (spear)
NN Strip of linen (burial cloth)
n Whole cloves (spices)
NN A small rock (tomb)		
n An empty container (the
					empty tomb)
TALK ABOUT:
• Why is Jesus’ resurrection important?
• How can we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection?

Spiritual Snippets – Prayer
Prayer deepens our relationship
with God. You can pray Scripture,
use written prayers, or pray using
words of your own. Set aside specific
times to pray individually and with
your children. Modeling is a great
way to teach your children to pray.

The Lord’s Prayer is a great example
because it guides us to praise God, ask
forgiveness, tell God about our needs,
and thank God. A great place to find
Scripture to pray is in the Psalms.

Palm Sunday

People Praise
Jesus as
Their King
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Bible Story based on Luke 19:29-38;
John 12:12-19

1.

Many people were going to
Jerusalem to worship God.
Jesus told two disciples, “Go to
the next town. Find a donkey
and bring it here.”

3.

The disciples brought the
donkey to Jesus. The donkey
had no saddle. So the disciples
put their coats on its back and
helped Jesus get on.

2.

4.

The disciples found the donkey
where Jesus said it would be.
They told the owners, “The Lord
needs it.” The owners let them
take it.

The people along the road
praised Jesus as their King.
They put their coats on the
road, waved branches, and
shouted, “Hosanna!”

Praising Jesus
Mrs. Li

Evan

Ava

liked to
asked

Jesus

paint

church

sing

. “Is it a picture of

. “Yes,” said

?”

. “Do you see the

people praising Him?”
at

“We learned a song about praising
,” said

. As he started to

,

got up from her chair and started
talking to her friend. “Stop!” said
“I cannot

and praise

.
while you two

are talking.”
“

loves

, too,” said

. “Would

you like to

with

?” And so they sang a

song together.
,”

“I know another way we can praise
. “At

said

room while we

, we march around the
.”

would like that, and

“

because

too,” said

would,

loves all the

different ways we praise Him.” So they marched
around the room and sang another song.
asked if he could

Then
of

, too.

a picture
I like
to paint, too.

Talk Time
LESSON FOCUS:

Cheer and shout
about Jesus!

With your child, talk about the different ways Evan and Ava
praised Jesus. How do you praise Jesus? Spend some time
praising Jesus together this week.

Going to Jerusalem

Follow the maze to get Jesus to Jerusalem.
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Jesus Is
Alive

Bible Story based on Luke 23:46—
24:12; 1 Corinthians 15:4-5

S

ome people didn’t believe
Jesus was God’s Son. They put
Jesus on a cross, and He died.
Joseph was Jesus’ friend. He took
Jesus’ body down and put it in a
tomb. Then he rolled a stone in
front of it.
Early on Sunday some women
went to visit the tomb. But
something was different. The stone

Easter
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was rolled away, and Jesus’ body
was gone.
Suddenly, two angels were there.
They said, “Why are you looking
for Jesus here? Jesus came alive
again, just as He said He would.”
The women ran and told Jesus’
disciples what they saw and heard.
Later, when the disciples saw Jesus,
they believed that Jesus is alive!

Cookie Surprises
Isaac was excited! Nana was coming.
Isaac loved her visits. Isaac and Nana
were going to make special cookies
that told a story. When Nana came,
Isaac asked if they could make the
cookies right away. “Let’s wait till
after dinner,” Nana said. Isaac ate
quickly. But he had to wait until Dad,
Caleb, and Nana finished eating.
Then they had to clean up the dishes.

Nana and Isaac got a bowl, a spoon, the mixer,
and all the ingredients to put in the cookies.
Nana let Isaac break the nuts with a spoon. As
he worked, Nana told him a Bible story about
someone who was beaten.

Isaac smelled the vinegar. Yuck! Isaac was
glad he did not have to drink vinegar like Jesus
did. They added the eggs, salt, and sugar
in the bowl. Each ingredient they put in the
cookies told part of the story.
Nana helped Isaac use the mixer. Then he
scooped the dough onto the cookie sheet.
They looked like little tombs. But the story the
cookies told was not over yet!

Nana put the cookies in the oven.
Then came Isaac’s favorite part!
He sealed the oven door with tape.

“Time for bed!” Nana said. Isaac
brushed his teeth, put on his pajamas,
and crawled under the covers.

In the morning, Isaac ran to the oven and Nana
pulled out the cookies. He took a big bite. Wait!
The insides of the cookies were empty, just like
Jesus’ tomb. Nana helped Isaac put some cookies
in a box to take to his friends at Sunday school.
Isaac was excited to celebrate
I like
with his friends that Jesus
making cookies,
do you?
died and is alive again.

Talk Time
LESSON FOCUS:

We can believe
text
that Jesus is alive!

Talk together about what the women found when they went
text
to visit Jesus’ tomb in the Bible story. Nana and Isaac found a
fun way to remember the story of Jesus’ resurrection by making
cookies in “Cookie Surprises.” Plan together a couple of ways you
can celebrate that Jesus is alive this week. Then thank God that
Jesus died and is alive again!

