Ascension

Jesus Loves Us
Scripture: Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:7-11; Matthew 28:20
Lesson Focus: Jesus always loves us.
Memory Verse: Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24
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Getting Ready for the Bible

For children to relate their own experiences with the story of Jesus going
back to live in heaven, they will talk about people loving them.
•   Opening Activity: Teaching Aid 2 (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids); optional: classroom helper
•  Sharing Time: No materials needed
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Bible Story Time: Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:7-11;
Matthew 28:20
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The Bible and Me
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The children will learn how Jesus went back to live in heaven.
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 5 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•  Bible Story Review: Teaching Aid 5 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

Lesson Video for Step 2!
Use the code on the inside
front cover of this
teacher’s guide.

To better understand that Jesus always loves them, children will explore
activity centers.
•  Cloud Activity: Cotton balls
•  The Hug Game: PraisePac CD (from ), CD player, yarn
•  Bible Coloring Page: Page for Ascension (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It),
crayons; optional: cotton balls, glue

Going Home with the Bible

By choosing a place to put a heart symbolizing that Jesus always loves
them, the children will plan to remember the Bible story.
•   Paper hearts, Bible, My Sunday Pictures Ascension
This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more time.

Understanding the Bible
Jesus’ ascension took place 40 days after His resurrection
(Acts 1:3). He led His disciples to the vicinity of Bethany
(Luke 24:50), a small town on the Mount of Olives. The
Mount of Olives was a ridge to the east of Jerusalem. He
chose to make His triumphal entry into heaven from the
same spot He had earlier made His triumphal entry into
Jerusalem.
After Jesus talked to His disciples, He was taken up
into the clouds. He was seated at the right hand of God
(Mark 16:19). The place of honor beside a king was at his
right hand (1 Kings 2:19). It was fitting that Jesus return to
that place (Heb. 1:3). At this time, many of the disciples
still believed Jesus would set up His kingdom on earth,
give them political independence, and establish them in
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a place of leadership. Jesus had explained that the power
would be spiritual rather than political. He told them to
wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit’s power (Acts 1:4-5).
They would receive an infusion of supernatural “power”
(Acts 1:8). The Greek word translated “power” is based
on the root dunamis [DOO-nuh-miss], from which we get
words such as dynamic and dynamite.
Acts, which was also written by Luke, chronicles
the spread of the Gospel in the geographical order Jesus
described. The disciples were first witnesses in Jerusalem
(Acts 1—7). Then they went to Judea and Samaria (Acts
8—9). Finally, they traveled throughout the world as they
knew it—Caesarea, Antioch, Asia Minor, Greece, and
Rome (Acts 10—28).

Lesson Focus: Jesus always loves us.

Teacher

Devotional
God the Father was in control
from the start. He sent His
Son, Jesus, to earth because
He loves us so much (1 John
4:10). When Jesus’ work was
completed, He lifted the Son
back to Himself. Jesus promised
that He would come back
someday. Only the Father
knows the day when the Son
will return (Matt. 24:36).
God didn’t leave the world
on its own after Jesus went
back to heaven. He is still in
control. You are part of His
plan. He has not simply set you
on earth and abandoned you.
Ephesians 1:5 talks about how
God has adopted you as His
child. He predestined believers
to be adopted as His sons and
daughters through Jesus Christ.
Your heavenly Father is in
control to help in times of stress
or difficulty. Praise God for His
love for you. Spend time in
prayer praising Him for having
chosen you as His child.

Welcome Time Activities

These activities engage your children in a fun and purposeful way while
freeing you to interact with arriving parents and children. The centers
require little supervision and can be set up before class. Greet each child,
direct him or her to a center, and suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing

Create a simple ball by knotting a pair of rolled-up socks into the toe of
a knee-high stocking. As children toss the ball back and forth, they will
see the ball always falls. This will help them begin to understand how
miraculous it was that Jesus went up into the clouds in today’s Bible story.

Projects

Let children stamp cotton balls dipped in white paint on blue paper to
make pictures of the sky. This project will help the children relate to the
Bible story. You may want to have the children wear paint shirts. Wet wipes
can help clean up messy hands.