Resurrection Cookies

Make resurrection cookies like Isaac made with Nana to let your
child experience a hands-on retelling of the resurrection story. The
Bible verses listed at each step can be read to further explain how
each ingredient relates to the Resurrection.

To Make the Cookies:

You Will Need:
n 1 cup whole pecans
n 1 teaspoon vinegar
n 3 egg whites
n A pinch of salt
n 1 cup sugar
n A zip-top bag
n Wooden spoon
n Electric mixer & bowl
n Wax paper
n Cookie sheet
n Clear tape

1. Preheat oven to 300oF.
2. Put the pecans in a zip-top bag and
let your child break them up with a
wooden spoon.
3. Let each family member smell the
vinegar. Then put 1 teaspoon of
vinegar into the bowl.
4. Add the egg whites.
5. Add a pinch of salt.
6. Pour the sugar into the bowl.
7. Beat the ingredients with a mixer on
high speed for 12-15 minutes until stiff
peaks form. (If you let your child use
the mixer, supervise this carefully.)
8. Fold in the nuts.
9. Put spoonfuls onto a lined cookie
sheet.
10. Put the cookie sheet in the oven, close
the door, and turn the oven off.
11. Give each family member a strip of
tape to seal the oven door shut.
12. Leave the cookies in the oven
overnight.
13. In the morning, open the oven and
pull out the cookies. The cookies are
hollow.

Pecans - Soldiers beat Jesus. John
19:1-3
Vinegar - When Jesus was on the
cross, they gave Him vinegar to
drink. John 19:28-30
Egg Whites – These represent life.
Jesus gave His life to give us life.
John 10:10-11
Salt - Let each family member
taste a little salt. The salt symbolizes
the tears Jesus’ friends cried. Luke
23:27
Sugar - The sweetest part of the
story is that Jesus died because He
loves us. Psalm 34:8; John 3:16
Stiff peaks - The mixture is now
a light color. The light color
represents that we can be made
clean from our sins because of
Jesus. Isaiah 1:18; John 3:1-3
Mounds of dough - Each mound
reminds us of the tomb where
Jesus’ body was laid. Matthew
27:57-60
Sealed oven – Your oven is sealed
just as Jesus’ tomb was sealed.
Matthew 27:65-66
Overnight - Your family might be
sad to leave the cookies overnight,
just as Jesus’ friends were sad
when they placed Him in the
tomb. John 16:20, 22
Hollow Cookies - When the
women went to Jesus’ tomb, it was
empty! Matthew 28:1-9

Jesus Ch
r
same yes ist is the
terday an
d
today an
d forever
.
Hebrews
13:8
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Ascens ion

Jesus Goes
to Heaven
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Bible Story based on Luke 24:50-53;
Acts 1:7-11; Romans 8:31-39

1.

One day Jesus and His friends
went to a hill. Jesus blessed His
disciples so they would know
that He would always love them.

3.

Two angels came. They said,
“Jesus is living in heaven now.
But someday, He will come
back again.”

2.

4.

When Jesus was done talking,
He began to go up. A cloud
hid Him. He went up, up, up
into heaven.

Jesus’ friends went back to
the city. They were glad that
Jesus was alive in heaven. They
wanted to tell everyone that
Jesus always loves us.

Kaden, we will miss
you and Madison,
but we will only be
gone two weeks.

Do not go, Grandma.
I do not want
you to leave.

You can help your dad

But, Grandpa, who will
feed Golden Boy and all
the other farm animals?

We could never forget you!
We do not forget people we
love just because we go away.

Maybe you will forget
us. Maybe you will
not come back.

When Jesus went to heaven,
He did not forget His friends
on earth, just like Grandpa
and Grandma will not forget
us. Jesus loves us. He is
with all of us even though
we cannot see Him.

And we will pray for
Grandma and Grandpa
every day, just like
we always do.

We will call you when we get
to the mountains. We will
even send postcards, so you
know we did not forget you.

Saying Good-Bye

Saying
goodbye makes
me sad. Even if
it is just for a
short time.

Jesus always
loves us.

LESSON FOCUS:

Talk Time

I get it! We will not be
able to see Grandma and
Grandpa, but they will still
love us, just like Jesus does.

We will be waiting for
a postcard! And we will
not forget you love us.

In today’s Bible story, Jesus told His friends that He would always
love them, and then went back to heaven. Talk together about
why Madison and Kaden were sad in “Saying Goodbye.” What
did they learn? Talk together about what you think Jesus’ home
in heaven looks like. Then talk about practical ways we know
Jesus always loves us.

Grandma, I
want to give you
and Grandpa a
goodbye kiss.

feed Golden Boy. Madison
can help feed Pepper and
the other animals, too.
The animals will be fine.

Imagine Heaven

Jesus went back home to heaven. The Bible tells us that:
1.
2.
3.
4.

God is in heaven (Exod. 20:22; Deut. 26:15).
God created heaven (Gen. 14:19).
There won’t be any sadness in heaven (Rev. 21:4).
Jesus is preparing a place for us in heaven to be with Him
(John 14:1-3).

Draw what you think heaven might look like.

the
Jesus Christ is and
ay
same yesterd ver.
re
today and fo
Hebrews 13:8

Look back at your drawing. The Bible tells us we cannot
imagine what God has prepared for those who love Him
(1 Cor. 2:9). Heaven is better than what you imagined!
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Peter Learns
about Jesus
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Bible Story based on John 1:35-42;
Matthew 16:13-17

1.

Andrew and another man were
with John the Baptist when
Jesus came by. John said,
“Look, the Lamb of God.”

3.

Andrew brought his brother,
Peter, to meet Jesus. Peter
and Andrew became
disciples of Jesus.

2.

4.

Andrew and the other man
left John to follow Jesus. They
wanted to learn more about
Jesus. They went to the place
where Jesus was staying.

Later, Jesus asked His disciples
who they thought He is. Peter
knew! He said, “You are Jesus,
God’s Son.”

The Guess Who Game

Kaden Madison Mr. Young Mrs. Young Emma

and

cake

sing

India

were excited.

and her

family were coming to visit from
The wait was over.
lunch,

Jesus

.

was here! After

had a game. “I will give you a

clue, and you guess who the clue is about.
This mom makes the best

in the world.”

laughed. “I know! That is

.

Now it is my turn. I know a boy who likes to

ride his bike and eat

.” “That is me!” said

. “I know a man who is God’s Son.”
“That is
‘

,” said

. “Do you

Loves the Little Children’ in

“Yes,” said

. “We use different words.

I will teach it to you.”
they knew

?” 		

and

. Now they could

, God’s Son, in two languages!

were glad
about
I know
someone who is
colorful and
eats leaves.

Talk Time
LESSON FOCUS:

We can know that
Jesus is God’s Son.

In the Bible story, Peter learned that Jesus is God’s Son. Talk
together about how Peter knew Jesus is God’s Son. In “The Guess
Who Game,” what game did the kids play with Mr. Young? Who
did they say Jesus is? Discuss how we know Jesus is God’s Son.
Then, play the Guess Who Game together using people you
know and Bible characters.

Jesus Loves
the Little
Children
Jesus loves the little children
All the children of the world
Red and yellow
Black and white
They are precious in His sight.
Jesus loves the little children
Of the world.

Jesus
the Son is
of God.
1 John 5
:5

Jesus died for all the children
All the children of the world
Red and yellow
Black and white
They are precious in His sight.
Jesus died for all the children
Of the world.
Jesus rose for all the children
All the children of the world
Red and yellow
Black and white
They are precious in His sight.
Jesus rose for all the children
Of the world.
Words by: Clare Herbert Woolston
Public Domain
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Jesus Prays for
His Friends
Bible Story based on John 17:6-25;
Hebrews 7:24-25

J

esus showed His love for people
by teaching them and healing
them. Jesus also showed His love
by praying for everyone who loves
Him as their Savior. He prayed that His
disciples would be kept safe from the
men who didn’t like Jesus teaching
the truth about God. Jesus prayed
that His disciples would work together
to help everyone know Jesus as their
Savior.

Lesson 2
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Then Jesus prayed for everyone who
has ever loved Him. We are included
in Jesus’ prayer. Jesus prayed for us.
He prayed that we would be safe and
have joy. Jesus prayed that we would
get along with each other.
Jesus lives in heaven now. Jesus
continues to show His love for us by
praying for us. Jesus prays that we
will get along with each other. Jesus
prays for us because He loves us.

Why were you
praying for me?

Dear God, I pray
for Evan and Ava
that they would love
and follow You.

Do you
pray for
me a lot?

I pray for
you and Ava
and Mommy
every day.

Daddy, what are
you doing?

Wow! Can
I pray
with you?

Praying for Me

Sure. Let’s read
a Bible story
together
and then
we can
pray
for the
people
we love.

I am spending time
with God reading the
Bible and praying.

Jesus prays
for us because
He loves us.

LESSON FOCUS:

Talk Time

He prays for all of us
because He loves us.

I did not know
Jesus prayed
for me, too.
That is cool!

I was praying for you
because I love you and I
want you to love God.

I am glad we got to spend
time reading the Bible and
praying together, but now
let’s go eat some breakfast.

In today’s Bible story, Jesus prays for His disciples and for
everyone who would ever love Him. Read John 17:20-21 in a
children’s Bible. Discuss with your child why Dr. Li prayed for his
family. Spend time thanking Jesus for praying for you. Then pray
for those you love.

Please help our
whole family love
You more. In Jesus’
name. Amen.

Refrigerator
Prayer Wall
Use your refrigerator as a prayer wall to help you remember to
pray for your friends, just as Jesus prayed for His friends.

You Will Need:
n Alphabet magnets
n Magnetic strips
n Pictures to represent things you can pray for such as health, school,
work, relationship with God, or relationship with family, etc.
n Optional: photos of friends

To Make Your Magnetic Prayer Wall
Use some space on your refrigerator to
write with magnets the names of each
family member’s friends. Place magnetic
strips on the pictures to represent things
you can pray for your friends. You could
also attach magnets to the back of photos
of your friends and put them on the
refrigerator instead of using the alphabet
magnets. Each time someone opens the
refrigerator, pray for a friend listed on the
wall using one of the prayer ideas.