Table Play

Set out toy phones or blocks. Let children pretend to talk with each other
or a relative who lives far away. This play provides a background for
introducing today’s Lesson Focus, “Jesus always loves us.”

Teacher Tip

Preschoolers learn by asking lots of questions. Answer their questions by
connecting the answer with things they already know. This week, your
children may ask where heaven is and how Jesus got there. Explain that we
do not know exactly where heaven is located, but we do know that Jesus
went up and that God used His power to bring Jesus home to heaven.

Worship Time
You may want to have a short worship time
before you begin today’s lesson.
•  Call your students to worship by playing the
song “God Gives Us His Special Son” from the
PraisePac CD.
•  Let the children pass the offering container.
Lead the children in a prayer of thanksgiving. Dear
God, thank You for all You give us, including
offerings to help others who don’t know about
You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
•  Even though we can’t see Jesus,
He does love us. Let me teach you
a song about what Jesus does for
us. Teach the following words to the

tune “Good Night, Ladies.”
Verse 1—Jesus loves us,
Jesus loves us,
Jesus loves us,
He loves us every day.
Verse 2—Jesus listens,
Jesus listens,
Jesus listens,
He listens when we pray.
•  Jesus is alive and living in heaven. We can
talk to Him by praying. He does hear us. Let’s
pray together right now. Dear Jesus, we know
that You are alive. Thank You for always loving
us. We love You, too. In Your name. Amen.
Preschool – Ascension
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Getting Ready for the Bible
For children to relate their own experiences with the story of Jesus
going back to live in heaven, they will talk about people loving them.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 2; optional: classroom helper

Attention
Grabber
If the children need to be gathered
together into a group or you need
to focus their attention back to you,
ask them to “mirror” your actions in
a game of “Copy Me.” Be sure to do
the actions without talking. Do what
I do as you copy me.
Clap hands three times.
Turn around.
Sit down.
Clap hands three times.
Fold your hands and
set them in your lap.

Opening Activity
When the children are seated in a circle and
ready to listen, introduce the puppet. Talking
about the puppet or someone who loves
them, then seeing the puppet or person leave
the room, helps the children understand
today’s Bible story where Jesus goes back to
live in heaven.
(Put Shaggy, Teaching Aid 2, on your
arm.) Hi Shaggy! We’re glad you came to
Sunday school today! (Let Shaggy whisper
in your ear.) Shaggy wants you to know that
Teaching Aid 2
he loves you. He loves (name a child in your
class). He loves (name another child in your
class). Continue until all the children have been named. Shaggy
always loves us. Now Shaggy is going to leave the room so we can’t
see him.
(Put Shaggy outside the door and return to the circle.) Shaggy
isn’t with our group right now. He isn’t even in the room. But
Shaggy still loves us. How do you know Shaggy loves us? (Accept
the children’s answers. They may range from a simple “because” to
“he said so.”) Even when we can’t see him, Shaggy loves us.
(Get Shaggy from outside the door, and return to your seat with
Shaggy on your arm.) Shaggy, did you love us when you couldn’t
see us? (Have Shaggy nod his head.) You love us when you are with
us and you love us when you can’t see us. Let’s talk about people
who love us.
You may choose to do this activity with a classroom helper. If
using the helper, have the helper tell each child in the class that he or
she is loved.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time for
each child to say something. This gives every child
an opportunity to connect to the Bible story and
Lesson Focus through his or her own experience.
You can encourage sharing by talking about people
who love you.

NNName someone who loves you but is far away.

Children will give a variety of answers. A child’s
definition of “far away” may range from not being
able to see someone to understanding that a person
has to travel hours or days to come see them. They
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may name a parent, grandparent, older brother
or sister, relative, or friend who has moved. Some
children will give specific names. Encourage all the
children to tell about at least one person.
How do you know they love you? There will be
many different answers. Depending on the age of
your children, they may talk about what a person
does for them; who sends them mail, packages, or
email; and who calls them on the telephone.

NN

Many people love us, even if we cannot see
them. Today we’re going to learn that Jesus always
loves us. In our Bible story today, Jesus goes back
to His home in heaven. As you hear the story,
listen to find out how Jesus went back to heaven.