Jesus is
d.
the Son of Go
1 John 5:5
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I’m going
to put my
prayer wall
on a tree.

God Made
Plants for
Our World

Lesson 3
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Bible Story based on Genesis 1:11-12; 2:9a

A

t the very beginning, God
made the world. Only God
can make all the plants for
our world. God made soft green grass
to walk on. And He made trees that
give cool shade. God saw that the
trees and grass were very good.
God made fruits and vegetables
that would be good to eat, too!
Some grew on trees and bushes. And
some grew in the ground. God saw

that the fruits and vegetables were
very good.
God wanted beautiful colors in
His world, so He made flowers. Some
were yellow; some were red; some
were blue; some were purple. God
saw that the flowers were very good.
Only God can make plants. He
saw grass, trees, fruits, vegetables,
and flowers. And God knew that
everything was very good.

The Nature Walk

Mr. Wood

school

One day,

Isaac

trees

flowers

Nana

daffodil

Mrs. Allen

tulip

took his class on a nature walk

around the
.

Michael

. They saw

and

pointed to a flower. “Do you know

what this flower is?”
“I know! It is a
is

,” said

. “A

’s favorite flower.” The class looked at the

leaves on
“Look!”

and the bright
said. “Here is a

.
. I helped

plant some.”
a

or a

helped each child cut

for the classroom.

After

told

about the walk.

“How do plants grow?” he asked. “God makes
plants grow from tiny seeds,”

said.

God must be pretty amazing to make all of
the different

and

said. “Yes,” agreed
and

we saw,”
. “Only God can make

.”

My favorite flower
is a dandelion. What
is your favorite
flower?

Talk Time
LESSON FOCUS:

Only God can
make plants.

This week’s Bible story highlights God’s creation of plants. Talk
with your child about creation and how only God could make
something from nothing. Isaac and Michael took a nature walk
with their class and discovered several plants that God made.
With your child, name as many plants as you can think of. Thank
God for creating those plants.

I Spy Nature Walk
As a family, take a walk through your neighborhood or go
to a nearby park. Use the detective sheets below to help
you find some of the plants God created. If the weather or
something else this week prevents you from taking a walk,
look through a picture book or magazine to find these
plants or parts of plants.

Everything
created is God
good.
1 Timothy
4:4

Branch with thorns

Pointy-edged leaf

Smooth-edged leaf

Rough tree bark

Evergreen needles

Clover

Blades of grass

Branch with buds

Maple seed

Blades of grass

Rough tree bark

Branch with buds

Veins on a leaf

Flower with five petals

Pointy-edged leaf

Smooth-edged leaf

Dandelion

Branch with thorns

Bush with flowers

Branch with thorns

Red flowers

Smooth tree bark

Veins on a leaf

Dandelion

Bush with flowers

Maple seed

Smooth tree bark

Branch with buds

Fruit tree

Flower with five petals

Veins on a leaf

Evergreen needles

Red flowers
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Fruit tree

Clover

Blades of grass

Lesson 4

God Made
the Animals
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Bible Story based on Genesis 1:20-25

1.

God made all kinds of animals.
He made the animals that live
in the water. He made birds
that fly in the sky.

3.

There are farm animals like
cows that give us milk. And
there are tiny worms that
crawl under the ground.
Wiggle, squiggle.

2.

4.

God made animals that live on
the land, too. There are wild
animals like striped zebras that
run through the jungle.

God looked around the world.
He saw that the animals had
places to live and food to eat.
God knew all the animals He
made were very good.

The Newest Animal
Mr. Young brought Madison, Kaden, and
their friends, Alex and Sophia, to Grandpa
Young’s farm to see the animals.
Grandpa was happy. “I have a surprise.
There is a new baby animal on the farm.
Can you find it?” He gave them clues to find
the newest animal. “The animal’s legs are
wobbly now,” said Grandpa. “It will be able
to stand better when it is older.”
“Is it big?” asked Kaden.
“It is small now,” said Grandpa. “But it will be
big when it grows up.”
Sophia and Madison looked around.
Cluck, cluck. There was a mother
chicken with baby chicks. Were the
baby chicks the newest animals?
Sophia remembered Grandpa Young
said the newest animal would grow
up to be big. The baby chicks would
never be very big. They were not the
newest animal.

d
Everything Go .
d
o
created is go
1 Timothy 4:4

Alex and Kaden
saw Pepper
running around.
Bark, bark. Its legs
weren’t wobbly.
Pepper was not
the newest animal.

Sophia and Madison ran to the barn.
Neigh, neigh. The girls saw Golden Boy,
the pony. Golden Boy was old. He could
not be the newest animal.
Then, the girls heard Starlet the cow.
Moo, moo.

Sophia grabbed Madison’s arm. “Look,”
said Sophia. “Starlet has a baby too!”
The girls watched the baby calf stand up.
“Its legs are wobbly,” said Madison. “And
it keeps falling down.”
Sophia said, “The calf is small. But it will be
big like its mom someday.”

“Kaden, Alex, we found it!” shouted the girls.
The boys ran over to see the baby calf.
Starlet moo, moo’ed in a little voice. The baby
calf stayed close to his mom where it was safe
and warm. The kids were happy to be at the
I am
farm to see the animals.

glad God
created me!

Talk Time
God made all
kinds of animals.

In the Bible story, God created all kinds of animals. In “The
Newest Animal,” what animals did the kids see? Which one was
the newest animal? Talk with your child about favorite animals.
How did God create those animals to be unique? Thank God for
the animals He created.
Answer Key: 1. Iguana; 2. Parrot; 3. Fish; 4. Dog; 5. Butterfly; 6. Zebra; 7. Horse

LESSON FOCUS:

Animal Match-Up
Can you match each close up picture
to the animal it matches?

1

2

3
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4

5

6

7

Lesson 5

God Made
People
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Bible Story based on Genesis 1:26-28;
2:18-22; Psalm 8

1.

God made a beautiful world.
He made the earth, sky, and
water. He made tall trees and
animals that live in the water
and on the land.

3.

God made another special
person. This time He made a
woman. She was named Eve.

2.

4.

Then God made a very special
creation. This creation was
different from the others. It
was a man! God named him
Adam.

People were God’s most
special creation. After God
made Adam and Eve, He
didn’t forget about them. He
kept taking good care of them.

Rainy Day Friends
Mia

Mrs. Scott Sophia

Ms. Lopez

Rascal

ball

wanted to play. It was
was busy. “You can play with
tried to play with
fetch a

,” said

.

, but could not throw it back.

. She could not eat

“It is

. Everyone

. She could

would not sit still while

Soon,

book oranges raining

and

read a
with

.

knocked on the door.

so hard I cannot see the road,” said

. “Can we come in until it stops
“Yes, come on in,” said

?”

.“

wanted

threw the

to each

someone to play with.”
and
other.

tried to catch it. Then the girls ate
and read a

, while

nap. “It is fun to play with

took a
,”

said to

. “But playing with you is more fun.”

How did
God create you
to be special?

Talk Time
LESSON FOCUS:

People are God’s
special creation.

In the Bible story, God made a very special creation in His image.
What was God’s special creation? In “Rainy Day Friends,” Mia
found out some things that only people can do. What were those
things? With your child, name other things that only people can
do. Thank God for making us—His special creation!

God’s Special
Creation

Decorate the people shapes with crayons, markers, construction
paper, or fabric scraps to look like your family or friends. Your
family and friends are God’s special creation, too!
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Everything
created is God
good.
1 Timothy
4:4

Lesson 6

People Care
for God’s World
Bible Story based on
Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7-8, 15, 18-23

G

od made a wonderful world. He
made the land, sky, and water.
God created the plants. He
made all kinds of animals. Then God
made a man. God named the man
Adam. God put Adam in the Garden
of Eden to take care of the garden.
God told Adam to name the
animals. So Adam did.
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Adam needed a helper so God
made a woman and brought her to
Adam. Adam named the woman
Eve. Eve helped Adam take care of
the world that God made. Adam and
Eve took care of the plants by helping
them grow. They cared for the
animals by being kind to them. God
wants people to care for His world.

Farm Chores
Kaden was visiting Grandpa’s farm with his friend,
Michael. Kaden showed Michael around the farm.
Grandpa Young walked past the boys, carrying
a pail of water. “I’m glad I found you,” he said.
“I need some help. Grandma usually helps me,
but she is busy making dinner.”
“Wow!” said Ben. “I never worked on a farm before.”

“Let’s feed Golden Boy first,” said
Grandpa. “Then you can brush his coat
and get all the dirt out of it. He loves
being brushed.”
It took a long time to brush out
Golden Boy’s coat. When the boys
were done, Golden Boy pranced
around and neighed.
“That’s his way of saying thank you,”
said Kaden.

“Now what can we do?” asked Michael.
“We could feed Grandpa’s dog,
Pepper,” said Kaden. So the boys
put a scoop of dog food in Pepper’s
bowl. Pepper ate all his food. Then he
wagged his tail. “Look, he is thanking
us,” said Michael.

Then the boys saw the rabbit cage. The
rabbits were hungry, and their cage needed
to be cleaned. “I know how to take care of
rabbits,” said Michael. “Munchkin is my pet
rabbit at home.”
The boys put fresh paper in the rabbits’ cage.
Then they fed the rabbits some hay and green
vegetables. Their noses twitched as they
nibbled, almost as if they were smiling.

Clang, clang. “What is that loud noise?”
asked Ben. “It sounds like a big bell.”
“That is Grandma’s way to let us know it
is dinner time,” said Kaden.

“We helped your grandpa take care of the
animals,” said Ben. “Now your grandma is
taking care of us! Let’s go. I’m hungry!”

Talk Time
LESSON FOCUS:

God wants
people to care
for His world.

God gave Adam and Eve an important job in the Bible story.
What was that job? Kaden and Michael helped Grandpa Young
care for the farm animals. Discuss other ways your family can
care for God’s creation. Thank Him for the wonderful world He
created for you to live in.

Taking Care of
God’s World

Taking care of God’s world involves more than just caring
for animals. You can do one of these simple family activities
to care for other parts of God’s world.