Lesson Focus: Jesus always loves us.
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Bible Story Time
Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:7-11; Matthew 28:20
The children will learn how Jesus went back to live in heaven.
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 5, Bible

Bible Story
Assemble the moving parts of the poster according
to the directions on the back of Teaching Aid 5.
Open your Bible to Luke 24. Our story today
comes from the Bible. It is found in the book of the
Bible called Luke. (Show the children where Luke
24 is in your Bible. Keep your Bible open to Luke
as you tell the story.) You may also want to show
the children where Acts 1 and Matthew 28 are in
your Bible. Tell the children that these parts of the
Bible also tell about when Jesus went back to live in
heaven.
The Bible tells us about
Jesus. It tells us that after
Jesus came back to life,
He did many of the same
things He did before. He
walked with His helpers and
talked with them. He ate
with them and prayed with
them. (Pretend to eat, then
fold your hands as if you were
praying.) One day Jesus had
something very important to
tell His helpers. Pat, pat, pat.
Teaching Aid 5
(Pat your knees. Encourage
the children to pat their knees
and repeat the words, “pat, pat, pat.”) He led them to
a place outside the city of Jerusalem that was very
quiet. (Place the figure of Jesus in the slit of Teaching
Aid 5 so He appears to be talking to the disciples.
Show Teaching Aid 5.)
Jesus told His helpers, “I want you to tell the
people in Jerusalem about Me. Then I want you
to go to the places that are farther away. Tell the
people you meet all about Me. Keep going until
you have traveled around the whole world telling
everybody about Me. Tell them I came to show My
love. Tell them I died and came back to life. Tell
them that I love them.”
Then something wonderful happened. Jesus
began to rise up into the sky. Up, up, up. (Move the
figure of Jesus in the slit so He appears to go up into
the clouds.) He didn’t come back down. Instead,
He went higher and higher until He disappeared

into the clouds. His helpers could not
see Him anymore. They kept looking
up into the sky for Jesus. Then Jesus’
helpers saw two angels standing near
them. (Remove the figure of Jesus.
Place the figure of the angels in the slit
between the groups of disciples.)
The angels said, “Why are you
standing here looking up into the
sky? Jesus has gone back to His home
in heaven. But someday He will come
back through the clouds just like He
went up.”
(Remove the angels.) The helpers
were happy. They knew that Jesus
loved them. Pat, pat, pat. (Pat your
knees. Encourage the children to pat
their knees and repeat the words, “pat,
pat, pat.”) The helpers went back to
Jerusalem. They began to tell others
about Jesus and His love. Jesus always
loved His helpers. Jesus always loves
us, too.

Bible Story
Questions
NN What did Jesus tell His helpers to
do? Tell people about Jesus.
NN How did Jesus go back to heaven?
He rose up into the clouds.
NN Why were Jesus’ helpers happy after
the angels talked to them? They knew
that Jesus loved them.
NN What does Jesus always do? Jesus
always loves us.

Preschool – Ascension
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Bible Story Review Activity
This activity reviews the Bible story of Jesus going back to heaven to live. The children should be
seated in a circle. Lay Teaching Aid 5 in the middle of the circle. Have the figures of Jesus and
the angels separate from the poster.
Let’s play a game called “Show Me.” I’ll ask you to show me part
of the story. One of you will put the figure of Jesus or the figure of the
angels in the right place on the poster.
•  Show me Jesus talking to His helpers. He’s telling them to tell others
that He loves them. (Jesus by the disciples.)
•  Show me Jesus going up into the
clouds. (Jesus moving up to the
clouds.)
•  Show me the angels talking to the
helpers and telling them that Jesus
always loves them. (Angels by the
disciples.)
Repeat until all the children
Teaching Aid 5
have had an opportunity to move
the figures.

Bible Memory Verse
Jesus lives forever. Hebrews 7:24
As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice
or the rhyme, or both.

Practice

This week have your class sing this song to the familiar tune “This Old Man.” The music helps the
children remember the words. Because Jesus lives forever, He always loves us. First, say our Bible
verse with me. Say the verse with the children. Now let’s sing our Bible verse together.
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

In the book of Hebrews 7:24.
(Hold hands open like a book.)
Jesus lives for-ev-er.
(Point up, then open arms wide.)