Trash Pickup
Take out the trash! Grab your gloves
and garbage bags, and get to
work. Choose a spot within your
neighborhood or near the church that
needs a little TLC. You can even drive
around town and look for spots that
need the most care. Don’t forget your
hats and sunscreen!

Clean Green

Many store-bought cleaners
contain chemicals that are
harmful to your health and
pollute the environment.
Mix two parts white vinegar
to one part water to make
an all-purpose cleaner.
Add several tablespoons of
fresh, strained lemon juice
for a nice scent. You can
use this cleaner on floors,
countertops, tile—anywhere
except marble.
I am going
to recycle
this when
I am done.

Egg Carton Garden

Turn your world green and create
something useful at the same
time. Fill cardboard egg cartons
with potting soil and seeds for
various herbs (sage, marjoram,
dill, etc.). Plant multiple types of
seeds in each carton, one type of
seed per egg cup. Be sure to label
them! Keep the tray in a sunny spot
and keep the soil damp. When the
seedlings sprout, they can be transplanted
into larger pots by cutting the tray apart and
planting the whole cardboard egg cup in the soil.
You can also give the seedlings to neighbors, friends,
and families.

For the Birds

d
Everything Go .
od
created is go
1 Timothy 4:4
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Birds play an important role in every
ecosystem, not to mention that
having birds nearby brings beauty
to your home and music to your
ears. As a family, build a birdhouse
or bird feeder. You can find
instructions online to make them
from recycled material. Hang your
birdhouse or feeder in your yard or
give it to a neighbor, family friend,
nursing home, or local school to enjoy.

Lesson 7

A Room
for Elisha
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Bible Story based on 2 Kings 4:8-13

1.

Up the road, down the road.
Elisha went from town to town.
God had picked Elisha to be a
prophet. A prophet told people
about God.

3.

One day the woman had a good
idea. She asked her husband
to build a room for Elisha. Bam,
bam went the hammers. Soon
the room was ready.

2.

4.

A kind woman lived in one
town. She fixed a meal for
Elisha every time he came to
town. She knew that Elisha
worked hard to do God’s work.

Elisha came to town again.
He was happy to see his new
room. He thanked his friends.
And he thanked God for
caring about where he lived.

Moving Day
Alex was sad. Aunt Carla was
moving! Today, Alex, Mama, and
Sophia would help Aunt Carla pack.
Aunt Carla asked Alex to put her books
in a box, but Alex just sat and looked
at the books.
Aunt Carla sat down beside him.
“Alex, can you help me pack so I can
move?” Aunt Carla said.
“If we do not pack, does that mean
you will not move?” said Alex hopefully.
“Sorry, chico,” said Aunt Carla, “I
have to move for my new job, but I will
just be a couple of hours away. We
can still see each other.”
“But what about your yard? It is
perfect for playing hide-and-seek. Can
we pack your backyard?” asked Alex.
“I like my backyard, too, but I cannot
take it with me,” said Aunt Carla.
“What about the room I sleep in
when I come over? Can you take it?”
asked Alex.

can sleep. You can see the whole city
from the window,” said Aunt Carla.
Soon they finished packing and Alex
watched Aunt Carla’s friends put her
things into a moving truck.
“I have a surprise, Alex,” said
Mama. “We are going to go help
Aunt Carla unpack and see her new
house. Let’s go!”
Alex was still sad Aunt Carla was
moving, but he was excited to see her
new house. When they got to Aunt
Carla’s new house, Alex explored every
part of it. He saved the attic for last.
He ran up the stairs and looked out
the window. Aunt Carla was right! You
could see the whole city from there.
Aunt Carla followed him to the attic
and gave him a big hug. “I know you
do not want me to move, but you can
come visit me any time.
Chico
means little boy
God gave me this nice
in Spanish.
house to live in for
my new job.”

“No, I cannot take the room, but my
new house has a fun attic where you

Talk Time
LESSON FOCUS:

God cares about
where we live.

In the Bible story, a kind man and woman built a room for Elisha to
live in. Talk together about why Alex was sad. What were the special
things in Aunt Carla’s new house? What are the special things
about where you live? Discuss the different types of places God
gives people to live in. Thank God for the place He gives you to live.

deed
will in od.
The
t is go
a
h
w
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85:12
m
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Lord

I am moving
to a nice warm
cocoon. Have you
ever moved?

Moving Day
Can you help Alex and his family follow the
moving truck to Aunt Carla’s new house?

Start

Finish
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Lesson 8

David and
Jonathan Are
Friends
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Bible Story based on 1 Samuel 18:1-4;
19:1-7; 20:1-42

1.

David was brave. He wasn’t a
soldier, but he fought and killed
Goliath.

3.

The king’s son, Jonathan,
wanted to be friends with
David. God helped them both
learn to be good friends.

2.

4.

King Saul saw how brave David
was. So he asked David to live
with him.

Jonathan and David showed
that they were friends. Jonathan
took off his coat and gave it to
David. David promised to be
kind to Jonathan.

Emma’s New Friend
Emma

India

Dr. Parker

girl

book colored jump rope ball

moved to

the girls

with her family. Her

dad is a doctor.
One day,

went with

to work.

was lonely, because she did not have
any friends, so she read a
a picture. But

. Then she
was still lonely.

went outside to play.
She saw a
talked to her, but

smiling at her.
did not speak much

Hindi. The

shared her

with

.

the

and tossed the

inside and
.

played together with
.

pointed to a picture and said
said it in Hindi.

said it was time to go.

was glad she made a new friend in

Talk Time
LESSON FOCUS:

Be friends
to others.

went

pictures and looked at a

the word in English. The
Soon,

and

.
What do
you like to
do with
your friends?

This week’s Bible story is one of the most famous stories of
friendship. Who were these two friends? How did they care for
each other? Discuss why Emma was lonely. How was the other
girl a friend to Emma? Talk about specific ways your child can be
friends to others. And then pray for your friends.

Friend Frames
As a family, make picture frames to give
to friends and to keep as a reminder
to be friends to others.

You Will Need:
n Cardboard
n Construction paper, craft foam, 		
scrapbook paper, or craft sticks
n Decorative supplies

n Glue
n Photos
n Pencil
n Ruler
n Scissors

The Lord w
ill
give what indeed
is good.
Psalm 85:1
2

To Make Your Friend Frames:
1. Have an adult cut a rectangle from cardboard and paper
or foam. (You might want to use a 6x8 rectangle for a 4x6 picture.)
2. Glue the paper or foam to the cardboard.
3. Glue the picture in the middle of the paper or foam rectangle.
4. Decorate your frames with any supplies you have. If you didn’t glue
the picture down in step 3, make sure to leave room for a picture
when you are decorating.
5. Fold a small piece of cardboard and tape it to the back of the
frame for a support.
6. Give your frame to someone who has been a friend to you or
display it to remember the friends God has given you.
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STEP 5

Lesson 9

God Helps
His People

Bible Story based on Exodus 14:1-31

G

od’s people were slaves for the
Pharaoh of Egypt. Moses led
the Israelites out of Egypt.
The people left Egypt with all they
owned. They stopped traveling to
camp by a sea.
Pharaoh and his army came to
bring the Israelites back to Egypt.
The Israelites were afraid and asked
God to help.
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God did help. Moses held his
arms out over the sea. God made a
strong wind split the sea.
Now the people could walk
through the sea on dry land.
When the people were through
the sea, God let the wind stop. The
water crashed over Pharaoh’s army.
God helped His people when they
were afraid!

When I am afraid,
I will trust in You.

Mia, please
put away your
toys and get
ready for bed.

Good night,
Mia.

…In Jesus’
name.
Amen.

Good night,
Mia.
I love you.

Afraid!

I will turn on
your nightlight.
Do not forget
your Bible
verse. Let’s
say it together.

DADDY!

Daddy, do not
turn out the
light. I do not
like the dark.

God can help
us when we
are afraid.

LESSON FOCUS:

Talk Time

The storm woke me
up. I am scared.

What is wrong, Mia?

It’s dark in
here! Can
someone turn on
a nightlight?

Sure, Mia. Let’s pray and
ask God to help you not be
afraid of the storm and to
go back to sleep quickly.

Sometimes I forget God
can help me when I am
scared. Will you stay
here for a little bit while
I fall asleep again?

The Israelites were afraid in the Bible story. Talk with your child
about why they were afraid and how God helped them. Mia
was also afraid. Why was she afraid? How did God help her?
Share with each other some of your fears and then ask God for
His help.

When I am afraid,
I will trust in You.

Mia, remember God
is always with you
and can help you
when you are scared.
Let’s say your Bible
verse together.

What Can You Do
When You Are Afraid?
Can you use the code to finish Mia’s special verse?

Code:
A=

¢

D=

H

F=

l

O=

,

R=

K

S=

^

U=

u

Y=

I=

s

T=

3

k

When ______ am ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______,

¢

s

l

K

¢

s

H

______ will ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

s

3

K u ^ 3

in ______ ______ ______. Psalm 56:3

k

indeed
The Lord will ood.
g
give what is
Psalm 85:12
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,

Do you
have a special
verse that helps
you when you are
afraid?

u

Lesson 10

God Gives
Us Rules

Bible Story based on Exodus 19:1—20:17

T

he Israelites camped by Mount
Sinai. God told Moses to climb
the mountain. God gave Moses
rules for all God’s people. The first rule
is to love God. This means we must love
God more than anything else. Another
rule is to worship God. We are to keep
one day each week to show our love
for God. The next rule is to honor your
father and mother. This means we must
listen to and obey our parents. God
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wants us to be polite and respectful
toward our moms and dads. Two rules
are short: do not steal; do not lie. It is
wrong to take things that belong to
others. We must always tell the truth.
God wrote the 10 most important
rules on stone tablets. The rules have
also been written in the Bible for us to
read.
People are always happiest when
they obey God’s rules.

Rules of the Game
On Saturday afternoon, Isaac
and Caleb lay on the floor of
the living room playing their
favorite board game. “Three,
four, five.” Isaac counted as
he moved his game piece
and landed in the mud pit.