Bible Rhyme Time

The Bible verse is found in the third line of the rhyme. After reviewing the rhyme, divide the children
into two groups. Have one group say the first line. The other group says the second line. Have the
groups repeat the process as they say the entire rhyme. Jesus told us not to forget that He always
loves us. Let’s say our Bible rhyme to each other.
Group One: Morning sun is shining bright,
(Touch fingertips overhead.)
Group Two: Wear a smile this happy day!
(Point to smile.)
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Group One: We know that Jesus lives
forever,
(Clap hands together.)
Group Two: So let’s all say, “Hooray!”
(Jump on the word “Hooray.”)

Lesson Focus: Jesus always loves us.
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The Bible and Me
To better understand that Jesus always loves them,
children will explore activity centers.
In today’s Bible story, from Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:7-11; and Matthew 28:20, your class learned that
Jesus went back to live in heaven. To help the children understand that Jesus always loves them,
choose one or more of the following activities. This week the Cloud Activity requires the most
teacher supervision. If you choose not to do that activity, the Hug Game will require the most
supervision.
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When you are ready to move to the last
step in your lesson, have the children clean up
the centers and gather into a big group. You
may want to use this rhyme to help attract their
attention.
Clean up, clean up,
One, two, three.
Can you clean up
Just like me?
Preschool – Ascension
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Going Home with the Bible
By choosing a place to put a heart symbolizing that Jesus always loves them, the
children will plan to remember the Bible story.
NN Materials: Paper hearts, Bible

Cut out a paper heart for each child before class.
After cleaning up, have the children sit in a circle
either on chairs or on a rug on the floor. Show the
children once again where Luke 24:50-53 is in the Bible.
If you previously showed the children where Acts 1:711 and Matthew 28:20 are, show them those passages
also. Today our Bible story told us that Jesus went
back to heaven to live. Jesus rose into the sky until
He disappeared in the clouds. Two angels told His
helpers that Jesus loved them. Jesus always loves us.
Hold up one of the paper hearts. This heart is a
symbol of Jesus’ love for us. You can see the heart and
remember that Jesus always loves us. Hide the heart
behind your back. Now you can’t see the heart. Does
Jesus love us? (Yes.) Give children time to answer.
Jesus always loves us even though we can’t see the
heart.
Have the children hide the hearts in the classroom.
Gather the children back together. You all hid hearts
around the room. Find a heart that has been hidden
and come back to the circle. Give the children time to
find the hearts. It is okay if they do not find the heart
they hid. What did you find? (Hearts.) What do these
hearts help us remember? (Jesus always loves us.)
Where could you put the heart to help you
remember that Jesus always loves us? (Children
may talk about putting the heart in their room, in the
kitchen, in a play area, and so forth.) Choose a place
where you will put your heart.

Give each child a turn to hold up his or her heart
and say where it will be put at home. You may want to
go first to show the children what to do. I’m going to
put my heart ______________ to remember that Jesus
always loves us.
Close the lesson with a class prayer. Dear Jesus,
help us remember that You always love us, even
though we can’t see You. In Your name. Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
This activity helps the children further explore the
Lesson Focus, “Jesus always loves us.” Have the
children make a circle. The person who is “it” chooses
and stands before a partner. They shake hands as the
class says:
“Goodbye, my friend,
I’m going away.
I’ll be back another day.”
“It” and the partner skip in opposite directions
around the circle, meeting where they began. The
group says:
“Hello, my friend.
It’s good to see you.
I love you and Jesus
does too.”
The partner becomes the new “it.” Repeat the game
until everyone has had a turn.

Time to Go Home

•  Until parents come to pick up the children, have
the children play the Hug Game from page 27.
•  As you say goodbye to each child, remind him or
her of the Lesson Focus: Jesus always loves us.

Send Home...
NN My Sunday Pictures for Ascension
NN Make-It/Take-It for Ascension
NN Projects from centers

28

Ascension – Preschool

Next week,
April 26, use
lesson 6 found
on page 64.