Caleb rolled, counted out three, and
picked up a treasure card. Isaac rolled
again and moved ahead two.

“Isaac, that’s not how you play!” shouted
Caleb. “You landed on the mud pit. Now
you have to be stuck until you get a six.
You only got a two.”
“It’s too hard that way. I’ll never get a
six. You are already winning. It doesn’t
matter. I’m changing the rules,” said
Isaac.
“You can’t change the rules,” Caleb said.
“You change the rules all the time. How
come I can’t do it?” Isaac asked.
“I do not!” Caleb argued.

Dad heard the boys arguing and walked into the
room. “Boys, what’s going on in here?” he asked.
“Isaac is trying to cheat so he doesn’t have to stay
in the mud pit.” Caleb said with a grumpy face.
“No I didn’t! The rules are too hard and Caleb
is going to win. He changes rules all the time,”
Isaac yelled.

Dad sat down next to the boys and said,
“We all like to change the rules, especially
when it will help us. But God gives us rules
for a reason. Rules keep us safe and help
us get along with others.”

Caleb looked at Isaac and asked,
“Are you ready to play fair?”
“Yes, it’s more fun when we get
along,” answered Isaac.

Talk Time
LESSON FOCUS:

God gives
us rules.

Talk together about the rules God gave the Israelites in the Bible
story. Share with your child why God gave us rules. Isaac had
trouble following rules when he and Caleb played a game.
Which of God’s rules did Isaac have trouble
What is
obeying? Talk about the rules you and your child
your favorite
game?
have trouble obeying. How can you help each other
obey God’s rules?

Family Rules
Get together as a family and decide on some important rules
to follow. Start by brainstorming the rules everyone thinks your
family should have. Write them down to keep track of the ideas.
After you have come up with as many rules as you can think of,
decide which rules should stay, which rules can be combined,
and which rules should go. The adults have the final say on the
rules, but involve everyone as much as possible.

When you have your
final list, make a family
rules poster. Be as
creative as you want.
Hang the rules poster
where you can see it.

indeed
The Lord will ood.
g
give what is
Psalm 85:12
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A rule in my
family is to look
both ways before
crossing a leaf.

Lessons 3-6 • God’s Wonderful World

T

hese lessons help your child begin to realize that God created this amazing
world for us.
NN God made many different kinds of plants (Genesis 1:11-12; 2:9a).
NN God created many different kinds of animals (Genesis 1:20-25).
NN God created people as His special creation (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-22;
Psalm 8).
NN God wants people to care for His world (Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7-8, 15, 18-23).

Recycled Bird Feeder
This simple bird feeder is made from recycled materials. Hang the bird
feeder where you can see it from a window and enjoy watching the
birds that will come to eat out of it.
You Will Need:
NN A clean, plastic one-liter bottle
NN Two wooden spoons
NN Permanent marker
NN Knife
NN Small eye screw
NN String
To Make Your Bird Feeder:
1. With a permanent marker, make an x where you would like
each spoon perch to be.
2. Directly across from each x, draw a circle slightly larger than
the spoon’s handle.
3. Have an adult use a craft knife to cut out the x and each circle.
4. Slip the spoon handle first through the circle and then the x.
5. Have an adult twist a small eye screw into the bottle cap.
6. Fill your feeder with bird seed and put the cap back on.
7. Tie a string on your birdfeeder and hang it from a tree or hook.
TALK ABOUT:
• What is your favorite part of God’s creation?
• How can we care for the world God created?

Ideas for Prayer
NN Let your children hear you pray and talk about your experiences in
prayer. Pray aloud with and for your child.
NN Encourage your child to use his or her own words when
talking with Jesus to emphasize He is our friend. He wants
to hear what we say because He loves us.
NN Show your child we can pray anytime. Pray spontaneous prayers for
events of the day, courage when you are scared, or needs you see
around town such as a car accident.
NN Teach your child some simple memorized prayers.

Look for
these kids
each week!

Unit

Memory Verse
Everything God
created is good.
1 Timothy 4:4

Family Ideas for the Spring
T
Lessons 7-10 • God Meets Our Needs

hese lessons highlight the things we need to live and how God gives us a
place to live, friends, and rules. He also helps us when we are afraid.

NN God helps Elisha have a place to live (2 Kings 4:8-13).
NN David and Jonathan become friends (1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42).
NN The Israelites cross the Red Sea (Exodus 14:1-31).
NN God gives His commandments to Moses (Exodus 19:1—20:17).

What We Need Collage
Make this simple collage to help your family think about what you need and
how God provides for our needs.
You Will Need:
NN Old magazines
NN Poster board or butcher paper
NN Scissors
NN Glue or glue sticks
NN Markers
To Make Your Collage:
1. Cut out pictures of things your family needs.
2. Glue the pictures on the poster board.
3. Write “God gives us what we need to live,”
and the unit memory verse on the
poster.
4. Hang your poster where you will see
it and remember the good things
God gives your family, even more
than we need.

Unit

Memory Verse
The Lord will indeed
give what is good.

TALK ABOUT:
• How does God give us what we
need to live?

Psalm 85:12
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